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FIRST LINES OF POEMS AND STANZAS. 


PACK 

A day, a night, an hoar $9^ 

A gentle ih^herd bom >51 

A grierotis ugh a8a 

A King gave thee thy ... <90 

A little board 153 

A sail! audit 316 

A shoe to bear 2 S 3 

A sort of ihepherds nimg 357 

A strife is grown 539 

** A sweet attractive 384 

“Above all others a86 

Affection follows 44 

Ah, bed I the field whera 553 

Ah Lyoon I Lycon I 374 

Ah. no t It u not dead 363 
Ah, where were ye this.. 356 

Ah, wretched boy I 357 

Alas I have 1 not pain ... 510 
Alas ! whence came thu 546 
Alddcs* speckled poplar sSt 

AUke they bite 17S 

All these and many more 158 

An these are good 174 

All things are ready .. 49 

All summer long aloft 

All the world's 138 

All winds aie hurtful ... its 
All you that will hold ... 593 

All you that love ! 5^ 

“ Although thy beauty.. a86 
And after him^ full ...' . 364 
And as a ship u sale ... 179 

And as in Arden 173 

Andasitis thcsoldien. 75 
And as a skilful fowler. . 168 
And blust'ring Boreas. . 148 
And do 1 see some cause 536 

And even trith the 75 

And every one did 360 

And CuewelL merry 396 

And finsale Courage ... laS 
As good to write, as for . 533 

And as it is now 462 

And in the midst thenof 339 
And 1 , that in thy time. 092 

And in the stream 176 

And let your garmentt.. 155 
And look ediere mantled 329 

And many a nym]^ 353 

And DOW we are mved 289 

And now beholding 262 

And O my Muse 1 ... 565 

ADdMetlwBeas # B17 

As nips m paru 

And apeak of such s( 

And since that I have ... 

And that which was.*.». 

And these have wider... xya 
And dion tweet Boyd ». tdS 
**Aaid^M^this ...... 64 


PACE 

And to entice them ...... t 6 a 

And when 1 heard my... 40 

And when you see 174 

And when the floods ... 285 
And while 1 followed . . 389 
And with this bait ... . 275 
And yet some poets fain 45 
“And you compassionate 083 

As Lady, she 463 

As then, no wind at all m 380 
“ Astrophei ! “ said she.. 573 
Astrophel with Stella ... 571 
At Bttuty'a bar as 1 ... 63 

At length I might aSa 

At length they did ...... 642 

Aye me ' to whom shall 1 sw 

Back to the camp, by ... 393 
Bamsht the countries ... 318 
Be your words made ... 549 
Because 1 breathe not .. 530 
Because 1 oft in dark ... 516 

Before, I taught ida 

Behold what nap 586 

Behold some others 171 

Besides, in hunting such 354 
Besides, when she^erds 184 
Better place no wit can . 563 

Between themselves 159 

“ Break now your 262 

But all for nought X do . 46a 

But at the last 163 

But by the way it shall.. 273 

But ere I further go 170 

But every fish loves not 275 
But first his sister that... a6f 
But hark 1 what merry... 396 
But he for none of thm 353 
But here, O Neptune .. 265 
“ But he them sees ...». 063 
But here my weary ...... 163 

But here experience...... 287 

But hpw thu Alt lu 

But if die weather ...... 285 

But if you let your ...... 595 

“ But live thou there ... 264 
But murder’s private ... 566 
But now that nope is ... 564 

But now agiun see 269 

But, O fool 1 think of ... 560 
But out alas I in vain 1 .. 461 
But stay now I discern., 597 
But take good heed ...... 273 

“ But that iaimoital.».., 063 

But the wroo^ love. 579 

But then your line....M... 176 

Rut time will these 379 

But valiant rebels oft In 
But when their tongues . 379 
But when in tune loa 


PACE 

But when the golden ... 177 
But where friends fail us aai 
But your reasons 570 

Caip, eel and tench z86 

Cohn I well fiu thy sad . 373 
Come I>eath I the anchor 591 
Come forth ye nymphs I 365 

Come, let me write 530 

Come Sleep I O Sleep I .. 533 
Conceipc begotten ..., 44 

Cupid I because thou ... 3^ 
Cupid which doth 599 

Dear I why make you ... 333 
“ Death I the devourer.. 262 
Desire I though thou my 539 
Dian, that fain would ... 551 
Desire himselfttuns out. 44 

“ Did never love sBv 

Doth sorrow of thy ... 598 
Doubt you to whom my 558 
Doubt you to whom my. 359 
Doubt there hath been .. 533 
Down fell I then upon... ^ 
Drawn was thy race 393 

Eftsoont, all heedless of 335 
England doth hold thy .. 393 
Envious wits I what 355 

Faction diat ever dwells 599 
Fair Cynthia’s aihrer ... g8 
Fair eyes I sweet lips I ... 534 
Farewell to you I my ... S96 

Feigned acceptance 24 

Feigned acceptance 24 

First, when the sun *248 

Fie 1 school of Patianoe. 53s 

First, if the weather xfs 

Fly I fly I the foe no 

Fly I fly I my fiiends ... 523 

For as the aeeds in aa 

For beauty beaadflsa ... goS 
For fancy^ flamea of ... 436 
For frorathe time that... age 
For ho could pipe, and., nia 

For long before 100 

For Natua, that hath... ilo 
Forsinoehelearmdto. fin 
Forthwith the stotMS ... 161 

For thb you must 274 

For thare are timoi ...». 278 

Fortune awears 8^ 

For what avails to hroek S79 
From first appaarhif ... itt 

Fkom adioaee, each 37 

Full many ouddona tpS 

I Oo my flodc I n gat «. 574 
I Good^B, thoVartw... 73 



First lines of poems and stanzas. 7 


VAQB 

Good brothier FliUip I ... 5^ 
waiUi^ venel the .. s&i 
*'Gnuitl Ogmtlbat» 57a 
*'Onnt ! ODeurlon... 573 
Greet wisdom . 093 

Grief 1 find the words I... 550 

Heply, the cinderf 389 

Happy in slera : waking 590 
Haric all you ladies that 595 

Hard-hesjted minds 394 

Hark I how the routed .. S15 
Hark i hark I the noise . as? 
Harkl hark I their vmoes ai8 

Hark I how the 3x9 

Harkl Harkl I hear .. 315 
Have tools good store ... 154 

Have twist likewise 154 

Have I caught my 560 

Having this day, 533 

Hear then I but then «. 570 
Heartsease and only I... 396 
He only like himself ... 395 
He was (woe worth that. 395 

Her tonrae, waking 560 

Her yellow locks 358 

Hereof when tidings . . 359 

Here then you see 183 

Hid whole in heaps of... 460 
Highway I since you my 545 
Him great harms had .. 517 

His bait the least 167 

His care was all, how ... 350 

HU cork is large 170 

His mother dear, Cupid 511 

His pallid face 358 

His rod or cane 170 

His shank hould neither 15a 
His sports were fair, his 35a 
His woid was slain,”.. 388 
Hope I art thou true ... 536 
How many weeping X3 


] count it better ^ensure 158 
I curst thee oft, 1 pity... 536 
Ifhe had pleased, lie ... 641 
Ifthushis very foes he « 64} 
1 heard when rame ....» 36 

I mean not here 156 

I might— unhappy word 519 

1 never drank of 540 

I once may 1 see, when 593 

I, on my horse ; and 537 

1 said tnou wert most ... ^ 
I see my hopes must ... 000 

I see the house I 545 

If a true heart and faith 587 

If Beauty bright be 590 

If floods of tears could... 600 
If love might sweeten so 561 
If more may be said... 574 
If Oipheos* voice had ... 561 

* Ifthoseeyes 555 

* If to secret of my 574 

1 kiatlM the 460 

la a glove most nwpfM sji 


VAGB 

Indeed it is a life 157 

In highest way of'. 5x4 

In martial sports I had 539 

In midst and centre a8a 

In myrtle arbours on the 59$ 
In nature apt to like ... 51X 
In prison, they him shut 64a 
In skills that ^ do seek 145 

Incontinent with 383' 

In this anay the Angler 155 
In this rudasort b^m... 163 

** In tlus surmise 387 

Into a vineyard 641 

In truth. O Love I with . 508 
In welt'ring waves my .. 460 

I sent to know from 653 

I should consume to 457 

Is that love ? Forsooth . 576 
I then resolved to starve 651 
It is most true — that ... 505 
It fortunedms he, that... 355 
It were not meet to send 164 
In wrestling, nimble 354 

Jealous the gaoler 64 

Kent, thy birthdays . .. 393 
Knowledge her light ... 395 

Late tired with woe 534 

Leave a wretch in 575 

Leaving at large 3x4 

Let dainty wUs cry on .. 304 
Let him our little castle 333 

Let them that list iS7 

Let us therefme, cry ... 31 

Light rod to strike x88 

Like an invader 318 

Like some weak lords ... 5x7 

Lo in a little boat 167 

Look ia my griefs i and.. 580 
Love bore in Greece, of. 507 

Loving in truth 503 

Louder and louder axB 

Love I by sure proof.... . 535 

“ Love makes earth 573 

Love more affected 569 

Love still a boy, and oft 539 
Love wheu tlm dullest .. 597 
Lo I you grow proud ... 566 

*' Madam,” quoth I 463 

Madam,” quoth 1 76 

Made my approaches ... 651 
March !"‘*^Marchl" 65a 

Mark what a line X70 

Methinks I hear the ax6 

Mora ease it were 156 

Morpheus I the lively ... 519 
MuMsIloft hivoM ... S 30 
Musk doth witness call 569 
Music more lofty swells 369 
My Cynthia haUi the ... 587 

Mybmylass! 456 

My cibU is a Constant.. 6^ 

My decks are all of 645 

Mv keel b framed of ... 644 
“ My lordi” quoth I... ... 03 

My love bound me with 397 ^ 


raoB 

My mouth doth water ... gsi 

MyMimmayw^ ..y.. 53* 

My mainmast made of.. 044 
My smlors are my ..... 646 
My saint I keep to me .. 600 
My Sighs shall serve me 644 
My wmds, I know, do .. 333 
My years draw on my ... 393 

Nations, thy wit ; our ... 393 

Nearer and nearer 3x6 

Nearer she comes 3x7 

“ Ne ever sing the love. 360 
Ne her with idb words.. 334 

"Never season was 573 

Next unto thb x8i 

Niggard time threats, if. 563 
Night hath closed all in. 56a 
No longer Fame could .. 40 

No more I my Dear 1 . . 535 

No, she hates me 576 

None may resist X39 

Nor that admirer x66 

Nor with that fish z66 

Nor with that Ork X63 

Not at the first sight ... 504 
Not that I take upon me 165 
Now I find thy looks 14 
Now I see, O seemly ... 13 

Now falls It out X78 

Now fins do serve ax6 

Now for to uke ' zva 

Now lest the Angler ... ^xsS 
Now rhyme, the son of .. ^96 
Now see some standing. X71 
Now sink of sorrow I ... 395 
Now stars concealed ... ax6 
Now that of absence the 547 
Now that the Angler ... x86 
Now you may see hu ... 3x9 
Nymph of the garden 1 . 344 

O absent presence I . .. 336 
O dear hfe I whenahail I 376 
O Eyes I which do ...... 3^ 

O fate I O fault I 349 

" O God I that sudi 385 

O Grainiw rules 1 534 

" O grief 1 that liest 383 

Oh I what a pain 310 

O hi^py Thames ! that.. 334 
O how the pleasant airs . 54a 
0 Joy I too high for my 537 
O kiss I which dost those 543 

O let me rather X37 

O my ThoughtI my 577 

'* O sun ! ” said he 383 

Osweetkissibutah 1... gfix 
O Tears I no tears but ... 553 

O world's deceit x6o 

O you that hear thb 588 

Ofall the Kings that ... 540 
Of Annng and the Art 147 

Of lead likewise 154 

Of thine eyes, I made ... 14 

"Of thousands whom in 64a 

Oft and in vain my 584 

Oft wbh true sighs, oft 533 
"Oh. Death rthrt hast s6a 
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PAGE 

(Ml I now 1 know them... ai8 
OBCnpid'abow.how ... sza 
On tana of woroi she ... h 8 
(My joy I nowhere yon, sfia 

Or as l^vMANTii ssa 

Or if 1 myself find not... 576 
Or to beguile another ... 157 
Or when cold Bomas ... 183 

Or when land floods 184 

•• Onr Aatro|>lul did a86 

Our then Ambassador ... 643 
Out t timitor Absence I... 547 

Pardon mine ears ! both 538 

Asm forth in doleful 460 

Peace! Ithinkthat 579 

Phillisides is dead ! ... . 375 
Place pensive wails his .. 295 
Prime youth lusu not ... 15 

Proceeded on with no . 631 

Phoebus was judue 509 

Prostrate they fell 160 

Prudence ana chastity zap 

Qn«n Virtue's Court ... 507 
t^t ! amt for shame . . 94 

Quoth Beauty, “ No! ... 63 

Quoth Beauty, ** Well ! 64 

Reason ! in faith, thou .. 308 
Raisiu^ my hope on .... 594 
Reign in my thoughts 1 585 

Restore thy treasure ... 586 
Rich fools there be ... 5^5 

Round handsome hooks 171 

See how die dives into... 817 
See ! see ! the Rearward aao 

See the hand that 560 

See the main body ... 319 

Sac where a liquid ai6 

See where another Z70 

She beaten bark an 

She calleth first on za8 

She comes 1 and straight 541 

She needs fUttst tap 

She, when she saw her. . 957 
SA they did, but now .. 371 
Sileaceangmeoteth ...... 394 

Since sweet sleep her ... sfe 
Since the first look that. 388 

Sit then Thalia 167 

So as he raged emougst. 356 
So deadly waa the dint.. 236 
So doth ue bullhead ... 187 

Sofor theroech 168 

So must the Aimler 179 

Soneidier if Don 283 

80 shalt thou have ...... <49 

So than U dull be z88 

duuii^ the Angler... 165 
8 d to the wood went I ... 599 

So when the leaves ^ 

“ * ,.. t6a 

•• sofi 

.ylbenS^ ." s»7 

u a nymph aSs 

a 1 is r e s it 575 

■ 375 


PAG* 

Stdia hath refused me t 573 

**Stellalinudiaae 57a 

“ Stella 1 in wfaoea body S7a 
Stella is sick, and i&.~ .. 353 
Stella oft sees the very... gae 
Stella ! ainoe thou so ... 550 
** Stella I Sovereign of... 570 

Stdia the fidr I the 053 

Stella I the fulness of the sal 
Stella I the oidy {danot... 337 
Stella I think not that I.. 548 
Stella I whence doth this sai 

Stella ! while now 34B 

“ Stella i tdiose voice ... 57a 
Straight down under a... 597 

Such skill, matched 333 

Sure Nkptunb's watery ai6 

Surely all jEol's azs 

Sweet I alas, why strive 563 
Sweet Bride 1 then may . 48 

Sweet kiss ! thy sweeu... 54a 
Sweet swelling lip 1 ...... 343 

Tears, vows and sBa 

That day their Hannibal 094 
lliat England is a .. .. 64a 
That glads the hearts ... 39 

That herb of some 059 

That hook 1 love 152 

That you heud was but 363 

The arms the which 74 

The beasts, birds, stones 561 

The beaten batk arc 

The bcndiim trees... a88 

" The blase whereof... .. aSj 
The brave shall triumph aai 
The chavender amidst ... 187 
The chavender and chub 175 

The common Sense 569 

The curious wits, seeing 314 
The crocodile that weeps 166 
The s^e marked with . 889 
The eighth is Knowledge s8a 
Th'eleventh good gift ... iSa 

The fifth good gift 18s 

The first IS Faith t8o 

The first and worm zap 

The Forlom now belts., eao 

The tree ihst ct^Kns ufii 

The general sorrow that. 889 

The gods, whidi all 350 

The hills and mountauis Z58 

The lily m the field 57 

The lony woods 158 

The man is blsst 31 

The mighty luce 187 

The next aieanlt uneven 841 

The night is named 47 

The mnth is Flaeability iBs 
llie noble Duke who ... 643 

The only bird alone 382 

The other kind that are. 173 

The rest of her 936 

Thesalmonswift 186 

The second gift zflo 

The sixth U neinful 181 

The diy4ired tegle oBt 

The dy enchanter 385 

ThismnUa-end 131 


PAGB 

The squadron nearest sip 
Thestnrof my mishuM 89a 
The son, lo. hsatened .. avo 

Theswnn thnt was all 

The Tablet of my heavy 386 

The third b Love sBo 

The turtle dove with ... 988 

The twelfth and last sSa 

The wisest scholar of the 515 
The worthy in disgrace . ass 

S ir caps are furred ... eao 
ir ears hungry of ... 572 

ir lances are the asp 

Their partisans are fine., eao 
Then adieu, dear flock ! 576 

Then all our wives 31 

“ Then Astrophil hath .. aid 
Then Beauty Mde to ... 76 

Then Beauty stent 38 

“Then being filled 083 

Then buy your hooks ... zst 
Then Craft the Cner ... 63 

Then did Deucalion ... i6x 

Then end to end 150 

Then Fineness thought.. 39 
Then followeth Patience iBi 
Then first Desire began. 75 
Then gatheringrtrjnd, to 461 
Then get goodnair ^... 150 

Then go into some great ZM 
Then hoisting sails, they 462 

Then Ignorance the 461 

Then let him go 185 

Then let Old Wintbe... aaa 

Then let your hook rsa 

Then let the chill Sirocco aas 
Then look where as chat 169 
Then most you have . . 153 

Then on your lines 177 

“ Then JMlas afterward 387 
Then pushed soldiers .. 75 

Then Reason. Princess.. 569 

Then she spake, her 573 

Then shall our healths... saa 
IBen see on yonder side 168 
Then Skill roee up pad.. 40 
Then spake fair Venus., ze 
Then take good cork ... zgi 

Then thoee Knigjits ^ 

Then Three at once did. 6^ 
“Then to myself, will 1 a6i 
Then twist them finely. . 130 
Thera his well'Woven ... 153 
Thera he was fed with... 841 
There hishands in their 373 
nera Is no mnn, whose 31 
There is no traasura...... ^ 

“ There Itveth he efii 

There might you hear... 75 
There might you see ... 74 

Thera sew 1 Love, upon 74 
“ Thera, dionaend bra s^ 

Thera uaderarottod Eta 

Thera you aught ete ... sSo 
“TherefoimlW I this 374 
Tharewiihal away ebe ... 374 
Thera amber looks ara... |l9 

Thera Bass 1 aeadlqr ... 844 

- -- 
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FACE 

' 11 mm Nriiowlng tiglM... 581 
TImm tiEiton ope ... s*9 
TImm bind me, enpttve.. 480 

llieM didst thou M3 

Thve kinds of fish zB6 

They stopped his wound ss? 
Think now no more to... 565 

Think of my most. 577 

Think of that most 577 

Think I think of those ... 577 
This day is honour now 47 
This discord it begot ... S 99 

This fish the fittest 168 

This night, while sleep.. 53a 
This oracle obscure ..... 160 
This pleasant lily white 58 
This side doth Mauty... 568 

This small light the 56a 

"This small wind which 573 

Thu spectacle had 390 

Those looks I whose 541 

Thou that desir'st 190 

Thou then whom partial 565 
Though dusty wits dare 516 
Though my rude rhymes 274 
Thought I see thou no... 577 

Thought therefore 577 

Thought I with good ... 551 
Thus Dent, he, adding... 641 
Thus doth the voice and 568 
Thus driven with every 461 
Thus have 1 showed .. 177 

Thus have your rod 133 

Thiu serving them 174 

Thus shall our healths .. aaa 

Thus was the earth 161 

Thy anicc. thy face, the 457 

Thy hberal heart 394 

Thy pleasing smiles and 456 

Tis now since I sat 651 

*Tis strange the pilot ... ais 
Tis that, that gives aao 

*Tis the plump grape's... aaa 
To draw her out, and ... 65a 
To bear the impost of ... 593 
" To harirens I Ah. they a6o 
To her, he vowed the ... 354 
“ To men I Ah, they ... a6i 

To praise thy life or 391 

To mnk or s^l my 461 

" To such a place our ... 03a 
" Trust me, while 1 thee 574 

Under the black clifTsM ai; 


FACE 

Unequal fiste I 173 

Unhappy sight! 5 SS 

Upon UM brandies aBz 

Until at last diey sasr ... z6o 
Virtue I alas, now let me 503 
" Was ever eye did see.. 085 
Weigh but the cauM 1 ... 588 
Weirbegone I begone ... 579 
Well dmk tbe wanting aaz 

Well in abecoce this 57B 

Wept they had, alas 571 

Were all the stare e<8 

We think of all the ...... aaz 

" What cruel hand a6z 

What cunning can 57 

What fair pomp have ... 596 
What hath he lost f diat 393 

What 1 have I thus 5s6 

What if you new 379 

What is not this enough f 567 
What auly words say ... 330 
What monstrous race ... 3z8 
What pain and grief ..... 3Z 
What pleasure can it be Z36 
What plague is greater . 3 ^ 
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PREFACE. 


Elv OF US adequately realize the immense 
Literature which has descended to us from our 
ancestors. Generation after generation has 
passed away; each of which has produced (in 
the order of its own thought, and with the 
tuition of its inherited or acquired experience) 
many a wise, bright or beautiful thing : which 
having served its own brief day, has straightway 
passed away into utter forgetfulness, there to remain till Doomsday ; 
unless some effort like the Resent, shall restore it to the knowledge 
and enjoyment of English-r coding peoples. 

This Collechon is to gather, for the gratification off* this and 
future ages, a vast amount of incomparable poesy and most sirring 
prose; which hardly any one would imagine to be in existence at au. 
Of many of the nrtgtnal impressions there survive but one or two 
copies, and these often are most difficult of access ; so that it is not 
too much to say of the following contents as a whole, that they 
have never hitherto come within the ken of any single English 
scholar. 

The reader must be prepared often to find most crude and 
imperfect theories or beliefs, which later experience has exploded, 
mixed up with most important facts or allusions as to the times, 
manners or customs of the period then under illustration : leaving 
to us the obligation to reject the one, and to receive the other. 

Many of the following books and tracts are the original 
materials out of which modern historians have culled the most 
graphic touches of their most brilliant pages. In fact, the Series 
is, in regard to much of its prcse, a Study on a large scale of 
detached areas of English history; and stands in the same relation 
to the general national Story, as a selected Collection of Parish 
Maps would do to the Ordnance Survey of English land. 

Our grateful thanks in regard to this First Volume are due to 
Hairxy Huth, Esquire, for the loan for reproduction herein of 
those two great rarities. The Great Frost at page 77, and The 
Secrets of Angling at page 141. 
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ENGLISH GARNER 

I NGjt THE RINGS 
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HISTORY AND LITERATURE 


VoL. I. 


Queen Elizabeth. 
Importune me no more / 

Ulmelhlwe 

common-place books ; some of which 
poems have never yet been printed. 

Volume 85 of thu Collection, in 
the handwriting of from 1590-1610 
A.D., opens with the following poem ; 
whidi has been eironeonidy ascAbed 
by Lord Orford {Works, 1. 552, Ed, 
1790) to Edward ds Vrrx, Bail 
of Oxford. 


A royal hand moved by a true 
Eni^ish heart shall unlock this Carrur, 
Among die laige collection of manu- 
scripts bequeathed in 1755 by Doctor 
Rawunson to the University of 
Oxfold, and now in the Bodleian ; 
there an upwards of two hundred 
vdlnmes Of vene^ consisting chiefly 
of transciipts of fovourite poems into 
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Importune he no more I [Qu«ipid»Uk 

The modernizing of the spelling of the | the literal rhyme | though the aonnd of 
poetry in this Series will often destroy I it may frequently he preserved to the ear. 


Hen I WAS fair and young, and favour 
graced me; 

Of many was I sought, their mistress for 
to be. 

But I did scorn them all; and answered 
them therefore, 

Go I go ! go seek some other where I 
Importune me no more ! ” 

How many weeping eyes, I made to pine with woe I 
How many sighing hearts ! I have no skill to show. 

Yet 1 the prouder grew, and answered them therefore, 

“ Go ! go I go seek some other where I 
Importune me no more ! ** 

Then spake fair Venus for that proud victorious boy, 

And said, Fine Dame, since that you be so coy; 

I will so pluck your plumes that you shall say no more, 

** Go 1 go 1 go seek some other where 1 
Importune me no more I ” 

When she had said these words, such change grew in my 
breast, 

That neither night nor day since that, I could take any rest. 
Then lo ! I did repent that 1 had said before, 

** Gol go ! go seek some other where | 

Importune me no more 1 ** 

FINIS. 

To which the transcriber adds as the audioi's nams^ 

Elyzabetha regina. 
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John Milton. 

Books. 


[Are^agitkm.'l 

Deny not but that it is of greatest concernment 
in the Church and Commonwealth to have a vigi* 
lant eye how Books demean themselves as well as 
men ; and thereafter to confine, imprison, and do 
sharpest justice on them as malefactors. For Books 
are not absolutely dead things ; but do contain a potency of 
life in them to be as active as that soul was, whose progeny 
they are: nay they do preserve as in a vial, the purest 
efficacy and extraction of that living intellect that bred them. 
I know they are as lively and as vigorously productive as 
those fabulous Dragon’s teeth; and being sown up apd 
down, may chance to spring up armed men. And yet pil 
the other hand, unless wariness be used, as good almost kill a 
man as kill a good book. Who kills a man, kills a reasonable 
creature, GOD’s image : but he who destroys a good book 
kills reason itself ; kills the image of GOD, as it were in the 
eye. Many a man lives a burden to the earth : but a good 
book is the precious life-blood of a Master Spirit, embalmed 
and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life. *Tis true, 
no age can restore a life ; whereof perhaps there is no great 
loss: and revolutions of ages do not oft recover the loss 
of a rejected truth ; for the want of which whole nations 
fare the worse. 

We should be wary therefore what persecution we raise 
against the living labours of public men ; how we spill that 
seasoned life of men preserved and stored up in books: since 
we see a kind of homicide may be thus committed, some- 
times a martyrdom ; and if it extend to the whole impression, 
a kind of massacre : whereof the execution ends not in the 
slaying of an elemental [ordinary] life ; but strikes at that 
eternal and fifth essence, the breath of reason itself; and 
slays an Immortality rather than a life. 
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Thomas Lodge, M.D. 

Siren pleasant I foe to reason. 

l/>/r/X£/JL] 


An Ode, 



Ow I FIND thy looks were feigned, 
Quickly lost and quickly gained 1 
Soft thy skin, like wool of wethers, 
Heart unstable, light as feathers ; 
Tongue untrusty, subtle sighted. 
Wanton will, with change delighted : 
Siren pleasant ! foe to reason. 
Cupid plague thee for this treason 


I 


Of thine eyes, I made my mirror, 

From thy beauty came mine error. 

All thy words I counted witty. 

All thy smiles I deemed pity. 

Thy false tears that me aggrieved 
First of all my trust deceived : 

Siren pleasant 1 ibe to reason, 
Cupid plague thee for this treason I 

Feigned acceptance when I askdd. 
Lovely words with cunning masked. 
Holy vows, but heart unholy : 

Wretched man ! my trust was folly. 
Lily white and pretty winking, 

Solemn vows, but sorry thinking : 

Siren pleasant I foe to reason, 
Cupid plague thee for this treason ! 
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Now I see, O seemly cruel 1 
Others wanti them at my fuel. 

Wit shall guide me in this durance, 

Since in love is no assurance. 

Change thy pasture 1 take thy pleasure I 
Beauty is a fading treasure. 

Siren pleasant I foe to reason, 

Cupid plague thee for this treason 1 


Prime youth lusts not age’s still follow, 
And make white these tresses yellow ; 
Wrinkled face for looks delightful, 

Shall acquaint the Dame despiteful : 
And when Time shall eat thy glory ; 
Then, too late, thou wilt be sorry. 
Siren pleasant I foe to reason, 
Cupid plague thee for thy treason i 
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Sir Walter Raleigh. 

*The recapture of the Island of Sark. 

\HUUry^ih0 WorU.\ 

Ut what Strength cannot do; man’s wit — being the 
most forcible engine — hath often effected; of which 
I will give you an example in a place of our own. 

The island of Sark — joining to Guernsey, and of 
that government — was in Queen Mary’s time 
surprised by the French ; and could never have been recovered 
again by strong hand : having cattle and com enough upon 
the place to feed so many men as will serve to defend it; and 
being every way so inaccessible, that it might be held against 
the Great Turk. Yet by the industry of a gentleman of the 
Netherlands ; it was in this sort regained. He anclipred in 
the road with one ship of small burden ; and pretenaing the 
death of his merchant [super car prd]y besought the French being 
some thirty in number, that they might bury their merchant 
in hallowed ground, and in the chapel of that isle — offering 
a present to the French of such commodities as they had 
aboard — whereto (with condition that they should not come 
ashore with any weapon, no, not so much as with a knife) the 
Frenchanen yielded. Then did the Flemings put a coffin into 
their boat : not filled with a dead carcase ; but with swords, 
targets [shields] and harquebusses. The French received 
them at their landing ; and searching every one of them so 
narrowly as they could not hide a penknife ; gave them leave 
to draw their coffin up the rocks, with great difficulty. Some 
part of the French took the Flemish boat, and rowed aboard 
their ship ; to fetch the commodities promised and what else 
they pleased : but being entered, they were taken and bound. 
The Flemings on land, when they had carried their coffin 
into the chapel, shut the door to them ; and taking their 
weapons out of the coffin, set upon the French. They, ran 
to the cliff and cried to their company aboard the Flemings to 
come to their succour: but finding the boat charged with 
Flemings ; yielded themselves and the place. 

Thus a fox’s tail doth sometimes help well to piece out the 
lion's skin, that else would be too short. 
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Vice-Admiral Sir John Mennis 
or 

Rev. James Smith. 

King Oberon’s apparel. 



Bng. Gar. I. 


[MusoTHitt Dehcttel\ 

Hen the monthly hom^d queen 
Grew jealous, that the stars had seen 
Her rising from Endymion’s arms ; 

In rage she threw her misty charms 
Into the bosom of the night ; 

To dim their curious prying light. 

Then did the dwarfish fairy elves — 

Having first attired themselves — 

Prepare to dress their Oberon, king, 

In highest robes, for revelling. 

In a cobweb shirt, more thin 
Than ever spider since could spin ; 

Bleached by the whiteness of the snow. 

As the stormy winds did blow 
It in the vast and freezing air. 

No shirt half so fine ! so fair 1 
A rich waistcoat they did bring, 

Made of the trout fiy’s gilded wing : 

At that, his Elfship 'gan to fret. 

Swearing it would make him sweat, 

Even with its weight ; and needs would wear 
His waistcoat wove of downy hair 
Now shaven from an eunuch’s chin. 

That pleased him well ; ’twas wondrous thin V 


i8 King Oberon’s apparel. parjaimM ^ 

The outside of his doublet was 
Made of the four-leaved true-love grass ; 

On which was set so fine a gloss. 

By the oil of crispy moss, ’ 

That through a mist, and starry light. 

It made a rainbow every night. 

On every seam, there was a lace, 

Drawn by the unctuous snail's slow trace ; 

To it, the purest silver thread 
Compared, did look like dull pale lead. 

Each button was a sparkling eye 
Ta’en from the speckled adder's fry ; 

Which in a gloomy night and dark. 

Twinkled like a fiery spark. 

And for coolness, next his skin 
*Twas with white poppy lined within. 

His breeches, of that fleece were wrought, 

Which from Colchus, Jason brought ; 

Spun into so fine a yam, 

That mortals might it not discern ; 

Woven by Arachne in her loom. 

Last before she had her doom ; 

Dyed crimson with a maiden's blush, 

And lined with dandely on plush. 

A rich mantle, he did wear. 

Made of tinsel gossamer; 

Bestarred over with a few 
Diamond drops of morning dew. 

His cap was all of ** lady’s love ” 

So passing light, that it did move 
If any humming gnat or fly 
But buzzed the air, in passing by. 

About it was a wreath of pearl 
Dropped from the eyes of some poor girl ; 

Pinched, because she had forgot 
To leave fair water in the pot. 
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8irjoiuiM«^.j King Oberon*s apparel, 

; And for feather, he did wear. 

Old Nisus* fatal purple hair. 

The sword they girded on his thigh, 
Was smallest blade of finest rye. 

A pair of buskins they did bring 
Of the “ cow lady's ” coral wing; 
Powdered o’er with spots of jet. 

And lined with purple violet. 

His belt was made of myrtle leaves 
Plaited in small curious threaves ; 

Beset with amber cowslip studs. 

And fringed about with daisy buds. 

In which his bugle horn was hung 
Made of the babbling Echo's tongue ; 
Which set unto his moon-bumed lip, 

He winds ; and then his fairies skip. 

At that, the lazy dawn 'gan sound, 

And each did trip a fairy round. 


Ancient English Trade in the Levant. 


Rev. Richard Hakluyt. 

"The antiquity of the trade with English 
ships into the Levant. 

{V'oyages. 1599.] 

N THE years of our Lord 1511, 1512 &c. till the year 
1534: divers tall ships of London, namely the 
Christopher Campion, wherein was factor one Roger 
Whitcomb ; the Mary George^ wherein was factor 
William Gresham; the great Mary Grace, the 
owner whereof was William Gunson, and the Master one 

t OHN Hely; the Trinity Fitz whereof wfis Master, 

/A WHENCE Arkey; the Matthew of London, whereof was 
Master, William Capling; with certain other ships of 
Southampton and Bristol : had an ordinary and usual trade 
to Sicily, Candia, Scio ; and somewhiles to Cyprus, as also to 
Tripolis and Barrutti [Beyrout] in Syria. The commodities 
which they carried thither were fine kerseys of divers colours, 
coarse kerseys, white “ Western dozens,” cottons, certain cloths 
called ** statutes ” and others called *' cardinal whites,” and 
calfskins which were well sold in Sicily &c. The commodities 
which they returned [brought] back were silks, camlets; 
rhubarb, malmseys muscadels and other wines, sweet oils, 
cotton wool, Turkey carpets, galls, pepper, cinnamon and 
some other spices, &c. Besides the natural inhabitants of 
the aforesaid places, they had, even in those days, traffic with 
Jews, Turks, and other foreigners. Neither did our merchants 
only employ their own English shipping before mentioned; 
but that of sundry strangers also: as, namely, Candiots^ 
Raguseans, Sicilians, Genoese, Venetian galleasses, Spanish 
and Portuguese ships. All which particulars do most evidently 
appear out of certain ancient ligier books [ledgers] of the 
Right Worshipful Sir Wi^^liam I^ck, Mercer of London, of 
Sir William Bowyer, Alderman of London, of Master John 
Gresham, and of others; which I Richard Hakluyt "have 
diligently perused and copied out. 
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A voya|^e made with the ships called the Holy Cross and 
the Matthew Gonson to the isles of Candia and Scio 
about the year 1534 : according to a relation made to 
Master Richard Hakluyt, by John Williamson, 
Cooper and Citizen of London, who lived in the year 
1592. He went as Cooper in the Matthew Gonson the 
next voyage after. 


||SS1|He ships called the Holy Cross and the Matthew 
IB eM Gonson^ made a voyage to the islands of Candia and 
Scio in Turkey about the year 1534. And in the 
Matthew v/tni as Captain, Master Richard Gonson, 
son of old Master William Gonson, Paymaster of the King's 
Navy. In this first voyage went William Holstocke — ^who 
afterwards was Controller of Her Majesty's Navy, and lately 
deceased— as page to Master Richard Gonson aforesaid ; 
which Master Gonson died at Scio in this his first voyage. 

The ship called the Holy Cross was a short ship, and of 160 
tons burden. And having been a full yearat sea in performance 
of this voyage, with great danger she returned home : where 
upon her arrival at Blackwall in the river Thames, her wine 
and oil casks were found to be so weak, that they were not 
able to hoist them out of the ship : but were constrained to 
draw them as they lay, and put their wine and oil into new 
vessels, and so to unload the ship. Their chief freight was 
very excellent Muscatels and red Malmsey: the like whereof 
were seldom seen before in England. They brought home 
also a good quantity of sweet oils, cotton wools, Turkey 
carets, galls, cinnamon and some other spices. The said 
ship called the Holy Cross was so shaken in this voyage, 
and so weakened; that she was laid up in the dock, and 
never made a voyage after. 


Another voyage to the isles of Candia and Scio made by 
the Matthew Gonson about the year 1535 : according to 
the relation of John Williamson, then Cooper in the 
same ship; made to Master Richard Hakluyt in 
the year 1592, 
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English Voyages to Scio. P*^"***^^. 


HnnHs good ship called the Matthew Gonson^ of 300 tons 
IHH| burden — whereof was owner old Master William 
|mR| Gonson, Paymaster of the King's Navy — made her 
voyage in the year 1535. In this ship went as 
Captain, Richard Gray, who long after died in Russia. 
Master William Holstockb — ^afterwards Controller of the 

? ueen’s Navy — went then as Purser in the same voyage. 

he Master was one John Picket, servant to old Master 
William Gonson. Jambs Rumnie was Master’s Mate. 
The Master Cooper was John Williamson citizen of London, 
living in the year 1592, and dwelling in Saint Dunstan's 
pari^ in the East. The Master Gunner was John Godfrey 
of Bristol. 

In this ship were six gunners and four trumpeters. All 
which four trumpeters at our return homewards, went on 
land at Messina in the island of Sicily, as our ship rode there 
at anchor ; and got themselves into the galleys tjuit lay near 
unto us, and in them went to Rome. The whole number of 
our company in this ship was about a hundred men. We 
were also furnished with a great boat, which was able to carry 
ten tons of water : which at our return homewards we towed 
all the way from Scio until we came through the Straits of 
Gibraltar into the main ocean. We had also a great long 
boat, and a skiffi 

We were out upon this voyage eleven months ; yet in all 
this time there died of sickness but one man ; whose name 
was George Forrest, being servant to our Carpenter called 
Thomas Plummer. 

H N a great ligier book [ledger] of one William Eyrus, 
servant unto Sir William Bowyer, Alderman of 
London — bearing date the 15th of November 1533 
and continued until the 4th of July, 1544 — I md 
that he the said William Eyrus was factor in Scio, not only 
for his master, and for his g^ace the Duke of Norfolk, but 
also for many others, worshipful merchants of London: among 
whom 1 find the accounts of these especially, to wit, of his 
said masterSir William Bowyer; of William and Nicholas 
W iLFORD, Merchant Tailors of London ; of Thomas Curtis, 
Pewterq-; of John Starky Mercer; of William Ostrigb 
M^hant ; and of Richard Field Draper. 
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. And further I find in the said ligier book a note of the said 
Eyrus, of all such goods as he left in the hands of Robert 
Byb in Scio ; who became his master’s factor in his room : 
and another like note of particulars of goods that he left in 
the hands of Oliver Lesson* servant to William and 
Nicholas Wilford. 

And for proof of the continuance of this trade until the 
end of the year 1552 : I found annexed unto the former note 
of the goods left with Robert Bye in Scio* a letter being 
dated the 27th of November 1552 in London. 



Sir Walter Raleigh. 


Lord yoHN Talbot compared to 
^uiLius the Consul. 

[History qfiia WorU.’i 

Ut ip such a resolution were praiseworthy in 
^MiLius, as proceeding out of Roman valour: 
then was the English virtue of the Lord John 
Talbot — son to that famous Earl of Shrewsbury* 
— who died at the battle of Chatillon more highly 
to be honoured. For .Smilius was old; grievously* if 
not mortally wounded; and accountable for the overthrow 
received : Talbot was in the flower of his youth ; unhurt ; 
easily able to have escaped; and not answerable for that 
day’s misfortune: when be refused to forsake his father; 
who — foreseeing the loss of the battle, and not meaning to 
stain his actions past* by fl3ring in his old age — exhorted his 
noble son to be gone* and leave him. 
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Sir John Suckling. 

Why so pale and wan^fond lover f 


[Frofmonia A wrm.] 



Song, 

Hy so pale and wan, fond lover ? 

Prithee, why so pale ? 

Will, when looking well can't move her, 
Looking ill prevail ? 

Prithee, why so pale ? 


Why so dull and mute, young sinner ? 

Prithee, why so mute ? 

Will, when speaking well can't win her. 
Saying nothing do it ? 

Prithee, why so mute ? 

Quit ! quit for shame ! this will not move. 
This cannot take her. 

If of herself she will not love, 

Nothing can make her. 

The devil take her! 




England’s Joy 

OR A 

RE LATION 


OF THE 

Most Remarkable passages, from his MA- 
JESTY’S Arrival at DOFER, to His 
entrance at fFHITEHALL. 



London, Printed by Thomas Creak, 1660. 
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England’ yor. 


Bing come aboard one of the fairest of those 
ships which attended at Sluce [1 Helvoetsluys] 
for wafting him over from the Hague in 
Holland ; and therein having taken leave 
of his sisters, the Princess Royal ; he set 
sail for England on Wednesday evening, 
May 23rd, 1660. And having, during his 
abode at sea, given new names to that 
whole navy (consisting of twenty-six goodly vessels), he 
arrived at Dover on the Friday following [May 25th] about 
two o'clock in the afternoon. 

Ready on the shore to receive him, stood the Lord General 
Monk, as also the Earl of Winchelsba Constable of Dover 
Castle, with divers persons of quality on the one hand ; and 
the Mayor of Dover, accompanied by his brethren of that 
Corporation of the other, with a rich canopy. As soon as he 
had set foot on the shore, the Lord General presenting 
himself before him on his knee, and kissing his royal hand ; 
was embraced by his Majesty: and received divers gracious 
expressions of the great sense he had of his loyalty, and in 
being so instrumental in his Restoration. 

There also did the Corporation of Dover, and the Earl of 
Winchelsba do their duties to him, in like sort ; all the 
people nlaking joyful shouts : the great guns from the ships 
and castle telling aloud the happy news of this his entrance 
upon English ground. 

From thence, taking coach immediately, with his royal 
brothers, the Dukes of York and Gloucester, he passed 
to Barham Down — a great plain lying betwixt Dover and 
Canterbuiy — where were drawn up divers gallant troops of 
horse, consisting of the nobility, knights and gentlemen of 
note, clad in veiy rich apparel ; commanded by the Duke of 
Buckingham, Earls of Oxford, Derby, Northampton, 
Winchelsba, Lichfield, and the Lord, Viscount Mordaunt: 



28 Charles II. journeys to Blackheatii. 

As also the several foot regiments of the Kentish men. 
Being entered the Down on horseback, where multitudes of 
the country people stood making loud shouts, he rode to the 
head of each troop — they being placed on his left hand, three 
deep — who bowing to him, kissed the hilts of their swords, 
and then flourished them above their heads, with no less 
acclamations; the trumpets in the meantime also echoing 
the like to them. 

In the suburb at Canterbury stood the Mayor and 
Aldermen of that ancient city, who received him with loud 
music, and presented him with a cup of gold of two hundred 
and fifty pounds value. Whence, after a speech made to 
him by the Recorder, he passed to the Lord Campden*8 
house, the Mayor carrying the sword before him. 

During his stay at Canterbury (which was till Monday 
morning) he knighted the Lord General Monk, and gave 
him the ensigns of the most honourable Order of the Iftarter : 
And by Garter Principal King of Arms sent the like unto 
Lord Admiral Montague, then aboard the navy, riding in 
the Downs. There likewise did he knight Sir WiLLlAM 
Maurice, a member of the House of Commons ; whom be 
constituted one of his principal Secretaries of State. 

From Canterbury he came on Monday to Rochester, 
where the people had hung up, over the midst of the streets, 
as he rode, many beautiful garlands, curiously made up with 
costly scarves and ribbons, decked with spoons and bodkins of 
silver, and small plate of several sorts ; and some with gold 
chains, in like sort as at Canterbury : each striving to outdo 
the other in all expressions of joy. 

On Tuesday, May the 29th (which happily fell out to be 
the anniversary of his Majesty’s birthday) he set forth from 
Rochester in his coach ; but afterwards took horse on the 
fc^her side of Blackheath: on which spacious plain he found 
divers great and eminent troops of horse, in a most splendid 
and glorious equipage ; and a kind of rural triumph, expressed 
by the countiy swains, in a morrice dance with the old music 
of taber and pipe ; which was performed with idl agility and 
cheerfulness imaginable. 

And from this Heath these troops marched off before him; 
VIE. Major General Brown, the Merchant AdventuierSi 
Alderman Robinson, the Lord Maynard, the Earls or 
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NoRWicif, Peterborough* Cleveland* Derby, Duke at 
Richmond, and His Majesty’s own Life Guards. 

In this order proceeding towards London, there were 
placed in Deptford, on his right hand — as he passed through 
the town — above an hundred proper maids, clad all alike in 
white garments, with scarves about them : who having 
prepared many flaskets covered with fine linen, and adorned 
with rich scarves and ribbons; which flaskets were full of iowers 
and sweet herbs, strewed the way before him as he rode. 

From thence passing on he came into Saint George’s 
Fields in Southwark, where the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
of London in their scarlet, with the Recorder and other City 
Council, waited for him in a large tent, hung with tapestiy ; 
in which they had placed a chair of state, with a rich canopy 
over it. When he came thither the Lord Mayor presented 
him with the City sword, and the Recorder made a speech to 
him ; which being done, he alighted and went into the tent, 
where a noble banquet was prepared for him. 

From this tent the proceeding was thus ordered, viz. FirsJ 
the City Marshal, to follow in the rear of His Majesty’s Lijfe 
Guards. Next the Sheriff’s trumpets. Then the Sheriff’s men 
in scarlet cloaks, laced with silver on the capes, carr}dng 
javelins in their hands. Then divers eminent citizens well 
moun ted, all in black velvet coats, and chains of gold about 
their necks, and every one his footman, with suit, cassock 
and ribbons of the colour of his Company : all which were 
made choice of out of the several Companies in this famous 
City and so distinguished : and at the head of each distinction 
the ensign of that Company. 

After these followed the City Council, by two and two, near 
the Aldermen; then certain Noblemen and Noblemen’s sons. 
Then the King’s trumpets. Then the Heralds at Arms. 

After them the Duke of Buckingham. Then the Earl of 
Lindsey, Lord High Chamberlain of England ; and the Lord 
General Monk. Next to them Garter Principal King of 
Arms; the Lord Mayor on his right hand bearing the City 
swordi, and a Gentleman Usher on his left : and on each side 
of them the Se^eants at Arms with their maces. 

Then the King’s Majesty with his equerries and footmen 
on each side of him ; and at a little distance on each hand his 
royal brothers, the Dukes of York and Gloucester : and aft^r 
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them divers of the King’s servants who came with him from 
beyond sea. And in the rear of all, those gallant troops, viz. 
The Duke of Buckingham, Earls of Oxford, Northampton, 
WiNCHBLSBA, Lichfibld, and Lord Mordaunt : as also five 
regiments of horse belonging to the army. 

In this magnificent fashion. His Majesty entered the 
Borough of Southwark, about half-past three o’clock in the 
afternoon ; and within an hour after, the City of London, 
at the Bridge : where he found the windows and streets 
exceedingly thronged with people to behold him, and the wall 
adorned with hangings and carpets of tapestry and other 
costly stuff : and in many places sets of loud music ; all the 
conduits as he passed running claret wine ; and the several 
Companies in their liveries, with the ensigns belonging to 
them ; as also the trained bands of the city standing along the 
streets as he passed, welcoming him with loyal acclamations. 

And within the rails where Charing Cross formeliy was, 
a stand of six hundred pikes, consisting of knights and 
gentlemen, as had been officers in the armies of his late 
Majesty, of blessed memory: the truly noble and valiant 
Sir John Stowell, Knight of the Honourable Order of the 
Bath (a person famous for his eminent actings and sufferings) 
being in the head of them. 

From which place, the citizens in velvet coats and gold 
chains being drawn up on each hand, and divers companies of 
foot soldiers ; his Majesty passed betwixt them, and entered 
White Hall at seven o’clock : the people making loud shouts, 
and the horse and foot several volleys of shots, at this his 
happy arrival. Where the House of Lords and Commons 
of Parliament received him, and kissed his royal hand. 

At the same time likewise, the Reverend Bishops of Ely, 
Salisbury, Rochester and Chichester in their episcopal 
habits, with divers of the lon^ oppressed orthodox clergy ; 
met in that royal Chapel of King Henry the Seventh of 
Westminster, and there also sung Te DE UM in praise and 
thanks to Almighty GOD, for this His unspeakable mercy, 
in the deliverance of his Majesty from many dangers, and 
so happily restoring him to rule these kingdoms, according to 
his just and undoubted right. 


FINIS. 
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Anonymous. 


^ wilful wife. 

[C^ienioH MS. Veep. A. xjcv.] 

A Ballet. 



Hb man is blest, that lives in rest 
And so can keep him still. 

And he*s accurst that was the first 
That gave his wife her will. 


What pain and grief, without relief, 
Shall we poor men sustain ; 

If every Gill shall have her will. 
And over us shall reign. 


Then all our wives, during their lives. 
Will look to do the same : 

And bear in hand, it is as land 

That goeth not from the name. 


There is no man, whose wisdom can 
Reform a wilful wife : 

But only GOD, who made the rod 
For our unthrifty life. 


Let us therefore, cry out and roar : 

And make to GOD request ; 
That he redress this wilfulness 
And set our hearths at rest. 


Wherefore good wives ! amend your lives 
And we will do the same ; 

And keep not still that naughty will 
That hath so evil a name. 


FINIS 
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Rev. James Brome, M.A. 

Rector of Cheriton in Kent. 


Curious names of a fury, at 
Huntingdon in 1619 




|T IS not thought improper to add now a copy of a 

J ury taken Wore Judge Dodrigb, at the Assizes 
olden at Huntingdon, July 1619; which was lately 
presented me by a worthy friend of mine : which is 
the more remarkable because the surnames of some 
inhabitants of this county, annexed to the towns or villages 
to which they belonged; seem to make them at the first 
sight, persons of very great renown and quality. 


Maximilian King ofToseland. 
Henry Prince of Godmanchester. 
George Duke of Sommersham. 
William Marquess of Stukeley. 
Edmund Earl of Hartford. 
Richard Baron of By thorn. 
Stephen Pope of Newton. 
Stephen Cardinal of Kimbolton. 
Humphrey Bishop of Bugden. 
Robert Lord of Wasely. 

Robert Knight of Win wick. 
William Abbott of Stukely. 
Robert Baron of Saint Neots. 
William Dean of Old Weston. 
John Archdeacon of Paxton. 
Peter Esquire of Easton. 

Edward Fryar of Ellington. 
Henry Monk of Stukely. 

George Gentleman of Spaldwick. 
George Pnest of Graffham. 
Richard Deacon of Catworth. 
Thomas Yeoman of Barham. 
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Captain Roger Bodenham. 

V oyage to Scio in 1551 a.d. 

[Hakluyt’s Voya^is, X59Q.] 

N THE year 1550, the 13th of November, I Roger 
Bodenham, Captain of the bark A ticker, entered 
the said ship at Gravesend, for my voyage to the 
islands of Candia and Scio in the Levant. The 
master of my ship was one William Sherwood 
From thence we departed to Tilbery Hope, and there remained 
with contrary winds until the 6th of January 1551. 

The 6th of January, the master came to Tilbery, and I had 
provided a skilful pilot to carry over [past] Land’s End, whose 
name was Master Wood. With all speed I vailed [dropped] 
down that night ten miles, to take the tide in the morning : 
which happily 1 did, and that night came to Dover and there 
came to an anchor. There I remained until Friday [the 
9th] : meeting with the worthy knight Sir Anthony Auchbr, 
owner of the said ship. 

The nth day, we arrived at Plymouth. The 13th in the 
morning, we set forward on our voyage with a prosperous 
wind : and the i6th, we had sight of Cape Finisterre on the 
coast of Spain. 

The 30th, we arrived at Cadiz: and there discharged 
certain merchandize, and took other aboard. 

The 20th of February, we departed from Cadiz, and passed 
the straits of Gibraltar that night ; and the 25th we came 
to the isle of Majorca, and were stayed there live days with 
contraiy winds. 

The ist of March, we had sight of Sardinia, and the •5th 
of the said month we arrived at Messina in Sicily ; and there 
discharged much goods, remaining there until Good Friday 
in Lent [ayth of March, 1551]. 

The chief merchant [in London] that laded the said bark 
gjo. 1 . 9 
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Aucher was a Merchant Stranger called Ansblm Salvago; 
and because the time was then very dangerous, and that there 
was no going into the Levant — especially to Scio— without a 
safeconduct from the Turk : the said Ansblm promised the 
owner Sir Anthony Aucher that we should receive the 
same at Messina. But I was posted from thence to Candia : 
and there I was answered that 1 should send to Scio, and 
there I should have my safeconduct. I was forced to send 
one, and he had his answer ** that the Turk would pve none, 
willing me to look what was best for me to do : ’* which was no 
small trouble to me, considering that I was bound to deliver 
the goods that were in the ship at Scio or send them at my 
adventure [m^]. The merchants [supercargoes], without care 
of the loss of the ship, would have compelled me to go or send 
their goods at mine adventure. The which I denied, and 
said plainly I would not go, because the Turk’s galleys were 
come forth to go against Malta. But by the Frencjlii king’s 
means, he was persuaded to leave Malta, and to go to Tripoli 
in Barbaxy ; which by means of the French, he wan. 

In this time there were in Candia certain Turkish vessels 
called skyrasas, which had brought wheat thither to sell ; 
and were ready to depart for Turkey. And they depailed in 
the morning betimes; carrying news that I would not go 
forth. That same night I had prepared beforehand what I 
thought good, without making any man privy to it until 1 
saw time. Then I had no small business to cause my 
mariners to venture with the ship in such a manifest danger. 
Nevertheless I wan them all to go with me, except three 
which 1 set on land ; and with all diligence 1 was ready to 
set forth about eight o’clock at night, being a fair moonshine 
night, and went out. Then my three mariners made such 
requests unto the rest of my men to come aboard, that 1 was 
constrained to take them in. 

So with a good wind we pui into the Archipelago, and 
being among the islands, the wind scanted [fell away], and I 
was forced to anchor at an island called Micone ; where I 
tarried ten or twelve days ; having a Greek pilot to cany the 
ship to Scio. In this mean season, there came many small 
boats with mysson [tnizen] sails to go for Scio, with divers 
goods to sell ; and the pilot requested me that I would let 
them go in my company, to which I yielded. 
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After the said days were expired, I weighed and set sail for 
the island of Scio; with which place I fell in in the afternoon: 
whereupon I cast \tacked\ to seaward again to come with the 
island in the morning betimes. The foresaid small vessels 
which came in my company, departed from me to win the 
shore to get in during the night : but upon a sudden they 
espied three foists galleys] ofTurks coming upon them to 
spoil them. My pilot, having a son in one of those small 
vessels, entreated me to cast about \wear] towards them; 
which at his request I did : and being somewhat far from 
them, I caused my gunner to shoot a demi-culverin at a 
foist that was ready to enter one of the boats. This was so 
happy a shot that it made the Turk to fall astern of the boat 
and to leave him : by the which means he escaped. 

Then they all came to me, and requested that they might 
hang at my stem until daylight : by which time, I came 
before the mole of Scio, and sent my boat on land to the 
merchants of that place to send for their goods out of hand 
^immediately] or else 1 would return back with all to Candia,, 
and they should letch their goods from there. But in fine, 
by what persuasion of my merchants, Englishmen, and oif 
those of Scio: I was entreated to come into the harbour: 
and had a safe assurance for twenty days against the Turk's 
army, with a bond of the city in the sum of 12,000 ducats. 
So I made haste and sold such goods as I had to the Turks 
that came thither ; and put all in order with as much speed 
as I could : fearing the coming of the Turk's navy ; of the 
which, the chief of the city knew right well. 

So upon the sudden, they called me of great friendship 
and in secret told me, I had no way to save myself but to 
be gone ; for said they, “ We are not able to defend you that 
are not able to help ourselves. For the Turk, where he 
cometh, taketh what he will and leaveth what he lists : but 
the chief of the Turks set order that none shall do any harm 
to the people or to their goods.’* This was such news to me, 
that indeed I was at my wits’ end ; and was brought into 
many imaginations what to do : for the wind was contrary. 
In fine, I determined to go forth. 

But the merchants, Englishmen, and others, regarding 
more their gains than the ship, hindered me very much 
m my pmpose of going forth ; and made the mariners to 
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come to me to demand their wages to be paid out of hand, 
and to have a time to employ [spet^ the same there. But 
GOD provided so for me that I paid them their money that 
ni^ht : and then chaiged them that if they would not set the 
^p forth; I would make them to answer the same in 
England with danger of their heads. Many were married in 
England and had somewhat to lose. These did stick to me. 
I had twelve gunners. The Master Gunner, who was a mad- 
brained fellow, and the owner’s servant had a parliament 
between themselves : and he, upon the same, came up to me 
with his sword drawn ; swearing that he had promised the 
owner, Sir Anthony Auchbr, to live and die in the said ship 
against all that should offer any harm to the ship, and that 
he would fight with the whole army of the Turks, and never 
yield. With this fellow I had much ado : but at the last I 
made him confess his fault and follow my advice. 

Thus with much labour 1 got out of the mole of S^o into 
the sea, by warping forth ; with the help of Genoese boats, and 
a French boat that was in the mole : and being out, GOD 
sent me a special gale of wind to go my way. Then I caused 
a piece to be shot off for some of my men that were yet in 
the town, and with much ado they came aboard : and then 1 
set sail a little before one o’clock, and 1 made all the sail 1 
could. 

About half past two o’clock there came seven galleys into 
Scio to stay the ship, and the Admiral of them was in a great 
rage because she was gone. Whereupon they put some of 
the best [of the townsfolk] in prison ; and took all the men of 
the three ships which I left in the port, and put them into 
the galleys. The Turks would have followed after me ; but 
that the townsmen found means that they did not. The next 
day came thither an hundred more galleys, and there tarried 
for their whole company, which bein^; together, were about 
250 sail ; taking their voyage to surpnse the island of Malta. 

The next day after I departed, I had sight of Candia : but 
I was two days more ere I could get in : where I thought 
myself out of their danger. There 1 continued until the 
Turk*s army was past, which came within sight of the town. 

There was preparation made as though the Turks would 
have come thither. There are in that island of Candia 
many banished men, that live continually in the mountains. 
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They caine down to serve, to the number of 4,000 or 5,000. 
They are good archers. Every one was armed with his bow 
and arrows, a sword and a dagger ; and had long hair, boots 
that reached up to the groin, and a shirt of mail hanging, the 
one half before, and the other half behind. These were sent 
away again as soon as the army was past. They would 
drink wine out of all measure. 

Then the army being past, I ladened my ship with wines 
and other things : and so, after I had that which I had left at 
Scio, I departed for Messina. In the way, I found about 
Zante, certain galliots of Turks laying aboard of certain 
vessels of Venice laden with muscatels. I rescued them, 
and had but a barrel of wine for my powder and shot. 
Within a few days after, I came to Messina. 

I had in my ship a Spanish pilot, called Nobiezia, which 
I took in at Cadiz at my coming forth. He went with me 
all this voyage into the Levant without wages, of goodwill 
that he bare me and the ship. He stood me in good stead 
until 1 came back again to Cadiz ; and then I needed no pilot. ' 
And so from thence I came to London with the ship and 
goods in safety : GOD be praised ! 

And all those mariners that were in my said ship — which 
were, besides boys, threescore and ten — for the most part, 
were within five or six years after, able to take charge of 
ships, and did. 

Richard Chancellor, who first discovered Russia, was 
with me in that voyage; and Matthew Baker, who 
afterwards became the Queen's Majesty’s Chief Shipwright. 
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Anonymous. 


A praise of Mistress Rrce. 


[TOTThL't MiaeetUmy.\ 



Heard when Fame with thund*ring voice, did 
summon to appear 

The chief of Nature’s children, all that kind hath 
placed here ; 


To view what bruit by virtue got, their lives could justly 


crave, 

And bade them show what praise by truth, they worthy were 
to have. 


Wherewith I saw how Venus came, and put hereelf in place ; 

And gave her ladies leave at large, to stand and plead their 
case. 

Each one was called by name a row, in that assembly there; 

That hence are gone, or here remains in Court or otherwhere. 

A solemn silence was proclaimed, the judges sate and heard 

What truth could tell or craft could feign, and who should 
be preferred. 

Then Beauty stept before the bar, whose breast and neck 
were bare : 

With hair trusst up, and on her head a caul of gold she ware. 

Thus Cupid's thralls began to flock, whose hungiy eyes did 
say 

That she had stained all the dames that present were that 
day. 

For m she spake, with whispering words the press was 
filled throughout; 

And Fancy forced common voice, thereat to give a shout. 

Which cried to Fame, Take forth thy trump and sound her 
praise on high, 
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Thst glads the heart of every wight that her beholds with 
eye.” 

“ What stir and rule,” quoth Order then, do these rude 
people make. 

We hold her best that shall deserve a praise for virtue’s 
sake.” 

This sentence was no sooner said, but Beauty therewith 
blushed. 

The noise did cease, the hall was still, and everything was 
hushed. 

Then Fineness thought by training talk to win that Beauty 
lost, 

And whet her tongue with joly words, and spared for no cost : 

Yet Wantonness could not abide, but brake her tale in haste; 

And peevish Pride for peacock’s plumes would needs bb 
highest placed: 

And therewithal came Curiousness and carped out of frame. 

The audience laughed to hear the strife, as they beheld the 
same. 

Yet Reason soon appeased the bruit, her reverence made 
and done, 

She purchased favour for to speak, and thus her tale begun. 

” Since Bount\ shall the garland wear, and crowned be by 
Fame ; 

0 happy judges 1 call for her, for she deserves the same ; 

Where temperance governs, beauty’s flowers and glory are 
not sought. 

And shamefast meekness mastereth pride, and virtue dwells 
in thought. 

Bid her come forth and show her face, or else assent each 
one 

That true report shall grave her name in gold or marble 
stone 
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For all the world to read at will, what worthiness doth rest 

In perfect pure unspotted life, which she hath here possest." 

Then Skill rose up and sought the press to find, if that he 
might, 

A person of such honest name that men should praise of 
right. 

This one I saw full sadly sit, and shrink herself aside. 

Whose sober looks did show what gifts her wifely grace did 
hide. 

“Lo here,*’ quoth Skill, “good people all, is Lucrbce left 
alive ; 

And she shall most accepted be, that least for praise did 
strive.” 

1^0 longer Fame could hold her peace, but blew a blast so 
high, 

That made an echo in the air, and sounding through the sky. 

The voice was loud, and thus it said, “ Rise, with happy 
days ! 

Thy honest life hath won thee fame, and crowned thee with 
praise.” 

And when I heard my mistress’ name I thrust amidst the 
throng : 

And clapt my hands, and wished of GOD that she might 
prosper long. 
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Sir Henry Sidney, K. G., 

Lord Deputy of Ireland, and Lord President of Wales. 
Avery godly letter made unto Philip Sidnet 
his son, then at school in Shrewsbury. 


\,Sulneuima?i 

In the records of Shrewsbury School are the following entries on the 
same day Anno Domini 1564. 16 Cal. Nov. [i.e. 17 Oct.] 

Philippus Sidney filius et hares Henrici Sidne vMilitis de Pensarst 
in Comit. Cantiay et Domini Prasidis conjinium Cambria, necnon Ordinis 
Garterii Militis. 

Foulkus Greyvell Jilius et hares Foulki Greyvell Armigeri de 
Beauchamp Courte in Comit. Warwici. eodem die. 

Son Philip, 



Have received two letters from you — one written 
in Latin, the other in French — which I take in 
good part ; and will you to exercise that practice 
of learning often : for that will stand you in, 
most stead in that profession of life that you are 


bom to live in. 


And now sithence this is my first letter that ever I did write 
to you, I will not that it be all empty of some advices; which 
my natural care of you provoketh me to wish you to follow, 
as documents to you in this your tender age. 

Let your first action be the lifting up of your mind to 
Almighty GOD by hearty prayer; and feelingly digest the 
words you speak in prayer, with continual meditation and 
thinking of Him to whom you pray : and use this as an 
ordinary act, and at an ordinary hour. Whereby the time 
itself will put you in remembrance to do that which you are 
accustomed to do in that time. 

Apply your study such hours as your discreet Master doth 
assign you, earnestly : and the time, I know, he will so 
limit ; as shall be both sufficient for your learning, and safe 
for your health. And mark the sense and matter of that 
you do read as well as the words : so shall you both enrich 
your tongue with words and your wit with matter; and 
judgment will grow as years grow in you. 

Be humble and obedient to your Master : for unless you 
frame yourself to obey others, yea, and feel in yourself 
what obedience is ; you shall never be able to teach others 
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how to obey you. Be courteous of gesture and a&ble unto 
all men; with diversity of reverence according to the dignity 
of the person. There is nothing that winneth so much, with 
so little cost. 

Use moderate diet : so as, after your meal, you may find 
your wit fresher, and not duller ; and your body more lively, 
and not more heavy. Seldom drink wine : and yet some7 
times do; lest being enforced to drink upon the sudden, 
you should find yourself inflamed. 

Use exercise of body, but such as is without peril of your 
bones or joints. It will increase your force, and enlarge 
your breath. Delight to be cleanly as well in all parts of 
your body, as in your garments. It shall make you grateful 
in each company : and otherwise loathsome. 

Give yourself to be merry : for you degenerate from your 
father, if you find not yourself most able in wit and body to 
do an]^hing, when you be most me^. But let yoiH* ipirth 
be ever void of all scurrility and biting words to any man : 
for a wound given by a word is oftentimes harder to be 
cured than that which is given with the sword. 

Be you rather a hearer and bearer away of other men’.s 
talk, than a beginner or procurer of speech : otherwise you 
shall be accounted to delight to hear yourself speak. 

Be modest in each assembly, and rather be rebuked of 
light fellows for maiden -like shamefastness ; than of your 
sad [sober] friends, for pert boldness. Think upon every word 
that you will speak, before you utter it : and remember how 
Nature hath Tampered [walled] up, as it were, the tongue with 
teeth, lips, yea, and hair without the lips; and all, betokening 
reins or bridles for the loose use of that member. 

Above all thinp^s, tell no untruth. No, not in trifles. 
The custom of it is nought : and let it not satisfy you that, 
for a time, the hearers take it for a truth : yet after it will 
be known as it is, to your shame. For there cannot be a 
greater reproach to a Gentleman, than to be accounted a liar. 

Study and endeavour yourself to be virtuously occupied : so 
shall you make such an habit of well doing in you ; as you 
shall not know how to do evil, though you would. 

Remember, my son ! the noble blood you are descended of 
fay vour mother's side : and think that only by virtuous life 
ana good action you may be an ornament to that illustrious 
famify; otherwise, through vice and ^ sloth, you may be 



8irH.sid^j Above all things, tell no untruth ! 43 

counted lahes generis, ** a spot of your kin/* one of the greatefitt 
curses that can haj^en to man. 

Well ! my little Philip! this is enough for me ; and too 
much, I fear, for you. But if I shall find that this light meat 
of digestion nourish in anything, the weak stomach of your 
young capacity ; I will, as I find the same grow stronger, 
feed it with other food. 

Commend me most heartily unto Master Justice Corbet, 
old Master Onslowe, and my cousin his son. Farewell ! 
Your mother and I send you our blessings : and Almighty 
GOD grant you His I nourish you with His fear! govern you 
with His grace ! and make you a good servant to your Prince 
and country ! Your loving father. 

So long as you live in the fear of GOD, 
H. Sydney. 

A Postcript by my Lady Mary Sidney, in the skirts of my 
Lord President's letter, to her said son Philip. 

H our noble and careful father hath taken pains with 
his own hand to give you in this his letter, so wise, 
so learned, and most requisite precepts for you to 
follow with a diligent and humble thankful mind ; as 
I will not withdraw your eyes from beholding and reverent 
honouring the same : no, not so long time as to read any 
letter from me. And therefore, at this time, I will write unto 
you no other letter than this : whereby 1 first bless you, 
with my desire to GOD to plant in you His grace; and 
secondarily, warn you to have always before the eyes of 
your mind these excellent counsels of my lord your dear 
kther, and that you fail not continually once in four or 
five days to read them over. 

And for a final leave-taking for this time, see that you show 
yourself as a loving obedient scholar to your good Master 1 
to govern you yet many years ; and that my lord and 1 may 
hear that you profit so in your learning, as thereby you may 
increase our loving care of you, and deserve at his hands the 
continuance of his great joy, to have him often witness with 
his own hand the hope he hath in your well doing. 

Farewell, my little Philip! and once again the LORD 
bless you ! Your loving mother, 

Mary Sidney. 
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Sir Walter Raleigh. 



Conceipt begotten by the eyes, 

[Foetual Rkmptotfy^ 

Onceipt begotten by the eyes, 

Is quickly bom and quickly dies ; 

For while it seeks our hearts to have 
Meanwhile there Reason makes his grave. 

For many things the eyes approve, 

Which yet the heart doth seldom love. 


For as the seeds in springtime sown. 
Die in the ground ere they be grown ; 
Such is Conceipt, whose rooting fails, 
As child that in the cradle quails ; 

Or else within the mother's womb, 
Hath his beginning and his tomb. 

Affection follows Fortune’s wheels, 
And soon is shaken from her heels : 

For following beauty or estate. 

Her liking still is turned to hate. 

For all affections have their change. 
And Fancy only loves to range. 

Desire himself runs out of breath, 

And getting, does but gain his death : 
Desire, nor reason hath, nor rest. 

And blind doth seldom choose the best, 
Desire attained is not desire. 

But as the cinders of the fire. 
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As ships in ports desired are drowned, 

As fruit once ripe, then falls to ground, 

As flies that seek for flames, are brought 
To cinders by the flames they sought : 

So fond Desire when it attains 
The life expires, the woe remains. 


And yet some poets fain would prove 
Affection to be perfect love ; 

And that Desire is of that kind 
No less a passion of the Mind : 

As if wild beasts and men did seek 
To like, to love, to choose alike. 


W. R. 
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Anonymous. 

Report to Lord Burleigh of the cost of 
delivering a Tun of Gascoigny wine 
in England in November 1583. 

{Lantd. MS. 37.I 

It may please you Right Honourable. Understanding that 
it was your Lordship's pleasure to be advertised of the prices 
of the Wines of Gascoigny this year : upon the occasion of 
a Proclamation intended by your Lordship thereon : and 
having now upon the arrival of four or five ships from Bordeaux, 
as well as upon the sight of merchants’ letters as otherwise ; 
taken intelligence thereof as much as in me lieth, 1 do present 
the same to your honourable understanding as followeth. 

The price of a Tun of the best 


wines there is 20 crowns: the Crown by 

means of the exchange to be accounted £ s. d. 

at 6s. 6d 6 10 o 

““ The charges there. One Crown to the 

Tun 066 

The freight, primage, and Dover money on the Tun i 13 o 

The impost, subsidies, and charges for the service 

of Her Majesty, on every Tun 2 ii o 

The lighterage, carriage and porters’ due o 2 8 

The hooping, cellarage and gauging of every Tun 068 
The leakage on the seas and waste on land ... 1 5 o 


Sum of the price and charges of a Tun of Wine: 
besides the adventure and forbearing of their 
money is £12 14 10 


The last year. Her Majesty’s proclamation was at £1^ the 
Tun when the wines bare price at 22 and 23 Crowns the Tun : 
the charges then as now. And herein the Merchants humbly 
beseech your honourable consideration towards them. 

Tbe Queen’s annual proclamation issued upon this Report, reduced the price 
of Guooigny wine from jcis a Tun, as had been 6xed for 1 583 ; to j^ia for the year 
1584* From which it is clear that some of the above items of cost were hugely 
ost en si b le : otherwise the importers would have had no profit, except by advltani* 
tiem &C, The Tun, Old Wine Measure, was equal to 210 Imperial jralloos ; Of, H 
■is to the ^on, to 1260 of our ordinary wine bottles. ;^12 the Tonsri3|dv ihg 
Imperial ghBon, or about 2^ a bottle ; t*t, in present value, Ii.4d.0ris.84* 
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Anonymous. 


7’he Brides “ Good Morrow.** 

To a pleasant new tune. 


This is one of the most beautiful ballads in the English language. 




[/lox 6 $tr:pA BalUtd*^ t 15. 
in British Museum.] 

I He night is passed, and joyful day appeareth 
most clear on every side. 

With pleasant music we therefore salute you, 
Good morrow, Mistress Bride I 
From sleep and slumber now awake you out of hand : 

your bridegroom stayeth at home ; 

Whose fancy, favour and affection still doth stand 
fixed on thee alone. 


Dress you in your best array : 

This must be your wedding day. 

GOD Almighty send you happy joy, 

In health and wealth to keep you still I 
And if it be His blessed will, 

GOD keep you safe from sorrow and annoy 1 


This day is honour now brought into thy bosom 
and comfort to thy heart : 

For GOD hath sent you a friend for to defend you 
from sorrow, care and smart. 

In health and sickness, for thy comfort day and night ; 

he is appointed and brought : 

Whhse love and liking is most constant sure and right. 
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Then love ye him as ye ought ! 

Now you have your heart's desire^ 

And the thing you did require ; 

GOD Almighty send you happy joy, 

In health and wealth to keep you still ! 

And if it be His blessed will, 

GOD keep you safe from sorrow and annoy 1 


There is no treasure the which may be compared 
unto a faithful friend. 

Gold soon decayeth, and worldly wealth consumeth 
and wasteth in the wind : 

But love, once planted in a perfect and pure mind, 
endureth weal and woe : 

The frowns of fortune, come they never so unkind, 
cannot the same o'erthrow. 

A bit of bread is better cheer 
Where love and friendship doth appear ; 

Than dainty dishes stuffed with strife : 

For where the heart is cloyed with care, 

Sour is the sweetest fare ; 

And death far better than so bad a life. 


Sweet Bride ! then may you full well contented stay you, 
and in your heart rejoice ; 

Sith GOD was guider both of your heart and fancy 
and maker of your choice : 

And He that preferred you to this happy state 
will not behold you decay ; 

Nor see you lack relief or help in any rate, 
if you His precepts obey. 
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Tp those that ask it faithfully 
The LORD will no good thing deny : 

This comfort in the Scriptures may you find. 

Then let no worldly grief and care 
Vex your heart with foul despair : 

Which doth declare the unbelieving mind. 


All things are ready and every whit prepared 
to bear you company. 

Your friends and parents do give their due attendance 
together courteously. 

The house is drest and gamisht for your sake 
with flowers gallant and green. 

A solemn feast your comely cooks do ready make ; 
where all your friends will be seen. 

Young men and maids do ready stand 
With sweet rosemary in their hand ; 

A perfect token of your virgin’s life : 

To wait upon you they intend 
Unto the church to make an end : 

And GOD make thee a joyful wedded wife. 

FINIS. 
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Jasper Campion. 

The English trade to Scio. 1539 - 1570 . a.d. 

(Hakluyt’s yayagn > 599-1 

A discourse of the trade to Scio, made in the year 

[i.e. 1570] by Jasper Campion unto Master Michael 
Lock and unto Master William Winter: as by his 
letters unto them both» shall appear. Written the 14th 
of February 1569 [i,e. 1570]. 


Worshipful Sir, etc. 

S THESE days past, I spake unto you about the 
procurement of a safe -conduct from the great 
Turk for a trade to Scio; the way and manner 
how it may be obtained with great ease, shall 
plainly appear unto you in the lines following. 

Sir, you shall understand that the island of Scio in time 
past hath been a Signiory or lordship of itself; and did 
belong to the Genoese. There were twenty-four of them 
that governed the island, who were called Mauneses, But in 
continuance of time the Turk waxed so strong and mighty : 
that they — considering they were not able to keep it, unless 
they should become his tributaries : because the island had 
no com nor any kind of victuals to sustain them, but only that 
which must of necessity come out of the Turk’s dominions ; 
and the said island being enclosed with the Turks round 
about, and but twelve miles from the Turk’s continent — 
therefore the said Genoese did compound and agree to be 
the Turk’s tributaries, and to pav him 14,000,000 ducats 
yeply : always provided that they should keep their laws both 
spiritual and temporal, as they did when the island was in 
their own bands. Thus he granted them their privilege» 
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which ‘ they enjoyed for many years : so that all strangers, 
and also many Englishmen, did trade thither of long 
continuance, and went and came in safety. 

In this meantime, the Prince Pedro Doria, being a 
Genoese, became a captain to serve the Emperor with thirty 
or forty galleys against the Turk. And since that time, 
divers other captains belonging to Genoa, have been in the 
service of King Philip against the Turk. Moreover, 
whensoever the Turk made out an army, he perceived that 
no nation did him more hurt than those Genoese who were 
his tributaries. Likewise at the Turk’s siege of Malta [in 
1551-53 A.D.] — before which place he lay a great while ; with 
loss of his men, and also of his galleys — he found none so 
troublesome unto his force as one Juan btte Doria a Genoese, 
and divers others of the island of Scio, who were his tributaries. 
At which sight, he took such displeasure against them of 
Scio, that he sent certain of his galleys to the island, to seize 
upon all the goods of the twenty-four Mauneses ; and to turn 
them, with their wives and children, out of the island : but 
they would let none other depart, in order that the island should 
not be unpeopled. So that now the Turk hath sent one of his 
chief men to rule there : whereby now it will be more easy 
for us to obtain our safe-conduct than ever it was before. 

For if the townsmen of Scio did know that we would trade 
thither, as we did in times past ; they themselves, and also 
the Customer — ^for the Turk in all his dominions doth rent 
his customs — ^would be the chiefest procurer of this our safe- 
conduct for his own gain. Which is no small matter, for we 
must pay no less than ten in the hundred throughout the 
Turk’s whole dominion : insomuch that if one of our ships 
should go thither, it would be for the Customer’s profit 4,000 
ducats at least ; whereas if we should not trade thither, he 
would lose so much. 

Also the burgesses and the common people would be very 
glad of our trade there, for the commonalty do get more by 
our countrymen than they do by any other nation whatsoever: 
for we do use to buy many of their silk quilts and of their 
and dimity, that the poor people make in that town, 
more than any other nation ; so that we would not so gladly 
trade, but tlm people of the country would be twice as 
willing. Wherefore they themselves would be a means unto 

A* 
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their governor by their petition, to bring this trade to pass : 
nvin^ him to understand that of all nations in the world we 
do him least hurt, and that we may do his country great 
good in consuming those commodities which his countiy 
people make. 

Furthermore, it were far more requisite that we should 
cany our own commodities, than to suffer a stranger to cany 
them thither : for that we can afford them better cheap than 
a stranger can. 

I write not this by hearsay of other men, but of mine 
own expenence ; for I have traded in the country above this 
thirty years ; and have been married in the town of Scio full 
twenty-four years: so you may assure yourself that I will 
write nothing but truth. 

Now I will declare unto you the wares and commodities 
that are in the countries near about Scio. There are very 
good galls, the best sort whereof are sold in England, five 
shillings [the hundredweight] dearer than any other countiy*s 
galls. There are also cotton wool ; tanned hides ; hides in 
the hair; wax; camlets; mocayares; grogerams; silk of 
divers countries ; Cordovan skins tanned white to be made 
black, of them in great quantity; and also coarse wool to 
make beds. The natural commodities growing in the island 
itself are raw silk and mastic. 

Of these commodities there are laden yearly ten or twelve 
great ships of Genoa ; besides five or six which belong to the 
town of Scio : which ships are freighted for Genoa, Messina 
and Ancona. And now that the Mauneses and the chief 
merchants of Genoa are banished, the trade is clean lost : by 
reason whereof our merchandise must now of necessity be 
better cheap than it has been in times past. 

But yet when all those ships did trade to the countiy, and 
also our ships ; we never had less than three quinUis of 
galls for a kersey ; and in England we sold them for 358. 
and 3^. the hundred : whereas now they are brought by the 
Venetians ; they sell them unto us for A los. and £4, the 
hundredweight. 

Also we had three quintals of cotton wool for a kersey, and 
sold the wool for £2 zos. or £3 at the most: whereas now 
the Italians sell the same to us for £4 zos. and £s the 
hundredweight. 
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In like manner, camlets : whereas we had three pieces, 
and of the best sort two pieces and a half, for a kersey ; and 
could not sell them above 20s. and 228 . the piece, they sell 
them for 30s. and 358. the piece. 

Also grogerams, where we had of the best, two pieces and 
a half for a kersey : they seU them for 48. and 48. 6d. the 
yard. 

Carpets, the smaller sort which serve for cupboards, we 
had three for a kersey. Whereas we, at the most, could not 
sell them but for 20s. the piece, they sell them for 358, the piece. 

And so all other commodities that the Venetians do bring, 
they sell them to us for the third part more gains than we 
ourselves obtained in those days that we traded in those parts. 

Likewise the barrels of oil that they bring from Candia, 
we never could sell them above four nobles [£2 13s. 4d.] the 
barrel: where they sell them always for 50s. and 3^3 the barrel. 

What great pity it is, that we should lose so good a trade ; 
and may have it in our own hands, and be better welcome to 
that countiy than the Venetians. Moreover, the Venetians 
come ve^ little to Scio ; for most of their trade is to 
Alexandria. 

And for to assure you that we had these commodities in 
barter for our kerseys; look into your father’s books, and the 
books of Sir John Gresham and his brethren ; and you shall 
find what I have said to be true. 

Also you know that we are forced to seek for oils out of 
Spain, and that for these many years they have been sold 
there for £25 and £30 the tun : whereas — if we can obtain 
the foresaid safe-conduct from the Turk — ^there are divers 
places in his dominions, where we may lade 500 tuns at £‘5 
sterling the tun. The places are Modon and Coron, which 
are but twelve miles distant the one from the other ; and do 
stand in our way to Scio, as you may plainly see by the card 
[chaH'\. Also there are places where we may utter [dispose of\ 
our own commodities. And not only at these two places, but 
at many others ; where we may have oils, and be better used 
than we are in Spain : where we pay very dear, and also are 
very evilly entreated many ways, as to you is not unknown. 
So that by these means, if the merchants will, we may be 
<ased; and have such a trade as the like is not in Christendom. 

Now as for getting the safe-conduct, if I were but able to 
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spend £100 by the year ; I would be bound to lose it, if that 
1 did not obtain the foresaid safe-conduct. For I know that 
if the inhabitants of Scio did but think that we would trade 
thither again ; they would, at their own cost, procure to us 
a safe-conduct without a penny of charges to the merchants. 
So that if the merchants will but bear my charges to solicit 
the cause, I will undertake it myself. Where I pray you 
speak to Master Winter and the other merchants, that this 
may take effect ; and let me have your answer herein as soon 
as conveniently you may : for the time of the year draweth 
nigh that this business must be done. 

Thus I commit you to GOD; and rest always yours to 
command. 

Yours as your servant, 

Jasper Campion. 


To the Worshipful Master William Winter. 

H T may please your worship to understand, that as 
concerning the voyage to Scio, what great profit 
would be got both for merchants, and also for 
ovmers of ships — as it was well known in those 
days when the Matthew Gonson, the Trinity Fitz WiUiaimj 
and the Saviour of Bristol with divers other ships which 
traded thither yearly; and made their voyage in ten or twelve 
months, and the longest in a year— Master Francis Lambert, 
Master John Brooke and Master Dravbr can truly inform 
you hereof at large. 

And by reason that we have not traded into those parts 
these many years; and that the Turk is grown mighty, 
whereby our ships do not trade as they were wont : I find 
that the Venetians do bring those commodities hither; and 
do sell them for double the value of that we ourselves were 
accustomed to fetch them. Wherefore, as 1 am informed by 
the abovenamed men, that there is none so fit to famish 
this voyage as yourself: my request is that there may be a 
ship ot convenient burthen prepared for this voyage; and 
then I will satisty you at large what is to be done therein* 
And because the Turk, as I said before, is waxen stroi^;. 
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and hath put out the Christian nilera and placed his own 
subjects ; we may doubt whether we may so peaceably trade 
thiwer as we were wont: therefore I dare undertake to 
obtain a safe-conduct, if my charges may be borne to go and 
come. Of the way how this may be done, Master Lock can 
satisfy you at large. 

Moreover, 1 can inform you more of the trade of that 
country than any other ; for that I have been in those parts 
these thirty years, and have been married in the very town 
of Scio full tour and twenty years. Furthermore, when one 
of our ships cometh thither, they bring at the least 6,000 or 
8,000 kerseys ; so that the customs thereof are very profitable 
for the prince, and the return of them is profitable to the 
common people : for in barter of our wares, we took the 
commodities which the poor of that town made in their 
houses. So that one of our ships brought the prince and 
country more gain than six ships of other nations. The 
want of this our trade thither was the only cause why the 
Christian rulers were displaced : for when they paid not their ' 
yearly tribute, they were put out by force. 

Touching the ship that must go, she must observe this 
order. She must be a ship of countenance. She must not 
touch in any part of Spain, for the times are dangerous, nor 
take in any lading there : but she either lade in England, 
either goods of our own or else of strangers, and go to Genoa 
or Leghorn, where we may be well intreated. From thence 
she must make her money to buy wines by exchange to 
Candia, for there both customs and exchange are reasonable : 
and not do as the Matthew Gonson and other ships did in 
times past, who made sale of their wares at Messina for the 
lading of their wines ; and paid for turning their white money 
[sUver] into gold after four or five in the hundred, and also 
did haxard the loss of ship and goods by carrying away 
their money. Thus by the aforesaid course we shall trade 
quietly, and not be subject to these dangers. 

Also [along the coast] from Leghorn to Castel del Mare 
which is but sixteen miles from Naples, and the ready way to 
Candia ; you may lade hoops : which will cost 27^ Caro- 
lina " of Naples the thousand, which is 2^ ducats of Spain. 
And in Candia for every thousand of hoops you shall have a 
butt of Malmsey clear of all charges. Insomuch that a ship of 
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the burden [300 A>f»s] of the Matthew Gonson will cany ^00*000 
hoops, so that 1,000 ducats will lade her. And this is an 
UBU^ trade to Candia, as Master Michael Lock can testify. 

Furthermore, it is not unknown to you, that the oils which 
we do spend [consume] in England for our cloth, are brought 
out of Spain ; and that they are very dear ; so that in Eng- 
land we cannot sell them under £28 and £30 the tun. I say 
we may have good oil, and better cheap in divers places 
within the Straits [of Gibraltar]. 

Therefore if you think good to take this voyage in hand ; I 
will inform you more particularly, when you please. 

In the meantime, I rest 

Your Worship's to command. 

Yours at your pleasure. 

Jasper Campmn. 
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Edward de Verb, Earl of Oxford. 


ff^hat cunning can express f 


t R. S., Pkanix Nest. 1593 . *] 

J. Bodbnham, Enghmars Helicon. 160a J 



I Hat cunning can express 
The favour of her face ? 
|l'o vi^hom, in this distress, 

I do appeal for grace. 

A thousand Cupids fly 
About her gentle eye. 


From whence, each throws a dart 
That kindleth soft sweet fire 
Within my sighing heart, 
Possessed by desire. 

No sweeter life 1 try, 

Than in her love to die. 


The lily in the field 

That glories in his white ; 

For pureness now must yield 
And render up his right. 

Heaven pictured in her face, 
Doth promise joy and grace. 
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What cunning can express? 

Fair Cynthia’s silver light 
That beats on running streams, 

Compares not with her white, 

Whose hairs are all sunbeams. 

Her virtues so do shine 
As day, unto mine e3me. 

With this there is a red 
Exceeds the damask rose : 

Which in her cheeks is spread, 

Whence every favour grows. 

In sky there is no star. 

That she surmounts not far. 

When Ph(EBUS from the bed 
Of Thetis doth arise ; 

The morning blushing red 
In fair carnation-wise. 

He shows it in her face 
As queen of every grace. 

This pleasant lily white, 

This taint of roseate red, 

This Cynthia’s silver light. 

The sweet fair Dea spread, 

These sunbeams in mine eye ; 

These beauties make me die. 

E.O. 
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A Relation of the Retaking of the Island 
of Sainta Helena; and three Dutch 
East India ships. 

^ THE 4th of May [1673] last» in the morning, we 
came in sight of the isle of Saint Helena. In two 
hours afterwards ; we had concluded what to do 
for the retaking of the island: and ordered 200 
men with field colours and officers, who were 
appointed to be put on board a vessel, out of which they 
might be landed ; whilst we attacked the ships in the road, 
in case there should be any there. 

About eleven in the forenoon, the Assistance frigate made 
sail, that we might be near in the night, to discover the 
strength of the road : the rest of our ships having furled all 
their sails, lay so till the evening, and came in to us in the 
ni^t. 

The next morning, about seven o’clock, al! our ships 
being to the windward of the isle about five miles : our boat 
came on board, and told us that the road was clear. So we 
immediately put 200 men more, on board the Castle fireship ; 
and left her and the other vessel to land our 400 men to the 
windward of the island, in Prosj^rous Bay. 

The four Men of War made s^ for the forts, against which 
we anchored about one in the afternoon ; and after four hours’ 
dispute [firing]^ went to the westward, and there let go our 
anchor again : being confident our men must have landed 
and g^ed the hills before that time ; and that by the next 
morning, we might expect them on the back of the forts, 
against which time it was resolved to have the William 
^Thomas and one ship more, close under the fort. The 




The island surrendered without a stkuggix [^. 

Dutch no sooner saw us come up again, and that we did 
not intend to leave them : but they came off, and 3delded 
the island upon condition that they mi^ht not be stripped ; 
which we accepted. Th^ not yet Imowmg of any army that 
we had landed. 

At sunset we took possession of James' Fort, and 
despatched a trumpeter to Captain Keigwin, commander 
of our land force, to acquaint him with what had passed; 
and to prevent any injuiy that might be done to the isle by 
our men in their march to the fort. 

On the nth, between seven and eight in the evening, a 
ship appeared in sight with a flag aloft ; which we cut after, 
and by eleven at night came up with her, and took her : 
which proved to be one of the Dutch East India fleet, sent 
before [in advance] with the new Governor for Saint Helena. 

On the 26th, early in the morning, we saw our flags on the 
mount hoisted ; which gave us an account that there Hrexe 
six sail in sight. About ten in the forenoon, wehad advice 
that four were coming one way and two the other: who 
immediately appeared in sight at both ends of the island. 
They no sooner saw us ; but they clapped by a wind, and we 
after them : the Assistance, the William and Thomas, and the 
Castle fireship, with one Merchantman to the eastward, after 
four: the Mary and Martha, with two other Merchantmen, 
to the westward, after two ; but it being a very hard gale, 
we could do nothing on them. 

At night the Assistanu got up with their Vice-Admiral, and 
the William and Thomas with their Admiral ; with whom thev 
kept company all night : and the 27th in the morning, took 
them ; but not in company one with the other, eveiy ship 
steering his own course, believing by that to lose us. 

The said four Men of War, fireship, and three Dutch East 
India prizes ; together with five English East India ships who 
came in company with the Men of War ; are since safely 
arrived. 


FINIS 
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George Gascoigne, Esqmre. 
Gmcoigse* s arraignment at Bejvtt^s bar. 

lA Btmdred Sundry Fkwtrt^ 

T Beauty's bar as I did stand ; 

When False Suspect accused me : 

** George," quoth the Judge, " hold up thy hand. 
Thou art arraigned of flattery. 

Tell therefore how thou wilt be tried ? 

Whose judgment here, wilt thou abide ? " 

" My lord,” quoth I, “ this lady here, 

Whom I esteem above the rest ; 

Doth know my guilt, if any were : 

Wherefore her doom shall please me best. 

Let her be judge and juror both. 

To try me guiltless by mine oath." 

Quotlf Beauty, " No ! it sitteth not 
A Prince herself to judge the cause. 

Here is our Justice, well you wot, 

Appointed to discuss our laws. 

If you will guiltless seem to go ; 

GOD and your country quite you so." 

Then Craft the Crier callpd a quest. 

Of whom was Falsehood foremost feer : 

A pack of pick-thanks were the rest. 

Which came false witness for to bear. 

The Jury such, the Judge unjust : 

Sentence was said I should be trusst. 
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Jealous the gaoler bound me fast 
To hear the verdict of the bill. 

Gborob,*’ quoth the Judge, “ now thou aft cast. 
Thou must go hence to heavy hill ; 

And there be hanged all but the head. 

GOD rest thy soul when thou art dead 1 ” 

Down fell I then upon my knee, 

All flat before Dame Beauty's face ; 

And cried, ** Good Lady, pardon me ! 

Which here appeal unto your Grace. 

You know if 1 have been untrue, 

It was in too much praising you." 

** And though this Judge do make such haste 
To shed with shame my guiltless blood ; 

Yet let your pity first be placed, 

To save the man that meant you good. 

So shall you show yourself a Queen 
And I may be your servant seen." 

Quoth Beauty, ** Well ! because I guess 
What thou dost mean henceforth to be : 

Although thy faults deserve no less 
Than Justice here hath judged thee. 

Wilt thou be bound, to stint all strife, 

And be true prisoner all thy life ? " 

** Yea, Madam," quoth I, that I shall. 

Lo, Faith and Truth my sureties." 

** Why then^" quoth she, " come when I call : 

I ask no better warranties." 

Thus am 1 Beauty's bounden thrall ; 

At her command when she doth call. 


Ever or Nmr. 
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Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Could the Romans have resisted Alexander ? 
The Englishman a better warrior than either 
Macedonian or Roman. 

[Hiaiory ijf the World. 1 

Hat question handled by Livy, — “ Whether the 
Great Alexander could have prevailed against the 
Romans ; if, after his Eastern conquest, he had 
bent all his forces against them ? — hath been and 
is the subject of much dispute: which, as it seems 
to me, the arguments on both sides do not so well explain, 
as the experience that Pyrrhus hath given of the Roman 
power in his days. For if he — a commander, in Hannibal’s 
judgment, inferior to Alexander, though to none else — could, 
with a small strength of men, and little store of money or of 
other needful helps in war ; vanquish them in two battles, 
and endanger their State when it was well settled, and held 
the best part of Italy under a confirmed obedience : what 
would Alexander have done — that was abundantly provided 
of aU that is needful to a conqueror — wanting only matter of 
employment ; coming upon them, before their dominion was 
half 80 well settled ? 

t It is easy to say that Alexander had no more than 30,000 
foot and 4,000 horse — as indeed, at his first passage into Asia; 
he carried over not many more ; and that the rest of his 
followers were no better than base effeminate Asiatics. 
But he that considers the armies of Pbrdiccas, Antipater, 
Ceatbeus, Eumbnbs, Ptolbmy, Antioonus, and Lysi- 
KACttUS; with the actions by them performed: eveiy one 
of ishich (to omit others) commanded only some fragment 
of ^is dei^ Emperor’s power; shall easily find, that such 
a nedKming is far short of the truth. 

CdH, 1 . 5 
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Could the Romans 

It were needless to speak of treasure^ horses, elephants, 
engines of battery, and the like : of all which the Macedonian 
had abundance ; the Roman having nought, save men and arms. 

As for sea forces. He that shall consider after what sort 
the Romans in their first Punic war, were trained in the 
rudiments of navigation — sitting upon the shore, and beat- 
ing the sand with poles, to practise the stroke of the oar ; 
as not daring to launch their ill-built vessels into the sea — 
will easily conceive how far too weak they would have 
proved in such services. 

Now for helpers in war ; I do not see why all Greece and 
Macedon — ^being absolutely commanded by Alexander — 
might not well deserve to be laid in balance against those parts 
of Italy, which the Romans held in ill-assured subjection. 

To omit therefore all benefit that the Eastern Worldr- 
more wealthy indeed, than valiant — could have afrorde(Pui|to 
the Macedonian : let us conjecture how the States 6f Sicily 
and Carthage — nearest neighbours to such a quarrel, had it 
happened — would have stood affected. 

The Sicilians were for the most part Grecians; neither 
is it to be doubted that they would readily have submitted 
themselves unto him that ruled all Greece besides them. 
In what terms they commonly stood ; and how ill they 
were able to defend themselves, it shall appear anon. Sure 
it is, that Alexander coming into those puls, would have 
brought excessive joy to them ; that were fain to get the 
help of Pyrrhus, by offering to become his subjects. 

As for the Carthaginians. If Aoathocles, the Tyrant ^ 
Syracuse — hated of his people, and ill able to defend his 
own besieged city— could, by adventuring to sail into Africa, 

E ut their dominion; yea, and Carthage itself, in extreme 
axard: shall we think that they would have been able to 
withstand Alexander ? But why do I question their ability; 
seeing that they sent ambassadors with their submission, aa 
fu* as Babylon ; ere the war drew near them ? 

Wherefore it is manifest that the Romans must (withoit 
other succour than, perhaps, of some other few Italian > 
friends — of which vet there were none that forsook them not 
at some time; both before, and after this) have opposed tiieir 
valour and good militaiy dlisciplioe against the power of all 
countries to them known: ifthey would have made leaistaiioe* 
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How the^ could have sped well in undertaking such a 
match : it is uneasy to find in discourse of human reason. 
It is true, that virtue and fortune work wonders ; but it is 
against cowardly fools, and the unfortunate. For whoever 
contends with one too mighty for him : either must excel 
in these as much as his enemy go beyond him in power ; or 
else must look both to be overcome, and to be cast down so 
much the lower by how much the opinion of his fortune and 
virtue renders him suspected, as likely to make head another 
time against the vanquisher. 

Whether the Roman or the Macedonian were, in those 
days, the better soldier ; I vdll not take upon me to determine. 
Though I might, without partiality, deliver mine own 
« opinion: and prefer that army, which followed not only 
Philip and Alexander, but also Alexander's princes after 
him, in the greatest dangers of all sorts of war ; before any 
that Rome either had or, in long time after, did send forth. 

Concerning fortune; who can give a rule that shall always 
hold ? Alexander was victorious in every battle that he 
fought : and the Romans in the issue of eveiy war. But 
forasmuch as Livy hath judged this a matter worthy of con- 
sideration : I think it a great part of Rome's good fortune, 
that Alexander came not into Italy ; where — ^in three years 
after his death — the two Roman Consuls, together with all 
the powers of that State, were surprised by the Samnites ; 
and enforced to yield up their arms. 

We may therefore permit Livy to admire his own Romans, 
and to compare with Alexander, those captains of theirs ; 
which were honoured sufficiently in being thought equal to 
his followers. That the same conceit should blind our 
judgment ; we cannot permit without much vanity. 

Now in deciding such a controversy, methinks it were not 
amiss for an Englishman to give such a sentence between 
the Macedonians and Romans; as the Romans once did, 
being chosen arbitrators, between the Ardeates and Aricini 
that strove about a piece of land : saying, That it belonged 
to neither of them ; but unto the Romans themselves.” 

If therefore it be demanded, whether the Macedonian or 
the Roman were the best warrior? 1 will answer, **The 
En g Bsh m a n I ” 

5 * 
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For it will soon appear to any that shall examine the 
noble acts of our Nation in war, that they were performed 
by no advantage of weapon ; against no savage or unmanly 
people ; the enemy being far superior unto us in number 
and all needful provisions; yea, as well trained as we, or 
commonly better, in the exercise of war. 

In what sort, Philip won his dominion in Greece ; what 
manner of men the Persians and Indians were, whom 
Alexander vanquished ; as likewise, of what force the Mace- 
donian phalanx m^s, and how well appointed against such 
arms as it commonly encountered : any man that hath taken 
pains to read the foregoing stoiy of them, doth sufficiently 
understand. 

Yet was this phalanx never, or very seldom, able to stand * 
against the Roman armies ; which were embattled in «o 
excellent a form, as I know not whether any nation b&ides 
them, have us^; either before or since. The Roman 
weapons likewise, both offensive and defensive, were of 
greater use than those with which any other nation hath 
served; before the fiery instruments of gunpowder were 
known. 

As for the enemies with which Rome had to do : we find 
that they which did overmatch her in numbers were as far 
overmatched by her in weapons ; and that they of whom she 
had little advantage in arms, had as little advantage of her in 
multitude. This also — as Plutarch well observeth — ^was 
a part of her happiness ; that she was never overlaid with 
two great wars at once. 

Hereby it came to pass, that having at first increased her 
strength, by the accession of the Sabines ; having won the 
state of Alba — against which she adventured her own self, 
as it were in a wager, upon the heads of three champions ; 
and having thereby made herself Princess of Latium ; she 
did afterwards, by long war, in many ages, extend her 
dominion over all Italy. The Carthaginians had wdl near 
oppressed her : but her soldiers were mercenary ; so that for 
want of prop^ strength, they were easily beaten at their 
own doors, ^e Atofians — and with them, all or the most 
of Greece — assisted her against Philip the Macedonian, 
He, being beaten, did lend her his help to beat the asmo 
iBtolians. The wars against AntioOhus 'Imd other Aldattst 
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were' such' as gave to Rome small cause of boast, though 
much of joy : for those opposites [opponents] were as base of 
courage, as the lands which they held were abundant of 
riches. Sicily, Spain, and all Greece fell into her hands ; by 
using her aid to protect them against the Carthaginians and 
Macedonians. 

1 shall not need to speak of her other conquests. It was 
easy to get more, when she had gotten all this. It is not 
my purpose to disgrace Roman valour; which was very 
noble : or to blemish the reputation of so many famous 
victories. I am not so idle. This I say, That among all 
their wars I find not any; wherein their valour hath 
appeared comparable to the English. 

If my judgment seem over-partial : our wars in France 
may help to make it good. 

First therefore, it is well known that Rome or perhaps all 
the world besides, had never any so brave a commander 
in war as Julius CiBSAR; and that no Roman army was, 
comparable unto that which served under the same Cjbsar. 
Likewise, it is apparent that this gallant army, which had 
given fair proof of the Roman courage in the good perform- 
ance of the Helvetian war, when it first entered into Gaul ; 
was nevertheless utterly disheartened, when Casar led it 
against the Germans. So that we may justly impute all 
that was extraordinary in the valour of Cesar’s men ; to 
their long exercise, under so good a leader, in so great a war. 

Now let us in general compare with the deeds done by 
these best of Roman soldiers, in their principal service ; the 
things performed in the same country by our common 
English soldiers, levied in haste from following the cart or 
sittmg on the shop-stall: so shall we see the difference. 
Herein will we deal fairly, and believe Cjbsar in relating the 
acts of the Romans ; but will call the French historians to 
witness what actions were performed hy the English. 

In Cjbsar’s time, France was inhabited by the Gauls, a 
stout people ; but inferior to the French, by whom they 
were subdued, even when the Romans gave them assist- 
ai^ The country of Gaul was rent in sunder, as Casar 
witnesseth, into many Lordships: some of which were 
governed by petty kings and others by the multitude ; none 
ordered in such sort as might make it appliable to the 
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nearest neighbour. The factions were many and violent ; 
not only in general through the whole country, hut between 
petty states — ^yea, in every city ; and almost in every house* 
What greater advantage could a conqueror desire ? 

Yet there was a greater. Ariovistus, with his Germans, 
had overrun the country ; and held much part of it in sub- 
jection, little different from mere slavery. Yea, so often had 
the Germans prevailed in war upon the Gauls; that the 
Gauls — who had sometimes been the better soldiers — did 
hold themselves no way equal to those daily invaders. 

Had France been so prepared unto our English kings, 
Rome itself — by this time, and long ere this time — ^would 
have been ours. But when King Edward III. began his 
war upon France, he found the whole country settled in 
obedience to one mighty King. A King, whose reputation 
abroad was no less than his puissance at home. Under 
whose ensign, the King of Bohemia did serve in person ; at 
whose call, the Genoese and other neighbouring states were 
ready to take arms : finally, a King unto whom one Prince — 
the Dauphin of Viennois — gave away his dominion, for love ; 
and another — the King of Majorca — sold away a goodly city 
and territory, for money. 

The country lying so open to the Romans ; and being so 
well fenced against the English : it is noteworthy, not who 
prevailed most therein — for it were mere vanity to match the 
English purchases with the Roman conquest ; but whether 
of the two gave the greater proof of milita^ virtue ? 

CiBSAR himself doth witness, that the Gauls complained 
of their own ignorance in the art of war ; and that their own 
hardiness was overmatched by the skill of their enemies. 
Poor men 1 they admired the Roman towers and engines of 
battery raised and planted against their walls, as more than 
human. What ereater wonder is it, that such people were 
beaten by the Romans; than that the Caribs— -a naked 
people, but valiant as an 3 r under the sky—- are commonly put 
to uie worse by the Spaniards ? 

Besides all this we are to have regard of the great difficulty 
that was found in drawing all Gauls or any great part m 
thmn to one head ; that w& jpint forces tliey might oppose 
their assailants: as also the much more difficulty 

of hold^ them long together. For liereby it came to paee« 
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that they were never able to make use of Opportunity : but^ 
sometimes compelled to stay for their fellows ; and some- 
times driven to give or take battle upon extreme disadvan- 
1 am, for fear lest their companies should fall asunder — as 
indeed, upon any little disaster, they were ready to bresJc, 
and return every one to the defence of his own. 

All this, and-^which was little less than all this — great 
odds in weapon; gave to the Romans the honour of many 
gallant victories. 

What such help ? or what other worldly help, than the 
golden mettle of their soldiers, had our English Kmgs against 
the French ? Were not the French as well experienced in 
feats of war ? Yea, did they not think themselves therein 
our superiors ? Were they not in arms, in horse, and in all 
provisions, exceedingly beyond us. Let us hear what a 
French writer — ^Jean de Serres — saith of the inequality that 
was between the French and English, when their King John 
was ready to give the onset upon the Black Prince, at the^ 
battle of Poitiers, ** John had all advantages over Edward, 
both in number, force, show, country, and concert — ^the which 
is commonly a consideration of no small importance in worldly 
affidrs — and withal, the choice of all his horsemen, esteemed 
then the best in Europe, with the greatest and wisest captains 
of his whole realm." And what could he have more ? 

I think it would trouble a Roman antiquary to find the 
like example in their histories — the example, I say, of a King 
brought prisoner to Rome by an army of 8,000; which he 
had surrounded with 40,000 better appointed and no less 
expert warriors. This I am sure of, that neither Syphax the 
Numidian followed by a rabble of half scullions, as Livy 
rightly terms them ; nor those cowardly kings Perseus and 
Bbntius are worthy patterns. 

All that have read of Cressy and Agincourt will bear me 
witness that I do not allege the battle of Poitiers for lack of 
other as good examples of the English virtue: the proof 
whereof,, hath left many a hundred better marks in all 
quarters of Prance, than ever did the valour of the Romans. 

If any man impute these victories of ours to the longbow, 
as csnying ftiHber, piercing more strongly, and quicker of 
disehaiKe than the French crossbow ; my answer is ready. 
That in all these respects, it is also, being drawn with a 
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strong arm, superior to the musket : yet is the muiket a 
weapon <d more use. The gun and the crossbow are of Uke 
force when discharged by a boy or woman, as when by a 
strong man : weakness, or sickness, or a sore finger mslces 
the longbow unserviceable. More particularly, I say, that 
it was the custom of our ancestors to shoot, for the most 
part, point blank: and so shall he perceive that will note the 
circumstances of almost any one battle. This takes away 
all objection, for when two armies are within the distance 
of a butt’s length only one flight of arrows, or two at the 
most, can be delivered before they close. Neither is it in 
general true, that the longbow reacheth further, or that it 
pierceth more strongly than the crossbow; but this is the 
rare effect of an extraordinary arm, whereupon can be 
grounded no common rule. 

If any man shall ask, How then, came it to pass that^tl^ 
English won so many great battles, having no advantage to 
help them ? 1 may — with best commendation of ifhodesty — 
refer him to the French historian ; who relating the victory 
of our men at Crevant, where they passed a bridge*in face of 
the enemy, useth these words, ** The English come wi^ a 
conquering braveiy — as he that was accustomed to gain 
ever^here — ^without any stay- He forceth our guard placed 
upon the bridge to keep the passage.*' Or 1 may cite another 
place of the same author, where he tells how the Bretons, 
being invaded by Charles VIII., King of France ; thought it 
good policy to apparel 1,500 of their own men in English 
cassocks; hoping that the very sight of the English Red 
Cross would he enough to terrify the French. But 1 will n^ 
stand to borrow of the French historians — ^all which, exce]^ 
Db Sbrres and Paulus iBiiiLius, report wonders of our 
Nation — the proposition which first I undertook to maintain, 
** That the militi^ virtue of the English, prevailing against 
all manner of difficulties ; ought to be preferred b«ore that 
of the Romans, which was assisted with all advantages that 
ccnild be desired.** 

If it be demanded, Why, then, did not our Kings finish the 
conquest, as Cmsasl had done ? my answer may be (I hops 
without offence), that our Kings were likllto the laoe of 
Macsdm; of whom the poet Ennius me this note, BM* 
potmita nMgU 
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like than politic.*’ Whosp notes their proceedings, may 
find that none of them went to work like a conqueror, save 
only Henry V« ; the course of whose victories, it pleased 
GOD to interrupt by his death. 

But this question is the more easily answered : if another 
be first made. ** Why did not the Romans attempt the 
conquest of Gaul, before the time of Casar ? Why not after 
the Macedonian war ? Why not after the third Punic ? or 
after the Numantian ? ” At all these times, they had good 
leisure. And then, especially, had they both leisure and fit 
opportunity ; when, under the conduct of Marius, they had 
newly vanquished the Cimbri and Teutones ; by whom the 
country of Gaul had been piteously wasted. Surely, the 
words of Tully were true, “ That with other nations, the 
Romans fought for dominion ; with the Gauls, for the pre- 
servation of their own safety ! ” Therefore they attempted 
not the conquest of Gaul, until they were Lords of all other 
countries to them known. 

We, on the other side, held only the one half of our own 
isls^d; the other half, being inhabited by a Nation — ^un- 
less perhaps in wealth and numbers of men, somewhat 
inferior'— evexy way equal to ourselves; a nation anciently 
and strongly allied to our enemies, the French ; and in that 
regard, enemy to us. So that our danger lay both before 
and behind us : and the greater danger at our backs, where 
we commonly felt it. Always, we feared a stronger invasion 
by land; than we could maJce upon France, transporting 
our forces over sea. 

It is usual with men that have pleased themselves in 
admiring the matters which they find in ancient histories ; 
to hold it a great injury done to their judgment, if any one 
take upon him, by way of comparison, to extol the thin^ of 
later ages. But I am well persuaded, that as the divided 
virtue of this our island, hath given more noble proof of 
itself, than under so worthy a leader, the Roman army could 
do ; which afterwards could win Rome and all her empire, 
making Cjbsar a monarch : so hereafter, by GOD's blessing, 
who hath converted our greatest hindrance into our gmatest 
help ; the eneat that shall dare to tiy our forces, will find 
cause to wish; t&t, avoiding us, he had rather encountered as 
great a puissance as was that of the Roman Empire. 
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Thomas, Lord Vaux of Harrowden. 

*rbe assault of Cvpid upon the fort^ 
where the Lover s heart lay wounded ; 
and how he was taken. 
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HBN Cupid scaled first the fort, 
Wherein my heart lay wounded sore : 
The batteiy was of such a sort, 

That 1 must }rield or die therefore. 


There saw I Lovb, upon the wallp 
How he his banner did display : 
Alarm ! Alarm ! he ’gan to call. 
And bade his soldiers keep array. 


The arms the which that Cupid bare 
Were pierc^ hearts with tears besprent ; 
In sUver and sable to declare 
The steadfast love he always meant. 


There might you see his band all drest 
In colours like to white and bla ^ ; 
With powder and with pellets, ]9esi 
To bru^ the fort to spoil and |ack« 


First Version of Cvpid^s assault. y$ 

Qood-will, the Master of the Shot, 

Stood in the rampire brave and proud ; 

For ’spense of powder, he spared not 
Assault 1 Assault I to cry aloud. 

There might you hear the cannons roar, 

Each piece discharged a lover’s look, 

Which had the power to rent ; and tore 
In any place whereas it took. 

And even with the trumpets’ sound. 

The scaling ladders were up set ; 

And Beauty walked up and down 
With bow in hand, and arrows whet. 

Then first Desire began to scale. 

And shrouded him under his tai^ge ; 

As on the worthiest of them all. 

And aptest for to give the charge. 

Then pushdd soldiers with their pikes. 

And halbardiers with handy strokes. 

The arquebuse in flesh it lights, 

And dims the air with misty smokes. 

And as it is the soldiers’ use. 

When shot and powder ’gins to want ; 

1 hang^ up my flag of truce. 

And pleaded for my life’s grant. 

When Fancy thus had made her breach, 

And Beauty entered with her band : 

With nag and baggage; silly wretch 1 
I yielded into Beauty’s hand. 
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Then Beauty bade to blow retreat, 

And eveiy soldier to retire : 

And Mercy mild with speed to fet 
Me, captive bound as prisoner. 


“ Madam,** quoth I, since that this day 
Hath served you at all essays ; 

I yield to you without delay. 

Here of the fortress, all the keys.** 


** And since that I have been the mark, 
At whom you shot at with your eye ,* 
Needs must you with your handiwork, 
Or salve the sore or let me die.'* 


[Three imitations of this famous poem will be found at pp. isS, 460. 651]. 


THE 

GREAT FROST. 

Cold doings in London, except it be at the 

LOTTERY. 

With News out of the Country. 

A familiar talk between a Countryman and 

a Citizen touching this terrible Frost, and the Great 
Lottery, and the effects of them. 
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A Table of the most special matters 
of note contained in this 
short Discourse. 

1. A description of the Thames being frozen ^er. 

2. The dangers that hath happened to some 
persons passing upon the Thames. 

8. The harms that thb frost hath done to the 
City. 

4. The misery that the country people are driven 
into by the means of this frost. 

6. The frosts in other Kings’ times compared with 
this. 

6. A description of the Lottery. 





THE GREAT FROST 

Cold doings in London, 

a Dialogue. 


THE SPEAKERS. 

A Citizen. 

A ConntrynuuL 


Citizen. — ig^ gll|| Ld Father, you are most heartily 
welcome to London 1 

EaSb vl Countryman. Sir, I give you 
BojIHhBdH hearty thanks : but 

you must pardon me, I am an old 
man and have those defects that 
j^Mjjj^^Kflngo along with old age. I have 
■*^**^^**' both bad eyes to discern my friends 
and a weak memoiy to keep their names in mind. I have 
quite lost the remembrance of you. 

Oit Nay, father, I am a mere stranger to you : but seeing 
white hairs to cover your head as well as mine own, I make 
bold to reach out my hand to you. There is honesty in your 
veiy looks ; and eveiy honest man is worthy, and ought to be 
taken into acquaintance. 

OouiL I am beholden to you for this courtesy. You 
citiaens are civil, and we poor countiy fellows are plainr but 
albeit I walk in tusset and coarse grey, I have a true heart. 
What is your pleasure, Sir ? 
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Oit. If your haste be no greater than mine — for blessed 
be GOD, we have now too many idle hours egeinst our will 
— I would gladly confer with you of the state of the country; 
and if I can delight you with any city news, you shall have 
my bosom opened freely. 

OoniL The ploughman's hands, Sir, are now held in his 
pocket as well as the shopkeeper's. I have as little to do as 
you, and therefore an hour's chat shall please me well. V/t 
old men are old chronicles, and when our tongues go they 
are not clocks to tell only the time present, but large books 
unclasped ; and our speeches, like leaves turned over and 
over, discover wonders that are long since past. 

dt. I am glad that I have met with an old man that hath 
not stood still all his life like a pool ; but like a river hath run 
through the world to get experience. But I pray you, of 
what country are you ? 

Conn. Of Ripon in Yorkshire. 

Cit. And, if It be not too much beyond the rule of good 
manners ; let me be bold to inquire what drew you, dwelling 
so far off, to travel to London ? 

Conn. Many, Sir, I will tell you : even that drew me to 
London which draws you out of your houses ; that which 
makes you cry out in London We have cold doings," and 
to leave your shops to catch your heat in the streets : nay, 
to leave your new beautiful walks in Moorfields — for those 1 
have seen at my entering into the city — and to make newer 
and larger walks, though not so safe, upon a field of glass 
as it were. That slippery world, which I beheld, as I 
remember, in the fifth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
— or 1 am sure 1 am not much wide—do I come thus far to 
behold again in the fifth year of our good King Jambs : and 
that is, in a few cold woins, the Thames frozen ovec, 

CKt. Yea, father, and frozen over and over. 

CknUL 1 have but two ears. Sir — if 1 had more I were a 
monster : but those two ears bring me home a thousand tales 
in less than seven days. Some I hearken to, some 1 shake 
my head at, some I smile at, some I think true, some I know 
iatte. But because this world is like our millers in tbd 
ca#tiy, knavish and hard to be trusted ; though mine ears 
be mine own and good, yet 1 had rather give credit to mine 
eyess although they see but badly.yet i]hey will not oosen 
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me; tRey Rave not these fourscore years. And that is the 
reason 1 have made them my guides now in this journey : 
and they shall be my witnesses — when I get home again and 
sity as I hope I shall, turning a crab by the fire — of what 
wonders I have been a beholder. 

Cit. In good sadness, father, I am proud that such a heap 
of years lying on your back, you stoop no lower for them. 
I come short of you by more than twenty ; and methinks I 
am both more unlusty and look more aged. 

COUIL Oh, Sir, riots! riots! surfeits I surfeits stick 
white hairs upon young men's chins ; when sparing diets hold 
colour. Your crammed capons feed you fat here in London ; 
but our beef and bacon feed us strong in the countiy. Long 
sleeps and late watchings dry up your blood and wither your 
cheeks : we go to bed with the lamb and rise with the lark, 
which makes our blood healthful. You are still sending to 
the apothecaries and still crying out to ** fetch Master Doctor 
to me : ” but our apothecary's shop is our garden full of' 
potherbs, and our doctor is a good clove of garlic. I am as 
lusty and sound at heart, I praise my GOD, as my yoke of 
bullocks that are the servants to my plough. 

Git Yet I wonder that having no more sand in the glass 
of your life— for young men may reckon years, but we old 
men must count upon minutes — 1 wonder, I say, how you 
durst set forth, and how you could come thus far. 

OouiL How I durst set forth I If King Harry were now 
alive again, 1 durst and would, as old and stiff as I am, go 
with him to Boulogne. We have trees in our town that 
bear fruit tn winter. I am one of those winter plums ; and 
though I taste a little sour, yet I am sound at heart and 
^all not rot yet 1 hope, for all this frost. 

Git. It were pity so reverend an oak should so soon be 
felled down. You may stand and grow yet many a year. 

Gomi. Yes, Sir, downward. Downward you and I must 
grow, like ears of com when they be ripe. But I beseech 
you tell me. Is that |;oodly river of yours — I call it yours 
because you are a citiaen, and that river is the nurse that 
gives milk and honey to your city — but is that lady of j^sh 
waters all cohered over with ice ? ^ 

Olti All over, I assure you, father. The frost hath made 
i floor upon it* which shows like grey marble roughly hewn 
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out. It is a very pavement of glass, but that it is more 
strong. The Thames now lies in ; or rather is turned, as 
some think, bankrupt : and dares not show her head ; for 
all the water of it floats up and down like a spring in a cellar. 

Conn. GOD help the poor fishes ! It is a hard world with 
them, when their houses are taken over their heads. They 
use not [are not accustomed] to lie under such thick roofs. 
But I pray. Sir, are all the arches of your famous London 
Bridge so dammed up with ice that the flakes show like so 
many frozen gates shut up close ; and that nothing passes 
through them ; nay, that a man cannot look through them as 
he had wont ? 

Cit. No such matter. The Thames with her ebbing and 
flowing, hath at sundry times brought down, aye winter 
castles of ice; which, jostling against the arches of the 
Bridge, and striving — like an unruly drunkard at a ^te of 
the city in the night time — to pass through, have there been 
stayed and lodged so long till they have lain in heaps, and 
got one upon another : but not so ambitiously as you speak 
of them. 

Conn. And do not the western barges come down upon 
certain artificial pulleys and engines, sliding on the ice ; to 
serve your city with fuel ? 

Cit. That were a wonder worth the seeing, and more strange 
than the rowing over steeples by land in a wherry. I assure 
you these stories shall never stand in our chronicles. There 
is no such motion. 

Conn. But I hope, Sir, you and I may drink a pint of 
sack in the tavern that runs upon wheels on the river, as well 
as a thousand have done besides, may we not ? The motion 
of that wine cellar, 1 am sure is to be seen. Is it not ? 

dt. The water cellar is, but the wine cellars have too 
good doings on the land to leave that, and to set up taverns 
on the river. You know more in the country I perceive than 
we do in the city of these matters. 

ComL Nay, Sir, we hear more but know less. We hear 
the lies, and vou Imow the truth. Why law you now, had 
not I made this journey to London, 1 had died in misbelief* 
Mule ears might thus have made me to have been called an 
oU doting fool. For I, giving credit to report, should have 
uttered these fables for truths : and I beinsfan old man, should 
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have been believed — ^for a white head ought not to hold a 
black tongue — and so my sons and daughters, taking a father's 
word, might peradventure forty years hence have been called 
clowns for ju8tif3dng a lie so monstrous and incredible. 

Git. Bar all these rumours hereafter out of your ears ; for 
they are false and deceitful, and fly up and down like 
lapwings ; their in times being there it is, when it is not. 

Coun. You, Sir, are a man, that by your head and beard, 
as well as myself, should be one of Time’s sons, and should 
therefore love his daughter. Truth. Make me so much 
beholding to you, as to receive from you the right picture of 
all these your waterworks; how they began, how they have 
grown, and in what fashion have continued. 

Oit Most gladly will I satisfy your request. You shall 
understand that the Thames began to put on his 
“ freeze-coat,” which he yet wears, about the week u was frann. 
before Christmas ; and hath kept it on till now this latter end 
of January [1608]: how longtime soever besides to come« 
none but GOO knows. 

Conn. Did it never thaw in these many weeks ? 

Cit. Only three days, or four at the most ; and that but 
weakly, to dissolve so great a hardness. The cakes of ice, 
great in quantity and in great numbers, were made and baked 
cold in the mouth of winter, at the least a fortnight or three 
weeks before they were crusted and cemented together ; but 
after they once joined their strengths into one, their backs 
held out and could not be broken. 

Conn. We may make this good use, even out of this 
wateiy and transformed element ; that London upholdeth a 
State: and again, that violent factions and combinations, 
albeit of the basest persons, in a commonwealth are not 
easily dissolved ; if once they be suffered to grow up to a head. 
On, Sir, I pray. 

Olt. This cold breakfast being given to the city, and the 
Thames growing more and more hard-hearted ; wild youths 
and boys were the first merchant-venturers that Finn^ow 
set out. to discover these cold islands of ice upon 
the river. And the first path that was beaten coidH«rbow. 
forth to pass to the Bank Side, without going over [London] 
Bridge or by boat, was about Cold Harbour and in those 

pla^M near the Bridge : for the tides still piling up the flakes 
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of ice one upon another in those parts of the Thames ; it 
was held the best and the safest travelling into our new 
found Freeze-Land by those creeks. 

Conn. But this onset prospering and they coming off well 
heartened others to come on, Sir, did it not ? 

Oit. No soldiers more desperate in a skirmish. Speak it, 
father, from my mouth for an assured truth, that there was 
as it were an artificial bridge of ice reaching from one side of 
the river to the other, upon which infinite numbers of people 
passed to and fro, jostling one another in crowds : while the 
current of the water ran in sight, more than half the breadth 
of the Thames, on either side of that icy bridge ; the bridge 
itself being not above five yards broad, if so much. 

Ck>111L It was strange I But it was said of you Londoners 
that when you strive to be kind, you turn into prodigals; 
when you are cowards, you are arrant cowards ; an^ when 
you are bold, you are too desperately venturous. 

Cit. It appears so by this frost : for no danger could nip 
their bloods with fear ; but over some went in shoals, when 
thousands stood gazing on and swore they would not follow 
their steps in that watery wilderness for many thousands of 
pounds. Nay, even many of those that were the discoverers 
and did first venture over, would never undertake the second 
voyage : but protested when they were half way they would 
have lost much to have been again on shore. 

Ck>lllL It is most likely : for perils that are not common 
make men foolhardy ; but being once tasted, they tremble 
to come near them. 

dt. You say true, father : but the fear of this shipwreck 
and of these rocks grew every day less and less. As the ice 
increased in hardness, so men’s hearts increased in hardiness: 
so that at the length — the frost knitting all his sinews 
together; and the inconstant water by that means, being of a 
floating element, changed into a firm ground as it were---both 
IHM mniMa men, women, and children walked over and up and 
down in such companies; that, I verily believe* 
and I dare almost swear it, the one half, if not 
three parts of the i>eople in the city have been seen gdng M 
the Thames. Hie river showed not now, neither shows it yet» 
like a river, but like a field ; where archers shoot at pridn, 
[togrir] while others play at football. It ia«a place of mmstety^ 
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whei^ some wrestle and some run ; and he that does best; is 
aptest to take a fall. It is an alley to walk upon without dread» 
albeit under it be most assured danger. The gentlewomen 
that tremble to pass over a bridge in the field, do here walk 
boldly. The citizen's wife that looks pale when she sits in a 
boat for fear of drowning, thinks that here she treads as safe 
now as in her parlour. Of all ages, of both sexes, of all 
professions, this fs the common path. It is the roadway 
between London and Westminster, and between Southwark 
and London. Would you drink a cup of sack, father ? here 
stand some with runlets to fill it out. 

Conn. Ah hal that is the tavern then that is talked on. 

Cit. Thirst you for beer, ale, usquebaugh, &c. ; or for 
victuals ? There you may buy it, because \in Beer, aie, wine, 
order ikafl you may tell another day how you 
dined upon the Thames. Are you cold with going Thames 
over ? You shall ere you come to the midst of the river, spy 
some ready with pans of coals to warm your fingers. If you 
want fruit after you have dined, there stand costermongers 
to serve you at your call. And thus do people leave their 
houses and the streets ; turning the goodliest river in the 
whole kingdom into the broadest street to walk in. 

Coun. But tell me, I pray. Sir, if all the merchants that 
undertake this voyage to these your narrow seas ; are none 
undone ? Do none of your fresh-water soldiers miscarry, and 
dr^ down in these slippery marshes? 

Git. Yes, Sir, I have heard of many and have been an 
eyewitness of some : of all which, 1 will be sparing in report, 
being rather willing to be reprehended for telling too little 
than for discovering too much. 

OoHXL It is a modesty that well becomes any man, albeit 
nothing but truth sit upon his tongue. But I pray, sitheace 
you crack the shell, let us see what kernel there is 
within It: sithence you have bestowed the sweet, let me 
taste the sour. Let your news be as country folks bring fruit 
to your markets, the bad and good together. Say, have none 
gone westward for smelts," as our proverbial phrase is ? 

Cit. Yes, it hath been a kind of battle for the time. For 
some have fallen in up to the knees, others to 
the middle, others to the armpits ; yea, and some 
have been ducked over head and ears, yet have KSm., 
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crawled out like drowned rats : while others have sunk to the 
bottom that never rose again to the top. They had a cold 
bed to lie in ! Amongst many other mi^ortunes that are to 
be pitied, this is one. A couple of friends shooting on the 
Thames with birding pieces, it happened they struck a sea- 
pie or some other fowl. They both ran to fetch it. The one 
stumbled forward, his head slipped into a deep hole, and there 
he was drowned : the other in his haste slipped backward, 
and by that means saved his life. 

A poor fellow likewise having heated his body with drink, 
thought belike to cool it on the water : but coming to walk 
on the ice, his head was too heavy for his heels ; so that 
down he fell, and there presently died. 

Conn. Let his fall give others warning how to stand. 
Your city cannot choose but to be much damnified \injut€d\ 
by this strange congealing of the river. ^ 

Git. Exceeding much, &ther. Strangers may guess at our 
ThehvtdMt harms : yet none can give the full number of them 
but we that are the inhabitants. For the City by 
this means is cut off from all commerce. Shop- 
keepers may sit and ask ** What do you lack ? ** when the 
passengers [passers M may very well reply What do you 
lack yourselves ? " They may sit and stare on men, but not 
sit and sell. It was, before, called ** The dead term : ” and 
now may we call this ** The dead vacation," ** The frozen 
vacation," The cold vacation.’* If it be a gentleman’s life 
to live idly and do nothing, how many poor artificers and 
tradesmen have been made gentlemen then by this frost? 
For a number of occupations — like the flakes of ice that lie 
in the Thames — are by this malice of Winter, trod clean 
under foot, and will not yet be able to stir. Alas, poor 
watermen 1 you have had cold cheer at this banquet. You 
that live altogether upon water, can scarce get water to your 
hands. It is a hard thing now for you to earn your bread 
with the sweat of your brows. 

ConiL This beating may make them wise. The want that 
this hard season drives them into, may teach them to play 
the ants ; and in summer to make a pro^sion against tlm 
wrath of winter. There is no mischica bom alone, I know. 
Calamities commonly are, by birth, twins. Methinks, thefe* 
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of wood. This cold ague of the earth must needs have warmth 
to help it. That warmth must come from fire, and that fire can* 
not be had without cost : howthen, I pray you, in this so general 
an afiliction did poor people shift for fuel to comfort them ? 

Oit Their care for fire was as great as for food. Nay, to 
want it was a worse torment than to be without meat. The 
belly was now pinched to have the body warmed : The wut of 
and had not the provident Fathers of this city 
[i. e, the Corporation] carefully, charitably and out of a good 
and godly zeal, dispersed a relief to the poor in several parts 
and places about the outer bounds of the City, where poverty 
most inhabiteth ; by storing them beforehand with sea coal 
and other firing at a reasonable rate, I verily persuade 
myself that the unconscionable and unmerciful raising of the 
prices of fuel by chandlers, woodmongers, &c. — who now 
meant to lay the poor on the rack — would have been the 
death of many a wretched creature through want of succour. 

Conn. Not unlikely. Sir. 

Oit. For neither could coal be brought up the river, 
neither could wood be sent down. The western barges 
might now wrap up their smoky sails ; for albeit they had 
never so lofty a gale, their voyage was spoiled : the winds 
were with them, but the tide was clean against them. And 
not only hath this frost nipped away those comforts that should 
revive the outward parts of the body ; but those also that 
should give strength and life to the inward. For Dewth of 
you of the country being not able to travel to the victoau. 
City with victuals, the price of victail must of necessity be 
enhanced ; and victail itself brought into a scarcity. And 
thus have I given you, according to your request, a true 
picture of our Thames frozen over ; and withal have drawn 
^ in as lively colours as I can, to my skill, as it were in a little 
table \picture]^ all the miseries, mischiefs and inconveniences, 
which this hard time hath thrown upon our City. 

OoniL Sir, you have satisfied me to the full ; and have 
^en unto me so good a taste of your love, that if I should 
live double the years that are already scored on my head, I 
cannot choose but die indebted to your kindness. 

Oit. Not so, father, for you shall, if you please, come out 
of my debt presently ; and your payment shall be in the self- 
same coin that you received of me, that is to say words. 
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OOUIL 1 am glad, Sir, you will take a poor countryman's 
word for so round a sum as I acknowledge is dwing to you 
You are a merciful creditor. GOD send me sdways to 
deal with such chapmen ! But how will you set down my 
parents ? 

Git. Marry thus, father. As I have discovered unto ^u 
what cold doings we have had during this frost in the city;* 
so, I pray, let me understand from you what kind of world 
you have lived in, in the country. 

Conn. The world with us of the country runs upon the old 
rotten wheels. For all the northern cloth that is woven in 
jwwr nf our country will scarce make a gown to keep Charity 
cpmury waiTO ; she goes so a-cold. Rich men had never more 
money, and Covetousness had never less pity. There was never 
n any age more money stirring, nor never more stir to get 
money. Farmers are now slaves to racking young pr^igal 
l^dlords. Those landlords are more servile slaves to their own 
riots and luxury. But these are the common diseases of every 
kingdom, and therefore are but common news. The tunes 
of the nightingale are stale in the middle of summer, because 
we hear them at the coming in of the spring : and so these 
harsh notes which are sung in every country do by custom 
grow not to be regarded. But your desire. Sir, is to know 
how we spend the days of this our frozen age in the country. 
Cit. That 1 would hear indeed, father. 

CoiUi. Believe me, Sir, as wickedly you must think as 
you can hear in your City. It goes as hard with us as it doth 
TlwiiiiMnw with you. The same cold hand of Winter is thrust 
into our bosoms. The same sharp air strikes 
ckMirat. wounds into our bodies. The same sun shines 
upon us ; but the same sun doth not heat us any more than 
it doth you. The poor ploughman's children sit ciying and 
blowing their nails, as lamentably as the children and 
servants of your poor artificers. Hunger pinches their cheeks, 
as deep into the flesh as it doth into yours here. Yon ciy 
out here, you are undone for coals : and we complain, we 
shall die for want of wood. All your care is to fuovide Ibr 
your wives, children, and servants in this time of sadness t but 
we go beyond you in cares. Not only our wives, our children 
and houmold servants are unto us a cause of sortcnv: but 
we grieve as much to behold the misery ofiour pom* cattk in 
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this frozen-hearted season, as it doth to look upon our 
affliction. Our beasts are our faithful servants; and do their 
labour truly when we set them to it. They are our nurses 
that give us milk, they are our ^ides in our journeys, they 
are our partners and help to enrich our state ; yea, they are 
the veiv upholders of a poor farmer's lands and living. 
«Ala8 ! then, what master that loves his servant as he ought, 
but would almost break his own heartstrings with sighing; to 
see these pine and mourn as they do ? The ground is bare 
and not worth a poor handful of grass. The earth seems 
barren and bears nothing : or if she doth most unnaturally 
she kills it presently [at once] or suffers it through cold to 
perish. By which means the lusty horse abates his flesh 
and hangs his head, feeling his strength go from him ; the 
ox stands bellowing, the ragged sheep bleating, the poor 
lamb shivering and starving to death. 

The poor cottager that hath but a cow to live upon must 
feed upon hungry meals, GOD knows ! when the beast herself 
hath but a bare commons. He that is not able to bid all 
his cattle home, and to feast them with fodder out of his 
barns; will scarce have cattle at the end of summer to 
fetch home his harvest. Which charge of feeding so niany 
beastly mouths, is able to eat iip a countrymsm's 

estate; if his providence before time hath not been the 
greater to meet and prevent such storms. Of necessity our 
sheep, oxen, &c., must be in danger of famishing; having 
nothing but what our old grandam the earth will allow them 
to live upon. Of necessity must they pine ; sithence \sinc$\ 
all the fruits that had wont to spring out of her fertile womb 
are now nipped in their birth, and likely never to prosper. 
And to prove that the ground hath her very heart as it were 
' broken, and that she hath not lively sap enough in her veins 
left as yet to quicken her, and to raise her up to strength ; 
behold this one infallible token. The Leek, whose courage 
hath ever been so undaunted that he hath borne up his lustv 
head in all storms, and could never be compelled to shrink 
(dr hail, snow, frost or showers ; is now by the violence and 
cruelty of this weather beaten into the earth, being rotted, 
dead; disgraced, and trod upon. 

And thus. Sir, if words may be taken for current payment 
to a creditor so worthy as yourself, have I tendered some 
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fiart of my love in requital of yours. You gave unto me a 
map of your city as it stands now in the frost; and I 
bcatowed upon you a model of the countiy which I pray 
receive with as friendly a hand as that which offers it. 

Oit I do, with millions of thanks. The story which you 
told, albeit it yet makes my heart bleed to think upon the 
calamities of my poor countrymen, yet was it uttered with sa 
grave a judgment and in a time so well befitting your age 
that I kept mine ears open and my lips locked up ; for I was 
loth to interrupt you till all was told: wherein you show 
yourself to be a careful and honest debtor in discharging 
your bond all at one sum, when you might have done it in 
several payments. 

But 1 pray you, father, what is your opinion of this strange 
winter ? 1 csill you, father, albeit my own head be whitened 

by old age as well as yours ; and be not angry that hdo so, 
it is an honourable title due unto your years. For as those 
that are young men to me, bestow that dignity upon my 
silver hairs, and I am proud to take it : so would 1 not have 
you disdain that attribute from my mouth, that am a young 
man to you ; sithence 1 do it out of love and the reverence I 
bear to my elders. Tell me therefore, I pray, your judgment 
of this frost ; and what, in the school of your experience you 
have read or can remember, may be the effects which it 
may produce or which, of consequence, are likely to follow 
upon it. 

Conn. I shall do my best to satisfy you. When these great 
hills of ice shall be digged down and be made level 
with the waters ; when these hard rocks shall melt 
^ >*• into soft rivers, and that a sudden thaw shall over* 
come this sharp frost, then is it to be feared that the swift, 
violent, and unresistible land currents will bear down bridges, 
beat down buildings, overflow our cornfields, overrun the 
pastures, drown our cattle, and endanger the lives both of 
man and beast travelling on their way. 

Oit. You say right. This prognostication which your 
judgment looks into did always fall out to be too true : but 
what other weather doth your calendar promise ? 

OoniL I will not hide within me from you that which time 
and observation have taught me. And albeit strange unto 
you that an old country penny-father, a, plain holhmd ruff 
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and a kersey stocking, should talk thus of the change of 
season and the mutability of the world: yet, Sir, know, 
I beseech you, that my education was finer than my russet 
outside ; and that my parents did not only provide to leave 
me something, but took care, above that transitory blessing, 
that 1 should taste a little of the fruit of learning and 
knowledge. 

Cit. It will be a pleasing and profitable journey to our 
countrymen though a laborious voyage for you. 

Conn. I have read how in the reign of King William 
Rufus, in the fifth year [1091^2 a.d.] as I 
remember, that rivers of this kingdom were so 
frozen over that carts and wains laden did without danger 
pass over them. 

In the sixth year of the reign of King John, a frost began 
upon the 13th of January [1205 a.d.] and continued King John. 
till the 22nd of March following : the earth by means of 
it being so hardened that the plough lay still and the ground 
could not be tilled. The wounds that this frost gave the 
commonwealth were for that present scarce felt ; they were 
not deep, they were not thought dangerous : but the summer 
following did they freshly begin to bleed ; for then a quarter 
of wheat was sold for a mark [13s. 4d. ~ £10 los. in present 
value], which in the reign of Henry the Second (before 
him) was sold for no more than twelve pence. 

There was likewise so great a frost in the 53rd year of the 
reign of Henry the Third, that being at Saint King hkniiy. 
Andrew’s tide [30 November 1268 a.d.] ; it continued till 
Candlemas [2 February 1269 a.d.] : so that men and beasts 
went over the Thames from Lambeth to Westminster; and 
the goods of merchants not being able to be transported by 
water, were carried from Sandwich and other havens, and 
so brought to London by land. But no extraordinary or 
memorable accident following or going before this frost 
I will pass over it, and come to that frost season in the 
tenth year [1281-82 a.d.] of Edward the First, whose 
violent working was so cruel, and did build such KingEowASD 
cairtlcs of ice upon the Thames and other rivers, 
that five arches of London bridge were borne down, and all 
Rochester bridge was carried clean away, with divers others. 

In the Seven and thirtieth year of Edward the Third 
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a frost began in England about the midst of September 
KincEimASD [1363 A.D.] ; and thawed not till April [1364 a.d.] 
tiw Twab following : so that it continued almost eight months. 

In the ninth year [1407-8 a.d.] of King Henry the 
Kinc hbnkt Fourth ; was there a irost that lasted fifteen 
tWoirwru. weeks. 

kuwEdwakd The like happened in the fourth year 
iheToutTH. [1464-65 A.D.] of EdWARD the FOURTH. 

In the ninth year [1517-18 a.d.] of King Henry the 
Eighth, the Thames was frozen over, that men with horses 
and carts passed upon it : and in the very next succeeding 
Kmc Henry year died multitudes of people by a strange disease 
ihe Eichth. called the “ sweating sickness. ** 

There was one great frost more in England, in our memory, 
Qoeea and that was in the seventh year of Queen 
euzabbtm, Elizabeth ; which began upon the fist of 
December [1564 a.d.] and held on so extremely that upon 
New Year's Eve following people in multitudes went upon 
the Thames from London bridge to Westminster ; some — as 
you tell me, Sir, they do now— playing at football, others 
shooting at pncks. This frost ^gan to thaw upon the 
third day of January [1565 a.d.] at night, and on the fifth 
of the same month there was no ice to be seen between 
London bridge and Lambeth ; which sudden thaw brought 
forth sudden harms. For houses and bridges were over- 
turned by the land floods ; among which Owes [Ouse] bridge 
in Yorkshire was borne away; many numbers of people 
perishing likewise by those waters. 

Cit, You have a happy memory, father. Your head, I see, 
is a very storehouse of antiquity. You are of yourself, a 
whole volume of chronicles. Time hath well bestowed his 
lessons upon you ; for you are a ready scholar of his, and do 
repeat his stories by heart perfectly. 

OouiL And thus, as 1 said before, you may perceive that 
these extraordinaiy fevers have always other evils attending 
upon them. 

nti You have made it plain unto me : and I pray GOD*- 
at whose command the sun sends forth his heat to comfort 
the earth, and the winds* bitter storms to deface the foutts 
of it — ^that in this last afiliction of waters, which are haodened 
against us, all other miseries maybe clo^ withal; and that 
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tne stnpes or sundry plagues and calamities which for these 
many years have been seen sticking in our flesh, may work 
in our bodies such amendment, and in our souls such repent- 
ance, that the rod of the divine Justicer may be held back 
from scourging us any longer. 

CotllL 1 gladly and from my heart play the clerk, crying 

Amen." 1 have been bold and troublesome to you, Sir. 

Cit. You teach me what language to speak to yourself in. 
I would neither of us both had ever spent an hour worse. 

CkrniL Indeed, time is a jewel of incomparable value ; yet, 
as unthrifts do by their money, we are prodigal in wasting 
it; and never feel the true sweetness of enjoying it till we 
have lost all. But sithence I have waded thus far into 
conference with you, and that it is our agreement to barter 
away news one with another, as merchants do their com- 
modities, I must request one kindness more at your hands. 

Cit. What is that, father ? I am now in your debt, and in 
conference I must see you satisfied. 

Conn. 1 hear, Sir, strange report of a certain lottery for 
plate of a great value here in London. Is it true ? 

Cit. It is true that there is a lottery, and it is set up by 
strangers. 

Conn. I remember that, as I take it, in the eleventh year 
[1568-69 A.D.] of Queen Elizabeth, a lottery began here in 
London ; in which, if my memory fail not, there were four 
hundred thousand lots to be drawn. 

Cit You say right. So much still lies in my memory. 

Conn. Marty, that lottery was only for money, and every 
lot was ten shillings [<=3^ present value]. It was held at 
the west door of Saint Paul’s church. It began upon the 
ixtb of January [1569] and continued day and night till the 
6th of May following, which was almost four months : and 
the common burden of that song, when poor prizes were 
drawn, was Twopence halfpenny. 

Cit That was a prize poor enough. I’ll be sworn. Nay, 
father, then was there another gallant lottexy about the eight 
and twentieth year of the same queen’s reign, which began 
in the middle of summer [1586 a.d.] , and was for marvellously 
rich and coatly armour, gilt and engraven. 

CkniXL That lottery I heard of, but never saw it : for 1 was 
4 lili in the oountiy. 
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dt. To win that armour, all the Companies of the city 
ventured general sums of money [i.e. mof$ey belonging to ihar 
several C^porations], But because you desire to hear some 
news of this last lottery that now tempteth the people 
together, I will tell you so much of it as I certainly know 
for truth ; referring your ear, if you would know more, to the 
great voice of the vulgar, of whom you may be sure to have 
more than willingly you will carry home. 

Conn. Oh, Sir, the wild beast with many heads must needs 
have as many tongues ; and it is not possible those tongues 
should go true, no more than all the clocks do. But, I pray 
you, speak on. 

dt. This lottery, as I said before, consisteth all of plate. 
It is a goodly goldsmith's shop to come into : and to behold 
so many gilt spoons, cups, bowls, basons, ewers, &c., fairly 
graven and richly gilded, who would not be tempts to 
venture a shilling — for that is a stake for a lot — when for 
that shilling he may haply draw a piece of plate worth a 
hundred pounds [ = £1000 in present value] ^ or a hundred and 
forty, fifty, or threescore pounds ; if he can catch it, which 
he may if fortune favour him. 

Conn. Oh, Sir, that sound of a hundred pounds makes good 
music in the ear, and draws men to hearken to it. Those 
are the sweet baits ; but upon what hooks, I pray you, are 
those lickerish baits hung ? 

dt. Upon villanous long ones. For to every prize there 
are put in forty blanks ; so there are so many tricks to set a 
man beside the saddle, and but one to leap in. There are 
7,600 prizes and 42,000 blanks. A number of hard*choked 
pears must be swallowed before the delicate fruit can be 
tasted. 

OomL And yet 1 hear that the people fly thither like wild 
geese. 

dt» You may well say like wild geese : for some of them 
prove such goose caps by going thither, that they leave 
themselves no more feathers on their backs than a gooie 
hath when she is plucked. 1 have sat there wd beheld thm 
faces of all sorts of people that flock to this fair of silver 
household stuff. It is better than ten comedies to note 
their entrances into the place and their exits: and yett |a 
good trutlu I have been neartily sorry to see what tragical 
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ends liave fallen upon some poor housekeepers that have 
come thither. About the doors, multitudes still are crowding ; 
above, the room is continually filled with people. Every 
mouth is bawling out for lots, and every hand thrust out to 
snatch them. Both hands are lifted up, the one to deliver 
the condemned shillings, the other to receive the papers of 
life and death. And when the papers, which are rolled up 
like wafers, are paid for ; lo I what praying is there in every 
comer that GOD would, if it be His will, send them good 
fortune. How gingerly do they open their twelvepenny 
commodity ! How leisurely, with what gaping of the 
mouth, with what licking of the lips, as though they felt 
sweetness in it before they tasted it 1 How the standers by 
encourage him that hath drawn to open boldly, as if it were 
to venture upon the mouth of a cannon: and with what 
strange passions and pantings does he turn over his waste 
papers? But when he finds within but a pale piece of 
paper. Lord 1 how he swears at his own folly, curses the 
Frenchmen, and cries ** A plague on the house ” and wishes 
all the plate were molten and poured down the throats of 
them that own it. Yet when he hath emptied his bosom of 
all this bitterness, the very casting of his eye upon a goodly 
fair bason of silver so sweetens the remembrance of his lost 
money, that to it he falls again ; and never gives over so long 
as he can make any shift for the other shilling. And thus 
do a number of poor men labour with a kind of greediness to 
beggar themselves. 

UOniL But amongst all these land rovers, have none of 
them the luck of men of war to win rich prizes ? 

Cit. Yes, some do : and the making of one is the undoing 
of a hundred : for the sight of a standing bowl being borne 
openly away in triumph by some poor fellow, so sets all thcir 
teeth on edge that are the gazers on, that many are almost 
mad till they have sold their pewter, in hope to change it 
ipto a cupboard of silver plate* And so far does this frenzy 
lead some, especially the baser sort of people, that this man 
pawns his cloak ; that man his holiday breeches; this woman 
sell her brass; that gossip makes away with her linen : and 
aU these streams meet in the end in one river. These do all 
suffer shipwreck, and the sea swallows the spoil. The one 
goes home crying and cursipg, the other stands still tickling 



96 Thk great frost of J anu ary i 6o8. 


with laughter ; the one hugs himself for his good success* the 
other is ready to hang himself for his ill-fortune, Caimen 
sell their horses and give over drawing of loads to draw lots. 
There came a young wench in one day, a maid-servant* that 
had newly received her quarter's wages, and was going to 
buy clothes to her back : but this silver mine standing in 
her way, here she vowed to dig and to try if she could be 
made for ever. She ventured all her money, and lost all : 
but when she saw it gone, she sighed and swore that the loss 
of her maidenhead should never have grieved her so much 
as the loss of her wages. 

COUXL I believe her. Sir. 

Cit. Imagine how a vintner’s boy, having received a 
reckoning of his master's guests, and they falling presently 
to dice ; if the drawer should set his master’s money, and 
crying “ at all," should lose it all : how would that Rdllow 
look ? even so looked that poor wench. 

ConiL Are there — think you, Sir — no deceits in this 
lottery to cozen and abuse the people? 

Oil Trust me, father, I dare accuse no man of any, 
because I know of none. Such actions as these — how 


warrantable soever, and strengthened by the best authorities 
who have wisdom to look through and through them — if 
there were any juggling conceit, notwithstanding stand 
from the stings of slander. If any villany be done, the 
peOTle that swarm hither practise it one against another. 
CTouil And how, 1 pray you. Sir ? 
dt. For 1 have been told that some one crafty knave 
amongst the rest, taking upon him to play the good 
hSJj, shepherd over the flock that stands about him, hath 

S thered money from several men or women, he himself 
lewise putting in his own ; and then keeping a crowding to 
pass through the press, he comes back and delivers so many 
blanks as he received shillings : which blanks were not of 
the lottery, but cunningly made up by himself and carried of 
puipose upand down by him in his pocket. 

Cowl ^ey are worthily served that will be cheated by 
•uch a doctor in the art of knavery. If any man then^m 
will needs be, as the term is now, one of these ** twelvmnoy 
nils,*’ him hereafter set his own lime twigs ; and tbfn 
tt he ostcfa no bird, oobodywlse i^aU laugh at htnu 
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Git. Amongst many other things upon the frozen Thames 
that will, in times to follow, look to he remembered, this is 
one. That there were two barber’s shops — in the fashion of 
booths, with signs and other properties of that trade belonging 
to them — fixed on the ice : to which many numbers of people 
resorted : and, albeit they wanted no shaving, yet would they 
here be trimmed, because [in order that] another day they 
might report that they lost their hair between Bank Side 
and London. Both these shops were still so full that the 
workmen thought every day had been a Saturday. Never 
had they more barberous doings for the time. There was 
both old polling and cold polling. And albeit the foundation 
of their houses stood altogether upon a watery ground, yet 
they that were doctors of the barber's chair feared no danger; 
for it was a hard matter almost now for a man to find water 
to drown himself, if he had been so desperate. 

Then had they other games of “ nine holes " and “ pigeon 
holes " in great numbers. And this, father, did 1 observe 
as worthy to be remembered, that when the watermen, who 
had cold doings for a long time, had by main labour cut 
down with axes and such like instruments a lane and open 
passage between Queenhithe and the further bank [in 
Southwark], so that boats went surely to and fro, yet were 
people in great multitudes running, walking, sliding, and 
playing at games and exercises as boldly as if they had been 
on firm land, the Thames running mainly [powerfully] between 
them ; and taking boats at Queenhithe or any other stairs, 
they would as fiercely leap upon the very brim of the caked 
ice as if it had been a strong wharf or the ground itself. 

And thus much, father, touching the great frost here about 
our city. Unto which, upon my conference with some 
merchants my friends here in London, and upon view of 
letters from several factors out of other countries beyond the 
seas, I add this further report : that this frost hath not only 
continued in this extremity here in England ; but all, or the 
greatest part of all, the kingdoms in Christendom have been 
pinched by the same, ^nongst which those countries 
northward, as Russia, Moscovia, &c., which at these times of 
the year are commonly subject to sharp, bitter, and violent 
frosts, were now, this winter, more extremely and more 
extraordinarily afflicted thap usually they have been in manjr 
Mug. gag, 1. 7 



98 The GREAT FROST OF January 1608. 

years before. So that the calamities that have fallen upon 
ua by this cruelty of the weather are so much to be endured 
with the greater patience and with more thanksgiving to 
GOD ; because His hand hath punished neighbours and other 
nations as heavily if not more severely than He hath us. 

Amongst all the serious accidents that have happened here 
upon our Thames, I will now, father, quicken your hearing 
with one a little more merry. It was merry to the beholders 
and strange : but I believe he found no great mirth in it that 
was the person that performed it. But thus it was. 

A citizen happened to venture with many others on the 
ice ; but he, with a couple of dogs that followed him, walked 
up and down so long till he was, in a manner, alone from the 
rest of the company. You must understand that this was 
now towards the end of the frost ; when it either began or 
was likely to thaw, so that the people were not so bold upon 
the ice, nor in such multitudes as they were before : but this 
citizen and his two dogs keeping, as 1 said, aloof from others; 
it fortuned that the fl^e of ice upon which he stood was in 
a moment sundered from the main body of the frozen Thames, 
like an arm of a tree cut from the body. So that he stood, 
or rather swam as he stood, upon a floating island. The 
poor man, perceiving that his ground failed under him, began 
to faint in his heart, repenting now that he was so venturous 
or so foolish as to leave firm ground where he was safe and 
to trust a floor that was so deceitful, was afraid to stir ; and 
yet unless he did lustily stir for life, he was sure there was 
no way but one, and that was to be drowned. In this 
extremity and in this battle of comfort and despair, he had 
no means — albeit he was a fresh-water soldier — ^but to be 
constant in courage to himself and to tiy all paths how to 
get from this apparent danger. From place to place therefore 
doth he softly run, his two dogs following him close and 
leaping upon him : but his thoughts were more busied how 
to save himself than to regard them following. He never 
hated going a-hawking with his dogs till this time. Now 
the sport was loathsome ; now was he weary of it. For in 
aU his hunting with his hounds thus at his tail, he met one 
game that could make him weaiy: he jostled with otiber 
huge flakes of ice that encountered with that whereupon be 
stem ; and gladly would have leaped upon some one or thenit 
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but to nave done so, had been to have slipped out of one peril 
into another. Nothing was before his eyes but water mingled 
with huge cakes of ice. On every side of him was danger 
and death. 

Innumerable multitudes of people stood looking upon the 
shores ; but none were so hardy as to set out to his rescue. 
Being therefore thus round beset with the horrors of so 
present a wreck, he fell down on his knees, uttering such 
cold prayers as in this fear a man could deliver. His dogs, 
not understanding their master’s danger nor their own, and 
not knowing why he kneeled, leaped ever and anon at his 
head and shoulders : but his mind being now more on his 
dying day than on his sports, he continued praying, till the 
flake of ice on which he kneeled was driven to the vtry 
Bridge. Which he perceiving, started up, and with a happy 
nimbleness leaped upon one of the arches ; his dogs leaping 
after as nimbly as the master : whilst the cake of ice passed 
away from him, and between the two arches was shivered all 
to little pieces. And thus did he escape. 

COUXL It was a miraculous deliverance. 

Cit Other abuses are there daily among the worser 
ranks of people, put one upon another; which being but idle, 
ridiculous, and not worth rehearsing, 1 willingly am glad not 
to remember ; but only to content your longing, good old 
father, have 1 set thus much of our golden lottery before you. 

Coun. Sir, you bind me more and more to you for these 
kindnesses to me being a stranger and a person of so homely 
an outside from a citizen so grave as yourself seem to be. 1 
will ever rest abundantly thankful. 


FINIS. 


. style of this excessively' rare tract reminds one somewhat of 
T. Decker. Its present reproduction is only one of the many favours of 
Mr. Henry Huth.] 
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Rev. John Fox, the Martyrologist. 

A false fearful Imagination of fire at 
Oxford University. 


{Acts and Monuments, 1576. Tke passages in brackets, from 1563 Edition.] 

A merry and pleasant Narration, touching a false fearful 
Imagination of Fire raised among the Doctors and 
Masters of Oxford in St. Mary’s church, at the 
recantation of Master Malary, Master of Arts of' 
Cambridge. 


Itherto, [gentle reader, we have remembered a 
great number of lamentable and bloody tragedies 
of such as have been slain through extreme cruelty ; 
now I will here set before thee again a merry and 
comical spectacle, whereat thou mayest now laugh 
and refresh thyself, which, forasmuch as it did necessarily 
accord with our present enterprise, I have not thought it 
good to pass it over with silence.] 



There was one Master Malary, Master of Arts of 
Cambridge, Scholar of Christ’s College, who, for the like 
opinions to those above rehearsed, holden contraiy to the 
Catholic determination of holy mother Church of Rome; that 
is, for the right truth of Christ’s gospel, was convented 
b^ore the bishops : and, in the end, sent to Oxford, there 
openly to recant, and to bear his faggot ; to the terror of the 
students of that University. The time and place were 
appointed that he should be brought solemnly into St. 
Mary’s church upon a Sunday; where a great number of the 
beaa Doctors and Divines and others of the University were 
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together assembled: besides a great multitude of citizens and 
town dwellers, who came to behold the sight. Furthermore, 
because that solemnity should not pass without some effectual 
sermon for the holding up of the mother Church of Rome. Dr. 
Smith, Reader then of the Divinity Lecture, was appoirted 
to make the sermon at this recantation. Briefly, at the 
preaching of this sermon there was assembled a mighty 
audience of all sorts and degrees; as well of students as 
others. Few almost were absent who loved to hear or see 
any news ; insomuch that there was no place almost in the 
whole church, which was not fully replenished with concourse 
and throng of people. 

All things thus being prepared and set in readiness, cometh 
forth poor M alary with his faggot upon his shoulder. Not 
long after, also, proceedeth the Doctor into the pulpit to 
make his sermon; the purpose and argument wher^ was 
wholly upon the sacrament: the which Doctor, for the 
more confirmation and credit to his words; had provided the 
holy catholic cake and the sacrament of the altar, there 
to hang by a string before him in the pulpit. Thus the 
Doctor, with his god-almighty, entering his godly sermon, 
had scarce proceeded into the midst thereof (the people 
giving great silence with all reverence unto his doctrine), 
but suddenly was heard in the church the voice of one 
crying in the street, “ Fire ! fire I ” The party who thus 
cned first in the street, was called Hbustbr. 

[The occasion of this exclamation came by a chimney that 
was on fire in the town, wherein the fire, having taken hold 
of the soot and dry matter, burned out at the top of the 
chimney ; and so caused the neighbours to make an outcry.] 

This Hbustbr coming from Allhallows parish saw the 
chimney on fire, and so passing through the street by St. 
Mary *s church, cried **Fire! fire!'* as the fashion is ; meaning 
no hurt. 

[Such is the order and manner amongst the Englishmen; 
much diverse and contrary to that which is used among the 
Germans. For whensoever any fire happeneth in Germany, hy 
and by, the bells ringing in the steeples stir up the peo}>le to 
help. Who immediately are all ready in armour ; some go unto 
the walla, others beset the ways, and the residue are appointed 
to quench the fire. The labour is diversely divided amongst 
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them, for whilst some fetch water in leather buckets, other 
some cast on the water, some climb the houses, and some with 
h^ks pull them down ; some again attend and keep watch 
without, riding about the fields : so that, by this means, there 
lacketh neither help within, neither safeguard without. But 
the like is not used here in England: for when any such 
thing happeneth, there is no public sign or token given ; but 
the outciy of the neighbours doth stir up all the others to 
help. There is no public or civil order in doing of things, 
neither any division of labour: but every man, running 
headlong together, catcheth whatsoever cometh next to hand 
to quench the fire.] 

This sound of fire being heard in the church, first of them 
that stood outermost next to the church door ; so increased 
and went from one to another: that at length it came unto 
the ears of the Doctors, and at last to the Preacher himself. 
Who, as soon as they heard the matter, being amazed with 
sudden fear, and marvelling what the matter should mean \ 
began to look up into the top of the church, and to behold 
the wails. The residue seeing them look up, looked up 
also. Then began they, in the midst of the audience, to cry 
out with a loud voice, “ Fire 1 fire I ” “ Where ? ** saith 
one ; ** Where ? ” saith another. “ In the church I ” saith 
one. The mention of the church was scarcely pronounced, 
when, as in one moment, there was a common cry amongst 
them, “ The church is oir fire 1 The church is set on fire by 
heretics I *’ &c. And, albeit no man did see any fire at all ; 
yet, forasmuch as all men cried out so, every man thought it 
true that they heard. Then was there such fear, concourse 
and tumult of people through the whole church, that it 
cannot be declared in words, as it was indeed. 

And as in a great fire (where fire is indeed), we see many 
times how one little spark giveth matter of a mighty flame, 
setting whole stacks and piles a burning : so here, upon a 
small occasion of one man’s word, kindled first a general 
ciy, then a strong opinion running in every man’s head 
within the church, thinking the church to be on fire ; where 
no fire was at all. Thus it pleased Almighty GOD to delude 
these deluders : that is, that these g^^eat Doctors and wise 
men of the schools, who think themselves so wise in GOD’s 
matters as though they could not err ; should see, by their 
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own senses and judgments, how blinded and infatuated they 
were, in these so small matters and sensible trifles. 

Thus this strong imagination of fire being fixed in their 
heads, as nothing could remove them to think contrary; but 
that the church was on fire : so eveiything that they saw or 
heard increased this suspicion in them, to make it seem most 
true which was indeed most false. The first and chiefest 
occasion that augmented this suspicion, was the heretic 
there bearing his faggot : which guvt them to imagine that all 
other heretics had conspired with him, to set the church 
on fire. 

After this, through the rage of the people, and running to 
and fro, the dust was so raised, that it showed as it had been 
the smoke of fire : which thing, together with the outcry of 
the people, made all men so afraid ; that, leaving the sermon, 
they began all together to run away. But such was thtpress 
of the multitude running in heaps together ; that the more 
they laboured, the less they could get out. For while they 
ran all headlong unto the doors, every man striving to get 
out first ; they thrust one another in such sort, and stuck so 
fast: that neither they that were without could get into the 
church again, neither they that were within could get out by 
any means. So then, one door being stopped, they ran to 
another little wicket on the north side, toward the colle^^e 
called Brasennose, thinking so to pass out. But there agam 
was the like or greater throng. So the people, clustering and 
thronging together; it put many in danger, and brought inany 
Much hurt unto their end, by bruising of their bones or sides. 

dM^tha There was yet another door towards the West, 
which albeit it was shut and seldom opened ; yet 
an^whZ now ran they to it with such sway, that the great 
rSedlLi!™* bar of iron (which is incredible to be spoken) being 
hrokco. ( 157^1 pulled out and broken by force of men's hands: 
the door, notwithstanding, could not be opened for the press 
or multitude of people. 

At last, when they were there also past all hope to get out, 
then they were all exceedingly amazed, and ran up and 
down : crying out upon the heretics who had conspired their 
death. The more they ran about and cried out, the more 
smoke and dust rose in the church : even as though all things 
had now been on a flaming fire. I think there was never 
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sucn a tumultuous hurlyburly rising so of nothing heard of 
before ; nor so great a fear where was no cause to fear, nor 
peril at all : so that if Democritus, the merry philosopher, 
sitting in the top of the church, and seeing all things in such 
safety as they were, had looked down upon the multitude, 
and beholden so great a number, some howling and weeping, 
running up and down, and playing the mad men, now hither, 
now thither, as being tossed to and fro with waves or tempests ; 
trembling and quaking, raging and faring, without any 
manifest cause; especially if he had seen those great Rabbins, 
the Doctors laden with so many badges or cognisances of 
wisdom, so foolishly and ridicuously seeking holes and comers 
to hide themselves in ; gasping, breathing and sweating, and 
for veiy horror being almost beside themselves : 1 think he 
would have satisfied himself with this one laughter for all 
his lifetime ; or else rather would have laughed his heart out 
of his belly, whilst one said that he plainly heard the noise 
of the fire, another affirmed that he saw it with his eyes, 
and another sware that he felt the molten lead dropping 
down upon his head and shoulders. Such is the force m 
imagination, when it is once grafted in men’s hearts through 
fear. 

In all the whole company, there was none that behaved 
himself more modestly than the heretic that was 
there to do penance ; who, casting his faggot off 
from his shoulders upon a monk’s head that stood 
by, kept himself quiet, minding to take such part as the 
others did. 

All the others, being careful for themselves, never made an 
end of running up and down and cr3dng out. None cried out 
more earnestly than the Doctor that preached (who was, as 1 
said. Dr. Smith), who, in manner first of all, cried out in the 
pulpit, saying, ** These are the trains and subtleties of the 
heretics against me : LORD have mercy upon me ! LORD have 
mercy upon me 1 ” But might not GOD, as it had been (to 
speak with Job) out of a whirlwind, have answered Mad. a 
again unto this preacher thus : ** Thou dost now implore my 
mercy, but thou thyself showest no mercy unto thy fellows 
and brethsen ! How doth th]^ flesh tremble now at the 
mention of fire 1 But you think it a sport to bum other simple 
innocents neither do ye anything at all regard it. If burning 
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and to suffer a torment of fire seem so grievous a matter unto 
you, then you should also have the like consideration in other 
men^ perils and dangers, when you do bum your fellows and 
brethren ! Or, if you think it but a light smd trifling matter 
in them, go to now, do you also with like courage, contemn, 
and with like patience, suffer now the same torments 
yourselves. And if so be I should now suffer you with the 
whole church, to be burned to ashes, what other thing should 
I do unto you than you do daily unto your fellows and 
brethren ? Wherefore, since 3rou so little esteem the death 
of others, be now content that other men should also little 
regard the death of you.** With this, I say, or with some 
other like answer, if that either GOD, or human charity, or 
the common sense of nature would expostulate with them ; 
yea if there had been a fire indeed (as they were more feared 
than hurt), who would have doubted, but that it had happened 
unto them according to their deserts ? But now, worthy it 
is the noting, how the vain fear and folly of those Catholics 
either were deluded, or how their cruelty was reproved; 
whereby they, being better taught by their own example, 
might hereafter learn what it is to put other poor men to the 
fire, which they themselves here so much abhorred. 

But to return again to the description of this pageant, 
wherein (as 1 said before) there was no danger at all ; yet 
were they all in such fear, as if present death had been over 
their heads. In all this great maze and e^arboil, there was 
nothing more feared than the melting of the lead, which 
many affirmed that they felt dropping upon their bodies. 

[ For almost all the churches in England are covered with 
ead, like as in Germany they are for the most part tiled.] 
Now in this sudden terror and fear, which took from them 
all reason and counsel out of their minds, to behold what 
practices and sundry shifts every man made for himself it; 
would make not only Democritus, and Heraclitus also, to 
laugh, but rather a horse well near to break his halter. But 
none used themselves more ridiculously than such as seemed 
greatest wise men, saving that in one or two, peradventure, 
somewhat more quietness of mind appeared ; among whom 
was one Clatmund, President of Corpus Christi College 
(whom, for reverence and learning’s sake, I do here neme), 
and a few other aged persons with him ; whu, for their a^ 
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and weakness, durst not thrust themselves into the throng 
amongst the rest, but kneeled down quietly before the high 
altar, committing themselves and their lives unto the 
Sacrament. 

The others, who were younger and stronger, ran up and 
down through the press, marvelling at the incivility of men ; 
and waxed angiy with the unmannerly multitude that would 
give no room unto the Doctors, Bachelors, Masters, and 
other Graduates and Regent Masters. But as the terror and 
fear was common unto all men, so was there no difference 
made of persons or degrees ; every man scrambling for 
himself. The violet cap, or purple gown, did there nothing 
avail the Doctor ; neither the Master's hood, nor the monk's 
cowl, were there respected. Yea, if the King or Queen had 
been there at that present and in that perplexity; they had 
been no better than a common man. 

After they had long striven and essayed all manner of 
ways, and saw no remedy, neither by force nor authority 
to prevail : they fell to entreating and offering of rewards ; 
one offering twenty pounds [of good money], another his 
scarlet gown, so that any man would pull him out, though it 
were by the ears ! 

Some stood close unto the pillars, thinking themselves safe 
under the vaults of stone from the dropping of the lead: 
others, being without money, and unprovided of all shifts, 
knew not which way to turn them. One, being a President 
of a certain College (whose name I need not here to utter), 
pulling a board out from the pews, covered his head and 
shoulders therewith against the scalding lead; which they 
feared much more than the fall of the church. Now what a 
laughter would this have ministered unto Democritus 
amongst other things, to behold there a certain grand 
paunch ; who, seeing the doors stopped and every way closed 
up, thought, by another compendious means, to get out through 
a glass window, if it might be by any shift ? But here the 
iron grates letted [hindered] him; notwithstanding his greedy 
mind would needs attempt, if he could haply bring his 
purpose to pass. When he had broken the glass, and was 
come to the space between the grates where he should creep 
out ; first he thrust in his head with the one shoulder, and it 
went through well enough. Then he laboured to get the 
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other shoulder after; but there was a great labour about that, 
and long he stuck by the shoulders with much ado ; for what 
doth not importune labour overcome? Thus far forth he 
was now gotten ; but, by what part of his body he did stick 
fast, I am not certain, neither may I feign : forasmuch as 
there be yet witnesses who did see these things, who would 
correct me, if I should do so. Notwithstanding, this is most 
certain, that he did stick fast between the grates, and could 
neither get out, nor in. 

Thus this good man, being indeed a monk, and having but 
short hose ; by the which way he supposed soonest to escape, 
by the same he fell into further inconvenience, making of one 
danger two. For, if the Are or lead had fallen on the outside, 
those parts which did hang out of the window had been in 
danger ; and, contrariwise, if the dame had raged within the 
church, all his other parts had lien open to the Are. ^d as 
this man did stick fast in the window, so did the rest stick as 
fast in the doors, that sooner they might have been burned, 
than they could once stir or move one foot. Through the 
which press, at last, there was a way found, that some, going 
over their heads, gat out. 

Here also happened another pageant in a certain monk 
(if I be not misadvised) of Gloucester College, whereat 
Calphurnius might well laugh with an open 
mouth. So it happened, that thei*e was a young 
lad in this tumult, who, seeing the doors fast stopped with 
the press or multitude, and that he had not way to get out, 
climbed up upon the door ; and there, staying upon the top 
of the door, was forced to tarxy still : for, to come down into 
the church again he durst not for fear of the Are, and to leap 
down toward the street he could not without danger 
falling. When he had tarried there awhile, he advised 
himself what to do ; neither did occasion want to serve his 
purpose: for, by chance, among^ them that got out over 
men's heads, he saw a monk, coming towards him, who had 
a great wide cowl hanging at his back. This the boy thought 
to be a good occasion for him to escape by. When the monk 
came near unto him, the boy, who was on the top of the door, 
came down, and prettily conveyed himself into the numk's 
cowl ; thinking (as it came to pass indeed) that if the monk 
did escape, he should also get out with him. To be brief, at 
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lasc tne monk gat out over men’s heads, with the boy in his 
cowl, and, for a great while, felt no weight or burden. 

At the last, when he was somewhat more come to himself, 
and did shake his shoulders, feeling his cowl heavier than it 
was accustomed to be, and also hearing the voice of one 
speaking behind in his cowl ; he was more afraid than he was 
before when he was in the throng: thinking, in very deed, that 
the evil spirit which had set the church on fire had flown into 
his cowl. By and by he began to play the exorcist : “ In the 
name of GOD,” said he, ** and all saints, I command thee to 
declare what thou art, that art behind at my back ! ” To 
whom the boy answered, “ I am Bertram’s boy,” said he ; 
for that was his name. ” But I,” said the monk, ** adjure 
thee, in the name of the unseparable Trinity, that thou, 
wicked spirit ! do tell me who thou art, from whence thou 
comest, and that thou get thee hence !” 1 am Bertram's 

boy,” said he, ** Good Master ! let me go ! ” and with that 
his cowl began, with the weight, to crack upon his shoulder^. 
The monk when he perceived the matter; took the boy out, 
and discharged his cowl. The boy took to his legs, and ran 
away as fast as he could. 

Among others, one wiser than the rest ran with the church- 
door key, beating upon the stone walls; thinking therewith to 
break a hole through to escape out. 

In the meantime those that were in the street, looking 
diligently about them, and perceiving all things to be without 
fear ; marvelled at this sudden outrage, and made signs and 
tokens to them that were in the church to keep themselves 
quiet, ciying to them that there was no danger. 

But, forasmuch as no word could be heard by reason of the 
noise that was within the church, those si^s made them 
much more afraid than they were before, interpreting the 
matter as though all had been on fire without the church ; 
and for the dropping of the lead and falling of other things, 
they should rather tarry still within the church, and not to 
venture out; This trouble continued in this manner by the 
space of certain hours. 

The next day, and also the week following, there was an 
incredible number of bills [wriUm notices] set upon the church 
doors, to inquire for things that were lost in such variety 
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and number, as Democritus might here again have had just 
cause to laugh. ** If any man have found a pair of shoes 
yesterday in St. Maiy’s Church, or knoweth any man that 
hath found them, &c.** Another bill was set up for a gown 
that was lost. Another entreated to have his cap restored. 
One lost his purse and girdle, with certain money ; another 
his sword. One inquireth for a ring ; and one for one thing, 
another for another. To be short, there were few in this 
garboil ; but that either through negligence lost, or through 
oblivion left something behind them. 

Thus have you heard a tragical story of a terrible fire 
which did no hurt ; the description whereof, although it be 
not so perfectly expressed according to the worthiness of the 
matter, yet because it was not to be passed with silence, we 
have superficially set forth some shadow thereof: wherel^y the 
wise and discreet may sufficiently consider the rest, if any 
thing else be lacking in setting forth the full narration 
thereof. 

As touching the heretic, because he had not done his 
sufficient penance there by occasion of this hurly burly; 
therefore the next day following he was reclaimed into the 
Church of St. Frideswide [Christ Church ] ; where he supplied 
the rest that lacked of his plenary penance* 


Ill 


Sir Walter Raleigh. 


The Infancy and Age of Time. 

[History ej the H^arid.\ 

r MAY perchance seem strange to the reader that 
in all ancient stories, he finds one and the same 
beginning of nations after the Flood ; and that the 
first planters of all parts of the world were said to 
be mighty and giant-like men; and that as Phoenicia, 
Egypt, Lybia and Greece had Hercules, Orbstes, ANTiSUS, 
Typhon, and the like ; as Denmark had Starchaterus 
remembered by Saxo Grammaticm\ as Scythia, Bretagne 
and other regions had giants for their first inhabitants : so 
this island of Sicily had her Lestriqonbs and Cyclops. 

This discourse I could also reject for feigned and fabulous, 
did not Moses make us know that the Zamzummim, Emims, 
Anakim and Og of Bashan with others; which sometime 
inhabited the mountains and deserts of Moab, Ammon, and 
Mount Seir, were men of exceeding strength and stature, and 
of the race of giants: and were it not that Tertullian, 
Saint Augustine, Nicephorus, Procopius, Isidore, Pliny, 
Diodorus, Herodotus, Solinus, Plutarch, and many 
other authors, have confirmed their opinion. Yea, Vesputius, 
in his Second Navigation into America, hath reported that 
he himself hath seen the like men in those parts. 

Again, whereas the selfsame is written of all nations that 
is written of one ; as touching their simplicity of life ; their 
mean fare ; their feeding on acorns and roots ; their poor 
cottages; the covering of their bodies with the skins of 
beasts; their hunting; their arms and weapons, and their 
warfare ; their first passages over great rivers and arms of 
the sea upon rafts of trees tied together; and afterwards 
their making boats, first of twigs and leather, then of wood ; 
first with oars and then with sails ; that they esteemed as 
gods the first finders-out of arts, as of husbandry, of laws, 
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and of policy : It is a matter that makes neither to wonder at 
nor to doubt of it. 

For they all lived in the same newness of time, which 
we call ** old Time ; " and had all the same want of his 
instruction, which (after the Creator of all things) hath by 
degrees taught all mankind. For other teaching had they 
none, that were removed far off from the Hebrews <who 
inherited the knowledge of the first patriarchs) than that 
from variable effects they began by time and degrees, to find 
out the causes : from whence came Natural Philosophy ; as 
the Moral did from disorder and confusion, and the Law 
from cruelty and oppression. 

But it is certain that the Age of Time hath brought forth 
stranger and more incredible things than the Infancy. For 
we have now greater giants for vice and injustice ; than the 
world had in those days for bodily strength. For cottages 
and houses of clay and timber ; we have raised palaces of 
stones : we carve them, we paint them, and adorn them with 
gold ; insomuch as men are rather known by their houses, 
than their houses by them. We are fallen from two dishes 
to two hundred ; from water, to wine and drunkenness ; from 
the covering of our bodies with the skins of beasts, not only 
to silk and gold, but to the very skins of men. 

But to conclude this digression. Time will also take 
revenge of the excess which it hath brought forth. Qmm 
longa dies Meriit longiorque anxit, longissima subruet. " Long 
time brought forth, longer time increased it, and a time 
longer than the rest, shall overthrow it.'* 



late‘s 
ejcpetittton m 
^(otlanti. 

made be tbe JEltng'0 

Q)t{rt)ne00' atmp, tmlier contiuct 
of t^e laisiit l^oucable 
OEatl of 

peat of out USDiaZ) 

<S 5 ©D 

1544 - 


Londini. 

Cum frhnkgio ad imfrimendum sohtm. 


am«. 04(«. I 


8 




“5 


T’he late Expedition in Scotland. 

Sent to the Right Honourable 
Lord Russell, Lord Privy Seal } 
from the Kings army there: 
by a friend of his. 


Ftbr long sojourning, my very good Lord'l 
of the King's Majesty’s army at Newcastle, 
for lack of commodious winds, which long 
hath been at North East and East North 
East, much to our grief; as your Lordship, 
1 doubt not, knoweth : the same — ^as Qod 
would, who doth all things for the best — 
the first of May [1544], the 36th year of 
His Majesty's most prosperous reign, veered to the South and 
South South West so apt and propice [propitious] for our 
journey; being of every man so much desired, that there 
was no need to hasten them forwards. To be brief ; such 
diligence was used that in two tides the whole fleet, being 
200 sail at the least, was out of the haven of Tynemouth 
towards our enterprise. 

The third day after, we arrived in the Firth of Forth, a 
notable river in Scotland; having the entry between two 
islands, called the Bass and the May. The same day, we 
landed divers of our boats at a town named Saint Mynettes, 
on the north side of the Frith, which we burnt ; and brought 
£pom thenoe divers great boats, that served us afterwards to 
good purpose for our landing. 

That i^ht, the whole fleet came to an anchor, under the 

8 ^ 
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island called Inchkeith, three miles from the haven of Leith. 
The place where we anchored hath, of long time, been called 
the English road: the Scots now take the same to be a 
prrahesy of the thing which has now happened. 

The next day, being the 4th day of May, the said army 
landed two miles by west of the town of Leith, at a. place 
called Grantham Crag : every man being so prompt 
thereunto, that the whole army was landed in four hours. 
And, perceiving our landing to be so quiet, which we looked 
not for ; having our guides ready* we put ourselves in good 
order of war marching forwards towards the town of Leith 
in three battles — whereof my Lord Admiral led the Vanguard, 
the Earl of Shrewsbury the Arrieregard ; and the Earl of 
Hertford being Lord Lieutenant, the Battle — having with 
us certain small pieces of artillery, which were drawn by 
force of men : which enterprise we thought necessity to 
be attempted first of all other, for the commodious lodging of 
our navy there, and the landing of our artillery and victail. 

And in a valley, upon the right hand, near unto the said 
town, the Scots were assembled to the number of 5,000 or 
6,000 horsemen, besides a good number of footmen; to 
impeach [prevent] the passage of our said army: in which 
place, they had laid their artilleiy at two straits [posses] 
through which we must needs pass, if we minded to achieve 
our enterprise. And seeming, at the first, as though they 
would set upon the Vanguard : when they perceived our men 
so willing to encounter with them, namely, the Caidinal, 
who was there present, perceiving our devotion to see his 
holiness to be such as we were ready to wet our feet for that 
purpose, and to pass a ford which was between us and them; 
after certain shot of artilleiy on both sides : they made a 
sudden retreat ; and leaving their artilleiy behind them, fled 
towards Edinburgh. The first man that fled was the holy 
Cardinal [Beaton] like a valiant champion ; and with him the 
Governor, the Earls of Huntley, Murray and Bothwbll» 
with divers other great men of the realm. At this passage, 
were two Englishmen hurt with the shot of their artilleiy; 
and two Scottish men slain with our artilleiy. 

The Vanguard having thus put back the Scots, and ei^t 
pieces of their artilleiy brougnt away by our hackbutteis 
[har^bussienjg who in this eoteiprise did veiy manflil^ 
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employ themselves ; we marched directly towards the town 
of Leith ; which before we could come to, we must of force 
[necessity] pass another passage, which also was defended a 
while with certain ensigns [companies] of footmen and certain 
pieces of artillery ; who being sharply assailed, having three 
of the gunners slain with our archers, were fain to give 
place ; leaving also their ordnance behind them, with which 
ordnance the^ slew only one of our men and hurt another. 

And in this brunt, the victory being earnestly followed; 
the town of Leith was entered perforce and won with the 
loss only of two men of ours and hurt of three: where 
the Scots had cast great trenches and ditches purposely to 
have defended it. The same night, the army encamped in 
the said town of Leith ; and by reason of the said ditches 
and trenches, we made there a strong camp. 

The morrow, being the 5th of May, we caused our ships 
ladened with our great artilleiy and victuals to be brought 
into the haven; where we discharged the same at our. 
pleasure. In the said haven, we found many goodly ships^ 
specially two of notable fairness : the one called the Salamander 
given by the French king at the marriage of his daughter 
into Scotland ; the other called the Unicom^ made by the 
late Scottish king [James V.] The town of Leith was found 
more full of riches than we thought to have found any 
Scottish town to have been. 

The next day, the 6th, the army went towards Edinburgh, 
leaving the Lord Sturton in Leith with 1,500 men, for 
the defence of the same. And the army being come near 
to Edinburgh ; the Provost accompanied with one or two 
burgesses and two or three Officers at Arms, desired to speak 
with the King's Lieutenant ; and — in the name of all the town 
— ^aid, ** that the keys of the town should be delivered unto 
his Lordship; conditionally, that they might go with bag 
and baggage, and the town to be saved from fire.” Whereunto 
answer was made by the said Lord Lieutenant, “ that whereas 
the Scots had so many ways fals[ifi]ed their faiths ; and so 
manifestly had broken their promises, confirmed by oaths and 
seals, and certified by their whole parliament, as is evidently 
known tmto all the world: he was sent thither by the King's 
Highness to take vengeance of their detestable falsehood, to 
dedare and show the force of His Highness* sword to all 
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•Qch as should make any resistance unto His Grace’s power 
sent thither for that pu^se. And therefore being not sent 
to treat or capitulate with them, who had before time broken 
so many treaties : ’* he told them resolutely ; that unless they 
would yield up their town unto him frankly, without condition, 
and cause man, woman, and child to issue into the fields, 
submitting themselves to his will and pleasure ; he would 
put them to the sword, and their town to the fire." The 
Provost answered, ** that it were better for them to stand to 
their defence than to yield to that condition.” This was 
rather a false practice of the Provost and the Heralds, thereby 
to espy the force and order of our camp, than for any zeal 
they had to yield their town; as it appeared afterwards. 
Whereupon commandment was given to the said Provost 
and OfiBcers at Arms, upon their peril, to depart. 

In the meantime, word was brought by a Herald of ofirs — 
whom the Lord Lieutenant had sent to summon the Castle 
— that the Earl Bothwbll and the Lord Hume with the 
number of 2,000 horsemen were entered the town, and were 
determined to the defence thereof. Upon which knowledge, 
the Lord Lieutenant sent with diligence to the Vanward, that 
they should march towards the town. And Sir Christopher 
Morice, Lieutenant of the Ordnance, was commanded to 
approach the gate called the Cany gate [Canongate], with 
certain battery pieces : which gate lay so, that the ordnance 
must be brought up a broad street of the suburbs, directly 
against the said Cany gate ; which was the occasion of the 
loss of certain of our gunners. And before that any battery 
could be made by the said ordnance, divers of the captains 
of the Vanward — the better to comfort their soldiers — 
aasailed the said gate with such courage, that they repulsed 
the Scottish gunners from the loupes [embrasures} of the same, 
and there slew and hurt sundiy of their gunners, and by force 
drew one piece df artillery out of one of the said loupes* 

Our archers and hackbutters shot so hotly to the 
battlements of the gate and wall, that no man durst show 
himself at the defence of the same : by reason whereof, our 
gunners had good leisure to bring a cannon hard to the ^e, 
which, after three or four shots, made entry to our soldiers; 
who at their br^Jdng in, slew 300 or 400 Scots of such, as 
were found armed. In the meantime, the Earl Bothwbll 
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and the Lord Hume with their company^ fled, and saved 
themaelvea hy another way issuing out towards the Castle 
of the said town. The situation vmereof is of such strength 
that it cannot be approached, but by one way ; which is by 
the High Street of the town ; and the strongest part of the 
same Castle lieth to beat the said street: which was the 
loss of divers of our men with the shot of the ordnance out 
of the said Castle, which did continually beat along the 
said High Street. And considering the strength of the said 
Castle, with the situation thereof ; it was concluded not to 
lose any time, nor to waste and consume our munition about 
the siege thereof. Albeit the same was courageously and 
dangerously attempted ; till one of our pieces, with shot out 
of the said Castle, was struck and dismounted. 

And finally it was determined by the said Lord Lieutenant 
utterly to ruinate and destroy the said town with fire : which 
for that the night drew fast on, we omitted thoroughly to 
execi^te on that day ; but setting fire in three or four parts of 
the town, we repaired for that night unto our camp. 

And the next morning, very early, we began where we left 
off, and continued burning all that day and the two days 
next ensuing continually, so that neither within the walls 
nor in the suburbs was left any one house unburnt : besides 
the innumerable booty, spoil and pillage that our soldiers 
brought from thence ; notwithstanding the abundance which 
was consumed with fire. Also we burnt the Abbey called 
Holy Rood House, and the Palace adjoining the same. 

In the meantime, while we held the country thus occupied; 
there came unto us 4,000 of our light horsemen from the 
Borders, by the King’s Majesty’s appointment : who after 
their coming, did such exploits in riding and devastating the 
countiy that within seven miles every way of Edinbuigh, 
they 1^ neither pile, village, nor house standing unbumt, 
nor stacks of com ; besides great numbers of cattle, which 
they browht daily in to the army, and met also with much 
good stuff which the inhabitants of Edinburgh had for the 
safety of Unt same, conveyed out of the town. 

In this mean season. Sir Nicholas Pointz, by order of 
my Lord Lieutenant, passed the river, and won by force the 
town of Kinghom ; and burnt the same with certain other 
towns on that side. 
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After these exploits done at Edinburgh, and all the countiy 
thereabouts devastated ; the King’s said Lieutenant thinking 
the Scots not to be condignly punished for their falsehood 
used to the King’s Majesty, determined not to return without 
doing them more displeasure. He therefore gave orders 
to the said Sir Christopher Moricb for the reshipping of 
the great artilleiy; reserving only certain small pieces to 
keep the held : giving also commandment to eveiy captain 
to receive victuds out of the said ships for their companies 
for six days. And for the carriage of the same, caused one 
thousand of our worst horsemen to be set on foot ; and the 
same horses divided equally to eveiy captain of hundreds, 
for the better carriage of their victuals. The men that rode 
upon the said horses being appointed to attend upon the said 
victuals. Which was done. Besides there were divers ^all 
carts, which we recovered [captured] in the country ; the 
which with such cattle as we had there, did great service in 
drawing of our victuals, tents, and other necessaries. 

These things being supplied, the 14th day of May, we 
brake down the pier of the haven of Leith, and burnt every 
stick of it ; and took forth the two goodly ships, manned 
them, and put them in order to attend upon the King’s 
Majesty’s ships. Their ballast was cannon shot of iron ; 
which we found in the town to the number of 80,000. The 
rest of the Scottish ships meet to serve, we brought away : 
both they and our own being almost pestered [eticumberid] 
with the spoil and booty of our soldiers and mariners. 

That done, we abandoned ourselves clearly from the ships: 
having firm intent to return home by land. Which we did. 
And to give them [the Scots] better occasion to show them- 
selves in the field against us ; we left neither pile, village, 
town, nor house in our way homewards, unbumt. 

In the meantime of the continuance of our army at Leith, 
as is aforesaid ; our ships upon the seas were not idle ; for th^ 
Idt neither ship, crayer, nor boat belonging to either village, 
town, creek or haven of either side of the Frith between 
Stirling and the mouth of the river, unbumt or not brou^t 
away ; which containeth in length fifty miles. Continuing 
of tune, they also burnt a great number of towns and villages 
on both sides the said water; and won a fortress situated on 
a strong island called Inchgarve, which they rased and 
destroy^. 
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The 15th of May, we dislodged our camp out of the town of 
Leith ; and set fire in every house, and burnt it to the ground. 

The same night', we encamped at a town of the Lord 
Seaton’s where we burnt and razed his chief castle, called 
Seaton, which was right fair; and destroyed his orchards 
and gardens, which were the fairest and best in order that 
we saw in all that country. We did him the more despite, 
because he was the chief labourer to help their Cardinal out 
of prison : who was the only [sole] author of their calamity. 

The same day, we burnt a fair town of the Eari Bothwell, 
called Haddington, with a great nunnery and a house of friars. 

The next night after, we encamped besides Dunbar, and 
there the Scots gave a small alarm to our camp; but our 
watches were in such a readiness that they had no vantage 
there, but were fain to recoil without doing any harm. 

That night, they looked for us to have burnt the town 
of Dunbar ; which we deferred till the morning, at the 
dislodging of our camp: which we executed by 500 of our 
hackbutters, being backed with 500 horsemen. And by 
reason that we took them in the morning — who, having 
watched all night for our coming, and perceiving our army to 
dislodge and depart, thought themselves safe of us, were newly 
gone to their beds : and in their first sleeps closed in with fire 
. — the men, women and children were suffocated and burnt. 

That morning [the 17th] being very misty and foggy, we 
had perfect knowledge by our espials, that the Scots had 
assembled a great power, in a strait [^oss] called **the 
Pease.” The chiefs of this assembly were the Lords Seaton, 
Hume and Buccleuch : and with them the whole power 
of the [Scotch] Marches and Teviotdale. This day in our 
^ marching, divers of their prickers [scom/s] by reason of the 
said mist gave us alarm, and came so far within our army, 
that they unhorsed one between the Vanward and the Battle; 
being within two hundred feet of the Lord Lieutenant. At 
that alarm, one of their best prickers, called Jock Holly 
Burton was taken : who confessed that the said Scottish 
lords were ready at the passage [^oss] with the number of 
10,000 good men. And forasmuch as the mist yet continued 
and did not break, being past noon, the Vanward being 
within a mile of the said passage, entering into dangerous 
ways for an army to march in such weather that one could 
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not desciy another twenty yards off: we concluded if the 
weather did not break up, to have encamped ourselves upon 
the same ground ; where we did remain for the space of two 
hours. And about two of the clock at afternoon, the sun 
brake out, the fog went away, and a clear day was left us : 
whereof every man received as it were a new courage, 
longing to see the enemy ; who, being ready for us at the 
said passage, and seeing us come in good order of battle, as 
men determined to pass through them or to leave our bones 
with them, abode us but two shots of a falcon, but scaled 
every man his way to the high mountains, which were hard 
at their hands, and covered with flocks of their people. The 
passage was such, that having no let [impediment ] ; it was 
three hours before all the army could pass it. 

The same night, the army encamped at a pile (jailed 
Ranton, ei|;ht miles from our borders: which pile was a 
very ill neighbour to the garrison of Berwick. The same 
we razed and threw down to the ground. 

The next day, being the iSth of May, the whole army 
entered into Berwick, and ended this voyage; with the 
loss unneth [of scarcely] forty of the King's Majesty’s people, 
thanks be to our Lord. 

The same day, at the same instant, that the army entered 
into Berwick, our whole fleet and navy of ships, which we, 
sent from us at Leith, arrived before Berwick : as GOD would 
be known to favour our master's cause. Who ever preserve 
his most royal Majesty with long and prosperous life, and 
many ^ars to reign in the imperial seat of the monarchy of 
all Britain. 


C The names of the chief buiighs, castles and towns burnt 
and desolated by the King's army, being lately in Scot- 
land: besides a great number of villages, piles, and 
[homelsteads which I cannot name. 


I Hb burgh and town of Edinburgh, with the Abbey 
called Holy Rood House, and the King's P|dace 
a^oining to the same. 

The town of Leith burnt, and the haven and 
pier destroyed. 
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Tne castle and village of Craigmillar. 

The Abbey of New BattelL 

Part of Musselburgh town, with the Chapel of our Lady 
of Lawret [Loretto], 

Preston town and castle. 

Haddington town, with the friary and nunnery. 

A castle of Oliver Sanckler’s [Sinclair‘s\. 

The town of Dunbar. 

Lawreston, with the grange. 

Dxylawe. 

Wester Craig. 

Enderleigh, the pile and 
the town. 

Broughton. 

Thester Felles. 

Crawnend. 

Duddingstone. 

Stanhows. 

The Picket. 

Beverton. 

Tranent. 

Shenstone. 


Markle. 

Trapren. 

Kirkland hill. 
Hatherwike. 

Belton. 

East Barnes. 
Bowland. 

Butterden. 

Quickwod. 

Blackbome. 

Raunton. 

Byldy, and the tower. 


C Towns and villages burnt by the fleet, upon the seaside ; 
with a great number of piles and villages which I 
cannot name nor rehearse, which be all devastated and 
laid desolate. 

Kinkome. Part of Petynwaynes 

S. Minetes. [Piitenweem.] 

The Queen’s ferry. The Burnt Island. 
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Other new and prosperous adventures 
of late against the Scots. 


Fter the time that the Earl of Hertford, 
Lieutenant to the King's Majesty in the North 
parts of the realm, had dissolved the army, which 
lately had been within Scotland ; and repaired 
to the King's Highness: the Lord Eure, with many 
other valiant wise gentlemen — abiding in the M|;rdies 
of the North part — intending not by idleness to surcease in 
occasions convenient, but to prove whether the Scots had yet 
learned by their importable [unbearable] losses lately chanced 
to them, to tender their own weals by true and reasonable 
uniting and adjoining themselves to the King's Majesty's 
losing liege people — took consultation by the advice of Sir 
Ralph Eure his son, and other sage forward gentlemen; 
upon the 9th day of June [1544] , at a place named Mylnefeld ; 
from whence by common agreement, the said lord with a good 
number of men, made such haste into Scotland, that by 
four of the clock after the next midnight, he had marched 
within a half mile of the town whereunto they tended, named 
Jedworth {Jedburgh]'^ 

After their coming, a messenger was sent unto the Provost 
of the said town, letting him to know ** that the Lord Eurb 
was come before the town to take it into the King’s allegiance, 
by means of peace if thereunto the Scots would truly agree, 
or else by force of arms to sack the same if therein resistance 
were found.” Whereunto the Provost— even like to prove 
himself a Scot— answered by way of request, ** that they might 
be respected upon their answer until the noontide or else to 
maintain their town with defence : ” having hope that in 
tracting [treating^ and driving off time thev might wofic some 
old cowardly subtilty. But upon his declaration made, Ae 
snake crawling under the flowers easily appeared to them, 
which had experience : knowledge also being had, that tibe 
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townsmen had bent seven or eight pieces of ordnance in the 
market-stead. Wherefore the Lord Eure — part of his 
company being into three bands divided, and abiding at three 
several coasts of the same town, to the end that there might 
be three entries at one time made into the town — appointed 
and devised that the gunners, which had battered certain 
places plain and open, should enter in one side, and the kernes 
on another side, and Sir Ralph Eure’s, of the third side. 
But it fortuned that, even upon the approachment of the 
men to their entries, the Scots fled from their ordnance, 
leaving them unshot, into the woods thereabout, with all 
other people in the same town. In which flight was slain 
above the number of 160 Scots, having for that recompense 
thereof, the loss of six Englishmen only. The people thus 
fled, and the town given to Englishmen by chance of war : 
the gunners burned the Abbey, the Grey Friars, and divers 
bastel and fortified houses, whereof there were many in that 
town : the goods of the same town being first spoiled, which 
laded, at their departing, 500 horses ; besides seven pieces 
of ordnance. 

In their return likewise, as they passed, burning divers 
places, towers and castles : as the Tower of Calling Craige, 
the Castle of Sesforth, Otterbum, Cowboge, Marbottle 
church, with many other like ; until they came to a place 
called Kirkyettham, being ten miles from certain villages 
within English ground, named Hetton, Tylmouth and 
Twysell, which appeared to them burning. For the which 
cause Sir Ralph Eure and the Captain of Norham, 
accompanied with 500 horsemen, rode in such haste towards 
the fire, that at what time the said Sir Ralph did set upon 
the Scots which had burned the village, he had not with him 
above 200 horsemen. Nevertheless the Scots, upon the only 
sight of the standards, used for their defence their light feet, 
and fled in so much haste that divers English horses were 
tired in the pursuit : but overtaken there was a great number, 
whereof many were slain, partly by the fierceness of the 
Englishmen, partly^ by the guilty cowardice of the Scots. 
Ana truly to speak in a few words ; in this act doing, reason 
will scarcely suffice to persuade the truth : insomuch that 
there were divers Englishmen whereof eveiy man had eight 
or nine prisoners, besides such as were slain whose number 
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is certainly known to have been a hundred or more. And 
yet in this skirmish, not one Englidiman taken, neither 
slaiil : thanks be to GOD ! Also further here is to be 
remembered that the Englishmen in their return from the 
sack of Jedworth, drave and brought out of Scotland into 
England, a great number of cattle, l^th note [neat] and sheep. 


Furthermore to the apparent continuance of GOD*s favour 
unto the purposes of the Englishmen, it is to be certainly 
known, that on the 15th day of June [1544] there was another 
raid made by divers Englishmen to a town called Synlawes, 
whereas divers bastel houses were destroyed, eight Scots 
taken, and 60 oxen brought away. For the return [recovery] 
whereof, a number of Scottish men pursued very earnestly ; 
who for their coming, lost six of their lives, and fifty of theii 
horsemen [prisoners]. 

And upon the Tuesday next following, Sir Gborgb 
Bowes, Sir John Withbrington, Henry Eure, and 
Lionel Grave rode to the Abbey of Coldingham, and 
demanded the same ; but it was denied earnestly, insomuch 
that after an assault made for five hours, it was burnt all 
saving the church, which having fire in the one end smoked 
so by the drift of the wind towards the Englishmen tiiat 
it could not be conveniently then be burned. The store of 
the cattle and of the other goods there, served well for the 
spoil of the soldiers. In this Abbey were slain one monk and 
three other Scots. And amongst the English was one only 
gunner slain by a piece of ordnance shot out of the steeple. 

Since this journey, the 20th of Tune [i544]» a company of 
Tynedale and Redesdale with other vsdiant men, ventured 
upon the greatest town in all Teviotdale, named Skra^sburgh, 
a town of the Lord Hunthill’s ; whereas besides nch spofls 
and great plenty of note [neat] and sheep, 38 persons were 
taken. Adding thereunto, that which is a marvellous truth, 
that is to say, these prisoners being taken, three Scots being 
slain, with divers wounded : not one Englishmen was either 
hurt or wounded. 

In these victories, who is to be most highest lauded but 
GOD 7 whose goodness the En^^shmen hath had of a 
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great aeaaon notable victories and matters worthy of 
triumphs. And for the continuance of GOD’s favour toward 
us, let us pray for the prosperous estate of our noble good 
and victorious Lord Governor and King &c. : for whose sake 
doubtless, GOD hath spreaded his blessing over us, in peace 
to have mirth, and in wars to have victory. 


JmprinteD at HonDon in paurs 
Cjiutcj) pata, bp laepnom 
iOQotf; attbesipof tbe 
iBta^en %etpent. 

9 nno 1544* 


Cum prvuilegio ad imprimendum solum. 
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Anonymous. 

B EAvrr's fort, 

\MS.im tf J. P. COLLIER, Eaq., F,S,AJ\ 

Hen raging LrOve, with fierce assault. 
Strikes at fair Beauty’s gate ; 
What army hath she to resist 
And keep her court and state ? 


She calleth first on Chastity 
T o lend her help in time ; 

And Prudence no less summons she. 
To meet her foe so brim. 

And female Courage she alway 
Doth bring unto the wall ; 

To blow the trump in her dismay. 
Fearing her fort may fall. 

On force of words she much relies. 

Her foe without to keep ; 

And parleyeth with her two bright eyes. 
When they her dyke would leap. 

Yet natheless the more she strives. 

The less she keeps him out ; 

For she hath traitors in her camp. 

That keep her still in doubts 
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The first and worst of these the Flesh, 

Then woman*8 Vanity 
That still is caught within the mesh 
Of guileful Flattery. 

These traitors ope the gate at length ; 

And in, with sword in hand, 

Came raging Love; and all her strength 
No longer can withstand. 

Prudence and Chastity both too 
Submit unto the foe : 

And female Courage nought can do, 

But down her walls must go. 


She needs must 3deld her castle strongs 
And Love triumphs once more : 

'Tis only what the boy hath done 
A thousand times before. 


None may resist his mighty power ; 

And though a boy, and blind. 

He knows to chose a happy hour 
When maidens must be kmd. 
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Thomas Stevens, an English Jesuit. 


The first Englishman known to have 
reached the continent of India by 
the Cape op Good Hope. 

(Hakluvt, iSllPu] 

A Letter written from Goa, the principal [Portuguese] city 
of all the East Indies, by one Thomas Stevens an 
Englishman ; and sent to his father. Master Thomas 
Stevens. Anuo 1579. 

Fter most humble commendations : these shall be 
to crave your daily blessing, with like commenda- 
tions unto my mother ; and withal to certify you 
of my being, according to your will and my duty. 
I wrote unto you, taking my journey from Italy to 
Portugal, which letters I think are come to your hands: so 
that presuming thereupon, I think I have the less need at 
this time to tell you the cause of mv departing; which 
nevertheless in one word I may conclude, if I do but name 
Obedience. 

I came to Lisbon towards the end [i.e. 26ih] of March 

eight days before the departure of the ships, so late that if they 
had not been stayed about some weighty matters, they had 
been long gpne b^ore our coming : insomuch that there were 
others ordained to go in our places that the King's provision 
and ours also might not be in vain. Nevertheless our sudden 
coming took place, and the 4th of April five ships departed 
for Qoa, wherein, besides shipmen and soldiers, there were a 
great number of children w^ch in the seas bear out better 
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than men, and no marvel, when that many women also pass 
[the seas] very well. The setting forth from the port, I need 
not to tell how solemn it is, with trumpets and shooting of 
ordnance. You may easily imagine it, considering that they 
go in the manner of war. 

The tenth of the aforesaid month, we came to the sight 
of Porto Santo, near unto Madeira; where an English c^ip 
set upon ours (which was then also alone) with a few shots, 
which did no harm ; but after that our ship had laid out her 
greatest ordnance, they straight departed as they came. The 
English ship was veiy fair and great, which I was sorry to 
see so ill occupied ; for she went roving about, so that we 
saw her again at the Canary Isles : unto the which we came 
the 13th of the said month, and good leisure we had to 
wonder at the high mountain of the island of Teneriffe; 
for we wandered between that and the Great Canary four 
days by reason of contrary winds. And briefly, such evil 
weather we had until the 14th of May, that they despaired 
to compass the Cape of Good Hope that year. 

Nevertheless taking our voyage between Guinea and the 
islands of Cape Verde, without seeing any land at all, we 
arrived at length unto the coast of Guinea, which the Portu- 
gese so call chiefly that part of the burning zone which is 
from the sixth degree unto the equinoctial ; in which parts 
they suffered so many inconveniences of heat and lack 
of winds, that they think themselves happy when they have 
passed it. For sometimes the ship standeth there almost by 
the space of many days ; sometimes she goeth but in such 
order that it were almost as good to stand still. And the 
greatest part of this coast is not clear but thick and cloudy ; 
mil of thunder and lightning, and rain so unwholesome that 
if the water stand a little while, all is full of worms : and falling 
on the meat which is hung up, it maketh it straight full of 
wonns.^ Along all that coast we oftentimes saw a thing 
swimming upon the water like a cock’s comb (which they 
call a Ship of Guinea) [a Nautilus] but the colour much fairer ; 
which comb standeth upon a thing almost like the swimmer 
[bladder] of a fish in colour and bigness, and beareth under 
the water, strings ; which saveth it from turning over. This 
thing is so poisonous that a man cannot touch it without 
great peril. In this coast, that is to say, from the 6th degree 
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[North] unto the equinoctial, we spent no less than thirty 
daya, partly with contraiy winds, partly with calm. 

The 30th of May we passed the equinoctial with conten> 
tation, directing our course, as well as we could to pass 
the promontory : but in all that gulf, and in all the way 
besides, we found so often calms that the expertest mariners 
wondered at it. And in places where are always wont to be 
most horrible tempests, we found most quiet calms, which 
were very troublesome to those ships [the caracks] ; which be 
the greatest of all other and cannot go without good winds. 
Insomuch that when it is a tempest almost intolerable for 
other ships, and maketh them main [Jurl] all their sails; these 
hoist up theirs, and sail excellently well; unless the waters 
be too furious, which seldom happeneth in our navigation. 
You shall understand, that being passed the line, they can- 
not straightway go the next way to the promont(#y; but 
according to the wind, they draw always as near south as 
they can put themselves in the latitude of the point, which 
is 35* 30' [South] and then they take their course towards 
the east, and so compass the point. But the wind served 
us so, that at 30" [South] we did direct our course toward 
the point or promontory of Good Hope. 

You know that it is hard to sail from Bast to West, 
because there is no fixed point in all the sky, whereby they 
may direct their course: wherefore I shall tell you what 
helps God provided for these men. There is not a fowl that 
appeareth, or sign in the air or in the sea ; which they have 
not written which have made the voyages heretofore. 
Wherefore partly by their own experience, and pondering 
withal what space the ship is able to make with such a wind 
and such a direction, and partly by the experience of others, 
whose books and navigations they have, they guess wher^ 
abouts they be touching degn^ees of longitude. For of lati- 
tude they 1 ^ always sure. But the matest and best industry 
of all is to mark the variation of the needle or compm 
which in the meridian of the island of Saint Michael, which 
IS one of the Azores, in the latitude of Lisbon, is just north, 
and thence swerveth towards the east eo much that be- 
twuct the meridian aforesaid and the point of Africa D.e. 
ike Cafe of Good Hope] it carrieth three or four quarters eC 
thirty-two [or 4 n modem language, the magnetic mrMion at Mm 
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Cap$ was at that time from 30^ to 45° East.] And again in 
the point of Africa, a little beyond the Point, that is called 
Cape das Agulias (in English The Needles) it retumeth again 
unto the north ; and that place passed, it swerveth again 
toward the west, as it did before proportionably. 

As touching our first signs, the nearer we came to the 
people of Africa, the more strange kinds of fowls [birds] ap- 
peared : insomuch that when we came within no less than 
thirty leagues (almost an hundred miles) and six hundred 
miles as we thought from any island, as good as 3,000 
fowls of sund^ kinds followed our ship, some of them so 
great that their wings, being opened from one point to the 
other, contained seven spans, as the mariners said. A mar-^ 
vellous thing to see how GOD provided so that in so wide a 
sea these fowls are all fat and nothing wanteth them. The 
Portuguese have named them all according to some property 
which they have. Some they call Rush 4 ails because th^ir 
tails be not proportionable to their bodies, but long and 
small like a rush. Some Forked-tails because they be ver} 
broad and forked. Some Velvet-sleeves, because they have 
wings of the colour of velvet, and boweth [bendeth] them as 
a man boweth his elbow. This bird is always welcome, for 
he appeareth nearest the Cape. I should never end if I 
should tell all particulars; but it shall suffice briefly to touch 
a few, which yet shall be sufficient, if you mark them, to give 
occasion to glorify GOD in his wonderful works and such 
variety in His creatures. 

And to speak somewhat of fishes in ail places of calm, 
especially in the burning zone [i.e. the Tropics] . Near the 
line (for without [the Tropics] we never saw any) there 
waited on our ship fishes as long as a man, which they call 
Tuberones [the abongituU West Indian name for sharks] . They 
come to eat such things as from the ship fall into the sea, 
not refusing men themselves if they light upon them : and 
if they find any meat tied in the sea, they take it for theirs. 
These have waiting on them six or seven small fishes 
(wfuch never depart) with gards blue and green round about 
their bellies, like comely serving men, and they go two 
or three before him and some on eveiy side. Moreover 
th^ have other fishes which cleave always unto their body 
ana seem to take suth superfluities as grow about them, and 
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they Rie said to enter into their bodies also to purge them if 
they need. The mariners in time past have eaten of them, 
but since they have seen them eat men, their stomachs abhor 
them : nevertheless they draw them up with great hooks, 
and kill of them as many as they can, thinking that they 
have made a great revenge. 

There is another kind of fish [(hi flying-fish] as big 
almost as a herring, which hath wings and flieth, and they 
are together in great number. These have two enemies: 
the one in the sea, and the other in the air. In the sea, the 
fish which is called the Albacare [the Portuguese for Dolphin] 
as big as a salmon followeth them with great swiftness to 
take them. This poor fish not being able to swim fast, for 
he hath no fins but swimmeth with the moving of his tail, 
shutting his wings, lifteth himself above the waf^ir, and 
flieth not very high. The Albacore seeing that, although he 
have no wings, yet giveth he a great leap out of the water, 
and sometimes catcheth him; or else he keepeth himself 
under the water, going that way as fast as he flieth. And 
when the fish being weaiy of the air or thinking himself out 
of danger, retumeth into the water, the Albacore meeteth 
with him : but sometimes his other enemy, the Sea Crow 
catcheth him before he falleth. 

With these and like sights, but always making our suppli- 
cations to GOD for good weather and salvation of the ship ; 
we came at length unto the Point, so famous and feared of 
all men. But we found there no tempest, only great waves. 
Where our pilot was a little overseen. For whereas com- 
monly all other never come within sight of land, but seeing 
signs ordinai^r and finding bottom, go their way sure and safe ; 
he thinking himself to have wind at will, shot [steered] so nigh 
the land, that the wind turning to the south and the waves 
being exceeding great rolled us so near the land, that the 
ship stood in less than fourteen fathoms of water, no more 
than six miles from the Cape, which is called Las AguUas ; 
and there we stood as utterly cast away. For under us were 
rocks of main stone so sharp and cutting that no anchor 
could hold the ship, the shore so evil that nothing could take 
land, and the land itself so full of tigers and people that are 
savage and killers of all strangers, that we had no hope 
of life or comfort but only in GOD and a good conscience. 
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Notwithstanding after we had lost anchors, hoisting up the 
sails for to get the ship a coast [to the coa&t'\ in some ssier 
place or when it should please GOD : it pleased His mercy 
suddenly, where no man looked for help, to fill our sails with 
wind from the land, and so we escaped, thanks be to GOD I 
And the day following, being in the place where they are 
always wont to catch fish, we also fell a fishing, and so 
many they took, that they served all the ship for that day 
and part of the next. And one of them pulled up a coral of 
great bigness and price. For there they say (as we saw by 
experience) that the coral grows in the manner of stalks 
upon the rocks in the bottom, and waxes hard and red. The 
day of peril was the 29th of July, 1579. 

And you shall understand that the Cape passed ; there be 
two ways to India, one within the Isle of Saint Lawrence 
[Madagascar], which they take willingly, because they refresh 
themselves at Mozambique a fortnight or a month, not with- 
out great need ; and thence in a month more, land at Goa. 
The other is without the Isle of St. Lawrence, which they take 
when they set forth so late and come so late to the Point that 
they have no time to take the foresaid Mozambique : and then 
thev go heavily [sadly] because in this way they take no port, 
and by reason of the long navigation, and want of food and 
water, they fall into sundry diseases ; their gums wax great 
and swell, and they are fain to cut them away ; their legs 
swell and all the body becometh sore and so benumbed that 
they cannot stir hand nor foot, and so they die for weakness, 
others fall into fluxes [diarrhaa] and agues and die thereby. 

And this way it was our chance to make, yet though we 
had more than one hundred and fifty sick, there died not 
past twenty-seven ; which loss they esteemed not much, in 
respect of other times [i.e. v(yages] . Though some of ours 
[i.e. the company of Jesuits of whom Stevbns was ofu] were 
diseased in this sort ; yet thanks be to GOD, I had my health 
all the way, contrary to the expectation of many. GOD send 
me my health so well in the land, if it may be, to His honour 
and service I 

This way is full of privy rocks and quicksands, so that 
sometimes we durst not sail by night ; but by the providence 
of GOD we saw nothing nor never found bottom until we came 
to the epast of India. When we had passed again the line 
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and were come again to the third degree [north] or aomewhat 
more, we saw crabs swimming on the water as though they 
had httn sodden [boiled] ^ but this was no sign of land. After, 
about the eleventh degree, for the space of many days, more 
than ten thousand fishes by estimation followed round about 
our ship ; whereof we caught so many, that for fifteen days 
we did eat nothing else, and they served our turn very well : 
for at this time we had neither meat nor almost any thing 
else to eat, our navigation growing so long that it drew near 
to seven months, whereas commonly they go it in five ; 1 
mean when they sail the inner way [through the Mozambique 
Channel\, But these fishes were not sign of land, but rather 
of deep sea. 

At length we took a couple of birds, which were a kind of 
hawks; whereof they joyed much, thinking that they had bten 
of India, but indeed they were of Arabia, as we found after- 
wards. And we that thought we had been near India, were 
in the same latitude near Socotra, an isle in the mouth of 
the Red Sea. But there GOD sent us great winds from the 
north-east or north-north-east, whereupon unwillingly they 
bare up toward the east, and thus we went ten days without 
seeing sign of land, whereby they perceived their error : for 
they had directed their course before, always north-east, 
coveting to multiply [pass over] degrees of latitude ; but partly 
the difference [vartahon] of the needle, and most of all the 
running seas [currents] ^ which at that time ran north-west, 
had drawn us to this new danger, had not GOD sent us this 
wind, which at once waxed larger [veered] and restored ut 
to our right course. 

These running seas [currents] be so perilous that they de- 
ceive the most part of the Governors \^lots of the caracks] and 
some be so little curious, contenting themselves with ordinary 
experience that they care not to seek out any means to know 
when th^ swerve, neither by the compass nor by any other 
trial. 

The first sign of land was certain fowls [birds] which they 
knew to be of India* The second was boughs ^ palms and 
sedges. The third, snakes swimming on the water, and a 
substance which th^ call by the name of a coin of mon^, 
as broad and as round as a groat, wonderfully printed and 
stamped of Nature like unto some coin. And thm two last 
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signs be so certain that the next day after, if the wind serve, 
they see land, which we did to our great joy ; when all our 
water (for you know they make no beer in those parts) and 
victuals began to fail us. And to Goa we came the 24th of 
October 1570; there being received with surpassing great 
charity. 

The people be tawny, but not disfigured in their lips and 
noses as the Moors and Kaffirs of Ethiopia. They that be 
not of reputation, or at least the most part, go naiked, save 
an apron of a span long and as much in breadth before them, 
and a lace two fingers broad before them, girded about with 
a string, and no more : and thus they think themselves as 
well as we with all our trimming. ^ 

Of the fruits and the trees that be here I cannot now 
speak, for I should make another letter as long as this. For 
hitherto I have not seen any tree here, whose like 1 have 
seen in Europe ; the vine excepted, which nevertheless hep 
is to no pur^se, so that all the wines are brought out of 
Portugal. The drink of the country is good water, or wine of 
the pdm tree or of a fruit called cocoas. 

And this should suffice for this time. If GOD send me my 
health, I shall have opportunity to write to you once again. 
Now the length of my letter compelleth me to take my leave, 
and thus I wish your most prosperous health. 

From Goa, the tenth of November 1579. 

Your loving Son, 

Thomas Stevens. 
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T'he Ufe of Man 

William Shakespeare. 


\Aty9uUk9U^ 

aoqaes. All the world's a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players ; 
They have their exits and their entrances, 

And one man in his time plays many parts ; 

His acts being seven ages. At first the Infant, 
Mewling and puking in the nurse's arms. 

Then the whining School Boy, with his satchel 
And shining morning face ; creeping like snail, 
Unwillingly to school. Then the Lover 
Sighing like a furnace, with a woeful ballad 
Made to his mistress* eyebrow. Then a Soldier 
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the ’pard ; 
Jealous in honour, sudden, and quick in quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble Reputation 
Even in the cannon's mouth. And then the Justice 
In fair round belly with good capon lined, 

With eyes severe, and beard of formal cut ; 

Full of wise saws and modem instances : 

And so he plays his part. The sixth age shifts 
Into the lean and slippered Pantaloon, 

With spectacles on nose and pouch on side ; 

His youthful hose (well saved) a world too wide 
For his shrunk shank : and his big manly voice, 
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 
And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all. 

That ends this strange eventful histofy. 

Is Second Childishness and mere Oblivion : 

Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. 
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described by 

Sir Walter Raleigh. 


\Jffittory qf tkt W«Hd.\ 

this also is the little World of Man compared 
PM and made more like the Universal. . . in that the 
four Complexions resemble the four Elements; 
UU and the seven Ages of man, the seven Planets. 

Whereof our Infancy is compared to the Moon ; 
in which we seem only to live and grow, as plants. 

The second Age, to Mercury ; wherein we are taught and 
instructed. 


Our third Age, to Venus ; the days of Love, Desire and 
Vanity. 

The fourth, to the Sun ; the strong, flourishing and beautiful 
Age of man’s life. 

The fifth, to Mars ; in which we seek honour and victory, 
and in which our thoughts travel to ambitious ends. 

The sixth Age is ascribed to Jupiter; in which we begin to 
take account of our times, judge of ourselves, and grow to 
the perfection of our understanding. 

The last and seventh, to Saturn ; wherein our days are sad 
and overcast : and in which we find by dear and lamentable 
experience, and by the loss which can never be repaired; 
that, of all our vain passions and affections past, the sorrow 
only abideth. Our attendants are Sicknesses and Variable 
Infirmities : and by how much the more we are accompanied 
with plenty, by so much the more greedily is our end desired. 
Whom, when Time hath made unsociable to others; we 
become a burden to ourselves : being of no other use than to 
hold the riches we have from our successors. In this time 


it is, when we, for the most part (and never before) prepare 
for our Eternal Habitation ; which we pass on unto wi^ many 
sighs, groans and sad thoughts: and in the end (by the work- 
manshm of Dbath) finish the sorrowful business of a wretched 
life. Towards which we always travel, both sleeping and 
wakina. Neither have those beloved companions oi Honour 
and Riches any power at all to hold us any one day by the 
glmrious promise of entertainments : but by what crooked path 
soever we walk ; the same leadeth on directly to the House 
of Dsatr, whose doors lie open at all hours, and to all persons. 
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J. D. Esquire. 

"The Secrets of Angling, 


With dks acaptioo of J. D.'s venea, who u th« laureate of the craft, angling, aa praetiaad in 
England, ndly wanu a aacrad bard. Why does no fiihcnnan katms *t reti jMm#, aa familiar 
nrith all the finny tribea aa was Glaucus of old aAer taatiog gnus, cut himaelf a fiom the 
naigin of hia lovud trout stream, and pipe a strain worthy of the subject f—Qmaritrfy XevuWt 
0«* *875. p. 358. 



Jr attention was drawn to this tract by the charming article 
on the literature and mysteries of Trout and Trout Fishing, 
from which we have made the above quotation. The original 
edition of 1613 is of extraordinary rarity. Only two copies 
are known. One of these is in the Bodleian ; the other in the superb 
coUection of Mr. Henry Huth, who kindly lent it for the present 
reproduction. 

In addition to the original impresrion, we have given at pages 191-)^ all 
the additional Note and Comment which William Lauson added to the 
second impression of 1653. 

Isaak Walton quotes from this poetical work in his Compleat Angler 
first published in 1653, assigning by a marginal note, the authorship to 
J. Da. ; but the following entry in the Stationer^ Registers definitely 
fixes the name of the Wnter, who was apparently a Somersetshire man. 


Master Rogir Entred for his copie vnder th[c h lands of 
Jackson. Master Mason and Warden Hooper A 
booke called The secretes of Angling teaching 
the Choysest tools bates and seasons for the 
taking of any fish in fond or River ^actised 
and opened in three bookes by John Dennys 
Esquier 

As it appears from the Publisher’s Epistle at p. 143 that the work 
appeared posthumouslyy the date of its composition can but approximately 
be fixed as Before 1613.” 

We think that to not a few Anglers, the poem will prove a very pleasant 
surprise; and we imagine that this is the second printed book in our 
Literature specially devoted to stream fishing with the rod ; Juliana 
Barnes^ treatise of with anangle at the end of die 1496 edition 

of her book of The manere of hawfynge and hunfynge the fitSL 

Thaaspk the tract has several times been reprinted ; lasdy in l8it i 
we fed sure we are but ex pre s s i ng the lading of all Anglers in thanking 
Mr. Huth fiir his generous assisuutce in making it now perpetuafly 
accessible to all lovers of the gentle craft. 


THE 


Secrets of Angling 

TEACHING, 

The choicest Tools, Baits and Seasons, for the 
taking of any Fish in Pond or River: 
practised and familiarly opened 
in three Books. 

I. D. Esquire. 



Printed at London, for Roger Jackson.^ and are to be sold 
at his shop near Fleet Street conduit, 1613. 
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TO THE WORTHY, AND 

MY MUCH RESPECTED FRIEND, 
Master John HARBORNEof Tackley in the 
County of Oxford, Esquire. 

Worthy Sir, 

His Poem being sent unto me to be printed after the 
death of the author ; who intended to have done it in 
his life; but was prevented by death: I could not among 
my good friends^ bethink me of any one to whom I might more 
fitly dedicate it — as well for the nature of the subject in which you 
delight, as to express my love — than to yourself, 

I find it not only savouring of Art and Honesty, two things now 
strangers unto many authors, but also both pleasant and profitable; 
and being loth to see a thing of such value lie hidden in obscurity, 
whilst matters of no moment pester the stalls of every stationer, I 
therefore make bold to publish it for the benefit and delight of all, 
trusting that I shall neither thereby disparage the author, nor 
dislike them, 

I need not, I think, apologize for either the use of the subject 
cr for that it is reduced into the nature of a poem : for as touch- 
ing the last, in that it is in verse, some count it by so much the 
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fMOfv idigkifid; and I hold U aoery way as fit a nU^edforfintry 
as Husbandry. And touching ike firsts if HunUng and Hawking 
have been thought worthy delights and arts to be instructed in^ I 
make not doubt but that this art of Angling is much more worthy 
practice and approbation: for it is a sport every way as pleasaut, 
less chargeable^ more profitable^ and nothing so much subject to 
choler or impatience as those are. You shaU find it more 
briefly^ pleasantly^ and more exactly performed than any of this 
kind heretofore. Therefore I refer you to the perusing thereof; 
and myself to your good opinion^ which I tender as that I hold 
most dear. 

Ever remaining at 

Your gentle command, 

R. L [t. e., Roger Jackson.] 
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THE 

SECRETS 

of Angling. 


7/ie First Book. 


m F Angling and the Art thereof I sing. 

What kind of tools it doth behove to have; 
And with what pleasing bait a man may 
bring 

The fish to bite within the wat*ry wave. 

A work of thanks to such as in a thing 
Of harmless pleasure, have regard to save 
Their dearest souls from sin; and may 
intend 

Of precious time, some part thereon to 
spend. 

lO* 
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You Nymphs that in the springs and waters sweety 
Your dwelling have, of eveiy hill and dale; 

And oft amidst the meadows green do meet 
To sport and play, and hear the nightingale ; 

And in the rivers fresh, do wash your feet, 

While Proonb's sister tells her woeful tale : 

Such aid and power unto my verses lend 
As may suffice this little work to end. 


And thou sweet Boyd ♦ that with thy wat’ry sway 
Dost wash the cliffs of Deington and of Week; 

And through their rocks with crooked winding way 
Thy mother Avon runnest soft to seek; 

In whose fair streams the speckled trout doth play, 
The roach, the dace, the gudgeon and the bleek : 
Teach me the skill with slender line and hook 
To take each fish of river, pond and brook. 

* 71 # mmmup/ a hrtok. 


The Time for providing Angle Rods. 




i 


0 ^ 





Irst, when the sun beginneth to decline 
Southward his course, with his fair chariot bright ; 
And pass^ hath of heaven the middle line 
That makes of equal length both day and night ; 
And left behind his back the dreadful sign 
Of cruel Centaur, slain in drunken fight; [soiig» 
When beasts do mourn and birds forsake their 
And eveiy creature thinks the night too long. 


And blust'ring Boreas with his chilling cold. 
Unclothed hath the trees of summer’s green ; 
And woods and groves are naked to behold. 
Of leaves and branches now despoildd clean ; 
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So ‘that their £ruitful stocks they do unfold* 

And lay abroad their offspring to be seen : 

Where Nature shows her great increase of kind 
To such as seek their tender shoots to find. 


Then go into some great Arcadian wood 
Where store of ancient hazels do abound ; 

And seek amongst their springs and tender brood 
Such shoots as are the straightest, long and round : 
And of them all (store up what you think good) 

But fairest choose, the smoothest and most sound ; 
So that they do not two years* growth exceed, 

In shape and beauty like the Belgick reed. 


These prune and cleanse of eveiy leaf and spray, 

Yet leave the tender top remaining still ; (>• p* i 9 » ) 

Then home with thee go bear them safe away, 

But perish not the rine and utter pill ; [•] i* 

And on some even boarded floor them lay, 

Where they may dry and season at their fill ; i«.p. 

And place upon their crooked parts some weight 
To press them down, and keep them plain and straight. 

So shalt thou have always in store the best 
And fittest rods to serve thy turn aright : 

For not the brittle cane, nor all the rest, 

I like so well, though it be long and light ; 

Since that the fish are frighted with the least 
Aspect of any glittering thing, or white ; isFipiJ 

Nor doth it by one half so well incline 
As doth the pliant rod, to save the line. u 9- (9» 3 
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To make the Line. 



I Hbn obt good hair, bo that it be not black. 
Neither of mare nor gelding let it be; 

Nor of the tireling jade that bears the pack ; 
But of some lusty horse or courser free, 
Whose bushy tail upon the ground doth track 
Like blazing comet that sometimes we see : 
From out the midst thereof the longest take 
At leisure best your links and lines to make. 


Then twist them finely as you think most meet. 

By skill or practice easy to be found ; 

As doth Arachnb with her slender feet, is- p- >9^1 

Draw forth her little thread along the ground : 

But not too hard or slack, the mean is sweet ; 

Lest slack, they snarl; or hard, they prove unsound: 
And intermix with silver, silk or gold, p- *9^1 
The tender hairs, the better so to hold. 

Then end to end, as falleth to their lot, 

Let all your 4 inks, in order as they lie. 

Be knit together with that fisher's knot 
That will not slip nor with the wet untie; 

And at the lowest end foiget it not 
To leave a bout or compass like an eye, 

The link that holds your hook to hang upon. 
When you think good to take it off and on. 

Which link must neither be so great nor strong, 
Nor like of colour as the others were ; c»•^iw<l 
Scant half so big, so that it be as long, 

Of greyest hoe and of the soundest hair; 
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That hook I love that it in compass round. 

Like to the print that Pegasus did make 
With homdd hoof upon Thessalian ground ; 

From whence forthwith Parnassus' spring outbrake. 

That doth in pleasant waters so abound, 

And of the Muses oft the thirst doth slake ; 

Who on his fruitful banks do sit and sing, 

That all the world of their sweet tunes doth ring. 

Or as Thaumantis, when she list to shroud 
Herself against the parching sunny ray. 

Under the mantle of some stormy cloud 
Where she her sundry colours doth display ; 

Like Juno's bird : of her fair garments proud, 

That Phcebus gave her on her marriage day. 

Shows forth her goodly circle far and wide 
To mortal wights that wonder at her pride. 

His shank should neither be too short nor long ; 

His point not over sharp nor yet too dull ; 

The substance good that may endure from wrong : 

His needle slender, yet both round and full, 

Made of the right Il^rian metal strong 
That will not stretch nor break at every pull ; 

Wrought smooth and clean without one crack or knot, 
And bearded like the wild Arabian goat. 


was 

{ti.p. 193.1 


Then let your hook be sure and strongly plaste 
Unto your lowest link, with silk or hair ; 
Which you may do with often overcast 
So that you draw the bouts together near : 

And with both ends make all the other last, 
That no bare place or rising knot appear ; 

Then m that link hang leads of even weight, 
To raise your float and carry down your Mt. 
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Thus have your rod, line, float and hook ; 

The rod to strike, when you shall think it fit ; 

The line to lead the fish with wary skill ; 

The float ahd quill to warn you of the bit ; 

The hook to hold him by the chap or gill : 

Hook, line and rod all guided to your wit. 

Yet there remain of fishing tools to tell 
Some other sorts that you must have as welL 


Other Fishing Tools. 

I Little board, the lightest you can find, [is-r-sgs-i 
But not so thin that it will break or bend ; 

Of c}rpress sweet or of some other kind. 

That like a trencher shall itself extend ; 

Made smooth and plain, your lines thereon to wind, 
With battlements at eveiy other end ; 

Like to the bulwark of some ancient town 
As well- walled Silchester, now razed down. 


A shoe to bear the crawling worms therein. 

With hole above to hang it by your side. Cx 4 *p- >93 ) 

A hollow cane that must be light and thin, 

Wherein the Bobb and Palmer *’ shall abide ; 
Which must be stopped with an handsome pin 
Lest out again your baits do hap to slide. 

A little box that covered close shall lie. 

To keep therein the bu^ winged fly. 


Then must you have a plummet fonndd round 
Like to the pellet of a birding bow ; t9s4 

Wherewith you may the secret'st waters sound, 

And set your float thereafter high or low 
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PibSSSS 

Till you the depth thereof have truly found ; 

And on the same a twisted thread bestow 
At your own will, to hang it on your hook. 

And so to let it down into the brook. 


Of lead likewise, yet must you have a ring, 

Whose whole diameter in length contains Cia i«s-i 

Three inches full, and fastened to a string 
That must be long and sure, if need constrains ; 
Through whose round hole you shall your Angle bring, 
And let it fall into the wat’iy plain 

Until he come the weeds and sticks unto ; 

Prom whence your hook it serveth to undo. 


Have tools good store to serve your turn withal, 
Lest that you happen some to lose or break ; 

As in great waters oft it doth befall 

When that the hook is naught or line too weak : 

And wazdd thread, or silk, so it be small, 

To set them on, that if you list to wreak 
Your former loss, you may supply the place ; 
And not return with sorrow and disgrace. 


Have twist likewise, so that it be not white, 
Your rod to mend, or broken top to tie ; 

For all white colours do the fishes fright 
And make them from the bait away to fly : 

A file to mend your hooks, both small and light ; 
A good sharp knife, your girdle hanging ; 

A pouch with many parts and purses thin, 

To cany all your tools and trinkets in. 
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rjdto D«Qiiyi» 

L BdMtfai* 

Or walk the streets in nice and strange array, 

Or with coy phrases court his mistress' fan ; 

A poor delight with toil and painful watch 
With loss of time a silly fish to catch 1 ’* 


" What pleasure can it be to walk about 
The fields and meads in heat or pinching cold ; 
And stand all day to catch a silly trout 
That is not worth a tester to be sold ? 

And peradventure sometimes go without, 

Besides the toils and troubles manifold 7 
And to be washt with many a shower of rain 
Before he can return from thence again ? " 

More ease it were, and more delight 1 trow 
In some sweet house to pass the time away 
Among the best, with brave and gallant show ; 
And with fair dames to dance, to sport and play ; 
And on the board, the nimble dice to throw 
That brings in gain, and helps the shot to pay ; 
And with good wine and store of dainty fare 
To feed at will and take but little care." 


Thi Answer. 



Mean not here men's errors to reprove^ 

Nor do envy their seeming happy state ; 

But rather marvel why they do not love 
An honest sport that is without debate; 

Since their abused pastimes often move 
Their minds to anger and to mortal hate; 

And as in bad delights their time th^ spend# 
So oft it brings them to no better end* 
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Indeed it is a life of lesser pain 

To sit at play from noon till it be night; 

And then from night till it be noon again ; 

With damned oaths, pronounced in despite, 

For little cause and every trifling vein : 

To curse, to brawl, to quarrel and to fight ; 

To pack the cards, and with some coz’ning trick. 
His fellow’s purse of all his coin to pick. 

Or to beguile another of his wife. 

As did ^GisTUS, Agamemnon serve ; 

Or as that Roman * monarch led a life ; • itemo . 

To spoil and spend while others pine and starve ; 

And to compel their friends with foolish strife, 

To take more drink than will their health preserve ; 
And to conclude, for debt or just desert 
In baser tune to sing the ** Counter” part. 

O let me rather on the pleasant brink 
Of Tyne and Trent possess some dwelling-place ; 
Where I may see my quill and cork down sink 
With eager bite of barbel, bleek or dace : 

And on the world and his Creator think. 

While they, proud Thais* painted sheet embrace ; 
And with the fume of strong tobacco’s smoke, 

All quaffing round, are ready for to choke. 

Let them that list these pastimes then pursue 
And on their pleasing fancies feed their fill ; 

So I the fields and meadows green may view, 

And by the rivers fresh may walk at 
Among the daisies and the violets blue. 

Red hsracinth and yellow daffodil, 

Puiple narcissus like the morning rays, 

Pale ganderglass and azure culverkeys. 



158 


The First Book [^mSSSS: 

I count it better pleasure to behold 
The goodly compass of the lofty sky ; 

And in the midst thereof like burning gold. 

The flaming chariot of the world's great Eye ; 

The wat'iy clouds that in the air uprolled 
With sundry kinds of painted colours fly ; 

And fair Aurora lifting up her head, 

All blushing rise from old Tithonus* bed. 


The hills and mountains raised from the plains, 

The plains extended level with the ground, 

The ground divided into sundry veins, 

The veins inclosed with running rivers round, 

The rivers making way through Nature's chaift, 
With headlong course into the sea profound, 

The surging sea beneath the valleys low. 

The valleys sweet, and lakes that lovely flow. 

The lofty woods, the forests wide and long, 

Adorned with leaves and branches fresh and green ; 
In whose cool bowers the birds with chanting song 
Do welcome with their quire, the Summer's Queen : 
The meadows fair where Flora’s gifts among, 

Are intermixt the verdant grass between ; 

The silver-scaled fish that softly swim 
Within the brooks and crystal wat'ry brim. 

All these and many more of His creation 
That made the heavens, the Angler oft doth see ; 
And takes therein no little delectation 
To think how strange and wondeiful they be ; 
Framing thereof an inward contemplation 
To set his thoughts from other fancies free. 

And whiles im looks on these with joyful eye. 

His mind is rapt above the stany sl^. 
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The Author of Angling, 

Ut how this Art of Angling did begin ? 

And who the use and practice found ? 

How many times and ages since have bin 
Wherein the sun hath daily compast round 
The circle that the signs twice six are in 
And yielded yearly comfort to the ground ? 

It were too hard for me to bring about ; 

Since Ovio wrote not all that story out. 



Yet to content the willing reader’s ear» 

1 will not spare the sad report to tell. 

When good Deucalion and his Pyrrha dear 
Were only left upon the earth to dwell, 

Of all the rest that overwhelmed were 
With that great flood, that in their days befell ; 
Wherein the compass of the world so round 
Both man and beast with waters deep were drowned. 


Between themselves they wept, and made great moan 
How to repair again the woeful fall 
Of all mankind, whereof they two alone 
The remnant were ; and wretchdd portion small : 

But any means or hope in them was none. 

That might restore so great a loss withal; 

Since th^ were ag^d, and in years so run. 

That now almost their thread life was spun. 
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Until at last they saw where as there stood 
An ancient temple wasted and forlorn, 

Whose holy fires and sundry offerings good 
The late outrageous waves away had borne ; 

But when at length down fallen. was the fiood. 

The waters low, it proudly ’gan to scorn : 

Unto that place they thought it best to go, 

The counsel of the goddess there to know. 

For long before that fearful deluge great. 

The universal earth had overflown ; 

A heavenly power there placdd had her seat. 

And answers gave of hidden things unknown. 

Thither they went her favour to entreat 

Whose fame throughout that coast abroad was blown ; 

By her advice some way or mean to find, 

How to renew the race of human kind. 

Prostrate they fell upon the sacred ground, 

Kissing the stones and shedding many a tear ; 

And lowly bent their aged bodies down 
Unto the earth, with sad and heavy cheer ; 

Praying the Saint with soft and doleful sound. 

That she vouchsafe their humble suit to hear. 

The goddess heard : and bade them go and take 
Their mother’s bones, and throw behind their back* 

This oracle obscure and dark of sense, 

Amas^ much their minds with fear and doubt, 

What kind of meaning might be drawn from thence ; 

And how to understand and find it out. 

How with so great a sin th^ might dispense 
Their parent’s bones to cast and throw about ? 

Thus when they had long time in study spent 
Out of the ebuich with careful thought they went* 
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And now beholding better eveiy place, 

Each hill and dale, each river, rock and tree ; 

And musing thereupon a little space, 

They thought the Earth their mother well might be ; 

And that the stones that, lay before their face 
To be her bones did nothing disagree : 

Wherefore to prove if it were false or true. 

The scattered stones behind their backs they threw. 

Forthwith the stones (a wondrous thing to hear) 

Began to move as they had life conceived ; 

And wax^d greater than at first they were, 

And more and more the shape of man received ; 

Till every part most plainly did appear 
That neither eye nor sense could be deceived : 

They heard, they spake, they went and walked too 
As other living men are wont to do. 

Thus was the earth replenished anew 

With people strange, sprung up with little pain ; 

Of whose increase, the progeny that grew 
Did soon supply the empty world again : 

But now a greater care there did ensue 
How such a mighty number to maintain ; 

Since food there was not any to be found. 

For that great flood had all destroyed and drowned. 

Then did Deucalion first the Art invent 
Of Angling, and his people taught the same ; 

And to the woods and groves with them he went 
Fit tools to find for this most needful game. 

There from the trees the longest rinds they rent, 
Wherewith strong lines they roughly twist and fratne» 

And of each crook of hardest bush and brake, 

They made them hooks the hungiy fish to take. 

Mho, I* II 
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And to entice them to the eager bit^ 

Dead frogs and flies of sundry sorts he took ; 
And snails and worms such as he found most fit 
Wherein to hide the close and deadly hook ; 

And thus with practice and inventive wit. 

He found the means in every lake and brook 
Such store of fish to take with little pain 
As did long time this people new, sustain. 

In this rude sort began this simple Art 
And 80 remained in that first age of old 
When Saturn did Amalthba’s horn impart 
Unto the world, that then was all of gold ; 

The fish as yet had felt but little smart 
And were to bite more eager, apt and bold ; 

And plenty still supplied the place again 
Of woeful want, whereof we now complain* 

But when in time the fear and dread of man 
Fell more and more on every living thing, 

And all the creatures of the world began 
To stand in awe of this usurping king ; 

Whose tyranny so far extended then 
That earth and seas it did in thraldom bring: 

It was a work of greater pain and skill. 

The wary fish in lake or brook to kill. 

So worse and worse two ages more did pass, 

Yet still this Art more perfect daily grew : 

For then the slender rod invented was, 

Of finer sort than former ages knew : 

And hooks were made of silver and of brass, 

And lines of hemp and flax were framed new | 
And sundry baits experience found out more 
Than elder times did know of try before. 
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But at the last the Iron Age drew near, 

Of all the rest the hardest and most scant : 
Then lines were made of silk and subtle hair ; 
And rods of lightest cane and hazel plant ; 

And hooks of hardest steel invented were, 
That neither skill nor workmanship did want ; 
And 80 this Art did in the end attain 
Unto that state where now it doth remain. 


But here my weary Muse awhile must rest 
That is not usdd to so long a way ; 

And breathe or pause a little at the least 
At this land's end, until another day : 

And then again, if so she think it best 
Our taken-task afresh we will assay ; 

And forward go as first we did intend 
Till that we come unto our journey’s end. 
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The end of the First Book, 




The Second Book. 



Efore, I taught what kind of tools were fit 
For him to have, that would an /Cngler be ; 
And how he should with practice and with 
wit 

Provide himself thereof in best degree : 
Now doth remain to show how to the bit 
The fishes may be brought, that erst were 
free ; 

And with what pleasing baits enticed 
they arc. 

To swallow down the hidden hook 


Baits. 

T WERE not meet to send a huntsman out 
Into the woods with net, with gin or hay ; 

To trace the brakes and bushes all about 
The stag, the fox or badger to betray ; 

If having found his game, he stand in doubt 
Which way to pitch, or where his snares to lay t 
And with what train he may entice withalf 
The fearful beast into his trap to fall. 
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So, though the Angler have good store of tools, 

And them with skill in finest sort can frame ; 

Yet when he comes to rivers, lakes and pools, 

If that he know not how to use the same, 

And with what baits to make the fishes fools ; 

He may go home as wise as out he came, 

And of his coming boast himself as well 
As he that from his father's chariot fell. 

Not that I take upon me to impart 
More than by others hath before been told, 

Or that the hidden secrets of this Art 
1 would unto the vulgar sort unfold ; 

Who peradvcnture for my pains' desert 
Would count me worthy Balaam's horse to hold : 

But only to the willing learner show 
So much thereof as may suffice to know. 

But here, O Neptune! that with triple mace 
Dost rule the raging of the ocean wide ; 

I meddle not with thy deformed race 
Of monsters huge, that in those waves abide ; 

With that great whale, that by three whole days' space 
The man of GOD did in his belly hide, 

And cast him out upon the Buxine shore 
As safe and sound as he had been before. 

Nor with that Ork, that on Cephaean strand 
Would have devoured Andromeda the fair; 

Whom Perseus slew with strong and valiant hand. 
Delivering her from danger and despair : 

The Hurlepool [? whirlpool] huge that higher than the land 
Whole streams of water spouteth in the air ; 

The porpoise large that playing swims on high 
Portending storms or other tempest nigh. 
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Nor that admirer of sweet music’s sound 
That on his back Arion bore away 
And brought to shore out of the seas profound ; 
The hippotame that like an horse doth neigh, 

The morse that from the rocks enrolled round 
Within his teeth himself doth safe convey ; 

The tortoise covered with his target hard, 

The tuberon attended with his guard. 

Nor with that fish that heareth in his snout 
A ragged sword, his foes to spoil and kill ; 

Nor that fierce thrasher that doth fling about 
His nimble flail and handles him at will ; 

The ravenous shark that with the sweepings oul 
And filth of ships doth oft his belly fill ; 

The albacore that followeth night and day 
The flying fish, and takes them for his prey. 

The crocodile that weeps when he doth wrong. 
The halibut that hurts the appetite, 

The turbot broad, the seal, the sturgeon strong, 
The cod and cozze that greedy are to bite. 

The hake, the haddock, and conger long. 

The yellow ling, the milwell fair and white, 

The spreading ray, the thomback thin and flat. 
The boisterous base, the hoggish tunny fat. 

These kinds of fish that are so laige of size, 

And many more that here I leave untold. 

Shall go for me, and all the rest likewise 
That are the flock of Proteus’ wat’iy fold ; 

For well I think my hooks would not suffice. 

Nor slender lines, the least of these to hold. 

1 leave them therefore to the surging seas : 

In that huge depth, to wander at their ease. 



OF THE Secrets of Angling. 167 

And speak of such as in the fresh are found, 

The little roach, the menise biting fast. 

The slimy tench, the slender smelt and round. 

The umber sweet, the grayling good of taste, 

The wholesome ruff, the barbel not so sound, 

The perch and pike that all the rest do waste, 

The bream, the carp, the chub and chavender. 

And many more that in fresh waters are. 

Sit then Thalia on some pleasant bank, 

Among so many as fair Avon hath ! 

And mark the anglers how they march in rank, 

Some out of Bristol, some from healthful Bath ; 

How all the river’s sides along they flank. 

And through the meadows make their wonted path : 

See how their wit and cunning they apply 
To catch the fish that in the waters lie 1 

For the Gtulgeon, [18.P.1M.) 


And then with slender line and rod in hand, 

The eager bite not long he doth abide. 

Well leaded in his line, his hook but small, 

A good big cork to bear the stream withal. 

His bait the least red worm that may be found, 
And at the bottom it doth always lie ; 

Whereat the greedy gudgeon bites so sound 
That hook and all he swalloweth by and by. 

See how he strikes, and pulls them up as round 
As if new store the play did still supply I 
And when the bite doth die or bad doth prove, 
Then to another place he doth remove. 



O IN a little boat where one doth stand. 

That to a willow bough the while is tied ; 
And with a pole doth stir and raise the sand, 
Where as the gentle stream doth softly slide : 
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This fish the fittest for a learner is 
That in this Art delights to take some pain ; 
For as high-flying hawks that often misr 
The swifter fowls, are eas^d with a train ; 

So to a young beginner yieldeth this, 

Such ready sport as makes him prove again ; 
And leads him on with hope and glad desire, 
To greater skill and cunning to aspire. 


For the Roach. 



Hen see on yonder side where one doth sjfj 
With line well twisted and his hook but small ; 
His cork not big, his plummets round and fit, 
His paste of finest paste, a little ball ; 
Wherewith he doth entice unto the bit 
The careless roach, that soon is caught withal : 

Within a foot the same doth reach the ground. 

And with least touch the float straight sinketh down. 


And as a skilful fowler that doth use 
The flying birds of any kind to take. 

The fittest and the best doth always choose 
Of many sorts a pleasing stale to make ; 

Which if he doth perceive they do refuse 
And of roislike abandon and forsake, 

To win their love again, and get their gracey 
Forthwith doth put another in the place. 


So for the roach more basts he hath beside ; 
As of a sheep, the thick congealed blood, 
Which on a board he useth to divide 
In portions small to make them fit and good, 
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That better on his hook th^ may abide ; 

And of the wasp the white and tender brood ; 

And worms that breed on every herb and tree ; 

And sundry flies that quick and lively be. 


For the D<ue. 



Hen look where as that poplar gray doth grow, 
Hard by the same where one doth closely stand 
And with the wind his hook and bait doth throw 
Amid the stream with slender hazel wand. 
Where as he sees the dace themselves do show. 

His eye is quick and ready is his hand 
And when the fish doth rise to catch the bait, 

He presently doth strike, and takes her straight. 


O world’s deceit I how are we thralled by thee. 
Thou dost thy gall in sweetest pleasures hide ! 
When most we think in happiest state to be. 
Then do we soonest into danger slide. 

Behold the fish, that even now was free. 

Unto the deadly hook how he is tied I 
So vain delights allure us to the snare, 
Wherein un’wares we fast entangled are. 


For the Carp, 

Ut now again see where another stands 
And strains his rod that double seems to bend ! 
Lo how he leads and guides him with his hands 
Lest that his line should break or angle rend ; 
Then with a net, see how at last he lands 
A mighty carp, and has him in the end I 
So large he is of body, scale and bone 
That rod and all had like to have been gone. 
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Mark what a line he hath, well made and strong. 

Of Bucephal or Bayard’s strongest hair 
Twisted with green or watchet silk among 
Like hardest twine that holds th'entangled deer ; 

Not any force of fish will do it wrong 

In Tyne or Trent or Thames he needs not fear : 

The knots of every link are knit so sure 
That many a pluck and pull they may endure. 


His cork is large, made handsome smooth and fine. 
The leads according, close, and fit thereto ; 

A good round hook set on with silken twine 
That will not slip nor easily undo : 

His bah great worms that long in moss have beto. 
Which by his side he beareth in a shoe ; 

Or paste wherewith he feeds him oft before, 

That at the bottom lies a foot or more. 


For the Chub and Trout. 



|Eb where another hides himself as sly 
Ias did Actjson or the fearful deer. 
Behind a withy, and with watchful eye 
attends the bite within the water clear, 


And on the top thereof doth move his fly 
With skilful hand, as if he living were. [•o.fktNj 

Lo how the chub, the roach, the dace and trout. 

To catch thereat do gaze and swim about. 


His rod or cane, made dark for being seen 
The less to fear the waiy fish withal ; 

The line well twisted is. and wrought so clean 
That being strong yet doth it show but small ; 
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His book not great, nor lit^e, but between, Cn. #.194.1 

That light upon the wat*rybrim may fall ; 

The line in length scant half the rod, exceeds. 

And neither cork nor lead it needs. 


For the Trout and EeL 



Ow SEE some standing where the stream doth fall 
With headlong course behind the sturdy weir, 
That overthwart the river like a wall, [aa.p.195] 
The water stops, and strongly up doth bear ; 

And at the tails of mills and arches small. 

Where as the shoot is swift and not too clear ; 

Their lines in length not twice above an ell, 

But with good store of lead, and twisted well. 


Round handsome hooks that will not break nor bend. 
The big red worm well scoured is their bait. 

Which down unto the bottom doth descend. 

Where as the trout and eel doth lie in wait. 

And to their feeding busily intend ; 

Which when they see, they snatch and swallow straight. 
Upon their lines are neither cork nor quill ; 

But when they feel them pluck, then strike they still. 


For the Servant and Flounder. 



Ehold some others ranged all along. 

To take the sewant, yea, the flounder sweet ; 
That to the bank in deepest places throng 
To shun the swifter stream that runs so fleet; 
And lie and feed the brackish waves among. 

Where as the waters fresh and salt do meet. 

And there the eel and shad sometimes are caught, 
That with the tide into the brooks are brought. 
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But by the way it shall no| be amiss 
To understand that in the waters gray, 

Of floating fish, two sundry kinds there is ; 
The one that lives by raven and by prey. 

And of the weaker sort, now that, now this, 
He bites and spoils, and kills and bears away. 
And in his greedy gullet doth devour ; 

As Scylla's gulf a ship within his power. 


And these have wider mouths to catch and take 
Their flying prey, whom swiftly they pursue; 

And rows of teeth like to a saw or rake 
Wherewith their gotten game they bite and chew; 
And greater speed within the waters make 
To set upon the other simple crew; 

And as the greyhound steals upon the hare, 

So do they use to rush on them un'ware. 


Unequal fate I that some are bom to be 
Fearful and mild, and for the rest a prey ; 

And others are ordained to live more free 
Without control or danger any way : 

So doth the fox, the lamb destroy we see ; 

The lion fierce, the beaver roe or grey ; 

The hawk, the fowl ; the greater wrong the less ; 
The lofty proud the lowly poor oppress. 


For the Pike or Perch. 



Ow FOR to take these kinds of fish withal, 

It shall be needful to have still in store 
Some living baits, as bleeks and roaches small, 
Gudgeon, or loach, not taken long before, 
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Ur yellow frogs that in the waters crawl; 
But all alive they must be evermore, 

For as for baits that dead and dull do lie, 
They least esteem, and set but little by. 
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But take good heed your line be sure and strong. 
The knots well knit and of the soundest hair, 
Twisted with some well-coloured silk among ; 

And that you have no need your rod to fear : 

For these great hsh will strive and struggle long, 
Rod line and all, into the stream to bear. 

And that your hook be not too small and weak. 
Lest that it chance to stretch or hap to break. 


And as in Arden, or the mountains hoar 
Of Appennine, or craggy Alps among ; 

The mastiffs fierce that hunt the bristled boar, 
Are harnessed with curats light and strong ; 
So for these fish, your line a foot or more 
Must arm^d be with thinnest plate along ; 

Or slender wire well fasten’d thereunto. 
That will not slip nor easily undo. 


The other kind that are unlike to these, 

Do live by com or any other seed ; 

Sometimes by crumbs of bread, of paste or cheese ; 
Or grasshoppers that in green meadows breed ; 

With brood of wasps, of hornets, doars, or bees, 

Lip berries from the briar bush or weed. 

Blood worms and snails, or crawling gentles small, 
And buaring flies that on the waters fall. 
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All these are good, and many others more. 

To make fit baits to take these kinds of fish ; 

So that some fair deep place you feed before 
A day or two, with pail, with bowl, or dish ; 

And of these meats do use to throw in store : 

Then shall you have them bite as you would wish ; 
And ready sport to take your pleasure still, 

Of any sort that best you like to kill. 

Thus serving them as often as you may. 

But once a week at least it must be done ; 

If that to bite they make too long delay 
As by your sport may be perceived soon : 

Then some great fish doth fear the rest away, 
Whose fellowship and company they shun ; 

Who neither in the bait doth take delight. 

Nor yet will suffer them that would to bite. 

For this you must a remedy provide ; 

Some roach or bleek, as I have showed before ; 
Beneath whose upper fin you close shall hide 
Of all your hook the better half and more ; 

And though the point appear or may be spied 
It makes not matter any whit therefore ; 

But let him fall into the wat'ry brim, 

And down unto the bottom soffly swim. 

And when you see your cork begin to move, 

And round about to soar and fetch a ring ; 
Sometimes to sink, and sometimes swim above, 

As doth the duck within the wat*iy spring : 

Yet make no haste your present hap to prove, 

Till with your float at last away be fling ; 

Then may you safely strike and hold him short, 
And at your will proloi^ or end your sport. 
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But every fish loves not each bait alike. 

Although sometimes they feed upon the same ; 

But some do one, and some another' seek, 

As best unto their appetite doth frame ; 

The roach, the bream, the carp, the chub, and bleek. 
With paste or com their greedy hunger tame; 

The dace, the ruff, the gudgeon and the rest, 

The smaller sort of crawling worms love best. 

The chavender and chub do more delight csm p. ipyj 
To feed on tender cheese or cherries red ; 

Black snails, their bellies slit to show their white ; 

Or grasshoppers that skip in every mead : 

The perch, the tench and eel do rather bite 
At great red worms, in field or garden bred ; 

That have been scoured in moss or fennel rough. 

To rid their filth, and make them hard and tough. 

And with this bait hath often taken bin 
The salmon fair, of river fish the best ; 

The shad that in the springtime cometh in ; 

The suant swift, that is not set by ’east ; 

The bocher sweet, the pleasant flounder thin ; 

The peel, the tweat, the botling, and the rest, 

With many more, that in the deep doth He 
Of Avon, Usk, of Severn and of Wye. 

Alike they bite, alike they pull down low 
The sinking cork that strives to rise again ; 

And when they feel the sudden deadly blow, 

Alike they shun the danger and the pain ; 

And as an arrow from the Scythian bow. 

All flee alike into the stream amain ; 

Until the angler by his waiy skill, 

There tires them out, and brings them up at will. 
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Yet furthermore it doth behove to know 
That for the most part fish do seek their food 
Upon the ground, or deepest bottom low, 

Or at the top of water, stream or flood ; 

And so you must your hook and bait bestow, 

For in the midst you shall do little good : 

For heavy things down to the bottom fall, 

And light do swim, and seldom sink at all. 

All summer long aloft the fishes swim, 

Delighted with fair Phcebus* shining ray, 

And lie in wait within the waters dim 
For flies and gnats that on the top do play ; 

Then half a yard beneath the upper brim, 

It shall be best your baited hook to lay, 

With gnat or fly of any sort or kind, 

That every month on leaves or trees you find. 

But then your line must have no lead at all. 

And but a slender cork or little quill 
To stay the bait that down it does not fall. 

But hang a link within the water still ; 

Or else upon the top thereof you shall 
With quicker hand and with more ready skill 
Let fall your fly, and now and then remove, 
Which soon the fish will find and better love. 

And in the stream likewise they use to be 
At tails of floodgates, or at arches wide ; 

Or shallow flats where as the waters free 
With fresher springs and swifter course do slide : 
And then of wasp the brood that cannot fly. 

Upon a tile-stone first a little dried ; 

Or yellow ** bobs ** turned up before the plough 
Ate chicfest baits ; with coA: and lead enough. 
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But when the golden chariot of the sun. 

Departing from our northern countries far 
Beyond the Balance, now his course hath run 
And goes to warm the cold Antarctic star ; 

And summer's heat is almost spent and done : 

With new approach of winter's dreadful war ; 

Then do the fish withdraw into the deep, 

And low from sight and cold more close do keep. 


Then on your lines you may have store of lead 
And bigger corks of any size you will, 

And where the fish are usdd to be fed 
There shall you lay upon the bottom still : 

And whether that your bait be com or bread 
Or worms or paste, it doth not greatly skill ; 
For these alone are to be usdd then 
Until the spring or summer come again. 


Thus have I showed how fish of divers kind 
Best taken are, and how their baits to know ; 
But Phcebus now beyond the western Ind, 
Beginneth to descend and draweth low ; 

And well the weather serves, and gentle wind. 
Down with the tide and pleasant stream to row 
Unto some place where we may rest us in. 
Until we shall another time begin. 


The end of the Second Book. 
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Ow FALLS it out in order to declare 
What time is best to angle in aright ; 

And when the chief and fittest seasons are 
Wherein the fish are most disposed to bite ; 
What wind doth makc^ and which again 
doth mar 

The Angler's sport wherein he takes 
delight ; 

And how he may with pleasure best 
aspire 

Unto the wished end of his desire. 



For there are times in which they will not bite. 
But do forbear, and from their food refrain ; 

And days there are wherein they more delight 
To labour for the same and bite amain : 

So he that can those seasons find aright 
Shall not repent his travail spent in vain. 

To walk a mile or two amidst the fields 
Reaping the firuit this harmless pleasure yields. 
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And as a ship in safe and quiet road 
Under some hill or harbour doth abide, 

With all her freight, her tackling and her load, 
Attending still the wind and wishdd tide ; 

Which when it serves, no longer makes abode. 
But forth into the wat*ry deep doth slide, 

And through the waves divides her fairest way 
Unto the place where she intends to stay. 


So must the Angler be provided still 
Of divers tools and sundry baits in store, 
And all things else pertaining to his skill 
Which he shall get and lay up long before ; 
That when the weather frameth to his will 
He may be well appointed evermore 
To take fit time when it is offered ever : 
For time in one estate abideth never. 



The Qualities of an Angler. 

Ut ere 1 further go, it shall behove 
l‘o show what gifts and qualities of mind 
Belong to him that doth the pastime love ; 
And what the virtues are of every kind 
Without the which it were in vain to prove 
Or to expect the pleasure he should find : 

No more than he that having store of meat 
Hath lost all lust and appetite to eat. 


For what avails to brook or lake to go, 

With handsome rods and hooks of divers sort. 
Well-twisted lines, and many trinkets moe 
To find the fish within their wat’iy fort : 

If that the mind be not contented so 

But wants those gifts, that should the rest support. 

And make his pleasure to his thoughts agree. 

. With these therefore he must endudd te. 
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The first is Faith, not wavering and unstable ; 

But such as had that holy patriarch old, 

That to the Highest was so acceptable 
As his increase and offspring manifold. 

Exceeded far the stars innumerable : 

So must he still a firm persuasion hold, 

That where as waters, brooks and lakes are found. 
There store of fish without all doubt abound. 

For Nature, that hath made no empty thing. 

But all her works doth well and wisely frame ; 

Hath filled each brook, each river, lake and spring 
With creatures, apt to live amidst the same ; 

Even as the earth, the air and seas do bring 
Forth beasts and birds of sundiy sort and name. 

And given them shape, ability and sense 
To live and dwell therein without offence. 

The second gift and quality is Hope, 

The anchor hold of every hard desire ; 

That having of the day so large a scope 
He shall in time to wished hap aspire. 

And ere the sun hath left the heav'niy cope 
Obtain the sport and game he doth desire ; 

And that the fish, though sometimes slow to bite» 

Will recompense delay with more delight. 

The third is Love and liking to the game. 

And to his friend and neighbour dwelling by ; 

For greedy pleasure not to spoil the same. 

Nor of his fish some portion to deny 
To any that are sickly, weak or lame ; 

But rather with his line and angle try 
In pond or brook, to do what in him lies 
To take such store for them as may suffice. 
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Then followeth Patience, that the furious flame 
Of Choler cools, and Passion puts to flight ; 

As doth a skilful rider break and tame 
The courser wild, and teach him tread aright : 

So patience doth the mind dispose and frame 
To take mishaps in worth and count them light ; 

As loss of fish, line, hook or lead, or all, 

Or other chance that often may befall. 

The fifth good gift is low Humility ; 

As when a lion coucheth for his prey, 

So most he stoop or kneel upon his knee 
To save his line or put the weeds away ; 

Or lie along sometimes if need there be 
For any let or chance that happen may : 

And not to scorn to take a little pain 
To serve his turn, his pleasure to obtain. 

The sixth is painful Strength and Courage good, 

The greatest to encounter in the brook, 

If that he happen in his angry mood 
To snatch your bait and bear away your hook. 

With wary skill to rule him in the flood 
Until more quiet, tame and mild he look : 

And all adventures constantly to bear, 

That may betide, without mistrust or fear. 

Next unto this is Liberality, 

Feeding them oft with full and plenteous hand 
Of all the rest a needful quality 
To draw them near the place where you will stand 
Like to the ancient hospitality. 

That sometime dwelt in Albion's fertile land ; 

But now is sent away into exile 
Beyond the bounds of Isabella’s isle. 
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The eighth is Knowledge, how to find tiie way 
To make them bite when they are dull and slow ; 
And what doth let the same and breeds delay ; 
And eveiy like impediment to know. 

That keeps them from their food and wonted prey 
Within the stream or standing waters low ; 

And with Experience skilfully to prove, 

All other faults to mend or to remove. 


The ninth is Placability of mind, 

Contented with a reasonable dish ; 

Yea though sometimes no sport at all he find 
Or that the weather prove not to his wish. 

The tenth is Thanks to that GOD, of each kio(f. 
To net and bait, doth send both fowl and fish ; 

And still reserve enough in secret store 
To please the rich and to relieve the poor. 

Th'eleventh good gift and hardest to endure. 

Is Fasting long from all superfluous fare ; 

Unto the which he must himself inure 
By exercise and use of diet spare : 

And with the liquor of the waters pure 
Acquaint himself if he cannot forbear ; 

And never on his greedy belly think. 

Prom rising sun until alow he sink. 

The twelfth and last of all is Memory, 
Remembering well before he setteth out. 

Each needful thing that he must occupy; 

And not to stand of any want in doubt 
Or leave something behind forgetfully : 

When he hath walked the fields and brooks aboutt 
It were a grief back to return again, 

For things forgot that should his sp^ maintain* 
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Here then you see what kind of qualities 
An Angler should endued be withal ; 

Besides his Uill and other properties 
To serve his turn, as to his lot doth fall : 

But now what season for this exercise 

The fittest is, and which doth serve but small : 

My Muse ! vouchsafe some little aid to lend 
To bring this also to the wished end. 


m 


Season and Time not to Angle, 

Irst, if the weather be too dry and hot, 

And scalds with scorching heat the lowly plain ; 
As if that youthful Phaeton had got 
The guiding of his father’s car again ; 

Or that it seemed Apollo had forgot 
His light-foot steeds to rule with steadfast rain : 
It is not good with any line or hook, 

To angle then in river, pond or brook. 


Or when cold Boreas with his frosty beard. 

Looks out from underneath the ** lesser bear ; ** 
And makes the weary traveller afeard 
To see the valleys covered everywhere 
With ice and snow, that late so green appeared ; 
The waters stand as if of steel they were ; 

And hoary frosts do hang on every bough. 
Where freshest leaves of summer late did grow. 


So neither if Don ABolus lets go 
His blust’ring winds out of the hollow deep ; 
Where he their strife and struggling to and fro, 
With triple fork doth still in order keep : 

They rushing forth do rage with tempests so 
As if they would the world together sweep ; 

And ruffling so with sturdy blasts they blow. 
That tree and house sometimes they overthrow. 
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Besides^ when shepherds and the swains prepare, 

Unto the brooks withal, their (locks of sheep ; 

To> wash their fleeces, and to make them faif im - p - >96^1 
In every pool and running water deep : 

The savour of the wool doth so impair 

The pleasant streams, and plunging that they keep, 

As if that Lethe-flood ran everywhere 
Or bitter Doris intermingled were. 

Or when land floods through long and sudden rain. 
Descending from the hills and higher ground, 

The sand and mud the crystal streams do stain. 

And make them rise above their wonted bound. 

To overflow the fields and neighbour plain : 

The fruitful soil and meadows fair are drowned ; 

The husbandman doth leese his grass and hay ; 

The banks, their trees ; and bridges borne away. 

So when the leaves begin to fall apace 
And bough and branch are naked to be seen ; 

While Nature doth her former work deface. 

Unclothing bush and tree of summer's green ; 

Whose scattered spoils lie thick in every place 
As sands on shore or stars the poles between. 

And top and bottom of the rivers fill : 

To Angle then I also think it ill. 

All winds are hurtful, if too hard they blow : liSp. 191a 

The worst of all is that out of the East, 

Whose nature makes the fish to biting slow 
And lets the pastime most of all the rest ; 

The next that comes from countries clad with snow 
And Arctic pole, is not offensive least ; 

The Southern wind is counted best of all ; 

Then that which riseth where the sun doth ftdL 
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Best Times and Season ta Angle. 



I Ut IF the weather steadfast be and clear, [27. it 196.] 
Or overcast with clouds, so it be dry ; 

And that no sign nor token there appear 
Of threat'ning storm through all the empty sky ; 
But that the air is calm and void of fear 
Of ruffling winds or raging tempests high ; 

Or that with mild and gentle gale they blow ; 

Then it is good unto the brook to go. 


And when the floods are fall’n and past away, 

And carried have the dregs into the deep ; 

And that the waters wax more thin and grey 
And leave their banks above them high and steep ; 
The milder stream of colour like to whey 
Within his bounds his wontdd course doth keep ; 
And that the wind South or else by-West : 

To angle then is time and seasons best. 


When fair Aurora rising early shows [Ap. igA] 

Her blushing face among the Eastern hills, 

And dyes the heavenly vault with purple rows 
That far abroad the world with brightness fills; 

The meadows green are hoar with silver dews 
That on the earth the sable night distils, 

And chanting birds with merry notes bewray 
The near approaching of the cheerful day: 

Then let him go to river, brook or lake. 

That loves the sport, where store of fish abound ; 

And through the pleasant fields his journey make, 

Amidst sweet pastures, meadows fresh and sound ; 
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Where he may best his choice of pastime take, 

While swift Hypbrion runs his circle round : 

And as the place shall to his liking prove, 

There still remain or further else remove. 


To know ecLch FisKs Haunt 

Ow THAT the Angler may the better know 
Where he may find each fish he doth require ; 
Since some delight in waters still and slow, 
And some do love the mud and slimy mire ; 
others where the stream doth swifter flow ; 
stony ground, and gravel some desire : 

Here shall he learn how every sort do seek 
To haunt the lair that doth his nature like* 



Some 

Some 


Carp, eel and tench do love a muddy ground ; 

Eels under stones or hollow roots do lie, 

The tench among thick weeds is soonest found. 

The fearful carp into the deep doth fly : 

Bream, chub and pike, where clay and sand abound, 
Pike love great pools and places full of fry, 

The chub delight in stream or shady tree. 

And tender bream in broadest lake to be. 


The salmon swift the rivers sweet doth like. 

Where largest streams into the sea are led ; 

The spotted trout, the smaller brooks doth seek. 

And in the deepest hole there hides his head ; 

The prickled perch, in every hollow creek upa 

Hard by the bank and sandy shore is fed : 

Perch, trout and salmon love dear waters all, 
Green weedy rocks and stony gravel small. 
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So doth the bullhead, gudgeon and the loach, 

Who most in shallow brooks delight to be : 

The ruff, the dace, the barbel and the roach, 

Gravel and sand do love in less degree ; 

But to the deep and shade do more approach. 

And overhead some covert love to see, 

Of spreading poplar, oak or willow green. 

Where underneath they lurk for being seen. 

The mighty luce great waters haunts alway, (Se«p.t97.] 
And in the stillest place thereof doth lie, 

Save when he rangeth forth to seek his prey. 

And swift among the fearful fish doth fly. 

The dainty umber loves the marly clay 

And clearest streams of champaign country high ; 

And in the chiefest pools thereof doth rest, 

Where he is soonest found and taken best. 

The chavender amidst the waters fair, 

The swiftest streams doth most himself bestow : 

The shad and tweat do rather like the lair 
Of brackish waves, where it doth ebb and flow ; 

And thither also doth the flock repair, 

And flat upon the bottom lieth low, 

The peel, the mullet and the suant good 
Do like the same, and therein seek their food. 

But here experience doth my skill exceed. 

Since divers countries divers rivers have ; 

And divers rivers change of waters breed, 

And change of waters sundry fish doth crave, 

And sundry fish in divers places feed, 

As best doth like them in the liquid wave. 

So that by use and practice may be known 
More than by art or skill can well be shown. 
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The Third Book 




So then it shall be needless to declare 
What sundry kinds there lie in secret store ; 

And where they do resort and what they are, 

That may be still discovered more and more. 

Let him that list, no pain or travail spare 
To seek them out, as I have done before; 

And then it shall not discontent his mind, 

New choice of place, and change of game to find. 


The best Hours of the Day to Angle. 

Rom first appearing of the rising sun * 

Till nine of clock, low under water best. 

The fish will bite ; and then from nine to noon, 
From noon to four they do refrain and rest: 
Prom four again till Phobbus swift hath run 
His daily course, and setteth in the West. 

But at the fly aloft they use to bite. 

All summer long, from nine till it be night. 


m 


Now lest the Angler leave his tools behind, 

For lack of heed or haste of his desire ; 

And so enforced with unwilling mind 
Must leave his game and back again retire, 

Such things to fetch as there he cannot find, 

To serve his turn when need shall most requires 
Here shall he have to help his memoiy, 

A lesson short of eveiy want’s supply. 


Light rod to strike, long line to reach withal, 
Strong hook to hold the fish he haps to hit. 
Spare lines and hooks whatever chance do fall, 
Baits quick and dead to bring them f o the Ut, 
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Fine lead and quillsi with corks both great and small, 
Knife, file and thread, and little basket fit. 

Plummets to sound the depth of clay and sand. 
With pole and net to bring them safe to land. 


And now we are arrived at the last 
In wished harbour, where we mean to rest. 
And make an end of this our journey past : 
Here then in quiet road 1 think it best 
We strike our sails and steadfast anchor cast. 
For now the sun low setteth in the West. 
And ye boatswains ! a merry carol sing 
To Him that safely did us hither bring. 

fJNlS. 
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Wouldst ihou catch fish ? 
Then Kerens thy wish ; 
Take this receipt 
To anoint thy bait. 



Hou THAT desir’st to fish with line and hook, 

Be it in pool, in river, or in brook, ^ 

To bless thy bait and make the fish to bite, 

Lo, here's a means ! if thou canst hit it right : 
Take gum of life, fine beat, and laid in soakij^ p. 197.1 
In oil well drawn from that which kills the oak. 
Fish where thou wilt, thou shall have sport thy fill ; 
When twenty fail, thou shall be sure to kill. (ji.p. 1914 

Pfobatum. 


Ifs perfect and good. 
If well understood ; 
Else not to be told 
For silver or gold, 

FINIS. 


B. R. 
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William L a uson. 
Comments on The Secrets of Angling. 


rSccood Edition, Augnunitd wik manjs a/praved expertmunU ] 



To the Reader. 

T may seem in me presumption to add this little 
Comment to the work of so worthy an Author. 

But Master Harrison the Stationer’s request 
and desire to give his country satisfaction ; must 
be satisfied, and in it I myself rest excused. 

What mine observations are, I refer to censure. Assuredly, 
the truth stands on so well-grounded experience ; that but my 
haste, nothing can do them injury. What to me is doubtful ; 
I have, as I can, explained. What wants, in my judgment, 
1 have supplied as the time would suffer ; what I pass by, I 
approve. 

The Author by verse hath expressed much Learning, and 
bis Answer to the Objection shows himself to have been 
virtuous. The subject itself is honest and pleasant ; and 
sometimes profitable. 

U^e it I and give OOD all glory. Amen. 



W. Lauson. 
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X 149]. Beath \haihe\ them a little, except the top, all 
in a lumace : they will be lighter and not top heavy ; which 
is a mat fault in a rod. 

a ]p. 149]. Tie them together at every bout, and they 
will keep one another straight. 

3 [p. 149]. White or gray are likest the sky, and therefore 
of all colours offend the least. 

4 [p. 149]. Besides the fish discerns it, and is put away 
with the stiffness of the rod : whereas on the contrary the 
weak rod yields liberty to the fish without suspicion, to run 
away vnth the bait at his pleasure. 

5 [p* 150]. Knit the hair you mean to put in one link at 
the rod's end, and divide them as equally as you can : put 
your three lowest fingers betwixt, and twine the knot ; and 
your link shall be equally twist. If you wet yomr hair, it 
will twine better. A nimble hand, a weak and light rod that 
may be easily guided with one hand, needs but four or five 
hairs at the most for the greatest river fish, though a salmon 
or a luce, so you have length enough : and except the luce 
and salmon, three will suffice. 

6 [p. 150]. Intermixing with silver or gold is not good : 
because: First, the thread and hair are not of equal reach. 
Secondly, the colours differing from the hairs orfly, affright the 
fish. Thirdly, they will not be[n]d and twist with the hairs. 

7 [p* 150]. An upper end also, to put it to and fro the 
rod. 

8 [p. 150]. The same colour, to wit, grey like the sky ; the 
like bigness and strenp;th : is good for all the line, and every 
link thereof. Weight is hurtfiu; so unequal stren^h causeth 
the weakest to break. 

9 [p. 151]. I utterly dislike your Southern corks. First, 
for they affright the fish in the bite and sight ; and because 
they follow not so kindly the nimble rod and hand. Secondly* 
they breed weight to the line; which puts it in danger, 
hinders the nimble jerk of the rod, and loads the arm. A 
good cyt and hand may easily discern the bite. 

10 |p. 151]. I use \am accustomed] to make mine own 
hooks ; so that I shall have them of the best Spanish and 
Milan needles of what sixe, bent or sharpness as 1 like and 
need. Soften your needles in an hot fire, in a chafer. 
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* Xht Instruments. 

First. An holdfast. 

Secondly. A hammer to flatten the place or the 
l^ard. 

Thirdly. A file to make the beard, and sharpen the 
point. 

Fourth W. A bender, vis. a pin bended, and put in the 
end of a stick, an handful long, thus, r"" 

When they are made, lap them in the end of a wire; beat 
them again, and temper them in oil or butter. 

11 [p. 152]. The best form^ for ready striking and sure 

holding and strength, is a stmight and somewhat long shank 
and straight nibbed ; with a little compass : not round in any 
wise, for it neither strikes surely nor readily ; but is 

weak, as having to o grea t a compass. Some use to batter 
the upper end thus ^ to hold the faster: but good thread 
or silk, good baud [? hand\ may make it fast enough. It is 
butcherly, hinders the biting, and sometimes cuts the linei 

12 [p. 152]. He means the hook may be too weak at the 
point. It cannot be too sharp, if the metal be good steel. 

13 [p. 153]. Or wind them on two or three of your fingers,, 
like an Orph-Arion’s string. 

14 Fp. 153]. Worm poke of cloth, or boxes. 

*5 IP* I 53 J* A plummet you need not ; for your line being 
well leaded and without a float, will try your depths. When 
the lead above your hook comes to the earth, the line will 
leave sinking. 

16 [p. X54]. That is good : but a forked rod about two yards 
long is better. When your hook is fastened in the water» 
take a rod thus fashioned 


and put the line in the fork, and so follow down to your hook. 
So letting your line be somewhat slack, move your fork to and 
fro, especially downwards ; and so shall your hook be loosed. 

17 |p. Z54> White and grey are good, answering to the 
colours of the sky. 

x8 [p. 167]. The Gudgeon hath his teeth in his throat (as 
#jr0. Cam. e. I3 
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also the Chub) and lives by much sucking. He is a dainty 
hsh, like or nearly as good as the Sparling. 

19 [p. 168J. The Roach is one of the meanest. 

20 [p. 1701 . Diversely. For the Trout is a ravening fish, and 
at that time of the day comes from his hole, if he come at all. 

21 ^p. 17 1 . The Trout makes the Angler the most 
gentlemanly and readiest sport of all other fishes : if you 
angle with a made fiy, and a line twice your rod's length or 
more, of three hairs, in a plain water without wood, in a dark 
windy day from mid-afternoon, and have learned the cast of 
the fly. 

Your fly must counterfeit the May Fly, which is bred of 
the cad bait ; and is called the Water Fly. You must change 
his colour every month ; beginning with a dark white and so 
grow to a yellow. The form cannot so well be put on a 
paper, as it may be taught by slight t? stgfifj : yet it ^‘11 be like 
this form. 

'■ ' 

The head is of black silk or hair ; the wings of a feather 
of a mallard, teal, or pickled hen’s wing; theb^y of crewel, 
according to the month for colour, and run about with a black 
hair : all fastened at the tail with the thread that fastened 
the hook. Yon must fish in or by the stream, and have a 
quick hand, a ready eye and a nimble rod. Strike with him I 
or you lose him. 

If the wind be rough, and trouble the crust of the water : 
be will take it in the plain deeps; and then and there 
commonly the greatest will rise. When you have hooked 
him, give him leave ! keeping your line straight. Hold him 
from the roots, and he will tire himself. This is the chief 
pleasure of Angling. 

This fly, and two links, among wood or close by a bush, 
moved in the crust of the water ; is deadly in an evening, if 
you come close [hidden]. This is called ** Busking for 
Trout.*' 

Cad bait is a worm bred under stones in a shallow river : 
or in some out-runner of the river, where the streams run 
not strongly, in a black shale. Th^ stick by heaps on tlni 
low side m a great stone, it being hollow. Th^ be ripe is 
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the* beginning of Ma3r : they are past with July. Th^ be 
yellow when they be ripe, and have a black headL This is a 
deadly bait for a Trout, either aloft (on the surface] or at the 
ground ; if your tools be fine and you come close : for the 
Trout of all other fish, is most affirighted with sight. And 
indeed it should be considered that fish are afraid of any 
extraordinaiy motion or sight of whatsoever colour : except 
the Pike ; which will be open to your sight on a sunshiny 
day, till you halter him. 

The Trout will take also the worm, menise or any bait : so 
will the Pike, save that he will not take the fiy. 

22 [p. lyij. There be divers ways to catch the wrinkling 
Eel. Your line must be stronger — six or seven hairs — and 
your hook accordingly: for she must upon the hooking 
presently [immediately] be drawn forth with force : otherwise 
she fastens herself with her tail about a root or stone or such 
like ; and so you lose your labour, your hook, and the fish. 
The worm or menise are her common bait. 

There is a way to catch Eels by “ Braggling : “ thus. Take 
a rod, small and tough, of sallow, haxel or such like, a yard 
long, as big as a beanstalk. In the small end thereof, make 
a nick or cleft with a knife ; in which nick put your strong 
but little hook baited with a red worm ; and made sure to 
a line of ten or twelve good hairs, but easily that the Eels 
may pull it out. 

Go into some shallow place of the river among the great 
stones, and braggle up and down till you find holes under the 
stones. There put in your hook so baited at your rod's end, 
and the Eel under the stone will not fail to take it. Give her 
time to put it over; and then, if your strength will serve, she 
is TOur own. 

There is a third usual way to catch Eels, called ** Bobbing." 
Upon a long and double strong thread, two yards long or 
thereabouts, spit some many great red worms — gotten in a 
summer's evening with a candle — as the thread will hold 
lengthways through the midst, and link them about your 
hand like a rope, thus 



13 ♦ 
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And fasten these to a long goad’s end' with a cord as long as 
your rod ; and a great plummet of lead, a handful above the 
« Bob.” 

In a troubled or flooded river, in a deep tun, or by a stream 
side ; let it fall within a handbreadth of the ground : and 
then shall you sensibly feel a multitude of Eels, all in that 
pit, like so many dogs at a carrion ; tug and pull. Now at 
your good time, when you think that eveiy Eel hath a 
link and swallowed it up — like so many ducks the entrails of 
a pullet — draw up very easily, and they will follow working 
and pulling ; till you have them near the crust : and then 
amain hoist them to land. This is the readiest way where 
Eels are plentiful, to catch many. 

For the Trout, you shall find in the root of a great dock ; 
a white worm with a red head. With this, fish for a Trout 
at the ground. « 

23 [p. 172]. A young whelp, kitling, or such like; is good 
bait for a Luce. 

24 [p. 183]. The stronger the wind blows, so you may abide 
it and guide your tools; and the colder the summer days are: 
the better will th^r bite, and the closer [nearer] shul you 
come to them. 

25 [p. 184]. I rather think the kades and other filth that 
fall from sheep do so glut the fish ; that they will not take 
any artificial bait. The same is the reason of the flood; 
washing down worms, flies, frog-clocks, &c. 

26 [p. 184]. I find no difference of winds ; except too cold 
or too^ot : which is not the wind, but the season. 

27 [p. 185]. Clearcannot be go^, by reason of the offensive 
sight. 

28 [p. 185]. The morning can no way be good because the 
fish have been at relief all the night, as all other wild 
creatures : and in the day th^ rest or sport. In the evening 
Is the fittest. Then hunger begins to bite. 

29 [p. z86]. The Trout lies in the deep ; but feeds in the 
stream, under a bush, bray, foam, &c. 

30 1^. Z(K>]* I iiAve hem much of an ointment that will 
presently Umm eH at e fy] cause any fish to bite; but I amid 
never attam the knowledge thereof. The nearest in mine 
opinioii~ except tiris ProMfee-*-*is the oil of an Owmm 
which is called AqmUe Ma/rima, the Sea Eagle. She is of 
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body near the bigness of a goose ; one of her feet is webbed 
to swim withal, the other hath talons to catch fish. It seems 
the fish come up to her : for she cannot dive. 

Some likelihood there is also in a paste made of CoccuUm 
Induct Assafcttidaf Honey, and Wheat-fiour. 

But I never tried them. Therefore I cannot prescribe. 

31 [p. igo]. That which kills the oak, 1 conjecture to be 
Ivy : till I change my mind. 

This excellent receipt, divers anglers can tell you where 
you may buy it. 

[Surely this must have been a standiz^ joke among the pcactitionen of the 
Art.~E. A.] 

Certain Observations Forgotten^ 


Chevan and chub are one. 


Shotrell, 
rp. Pickerel, 
' Pike. 


1 year 

2 year 

3 year 


are one. 


iLuce, 4 year; 

The Summer — May, June and July— are fittest for Angling. 
Fish are the fattest in July. 

Fish commonly spawn at Michael’s tide [29th September]. 
After spawning ; they be kipper, and out of season. 

They thrust up little brooks to spawn. The Trout and 
Salmon will have Ijring on their backs. 

All the summer time, great fish go downwards to deeps. 
Bar netting and night hooking ; where you love Anglmg. 
When you are angling at the ground : your line must be 
no longer than your rod. 

He Slat is more greedy of fish than sport : let him have 
three or four angles fitted and baited : and laid in several 


pools. You shall sometimes have them all sped at once. 

If you go forth in or immediately after a shower, and take 
the water in the first rising ; and fish in the stream at the 
ground with a red worm : you may load yourself, if there be 
store. Thus may any botcher kill fish. 

For want of a pannier : spit your fish by the gills on a 
small wicker or such like. 


I use a ^uch of parchment, with many several places to 
put my books and lines in. 
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1 use a rod of two parts, to join in the midst when I come 
to the river: with two pins and a little hemp waxed. Thus 
the pins join it, and the hemp fastens it firmly. 

A whale bone made round, no bigger than a wheat straw 
at the top ; yields well, and strikes well. 

Let your rod be without knots. They are dangerous for 
breaking, and bouts are troublesome. 

Keep your rod neither too dry nor too moist ; lest they 
grow brittle or rotten. 

When you angle in [a time of] drought, wet your rod. It 
will not break so soon. 

You shall hardly get a rod of one piece, but eithejt crooked 
or top heavy or unequally grown. 

Enterprise no man's ground without leave. Break no 
man's hedge to his loss. 

Pray to GOD with your heart to bless your lawful 
exercise. 


FINIS 


1 ^ 


Sir Walter Raleigh. 

The last refuges of the Devil to 
mamtain hts kingdom. 


\Hutory ^ tk* WorU ] 

Ow THE Devil because he cannot play upon the 
open stage of this world» as in those days ; and 
being still as industrious as ever, finds it more 
for his advantage to creep into the minds of men ; 
and inhabiting the temples of their hearts, works 
them to a more effectual adoration of himself than ever. 

For whereas he first taught them to sacrifice to monsters; 
to dead stones cut into faces of beasts, birds, and other 
mixed natures : he now sets before them the high and shining 
idol of Glory, the all-commanding image of bright Gold. 

He tells them that Truth is the goddess of dangers and 
oppressions: that Chastity is the enemy of Nature : and lastly, 
that as all Virtue, in general, is without taste ; so Pleasure 
satisfieth and delighteth every sense. For true wisdom 
(saith he) is exercised in nothing else than in the obtaining 
of power, to oppress ; and of riches, to maintain plentifully 
our worldly delights. 

And if this arch-politician finds in his pupils any remorse, 
any feeling or fear of GOD *8 future judgments; he persuades 
them that GOD hath so great need of men's souls, that He 
will accept them at any time, and upon any condition : 
interrupting by his vigilant endeavours, all offer of timeful 
return toimuds GOD ; by layii^ those great blocks of 
Rugged Poverty and Despised Contempt in the narrow 
passage leading to His divine presence. 

But as the mind of man hath two ports [gafds] — the one 
always £ref|uented by the entrance of manifold vanities; 
the other desolate and overgrown with grass, by which enter 
our charitable thoughts and divine contemplations : so hath 
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that of Death a double and twofold opening ; worldly misery 
passing by the one, worldly prosperity by the other. 

At the entrance of the one, we find our sufferings and patience 
to attend us ; all which have gone before us, to prepare our 
joys : at the other, our cruelties, covetousness, licentiousness, 
injustice and oppressions— the harbingers of most fearful 
and terrible sorrow ; staying for us. 

And as the Devil, our most industrious enemy, was ever 
most diligent; so is he now more laborious than ever: the 
long Day of mankind drawing fast to an evening ; and the 
World's Tragedy and Time near at an end. 
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A[nthony] M[unday]. 

Captivity of foNN Fox of W lodbridgCy 
Gunner of the Three Half Moons, 
by the Turks ; and of his 
wonderful escape from 
Alexandria. 


IHakluyt, Veye^, 1589.I 

The worthy enterprise of John Fox an Englishman, in 
delivering 266 Christians out of the captivity of the 
Turks at Alexandna, the 3rd of January, 1577. 

Mono our merchants here in England, it ts a 
common voyage to traffic into Spain. Whereunto 
a ship, being called the Thru Half Moons, manned 
with eight and thirty men, and well fenced with 
munitions the better to encounter their enemies 
withal ; having wind and tide, set forth from Portsmouth in 
the year 1563, and bent her journey towards Seville, a city 
in Spain : intending there to traffic with them. 

And failing near the Straits of Gibraltar; they perceived 
themselves to be beset round about with eight galleys of 
the Turks, in such wise that there was no way for them 
to fly or escape away: but that either they must yield 
or else be sunk. Which the Owner perceiving, manfully 
encouraged his company; exhorting them **vsJiantly to 
show their manhood, showing them that GOD was their 
GOD and not their enemy's, req^uesting them also not to 
faint in seeii^ such a heap of their enemies ready to devour 
them:*’ putting them in mind also *^that if it were GOD’s 
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pleasure to give them into their enemies’ hsmds; it was not 
they that ought to show one displeasant look or countenance 
there against : but to take it patiently and not to prescribe 
a day and time for their deliverance as the citizens of 
Bethuliah did [Judith^ v. 24] ; but to put themselves 
under His mercy.'* And again* if it were His mind and 
good^vi]l to show His mighty power by them; if their enemies 
were ten times so many* they were not able to stand in their 
hands." Putting them likewise in mind of "the old and 
ancient worthiness of their countrymen : who in the hardest 
extremities have always most prevailed; and gone away 
conquerors* yea* and where it hath been almost impossible." 
" Such,” quoth he, " hath been the valiantness of our 
countiymen ; and such hath been the mighty power of our 
GOD." 

With such other like encouragements, exhorting* them to 
behave themselves manfully; they fell all on their knees 
making their prayers briefly unto GOD : who being all risen 
up again, perceived their enemies by their signs and deflances 
bent to the spoil, whose mercy was nothing else but cruelty. 
Whereupon every man took him to his weapon. 

Then stood up one Grove the Master, being a comely 
man, with his sword and target ; holding them up in defiance 

S ;ainst his enemies. So likewise stood up the Owner, the 
aster’s Mate, Boatswain, Purser, and every man well 
appointed. Now likewise sounded up the drums, trumpets^ 
and flutes, which would have encouraged any man ; had he 
never so little heart or courage in him. 

Then taketh him to his charge, John Fox the Gunner, in 
the disposing of his pieces in order to the best effect : and 
sendin|; his bullets towards the Turks ; who likewise bestowed 
their pieces thrice as fast towards the Christians. But shortly 
th^ drew near, so that the bowmen fell to their charge in 
sending forth their arrows so thick amongst the galleys ; and 
also in doubling their shot so sore upon the gall^, that 
there were twice so many of the Turks slain as the number 
of the Christians were in all. But the Turks discharged 
twice as fast against the Christians, and so long ; that the 
^ip was very sore stricken and bruised undm water# 
Which the Turn perceiving, made the more haste to caaae 
aboard the ship; which ere they could do, many a Twpk 
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bought if dearly with the loss of his life. Yet was all in vain, 
and boarded they were : where they found so hot a skirmish, 
that it had been better they had not meddled with the feast. 
For tile Englishmen showed themselves men indeed, in 
working manfully with their brown bills and halberds ; where 
the Owner, Master, Boatswain, and their company stood to 
it so lustily, that the Turks were half dismayed. But chiefly 
the Boatswain showed himself valiant above the rest, for he 
fared [went] among the Turks like a wood [enraged] lion ; for 
there were none of them that either could or durst stand in 
his face : till at the last there came a shot from the Turks, 
which brake his whistle asunder and smote him on the breast, 
so that he fell down ; bidding them farewell and to be of good 
comfort, encouraging them likewise to win praise by death 
rather than to live captives in miseiy and shame. Which 
they hearing, indeed intended to have done, as it appeared by 
their skirmish; but the press and store [number] of the Turks 
was so great, that they were not long able to endure it : but 
were so overpressed, that they could not wield their weapons. 
By reason whereof, they must needs be taken ; which none of 
them intended to have been, but rather to have died : except 
only the Master’s Mate, who shrank from the skirmish like a 
notable coward ; esteeming neither the valour of his name, 
nor accounting the present example of his fellows, nor having 
respect to the miseries >^hereunto he should be put. But in 
fine, so it was ; that the Turks were victors : whereof they 
had no great cause to rejoice or triumph. 

Then would it have grieved any hard heart to see these 
infidels so violently intreating the Christians, not having any 
respect unto their manhood which they had tasted of ; nor yet 
respecting their own state, how they might have met with such 
a booty as might have given them the overthrow : but 
no remorse hereof, or any thing else doth bridle their fierce 
and tyrannous dealing, but that the Christians must needs 
go to the galleys to serve in new offices. And they were no 
sooner in them, but their garments were pulled over their ears 
and tom from their backs : and they set to the oars. 

I will make no mention of their miseries, being now under 
their enemies' raging stripes. I think there is no man will 
judge their fare good, or that bodies unladen with stripes, 
and not pestered with too much heat and also with too much 
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cold : but I will go to my purpose, which is to show the end of 
those who, being in mere [utter] misery, continually do call 
on GOD with a steadfast hope that He will deliver them; and 
with a sure faith that He can do it. 

Nigh to the city of Alexandria, being a haven town, and 
under the dominion of the Turks ; there is a road, being made 
very fencible with strong walls: whereinto the Turks do 
customably bring their galleys on shore every year in the 
winter season, and there do trim them and lay them up 
against the spring time. In which road, there is a prison 
wherein the captives, and such prisoners as serve m the 
galleys are put for all that time, until the seas be calm and 
passable for the galleys : every prisoner being most 
grievously ladened with irons on their legs to their great 
pain, and sore disabling of them to taking any labour^ Into 
which prison were these Christians put ; and fast warded all 
the winter season. But ere it was long, the Master and the 
Owner, by means of friends, were redeemed. The rest 
abiding still by the miseiy ; while that they were all, through 
reason of their ill-usage and worse fare, miserably starved : 
saving one John Fox, who — as some men can abide harder 
and more misery than some others can ; so can some likewise 
make more shift and work more devices to help their state 
and living than some others can do — being somewhat skilful 
in the cr^ of a barber, by reason thereof made great shift in 
helping his fare now and then with a good meal. Insomuch, 
till at the last, GOD sent him favour in the sight of the 
Keeper of the prison ; so that he had leave to go in and out 
to the road at his pleasure, paying a certain stipend unto the 
Keeper, and wearing a lock about his leg. Which liberty like- 
wise six more had upon like sufferance ; who — by reason of 
their long imprisonment, not being feared or suspected to 
start aside, or that they would work the Turks any mischief- 
had liberty to to in and out of the said road in such manner 
as this John Pox did ; with irons on their legs, and to 
return again at night. 

In the year of our Lord X5;j^7, in the winter Beason» tho 
galleys happily coming to their accustomed harbour, and 
being discharge of their masts, sailsit and other such fumitnra 
as unto galleys do appertain; and all the masters andmarineff 
of them being thro nested in their 6wn homes: theft 
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fetnained in the prison of the said road two hundred three- 
score and eight Christian prisoners, who had been taken by 
the Turks’ force ; and were of sixteen sundfy nations. Among 
which, there were three Englishmen, whereof one was named 
John Fox of Woodbridge in Suffolk ; the other William 
W iCKNBY of Portsmouth in the county of Southampton, and 
the third Robert Moore of Harwich in the county of Essex. 
Which John Fox having been thirteen or fourteen years under 
their gentle entreatance, and being too too weary thereof, 
minding his escape ; weighed with himself by what means it 
might be brought to pass ; and continually pondering with 
himself ; thereof took a great heart unto him, in hope that 
GOD would not be always scourging His children, and never 
ceasing to pray Him to further his pretended [intended] 
enterprise, if that it should redound to His glory. 

Not far from the road, and somewhat from thence at one 
side of the city, there was a certain victualling house ; which 
one Peter Unticaro had hired, paying also a certain fee 
unto the Keeper of the road. This Peter Unticaro wad a 
Spaniard bom, and a Christian, and had been prisoner above 
thirty years ; and never practised any means to escape, but 
kept himself quiet without touch or suspect of any conspiracy; 
until that now this John Fox using much thither; they 
brake one to another their minds, concerning the restraint 
of their liberty and imprisonment. So that this John Fox 
at length opening unto this Unticaro the device which he 
would fain put in practice, made privy one more to this their 
intent. Which three debated of this matter at such times 
as they could compass to meet together ; insomuch, that at 
seven weeks’ end they had sufficiently concluded how the 
matter should be, if it pleased GOD to further them thereto. 
Who making five more privy to this their device, whom 
they might safely trust ; determined in three nights after to 
accomplish their deliberate purpose. 

Whereupon the said John Fox and Peter Unticaro and 
the other six appointed to meet all together in the prison the 
next day, being the last day of December [1576 a.d*] ; where 
John Fox certified the rest of the prisoners what their 
intent and device was, and how and when they minded to 
bring their purpose to pass : who thereunto persuaded them 
trithout much ado to further their device. Which the same 
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J OHN Fox seeing, delivered unto them a sort [nuntber] of 
les, which he had gathered together for this purpose, by 
the means of Peter Unticaro: charging them that eveiy 
man should be ready discharged of his irons by eight o'clock 
on the next day at night. 

On the next day at night, this said John Fox and his six 
other companions, being ail come to the house of Peter 
Unticaro ; passed the time away in mirth for fear of suspect 
till the night came on, so that it was time for them to put in 
practice their device: sent Peter Unticaro to the Master 
of the Road, in the name of one of the Masters of the city 
with whom this Keeper was acquainted and at whose request 
he also would come at the first ; who desired him to take the 
pains to meet him there, promising him that he would bring 
him back again. The Keeper agreed to go with him, willing 
the warders not to bar the gate ; saying, “ that he woqjd not 
stay long, but would come again with all speed." 

In the mean season, the other seven had provided them of 
such weapons as they could get in that house : and John 
Pox took him to an old rusty sword blade, without either 
hilt or pommel ; which he made to serve his turn, in bending 
the hand end of the sword, instead of a pommel : and the 
others had got such spits and glaives as they found in the 
house. 

The Keeper now being come into the house, and perceiving 
no light, nor hearing any noise ; straightway suspected the 
matter: and returning backward, John Fox, standing behind 
the comer of the house, stepj^d forth unto him ; who 
perceiving it to be John Fox said, '*0 Fox! what have 1 
deserved of thee, that thou shouldest seek my death ? " 
“ Thou villain," quoth Fox, “ hast been a bloodsucker of many 
a Christian's blood ; and now thou shalt know what thou 
hast deserved at my hands." Wherewith he lifted up his 
bright shining sword of ten years’ rust, and stroke him so 
mam a blow, as therewithal his head clave asunder; so 
that he fell stark dead to the ground. Whereupon Pbtbr 
Unticaro went in and certified the rest how the case stood 
with the Keeper; who came presently forth and some with 
their spits ran him throagh, and the other with their f^laives 
hewed him asunder, cut off his head, and mangled mm so, 
that no man should discern what he was. 
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Then ' marched they toward the road, whereinto they 
entered softly ; where were six warders : one of whom asked, 
sa3dng Who was there ? ** Quoth Fox and his company 
“All friends.** Which when they were all within proved 
contrary ; for, quoth Fox, “My masters, here is not to every 
man, a man ; wherefore look you play your parts.** Who 
so l^haved themselves indeed, that they had despatched 
these six quickly. Then John Fox, intending not to be 
barred of his enterprise, and minding to work surely in that 
which he went about ; barred the gate surely, and planted a 
cannon against it. 

Then entered they into the Gaoler’s lodge, where they 
found the keys of the fortress and prison by his bedside ; and 
there had they all better weapons. In this chamber was a 
chest, wherein was a rich treasure, and all in ducats ; which 
this Peter Unticaro and two more, opening, stuffed them- 
selves so full as they could between their shirts and their 
skin : which John Pox would not once touch, and said, “ that 
it was his and their liberty whether he sought for, to the 
honour of his GOD ; and not to make a mart of the wicked 
treasure of the infidels.** Yet did these words sink nothing 
into their stomachs, “ they did it for a good intent ; ** so did 
Saul save the fattest oxen to offer unto the LORD, and they 
to serve their own turn. But neither did Saul escape the 
wrath of GOD therefore ; neither had these that thing which 
they desired so, and did thirst after. Such is GOD*s justice. 
He that they put their trust in tp deliver them from the 
tyrannous hands of their enemies ; He, I say, could supply 
their want of necessaries. 

Now these eight being armed with such weapons as they 
thought well of; thinking themselves sufficient champions 
to encounter a stronger enemy, and coming unto the prison, 
Fox opened the gates and doors thereof, and called forth all 
the pnsoners : whom he set, some to ramming up the gate, 
some to the dressing up of a certain galley, which was the 
best in all the road, and was called the Captain of Alexandria i 
whereinto some carried masts, sails, oars, and other such 
furniture as doth belong to a galley. 

At the prison, were certain warders ; ^om John Fox and 
his company slew. In the killing of whom, there were eight 
more of theTurkswhich perceived them, and got themselves to 
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the top of the prison; unto whom John Fox and his company 
were fain to come bv ladders, where th^ found a hot 
skirmish. For some ot them were slain, some wounded, and 
some but scared and not hurt. As John Fox was thrice 
shot through his apparel and not hurt; Pbtbr Unticaro 
and the other two that had armed themselves with ducats 
were slain, as not able to wield themselves, being so pestered 
with the weight and uneasy carrying of the wicked and 
profane treasure ; and also divers Christians were as well 
hurt about that skirmish as Turks slain. 

Amongst the Turks, was one thrust through, who (let us 
not say it was ill fortune) fell off from the top of the prison 
wall, and made such a lowing ; that the inhabitants there- 
about, as here and there scattering stood a house or two, 
came and dawed [aroused] him : so that they understood the 
case, how that the prisoners were paying their ^Aiisoms: 
wherewith they raised both Alexandria, which lay on 
the west side of the road, and a castle at the city's end 
next to the road, and also another fortress which lay 
on the north side of the road : so that now they had no 
way to escape but one, which by man's reason (the two 
holds lying so upon the mouth of the road) might seem 
impossible to be a way for them. So was the Red Sea 
impossible for the Israelites to pass through, the hills and 
rocks lay so on the one side, and their enemies compassed 
them on the other. So was it impossible that the walls 
of Jericho should fall down ; being neither undermined nor 
yet rammed at with engines, nor yet any man's wisdom, 
policy, or help set or put thereunto. Such impossibilities can 
our GOD make possible. He that held the lions' jaws from 
rending Daniel asunder, yea, or vet from once touching him 
to his hurt : cannot He hold the roaring cannons of this 
hellish force? He that kept the fierce r^e in the hot 
burning oven from the three children that praised His name : 
cannot H e keep the fierce flaming blasts from among his elect ? 

Now is the road fraught [filled] with lusty soldiers, 
labourers, and mariners, who are fain to stand to their 
tackling ; in setting to every man his hand : some to the 
carrying in of victuals, some of munition, some of oars, and 
some one thing and some another: but most are keefrfng 
their enemy from the wall of the road. But to be ehoxlt 
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there Was no time misspent, no man idle, nor any man’s 
labour ill-bestowed or in vain. So that in short time this 
galley was ready trimmed up. Whereinto every man leaped 
with haste, hoisting up the sails lustily : yielding themselves 
to His mercy in whose hands are both wind and weather. 

Now is this galley afloat, and out of the safety of the road. 
Now have the two castles full power upon the galley. Now 
is there no remedy but sink. How can it be avoided ? The 
cannons let fly from both sides ; and the galley is even in the 
midst, and between them both. What man can devise to 
save it ? There is no man, but would think it must needs 
be sunk. 

There was not one of them that feared the shots ; which 
went thundering round about their ears : nor yet were once 
scarred or touched with five and forty shots which came from 
the castles. Here did GOD hold forth His buckler! He 
shieldeth now this galley, and hath tried their faith to the 
uttermost. Now cometh His special help, yea, even when 
man thinks them past all help, then cometh He himself down 
from heaven with His mighty power; then is His present 
remedy, most ready pressed. For they sail away, being not 
once touched with the glance of a shot, and are quickly out 
of the Turkish cannons’ reach. 

Then might they see them coming down by heaps to the 
waterside, in companies like unto swarms of bees, making 
show to come after them with galleys : in bustling themselves, 
to dress up the galleys ; which would be a swift piece of work 
for them to do, for that they had neither oars, masts, sails, 
cables, nor anything else ready in any galley. But yet they 
ve carrying them into them, some into one galley and some 
into another; so that, being such a confusion amongst them, 
without any certain guide, it were a thing impossible to 
overtake them. Besides that, there was no man that would 
take chaige of a galley ; the weather was so rough, and 
there was such an amazedness amongst them. And verily 1 
think their god was amazed thereat, it could not be but he 
must blush for shame ; he can speak never a word for dulness, 
much less cim he help them in such an extremity. Well, 
howsoever it is, he is veiy much to blame to suffer them to 
receive such a gibe. But howsoever their god behaved 
himself, our GOD showed Himself a GOD indeed, and that 
Mpfe. gjm. 1. 14 



Starving* THEY REACH Candia. 

He was the only living GOD ; for the seas were swift under 
His faithful ones, which made the enemies aghast to behold 
them ; a skilful pilot leads them, and their mariners bestir 
them lustily : but the Turks had neither mariners, pilots, nor 
any skilful Master that was in readiness at this pinch. 

When the Christians were safe out of the enemy’s coast* 
John Fox called to them all, willing them to be thankful 
unto Almighty GOD for their delivery ; and most humbly 
to fall down upon their knees* beseeching Him to aid them 
unto their friends' land and not to bring them into another 
danger ; since He had most mightily delivered them from so 
great a thraldom and bondage. 

Then when every man had made his petition, they fell 
straightway to their labour with the oars, in helping one 
another when they were wearied; and with great labour 
striving to come to some Christian land* as near^as they 
could guess by the stars. But the winds were so diverse* 
one while driving them this way, another while that way ; 
that they were now in a new maze* thinking that GOD 
had forsaken them, and left them to a greater danger. And 
forasmuch as there were no victuals now left in the galley. 
It might have been cause to them (if they had been the 
Israelites) to have murmured against their GOD ; but they 
knew how that their GOD who had delivered them out of 
Egypt, was such a loving and merciful GOD* as that He 
would not suffer them to be confounded, in whom He had 
wrought so great a wonder. But what calamity soever they 
sustained* they knew that it was but for their further trial ; 
and also (in putting them in mind of their farther misery) 
to cause them not to triumph and glory in themselves 
theiefore. Having, I say, no victuals in the galley ; it might 
seem one misery continually to fall upon another’s neck. 
But to be brief, the famine grew to ^ so great, that in 
twenty-eight days wherein they were on the sea, there died 
eight persons ; to the astonishment of all the rest. 

So It fell out* that upon the twenty-ninth day after they had 
set out from Alexandria, they fell on the island of Candia, add 
landed at Gallipoli : where they were much made of Iw the 
Abbot and monks there ; who caused them to stay tbei% 
while they were well relished and eased. They Ic^ thest 
the sword wherewith John Fox had killed the Keeper; 
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esteeming it as a most precious jewel, and banged it up for 
a monument. 

When they thought good, having leave to depart from 
thence; they sailed along the coast, till they arrived at 
Tarento : where they sold their galley ; and divided it, every 
man having a part thereof. 

The Turks receiving so shameful a foil at their hands, 
pursued the Christians ; and scoured the seas, where they 
could imagine that they had bent their course. And the 
Christians [in their galley] had departed from thence 
;? Galli^li] on the one day in the morning ; and seven galleys 
of the Turks came thither that night : as it was certified by 
those who followed Fox and his company; fearing lest he 
should have been met with. 

And then, they came afoot to Naples ; where they departed 
asunder : every man taking him to his next way home. 

From whence, John Fox took his journey unto Rome, 
where he was well entertained of an Englishman, who 
presented his worthy deed unto the Pope : who rewarded him 
liberally, and gave him his letters to the King of Spain ; 
where he was very well entertained of him there [in Spain\ 
who for this his most worthy enterprise, gave him twenty 
pence a day. 

From whence, being desirous to come into his own country ; 
he came thither at such time as he conveniently could, which 
was in the year of our LORD GOD, 1579. Who being come 
into England, went into the Court ; and showed all his travel 
unto the Council : who considering the state of this man, in 
that he had spent and lost a great part of his youth in 
thraldom and bondage, extended to him their liberality ; to 
help maintain him now in age : to their right honour, and to 
the encouragement of all true-hearted Christians. 


The copy of the certificate for John Fox and his company, 
made by the Prior and the brethren of Gallipoli ; 
where they first landed. 

the Prior and Fathers of the Convent of the 
j Amerciates^ of the city of Gallipoli ^ of the Order of 
I Freachers ; do testify mat upon tne zgth of January Iasi 
■ past^ X577» there came into the said dfy a certain galley 

14’ 
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from Alexandria, taken from the Turks, with two hundred and 
My and eight Christians : whereof was principal, master John 
F ox, an Englishman, Gunner; and one of the chief ^t that did 
accomplish that great work, whereby so many Christians have 
recovered their liberties. In token and remembrance whereof, upon 
our earnest request to the sante John Fox, he hath left an old 
sword wherewith he slew the Keefer of the prison : which sword 
we do as a monument and memorial of so worthy a deed, hang up 
tfi ihe chief place of our Convent house, A nd for because all thin^ 
aforesaid are such as we will testify to be true, as they are orderly 
passed and have therefore good credit, that so much as is above 
expressed is true ; and for the more faith thereof, we the Prior and 
Fathers aforesaid have ratified and subscribed these presents. 
Given in Gallipoli the third of February, 1577. 

I Friar Vixcext Barba, Prior of the same place, confirm the 
premises, as they are above written, ^ 

I Friar Albert Damaro of Gallipoli, Sub- Prior, confirm as 
much. 

I Friar Anihonv Cellarer of Gallipoli, confirm as aforesaid, 

I Friar Bartholomeiv of Gallipoli, confirm as above said, 

I Friar Fraxcis of Galhpoli, confirm as much. 


The Bishop of Rome’s letters in behalf of 
John Fox. 

E E it known unto all men to whom this writing shall 
come, that the bringer hereof, Joux Fox, Englishman, 
a Gunner, after he had served captive in the Turks* 
gaUeys by the space of fourteen years, at length, through 
GOD'S help, taking good opportunity, the third of January last 
bast, slew ike Keeper 0/ the pnson {whom he first struck on the fau); 
together with four and twenty other Turks, by the assistanu of his 
fSlow-prisoners : and with 266 Christians {of whose liberfy he 
was tne author) launched from Alexandria, and from thence 
arrived first at Gallipoli in Candia, and afterwards at Tarenio 
in Apulia: the written testimony and credit of which things, as 
also of others, the same John Fox hath in public tables from 
Hajples* 

Vptm EiaiUr Eve [uoth March, 1577 }. he came to Rome, and <1 
mm determined to take his jommof to the Spamek Comt; hoping 
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there to obtain some relief towards his living : wherefore the poor 
distressed man humbly beseecheth ; and we, in his behalf, do in the 
bowels of Christ, desire you that taking compassion of his former 
captivity and present penury, you do not only suffer him freely to 
pass through all your cities and towns, but also succour him with 
your charitable alms, the reward whereof you shall hereafter most 
assuredly receive : which we hope you will afford to him, whom 
with tender affection of pity, we commend unto you: At Ron^e, 
the 20 th of April, 1^77* 

Thomas Grolos, Englishman, Bishop of Astraphan, 
Richard Silleun, Prior Anglia, 

Andreas Ludovicus. Registrar to our sovereign Lord the 
Pope ; which for the greater credit of the premisses, have set my 
seal to these presents, A t Rome, the day and year above written, 
Mauricius Clement, The Governor and Keeper of the 
English Hospital in the city. 


The King of Spain’s letters to the Lieutenant, for placing 
of John Fox in the office of a Gunner, &c. 

O the illustrious Prince, Vespasian Gonzaga Colonna, 
our Lieutenant and Captain General of our Realm of 
Valencia. Having consideration that John Fox, 
Englishman, hath served us, and was one of the most 
principal which took away from the Turks a certain galley, 
which they have brought to Tarento, wherein were two hundred, 
fifty and eight Christian captives : We license him to practise, 
and give him the office of a Gunner, and have ordained that he go 
to our said Realm, there to serve in the said office in the galleys, 
which by our commandment are lately made. And we do command 
that you cause to be paid to him eight ducats pay a month, for the 
time that he shall serve in the said galleys as a gunner, or till we 
can otherwise provide for him : the said eight ducats monthly of the 
money which is already of our provision present and to come, and 
to have regard of those which come with him. 

From Escurial the tenth of August, 1577. 

/ THE King 

Juan del Goda 

And under that a confirmation of the Council. 
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following lines by Anthony Monday are omitted by Hakluyt 
in his reprint of this little book in his Pnndpai Et^Ush Voyagis^ u. 136. 
Ed. 158^1600.1 

Verses written by A. M. To the courteous Readers^ who was 
present at Rome, when John Fox received 
his letters of the Pope. 

Eaving at large all fables vainly used, 
all triding toys that do no truth import ; 

Lo here, how the end (at length) though long diffused, 
unfoldeth plain a rare and true report : 

To glad those minds, who seek their country's wealth 
by proffered pains t'enlarge its happy health. 

At Rome I was, when Fox did there arrive ; 
therefore 1 may suflBciently express 

What gallant joy his deeds did there revive ******* 

in the hearts of those which heard his valiantness. 

And how the Pope did recompense his pains, 
and letters gave to move his greater gains. 

But yet I know that many do misdoubt 
that those his pains are fables and untrue : 

Not only I in this, will bear him out ; 
but divers more that did his Patents view. 

And unto those so boldly 1 dare say 
that nought but truth John Fox doth here bewray. 

Besides there's one was slave with him in thrall 
lately returned into our native land ; 

This witness can this matter perfect all ; 
what needeth more ? for witness he may stand. 

And thus I end, unfolding what I know ; 
the other man more larger proof can show. 

Houos alii artes* 



A.M. 
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Ark ! hark ! 1 hear the north wind roar. 
See how he riots on the shore ! 

And with expanded wings outstretcht. 
Ruffles the billows on the beach. 


Hark 1 how the routed waves complaint 
And call for succour to the main ; 
Flying the storm as if they meant 
To creep into the continent. 


Surely all ^Eol's hufflng brood 
Are met to war against the flood ; 

Which seems surprised, and has not yet 
Had time his levies to complete. 

The beaten bark, her rudder lost. 

Is on the rolling billows tost; 

Her keel now ploughs the ooxe, and soon 
Her topmast tilts against the moon. 

*Ti8 strange the pilot keeps his seat. 

His bounding ship does so curvet : 

Whilst the poor passengers are found 
In their own fears, already drowned. 
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Now fins do serve for wings, and bear 
Their scaly squadrons through the air ; 
Whilst the air*s inhabitants do stain 
Their gaudy plumage in the main. 

Now stars concealed in clouds, do peep 
Into the secrets of the deep : 

And lobsters spu^d from the brine, 

With Cancer's constellations, shine. 

Sure Neptune's watery kingdoms yet. 
Since first their coral graves were wet ; 
Were ne'er disturbed with such alarms, 
Nor had such trial of their arms. 

See where a liquid mountain rides, 

Made up of innumerable tides ; 

And tumbles headlong on the strand t 
As if the sea would come to land. 

A sail ! a sail ! I plainly spy 
Betwixt the ocean and the sky ; 

An argosy, a tall built ship. 

With all her pregnant sails atrip. 

Nearer and nearer she makes way. 

With canvas wings, into the bay; 

And now upon the deck appears 
A crowd of busy mariners. 

Methinks, I hear the cordage crack, 

With furrowing Nbptunb's foaming back ; 
Who wounded and revengeful, roars 
His fuiy to the neighbouriiig shores* 



With massy trident high, he heaves 
Her sliding keel above the waves ; 

Opening his liquid arms to take 
The bold invader in his wreck. 

See how she dives into his chest 1 
Whilst raising up his floating breast. 

To clasp her in ; he makes her rise 
Out of the reach of his surprise. 

Nearer she comes, and still doth sweep 
The azure surface of the deep ; 

And now at last the waves have thrown 
Their rider on our Albion. 

Under the black cliffs spumy base, 

The sea«sick hulk her freight displays ; 

And as she walloweth on the sand. 

Vomits her burden to the land. 

With heads erect and plying oar, 

The shipwrecked mates make to the shore ; 
And dreadless of their danger, climb 
The floating mountains of the brine. 

Hark ! hark ! the noise their echo makes, 
The islands, silver waves to shake ; 

Sure with these throws the labouring main 
Is delivered of a hurricane. 

And see the seas becalmed behind, 

Not crispt with any breeze of wind ; 

The tempest has forsook the waves. 

And on land begins his braves. 
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Hark I hark ! their voicet higher riae. 
They tear the welkin with their erica. 
The very rocks their fury feel, 

And like sick drunkards nod and reel. 

Louder and louder, still they come 
Nile's cataracts to these are dumb. 

The CrcLOPS to these blades, are still ; 
Whose anvils shake the burning hill. 

Were all the stars enlightened skies, 

As full of ears as sparkling eyes ; 

This rattle in the ciystal hall. 

Would be enough to deaf them all. 

What monstrous race is hither tost. 
Thus to alarm our British coast 
With outcries ; such as never yet 
War or confusion could beget. 


Oh 1 now I know them, let us home. 
Our mortal enemy is come. 

Winter and all his blust’ring train 
Have made a voyage o'er the main. 

Banisht the countries of the sun, 
The fugitive is hither run; 

To ravish from our fruitful fields 
All that the teeming season yields. 

Like an invader, not a guest ; 

He comes to riot, not to feast : 

And in wild fury overthrows 
Whatever does his maroh o p pose. 
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With bleak and with congealing winds, 
The earth in shining chains he binds ; 
And still as he doth further pass, 
Quarries his way with liquid glass. 

Hark ! how the blusterers of the Bear, 
Their gibbous cheeks in triumph tear ; 
And with continued shouts do ring 
The entry of their palsied King. 


The squadron nearest to your eye 
Is his Forlorn of infantry ; 

Bowmen of unrelenting minds, 

Whose shafts are feathered with the winds. 

Now you may see his Vanguard rise 
Above the earthly precipice ; 

Bold horse, on bleakest mountains bred, 
With hail instead of provend fed. 

Their lances are the pointed locks, 

Tom from the brows of frozen rocks ; 
Their shields are crystals, as their swords, 
The steel the rusted rock affords. 

See the Main body now appears ! 

And hark ! the ^olian trumpeters, 

By their hoarse levets, do declare 
That the bold General rides there. 

And look where mantled up in white 
He sleds it like the Muscovite. 

I know him by the port he bears, 

And his life-guards of mountaineers. 
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Their caps are furred with hoaiy frost, 

The bravery their cold kingdom boasts ; 
Their spongy plaids are milk-white frieze 
Spun from the snowy mountains' fleece. 

Their partisans are flne carved glass, 
Fringed with the morning's spangled grass; 
And pendant by their brawny thighs, 

Hang scimitars of bumisht ice. 


See ! see ! the Rearward now has won 
The promontory’s trembling crown ; 

Whilst at their numerous spurs, the ground^ 
Groans out a hollow murmuring sound. 

The Forlorn now halts for the V'an, 

The Rearguard draws up to the Main ; 

And now they altogether crowd 
Their troops into a threatening cloud. 


Fly ! fly ! the foe advances fast. 

Into our fortress, let us haste ; 

Where all the roarers of the north 
Can neither storm, nor starve us forth. 

There underground a magazine 
Of sovereign juice is collared in, 
Liquor that will the siege maintain 
Should Phoebus ne*er return again. 

ni’is that, that gives the poet rage, 

And thaws the jellied blo^ of age ; 
Matures the young, restores the old, 
And makes the fainting coward bold. 



Then let the chill Sirocco blow, 

And gird us round with hills of snow ; 

Or else go whistle to the shore 
And make the hollow mountains roar. 

While we together jovial sit 
Careless, and crowned with mirth and wit ; 
Where though bleak winds confine us home, 
Our fancies round the world shall roam. 

We think of all the friends we know. 

And drink to all worth drinking to ; 

When having drunk all thine and mine, 

We rather shall want health than wine. 

Hut where friends fail us, we'll supply 
Our friendships with our charity ; 

Men that remote in sorrows live, 

Shall by our lusty brimmers thrive. 

We’ll drink the wanting into wealth, 

And those that languish into health, 

The afflicted into joy, th’opprest 
Into security and rest. 

The worthy in disgrace shall find 
Favour return again more kind ; 

And in restraint who stifled lie, 

Shall taste the air of liberty. 

The brave shall triumph in success, 

The lovers shall have mistresses, 

Poor unregarded virtue, praise; 

And the neglected poet, bays. 
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Thus shall our healths do others good, 
Whilst we ourselves do all we would ; 
For freed from envy and from care, 

What would we be ? but what we are. 

•Tis the plump grape's immortal juice 
That does this happiness produce ; 

And will preserve us free together, 
Maugre mischance or wind and weather. 

Then let Old Winter take his course, 
And roar abroad till he be hoarse ; 

And his lungs crack with ruthless ire ; 

It shall but serve to blow our fire. 

Let him our little castle ply 
With all his loud artilleiy* ; 

Whilst Sack and Claret man the fort, 

His fur)' shall become our sport. 
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To all whom it may concern ; with my 
kind remembrance to the Posts, Carriers, 
Waggoners and Higglers. 

F any man or woman whomsoever hath either occasion 
or patience to read this following description, %t is no 
doubt but they shall find full satisfaction for as much 
as they laid out for the book : if not, it is against 
my will; and my good intentions are lost and frustrate, 

I wrote it for thru causes. First, for a general and necessary 
good use for the whole commonwealth, Suondly, to express my 
grateful duty to all those who have honestly paid me my money 
which they owed me Jar my books of The collection of Taverns 
in London and Westminster, and ten shires or counties next 
round about London; and I do also thank aU such as do purpose 
to pay me hereafter. Thirdly, for the third sort, that can pay me 
and will not; I write this as a document: I am well pleased to^ 
leave them to the hangman's tuition, as being past any other man's 
mending, for I would have them to know, that I am sensible of 
mho, Tc 




226 A DIRECTION TO THE ReADER. [IfaJSSL* 

ike too much loss that I do suffer by their pnde or cousetktge; ^teir 
number bang so many and my charge so greats which I paid for 
paper and printing of those books^ that the base dealing of those 
sharks is insupportable. But the tedious toil that I had in this 
ioUectton, and the harsh and unsavoury answers that I was fain 
to take patiently t from Hostlers, Carriers, and Porters, may move 
any man that thinks himself mortal to pity me. 

In some places, 1 was suspected fora Projector; or one that had 
devised some trick to bring the Carriers under some new taxation ; 
and sometimes / was held to have been a Man -taker, a Sergeant, or 
Bailiff to arrest or attach men*s goods or beasts. Indeed I was 
scarce taken for an honest man amongst the most of them. All 
which suppositions I was enforced oftentimes to wash away With 
two or three jugs of beer, at most of the Inns / came to. In some 
Inns or Hostelnes, I could get no certain intelligence, so that I 
did take instructions at the next Inn unto it ; which I did 
oftentimes take upon trust though I doubted [feared] it was indirect 
and imperfect. 

Had the Carriers, Hostlers, and others known my harmless and 
honest intendments, I do think this folUmnng relation had been 
more large and useful : but if there be any thing left out in this 
first impression, it shall be with diltgenu inserted hereafter, when 
the Carriers and I shall be more familiarly acquainted; and they, 
with the Hostlers, shall be pleased in their generosity, to afford me 
more ample directions. In the mean space, I hope I shall give 
none of my readers cause to curse the Carrier that brought me to 
town. 

Seme may object that the Carriers do often change and Mft 
from one Inn or Lodging to another, whereby this foUcwmg 
direction may be hereafter untrue. To them I answer, that 1 am 
not bound to bind them or to stay them in one place; but if Hity 
do remove, they may be inquired for at Uie place which they have 
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kfi or forsaken ; and it is an easy matter to find them by the 
learned intelligence of some other Carriers^ an HosUer, or an 
understanding Porter, 

Others may object and say that I have not named all the towns 
and places that Carriers do go unto in England and Wales, To 
whom I yield; but yet 1 answer^ that if a Carrier of York hath a 
letter or goods to deliver at any town in his way thither, he serves 
the turn well enough : and there are Carriers and Messengers from 
York to carry such goods and letters as are to be passed any ways 
north, broad and wide as far or farther than Berwick, So he that 
sends to Lancaster fnay from thence have what he sends conveyed 
to Kendal or Cockermouth ; and what a man sends to Hereford 
may from thence be passed to St, Davids in Wales, The 
Worcester Carriers can convey anything as far as Caermarthen ; 
and those that go to Chester may send to Caernarvon, The 
Carriers or Posts that go to Exeter may send daily to Plymouth, 
or to the Mouptt in Cornwall, Mixfield, Chippenham, Hunger* 
fifrd, Newberry, atid all those towns between London and Bristol ; 
the Bristol Carriers do carry letters unto them: so likewise all the 
towns and places are served, which are betwixt London and 
Lincoln, or Boston, Yarmouth, Oxford, Cambridge, Walsingham, 
Dover, Rye, or any place of the King's dominions, with safe and 
true carriage of goods and letters; as by this little book's directions 
may be perceived. 

Besides, if a man at Cofistantinople or some other remote part 
or region shall chance to send a letter to his parents, master, or 
friends that dwell at Nottingham, Derby, Shrewsbury, Exeter, or 
any other town in England ; then this book will give instructions 
where the Carriers do lodge that may convey the said letter, which 
could not easily be done without it ; for there are not many that by 
heart or memory can tell suddenly where and when every Carrier is 
to he founds 

IS* 
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I km (for the ease efihe reader and the speedier finding out of 
every town*s name, to which any one would send, or from whence 
would receive) set them down by way of Alphabet; and Aus 
Reader if thou beesi pleased, I am satisfied; if thou beest 
contented, I am paid; tf thou beest angry, I care not for iU 




Holborn. They are at one of these places eveiy other day. 

The Carriers of Ashbury do lodge at the Castle in Great 
Wood street. They are to be found there on Thursdays. 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

B. 

H Hb Carriers of Blanville in Dorsetshire do lodge at 
the Chequer near Charing Cross. They do come 
thither every second Thursday. Also there cometh 
Carriers from Blandford, to the sign of the Rose 
near Holborn Bridge. 
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The Carriers of Braintree and Booking in Essex do lodge 
at the sign of the Tabard in Gracious [Gracechurch] street, 
near the Conduit. They do come on Thursda3rs, and go away 
on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Bath do lodge at the Thru Cubs in Bread 
street. They come on Fridays, and go on Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Bristol do lodge at the Three Cups in Bread 
street ; and likewise from Bristol on Thursdays, a Carrier 
which lodgeth at the Swan near to Holbom Bridge. 

The Carriers of Bruton in Dorsetshire do lodge at the Rose 
near Holbom Bridge. They come on Thursdays, and go 
away on Fridays. 

The Carriers from divers parts of Buckinghamshire and 
Bedfordshire are almost every day to be had at the sign of 
the Saracen's Head without Newgate. ^ 

The Carriers of Broomsbury do lodge at the sign of the 
Maidenhead in Cateaton street, near the Guildhall in London. 
They come on Thursdays, and go away on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Bingham in Nottinghamshire do lodge at 
the Black Bull in Smithfield. They come on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Bramley in Staffordshire do lodge at the 
Castle near Smithheld-bars. They come on Thursdays, and 
go away on Fridays or Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Burford in Oxfordshire do lodge at the 
Bell in Friday street. They come on Thursdays, and go away 
on Fndays. 

The Carriers of Buckingham do lodge at the King's Head 
in the Old Change. They come Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Buckingham do lodge at the Saracen's 
Head in Carter lane. They come and go Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Bewdley in Worcestershire do lodge at the 
Castle in Wood street. They come and go Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Buckingham do lodge at the George near 
Holbom Bridge. They come and go on Wednesdays, 
Thitrsdm and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Brackley in Northamptonshire do lodge 
at the George near Holbom Bridge. They come and go on 
Wednes^ys, Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Banbury in Oriordshire do lodge at the 
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George near Holbom Bridge. They go and come Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Bedford do lodge at the Three Horseshoes in 
Aldersgate street. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Bridgnorth do lodge at the Maidenhead in 
Cateaton street, near the Guildhall. 

The Carriers of Bury, or St. Edmund’s Bury, in Sufifolk, do 
lodge at the Dolphin without Bishopsgate street. They come 
on Thursdays. 

The Waggons of Bury, or Berry, in Suffolk, do come every 
Thursday to the sign ojp the Four Swans in Bishopsgate 
street. 

A Foot Post doth come from the said Bury every Wednes- 
day to the Green Dragon in Bishopsgate street ; by whom 
letters may be conveyed to and fro. 

The Carriers of Barnstaple in Devonshire do lodge at the 
Star in Bread street. They come on Fridays, and return on 
Saturdays or Mondays. 

The Carriers of Bampton do lodge at the Mermaid in 
Carter lane ,* and there also lodge the carriers of Buckland. 
They are there on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Brill in Buckinghamshire do lodge at the 
sign of Saint Paul's Head in Carter lane. They come on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

The Carriers of Bampton in Lancashire do lodge at the 
Bear at Bassishaw. They are there to be had on Thursdays 
and Fridas. Also thither cometh Carriers from other parts 
in the said county of Lancashire. 

The Carriers of Batcombe in Somersetshire do lodge at 
the Crown or Jarrefs Hall at the end of Basing lane, near 
Bread street. They come eveiy Friday, 

The Carriers of Broughton in Leicestershire do lodge at 
the sign of the Axe in Aldermanbuiy. They are there every 
Friday. 


c. 



Hb Carriers of Colchester do lodge at the Cross 
Key^ in Gracious street. Th^ come on the 
Thursd^s, and go away on the Fridays. 

The Carrier of Chesham in Buckinghamshire 
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doth come twice every week to the sign of the White Httri 
in High Holbom, at the end of Drury lane. 

The Carrier of Coggeshall in Suffolk doth lodge at the 
Sj^ead EagU in Gracious street. He comes and goes on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Waggons from Chippenganger [Chipping Ongar\ in 
Essex do come ever>’ Wednesday to the Crown without 
Aldgate. 

The Waggons from Chelmsford in Essex come on Wednes- 
day to the sign of the Blue Boar without Aldgate. 

The Carriers of Cheltenham in Gloucestershire do lodge 
at the Thru Cups in Bread street. They do come on Fridays, 
and go away on Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Camden in Gloucestershire, and of 
Chipping Norton, do lodge at the Thru Cups in Bread Rtreet. 
They come and go Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Chester do lodge at the Castle in Wood 
street. They are there to be had on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Chard in Dorsetshire do lodge at the 
Queen's Arms near Holbom Bridge. They are there to be 
had on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Chard do lodge at the George in Bread street. 

The Gamers of Chester do lodge at Blossom's or Bosom's 
Inn in St. Laurance lane, near Cheapside : every Thursday. 

The Carriers of Coleashby in Northamptonshire do lodge 
at the sign of the Ball in Smithfield. Also there do lodge 
Carriers of divers parts of that county [county] at the BM, 
in Smithfield. Th^ do come on the Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Crawley in Bedfordshire do lodge at the 
Bear and Ragged Staff in Smithfield. They come on the 
Thursdm. 

The Carriers of Coventry in Warwickshire, do lodge at 
the Ram in Smithfield. They come on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

There are other Carriers from Cov^tiy ^at dOt on 
Thursdays and Fridays, come to the Rou in Smithfield. 

The Carrier of Creete in Leicestershire doth lodge at the 
Rose in Smithfield. 

The Waggons or Coaches from Cambridge do come enoey 
Thursday Friday to the Black Bull in Bishopsgate atieel* 
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The Carriers of Coventry do lodge at the sign of the Axe 
in Saint Manr Axe in Aldermanbuiy. They are there 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Cambridge do lodge at the BeU in 
Coleman street. They come every Thursday. 

The Foot Post of Canterbury doth come every Wednesday 
and Saturday to the sign of the Two^necked [i.e. nicked] Swan 
at Sommers Key, near Billingsgate. 

The Carriers of Crookehome in Devonshire do lodge at 
the Queen's Arms near Holbom Bridge. They come on 
Thursdays. 


D. 

Hb Carriers of Dunmow in Essex do lodge at the 
Saracen's Head in Gracious street. They come and 
go on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Waggons from Dunmow do come every 
Wednesday to the Croum without Aldgate. 

The Carriers of Ditmarsh in Berkshire do lodge at the 
George in Bread street. 

The Carriers of Doncaster in Yorkshire, and many other 
parts in that countiy, do lodge at the BeU, or Belle Sauvage, 
without Ludgate. They do come on Fridays, and go away 
on Saturdays or Mondays. 

The Carriers of Dorchester do lodge at the Rose near 
Holborn Bndge. They come and go on Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

The Carriers of Denbigh in Wales do lodge at Bosom's 
Inn every Thursday. Also other Carriers do come to the 
said Inn from other parts of that country. 

The Carrier of Daintree doth lodge every Friday night at 
the Cross Keys in Saint John’s street. 

The Carriers from Duneehanger, and other places near 
Stony Stratford, do lodge at the Three Cups in Saint John’s 
street. 

The Carriers of Derby, and other parts of Derbyshire, do 
lodge at the Axe in Saint Maiy Axe, near Aldermanbury. 
Th^ are to be heard of there on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Derby do lodge at the Castle in Wood 
street eveiy week, on Thursdays or Fridays. 
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E. 

H He Carrier of Epping in Essex doth lodge at the 
Prince's Arms in Leadenhall street. He comes on 
Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Exeter do lodge at the Star in 
Bread street. They come on Fridays, and go away on 
Saturdays or Mondays. 

The earners of Exeter do lodge at the Rose near Holbom 
Bridge. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Evesham in Worcestershire do lodge at 
the CasiU in Wood street. They come thither on Fridays. 

F. 

He earners of Feckingham-forest in Worcestershire 
do lodge at the Crown in High Holbom, and at the 
Queen's Head at Saint Giles in the fields. There is 
also another Carrier from the same place. 

The Carriers of Farringdon in Berkshire do lodge at the 
Saint Paul's Head in Carter lane. They come on Tuesdays, 
and go away on Wednesdays. 

G. 

B arriers from Grindon Under Wood in Buckingham- 
shire do lodge at the Sain/ Paul's Head in Carter 
lane. They are to be found there on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 

The Carriers of Gloucester do come to the Saracen's Head 
without Newgate, on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Gloucester do lodge at the Saracen's Head 
in Carter lane. They come on Fridays. 

Clothiers do come every week out of divers parts of 
Gloucestershire to the Saracen's Head in Friday street. 

The Wains or Waggons do come every week from sundry 
places in Gloucestershire, and are to be had at the Swan 
near H<ribom Bridge. 

There are Carriers of some places in Gloucestershire that 
do lodge at the Mermaid in Carter lane. ^ , 
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H. 

Arribrs from Hadley in Suffolk do lodge at the 
George in Lombard street. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Huntingdon do lodge at the 
White Hind without Cripplegate. They come upon 
Thursdays, and go away on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Hereford do lodge at the King's Head in 
the Old Change. They do come on Fridays, and go on 
Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Halifax in Yorkshire do lodge at the 
Greyhound in Smithheld. They do come but once every 
month. 

The Carriers of Halifax are every Wednesday to be had at 
the Bear at Bassishaw. 

The Carriers of Halifax do likewise lodge at the Axe in 
[Saint Mary Axe] Aldermanbury. 

The Carriers of Halifax do likewise lodge at the White 
Hart in Coleman street. 

The Carriers of Hatfield in Hertfordshire do lodge at the 
Bell in Saint John’s street. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Harding in Hertfordshire do lodge at the 
Cock in Aldersgate street. They come on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

The Carrier or Waggon of Hadham in Hertfordshire do 
lodge at the Bull in Bishopsgate street. They do come and 
go on Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Waggon or Coach from Hertford town doth come 
every Friday to the Four Swans without Bishopsgate street. 

The Waggon or Coach of Hatfield doth come every 
Friday to the Bell in Aldersgate street. 

I. 

H He Carriers of Ipswich in Suffolk do lodge at the 
sign of the George in Lombard street. They do 
come on Thursdays. 

The Post of Ipswich doth lodge at the Cross Keys 
in Gracious street. He comes on Thursdays, and goes on 
Fridays. 
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The Wains of Ingarstone in Essex do come eveiy 
Wednesday to the King's Arms in Leadenhall street. 

The Carriers of Ivell in Dorsetshire do lodge at JarreVs 
Hall or the Crown in Basing lane, near Bread street. 


K. 

He Carriers of Keinton in Oxfordshire do lodge at 
the Bell in Friday street. They are there to be had 
on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Post of the Town of Kingston upon Hull, 
commonly called Hull, doth lodge at the sign of the Bull over 
against Leadenhall. 



L. 

He Carrier of Lincoln do lodge at the White Horse 
without Cripplegate. He cometh every second 
Friday. 

The Carriers of Leighton Beudesart, corruptly 
called Leighton Buxzard, in Bedfordshire ; do lodge at the 
Hart's Homs in Smith held. They come on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

The Carriers of Leicester do lodge at the Saracen's Head 
without Newgate. They come on Tuesdays. 

The Carriers of Leicester do also lodge at the Castle near 
Smithfield-bars. They do come on Thursdays. 

There be Carriers that do pass to and through sundry 
parts of Leicestershire; which do lodge at the Ram in 
Smithfield. 

The like Carriers are weekly to be had at the Rou in 
Smithfield, that come and go through other parts of Leices* 
tershire. 

The Carriers of Lewton [Luion] in Hertfordshire do lodge 
at the Cock in Aldersgate street. They are there Tueadi^ 
and Wednesdays. 

The Carriers of Leeds in Yorkshire do lodge at the Bmr 
in Bassishaw. They come eveiy Wednesday. 

The Carriers of Leeds do also lodge at the Axa in [Saint 
Maiy Axel Aldermanbury. 
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The Carriers of Leicester do lodge at the Axe in [Saint 
Mary Axe] Aldermanbury. 

The Carriers of Loughborough in Leicestershire do lodge 
at the Axe in [Saint Mary Axe] Aldermanbury. Also other 
Carriers do lodge there which do pass through Leicestershire, 
and through divers places of Lancashire. 

M. 

H Hb Carriers of Malden in Essex do lodge at the 
Cross Keys in Gracious street. They come on 
Thursdays, and go on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Monmouth in Wales, and some 
parts of Monmouthshire; do lodge at the [Saint] PauTs Head 
in Carter lane. They do come to London on Fridays. 

The Carriers of Marlborough do lodge at the sign of the 
Swan near Holbom Bridge. They do come on Thursdays. 

There doth come from Great Marlow in Buckinghamshire 
some higglers or demi-carriers. They do lodge at the Swan 
in the Strand, and they come every Tuesday. 

The Carriers of Manchester do lodge at the Bear in 
Bassishaw. They do come on Thursdays or Fridays. 

The Carriers of Manchester do likewise lodge at the sign 
of the Axe in [Saint Mary Axe] Aldermanbuiy. 

The Carriers of Manchester do also lodge at the Tw(h 
necked Swan in Lad lane ; between Great Wood street and 
Milk-street end. They come every second Thursday. Also 
there do lodge Carriers that do pass through divers other 
parts of Lancashire. 

The Carriers of Melford in Suffolk do lodge at the Spread 
Eagle in Gracious street. They come and go on Thursdays 
and Fridays. 

N. 

Arribrs from New-Elme in Berkshire do lodge at 
the George in Bread street. They come on Wednes- 
days and Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Netherley in Staffordshire do 
lodge at the Bea^ and Ragged Staff in Smithiield. They do 
come on Thursdays. 
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The Carriers of Northampton, and from other parts of that 
countiy there about ; are almost every day in the week to be 
had at the Ram in Smithiield. 

There doth come also Carriers to the Rose in Smithfield, 
daily; which do pass to or through many parts of North- 
amptonshire. 

The Carrier of Nottingham doth lodge at the Cross Keys in 
Saint John’s street. He cometh every second Saturday. 

There is also a Foot Post that doth come every second 
Thursday from Nottingham. He lodgeth at the Swan in St. 
John’s street. 

The Carriers of Norwich do lodge at the Dolphin without 
Bishopsgate. They are to be found there on Mondays and 
T uesdays. 

The Carriers of Newport Pannel [Pagnelt] in Bucking- 
hamshire do lodge at the Peacock in Aldersgate street. They 
do come on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

The Carriers at Nantwich do lodge at the Axe in [Saint 
Maiy Axe] Aldcrmanburj'. They are there Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Nuneaton in Warwickshire do lodge at the 
Axe in [Saint Mary' Axe] Aldermanbury. They come on 
Fridays. 


o. 

He Carriers of Oxford do lodge at the Saracen's 
Head without Newgate, near Saint Sepulchre’s 
Church. They are there on Wednesdays, or almost 
any day. 

The Carriers of OIney in Buckinghamshire do lod^ at the 
Cock in Aldersgate street, at the Long lane end. They do 
come on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

P. 

Hb Carriers of Preston in Lancashire do lodge at 
the Bell in Friday street. They are there on 
Fridays. 
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R. 

He Carriers of Reading in Berkshire do lodge at 
the George in Bread street. They arc there on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers from Rutland and Rutlandshire, 
and other parts of Yorkshire, do lodge at the Ram in 
Smithheld. They come weekly ; but their days of coming 
are not certain. 



s. 

He Carriers of Sudbury in Suffolk do lodge at the 
Saracen's Head in Gracious street. They do come 
and go on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Sawbridgeworth in Hertfordshire 
do lodge at the Prince's Arms in Leadenhall street. They 
come on Thursdays. 

The Wains from Stock in Essex do come every Wednesday 
to the King's Arms in Leadenhall street. 

The Carriers from Stroodwater in Gloucestershire do 
lodge at the Bell in Friday street. They do come on 
Thursdays and Fridays, 

The Carriers of Sisham in Northamptonshire do lodge at 
the Saracen's Head in Carter lane. They come on Friday, 
and return on Saturday. 

The Carriers from Sheffield in Yorkshire do lodge at the 
Castle in Wuod street. They are there to be found on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers from Salisbury do lodge at the Queen's Arms 
near Holbom Bridge. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Shrewsbury do lodge at the Maidenhead 
in Cateaton street, near Guildhall. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Shrewsbury do also lodge at Bosom's Inn. 
They do come on Thursdays. And there do lodge Carriers 
that do travel divers parts of the county of Shropshire and 
places adjoining. 

The Carrier from Stony Stratford doth lodge at the Rose and 
Crown in Saint John’s street. He cometh every Tuesday. 

There doth come from Saffron Market in Norfolk a Foot 
Post who lodgeth at the Chequer in Holbom. 
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The Carriers of Stamford do lodge at the BeU in Aldersgate 
street. They do come on Wednesda}^ and Thursdays. 

The Waggon from Saffron Walden in Essex doth come to 
the BM in Bishopsgate street. It is to be had there on 
Tuesdays and Wednesda3rs. 

The Carriers of Shifftesbury, and from Sherborne in 
Dorsetshire, do lodge at the Crown or JarrcVs Hall in Basing 
lane near Bread street. They come on Friday. 

The Carriers from Stopford in Cheshire do lodge at the 
Axe in [Saint Mary Axe] Aldermanbury. Also there are 
Carriers to other parts of Cheshire. 

The Carriers of Stafford and other parts of that county, 
do lodge at the Swan with two Necks in Lad lane. They come 
on Thursdays. 

T. 

Arribrs from Tewkesbury in Gloucestershire do lodge 
at the Thru Cups in Bread street. They come and 
go on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Gamers of Tiverton in Devonshire do lodge 
at the Star in Bread street. They come on Fridays, and 
return on Saturdays or Mondays. 

The Carriers of Thame in Oxfordshire do lodge at the 
Saracen's Head in Carter lane. They come and go on Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Torcester in Northamptonshire do lodge 
at the Castle near Smithfield*bars. They come on Thursdays. 

V. 

Arribrs from Vies or the De-vises [Dmzss] in 
Wiltshire, do lodge at the sign of the Swan near 
Holbom Bridge. They come on Thursdays, and go 
away on Fridays. 

w. 

H He Carrier from Wendover in Buckinghamshire 
doth lodge at the Black Swan in Holbora, and is 
thert every Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Carrier of Witham in Essex doth lodge 
at the Cross Keys in Gracious street every Thursday and 
Friday. 
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The Carriers of Wallingfield in Suffolk do lodge at the 
^ead Eagle in Gracious street. Th^ come and go on 
Thur8da3r8 and Fridays. 

The Carriers from Wallingford in Berkshire do lodge at 
the George in Bread street. Their days are Wednesdays^ 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Winchcombe in Gloucestershire do lodge 
at the Three Cups in Bread street. They come and go on 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

The clothiers of sundry parts of Wiltshire do weekly come 
and lodge at the Saracen's Head in Friday street. 

The Carriers of Warwick do lodge at the Bell in Friday 
street. They are there on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Woodstock in Oxfordshire do lodge at the 
Mermaid in Carter lane on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers of Wantage in Berkshire do lodge at the 
Mermaid in Carter lane. Their days are Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

The Carriers of Worcester do lodge at the Castle in Wood 
street. Their days are Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Winslow in Buckinghamshire do lodge at 
the George near Holbom Bridge; Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays. 

The Waggon from Watford in Middlesex [or rather 
Hertfordshire] doth come to the Swan near Holbom Bridge 
on Thursdays. 

The Carriers from Wells in Somersetshire do lodge at the 
Rose near Holbom Bridge. They come on Thursdays, and 
on Fridays. 

The Carriers from Witney in Oxfordshire do lodge at the 
aim of the Saracen's Head without Newgate. They come on 
Wednesdays. 

There cometh a Waggon from Winchester every Thursday 
to the Swan in the Strand : and some Carriers come thither 
liom divers parts of Buckinghamshire ; but the days of their 
coming are not certain. 

The Carriers of Worcester do lodge at the Maidenhead in 
Cateaton street, near Guildhall. They come on Thursdays. 

The Carriers from many parts of Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire do lodge at tne Rose and Crown in High 
Holbom ; but they keep no certain days. 

MMe, Gam, t z6 
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The Carrier of Warwick doth come to the Queen's Head 
near Saint Giles in the Fields, on Thursdays. 

The Carrier of Walsingham in Norfolk doth lodge at the 
Cheauer in Holbom. He cometh every second Thumday. 

The Carriers of Wendover in Buckinghamshire do lodge at 
the BeU in Holbom. 

There doth a Post come every second Thursday from 
Walsingham to the BeU in Holbom. 

The Carrier of Ware in Hertfordshire doth lodge at the 
Dolphin without Bishopsgate : and is there on Mondays and 
T uesdays. 

There is a Foot Post from Walsingham that doth come to 
the Cross-k^s in Holbom every second Thursday. 

There are Carriers from divers parts of Warwickshire that 
do come weekly to the Castle near Smithheld-bars : ^bot their 
da^ of coming are variable. 

There is a Waggon from Ware at the Vine in Bishopsgate 
street every Friday and Saturday. 

The Carriers of Wakefieid in Yorkshire do lodge at the 
Bear in Bassishaw. They do come on Wednesdays. 

The Carriers of Wells in Somersetshire do \odgz at the 
Crown in Basing lane near Bread street. They come and 
go on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Carriers of Wakefield, and some other parts of 
Yorkshire, do lodge at the A xe in [St. Mary Axe] Aldermanbury. 
They are to be had there on Thursdays. 

The Carriers of Wakefield, and some other parts of 
Yorkshire, do also lodge at the White Hart in Coleman 
street. They come every second Thursday. 

Y. 

B He Carriers of York, with some other parts near 
York within that county, do lodge at the sign of the 
BeU or BeU Savage without Ludgate. They come 
every Friday, and go away on Saturday or Monday, 
A Foot Post from York doth come every second Thursday 
to the Bose and Crown in St. John's street. 
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For Scotland. 

Hose that will send any letter to Edinburgh, that 
so they may be conveyed to and fro to any parts 
of the kingdom of Scotland, the Post doth lodge 
at the sign of the King's Arms <or the Cradle) at 
the upper end of Cheapside : from whence, every 
Monday, any that have occasion may send. 



The Inns and Lodgings of the Carriers 
which come into the Borough of South- 
wark out of the countries of Kent, 
Sussex and Surrey. 

Carrier from Reigate in Surrey doth come every 
Thursday (or oftener) to the Falcon in Southwark. 

The Carriers of Tunbridge, of Sevenoaks, of 
Faut and Staplehurst in Kent, do lodge at the 
Katharine Wheel, They do come on Thursdays 
and go away on Fridays. Also on the same days, do come 
hither the Carriers of Marden and Penbree, and from 
Warbleton in Sussex. 

On Thursdays the Carriers of Hanckhurst and Blenchley in 
Kent, and from Dorking and Leatherhead in Surrey ; do come 
to the Chreyhound in Southwark. 

The Carriers of Tenterden and Penshurst in Kent, and the 
Carriers from Battle in Sussex, do lodge at the sign of the 
Spur in Southwark. They come on Thursdays, and go away 
on Fridays. 

To the QuuWsHead in Southwark do come, on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, the Carriers from Portsmouth in Hampshire; 
and from Chichester, Havant, Arundel, Billingshurst, Rye, 

16 ♦ 
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Lamberhurst, and Wadhurst, in Sussex: also from Godstone 
and Linvill in Surrev. They are there to be had Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carriers from Cranbroke, and Bevenden in Kent ; and 
from Lewes, Petworth, Uckfield and Cuckheld in Sussex : do 
lodge at the Tabard or Talbot in Southwark. They are 
there on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

To the George in Southwark, come every Thursday the 
Carriers from Guildford, WonershjGoudhurst, and Chiddington 
in Surrey. Also thither come out of Sussex, on the same days 
weekly, the Carriers of Battle, Sindrich, and Hastings. 

The Carriers from these places undemamed out of Kent, 
Sussex and Surrey, are every week to be had on Thursdays 
at the White Hart in the Borough of Southwark ; namely, 
Dover, Sandwich, Canterbury, Biddenden, Mayfield, Eden 
(or Eaten Bridge), Hebsome, Wimbledon, Gdddiman, 
(corruptly called Godly Man) Witherham, Shoreham, Enfield, 
Horsham, Haslemere. And from many other places far and 
wide in the said Counties; Carriers are to be had almost daily 
at the said inn, but especially on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The Carrier from Chiltington, Westrum, Penborough, 
Slenge, Wrotham, and other parts of Kent, Sussex, and 
Surrey, do lodge at the King's Head in Southwark. They do 
come on Thursdays, and they go on Fridays. 

Eveiy week there cometh and goetb from Tunbridge in 
Kent a Carrier that lodgeth at the Green Dragon in Fowl 
lane in Southwark, near the Meal Market. 
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Here followeth certain directions for to find 
out Ships, Barks, Hoys and Passage Boats 
that do come to London, from the most 
parts and places by sea, within the 
King’s dominions j either of 
England, Scodand or 
Ireland. 


Hoy doth come from Colchester in Essex to Smart's 
Key near Billingsgate ; by which goods may be 
carried from London to Colchester weekly. 

He that will send to Ipswich in Suffolk, or Lynn 
in Norfolk ; let him go to Dice Key, and there his 
turn may be served. 

The ships from Kingston upon Hull (or Hull) in Yorkshire 
do come to Ralph’s Key, and to Porter’s Key. 

At Galley Key, passage for men and carriage for goods 
may be had from London to Berwick. 

At Chester’s Key, shipping may be had from Ireland, from 
Poole, from Plymouth, from Dartmouth and Weymouth. 

At Sabb’s Docks, a Hoy or Bark is to be had from Sandwich 
or Dover in Kent. 

A Hoy from Rochester, Margate in Kent or Feversham 
and Maidstone doth come to Saint Katherine’s Dock. 

Shipping from Scotland is to be found at the Armitage or 
Hermitage below Saint Katherine’s. 

Prom Dunkirk, at the Custom House Key. 

From most parts of Holland or Zealand, pinks or shipping 
may be had at the brewhouses in Saint Katherine’s. 

At Lion Key, twice almost in every twenty-four hours, or 
continually, are Tide boats or Wherries ; that pass to and 
fro betwixt London and the towns of Deptford, Greenwich, 
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Woolwich, Erith, and Greenhithe in Kent; and also boats 
are to be had that every tide do carry goods and passengers 
betwixt London and Rainham, Purfleet, and Grayes in Essex. 

At Billingsgate are, every tide, to be had Barges, Light 
horsemen, Tiltboats and Wherries, from London to the towns 
of Gravesend and Milton in Kent, or to any other place 
within the said bounds ; and as weather and occasions may 
serve, beyond or further. 


Passage Boats and Wherries that do carry 
passengers and goods from London, 
and back again thither East or^ 

West above London Bridge. 




|0 Bull Wharf, near Queenhithe, there doth come 
and go great boats twice or thrice ever>^ week, 
which boats do carry goods betwixt London and 
Kingston upon Thames. Also thither doth often 
come a boat from Colebrooke; which serveth those 
parts for such purposes. 

Great Boats that do carry and recarry passengers and 
goods to and fro betwixt London and the towns of Maidenhead, 
Windsor, Staines, Chertsey, with other parts in the counties 
of Surrey, Berkshire, Middlesex and Buckinghamshire; do 
come every Mond^ and Thursday to Queenhithe ; and they 
do go away upon luesdays and Thursdays. 

The Reading Boat is to be had at Queenhithe weekly. 

All those that will send letters to the most parts of the 
habitable world, or to any parts of our King of Great 
Britain's Dominions ; let them repair to the General Post 
Master Thomas Withbrino at his house in Sherburne lane, 
near Abchurch. 


FINIS. 
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[Edmund Spenser, the Countess of 
Pembroke.] 

Astrophel. 

[CouN Clout's ^c.\ 

His Collection of Elegies must be regarded as a literar>' 
monument raised by the family and friends of Sir Philip 
Sidney to his perpetual remembrance and fame. Our main 
purpose in inserting it, is on account of the information it 
affords in regard to the relations between Sir Philip and his only love; 
which he has himself immortalized in his Sonnets entitled Astrophel 
and Stella : which constitute the gem of this First Volume, and will be 
found at pages 467-6oa 

The Elegies, with much poetic setting, comprise three biographies of 
him ; by E. Spenser at pages 252-255, by M. Roydon at pages 284- 
287, and by an anonymous writer at pages 292-293 : together with 
analyses or summaries of his life and character from other pens. 

We would simply note here their testimony to Sidney's own self : 
merely pointing out, in passing, how appropriately his sister under the 
name of Clorinda, makes no allusion to Stella. Her praises are sung 
only by the stronger sex. 

Note Spenser's remark of him— 

In one thing only failing of the best ; 

That he was not so happy as the rest. 

And then his further testimony to bis personal attractiveness— 

He grew up fast in goodness and in grace ; 

And doubly fair wox both in mind and face. 

Which daily more and more he did augment 

With gentle usage and demeanour mild ; 

That all men’s hearts with secret ravishment 

He stole away. 
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This testimony M. Roydon repeats in another fonn— 

The Muses met him evei^ day ; 

That taught him sing, to write, and say.** 

“ When he descended down the mount. 

His personage seemed most divine ; 

A thousand graces one might count 
Upon his lovely cheerful eyen : 

To hear him speak, and sweetly smile; 

You were in Paradise the while/* 

** A sweet attractive kind of grace ; 

A full assurance given by looks ; 

Continual comfort in a face, 

The lineaments of Gospel books. 

1 trow that countenance cannot lie. 

Whose thoughts are legible in the eye.** 

Was ever eye did see such face ; 

Was never ear did hear that tongue ; 

Was never mind did mind his grace ; 

That ever thought the travail long : 

But eyes and ears and every thought. 

Were with his sweet perfections caught.** 

Can we wonder, then, as stated at p. 394 — 

Young sighs, sweet sighs, sage sighs, bewailed his falL 



ASTROPHEL. 

A Pastoral Elegy upon 

the death of the most noble 
and valorous Knight, 

Sir Philip Sidney. 

Dedicated 

to the most beautiful and virtuous Lady 
the Countess of Essex. 

[By Edmund Spenser, the Countess 
of Pembroke, and others.] 


[Printed u nn Appendix to Coun Clout's come home agamt fim printed in 1595 ; 
bttt the epuUe of which u dated **Froai my house of Kilcolman, the 27 of 
December, 1591.”] 
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Astrophel. 

MSKgtM^ £PJt£jtDS that wont, on pipes of oaten reed, 
Ofiiimes to plain your love*s conceaUd smart ; 
And with your piteous lays have learned to breed 
IBHBhI Compassion in a country losses heart. 

Hearken, ye gentle shepherds, to my song / 

A nd place my doleful plaint, your plaints entomg. 


To you alone, I sing this mournful verse. 

The moumfuTst verse that ever man heard tell i 
To you whose softened hearts it may empierce 
With dolour's dart, for death of Astrophel. 
To you I sing, and to none other wight. 

For well I wot my rhymes been rudely dight. 


Yet as th^ been, if any nicer wit 
Shall hap to hear, or covet (hem to read : 
Think he, that such are for such ones most fit. 
Made not to please the living but the dead : 
And if in him, found pity ever place ; 

Let him be moved to pity such a case. 
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ASrROPHEL. 

A Pastoral Elegy upon the death of 

the most noble and valorous Knight, 

Sir Philip Sidney. 



Gentle shepherd bom in Arcady, 

Of gentlest race that ever shepherd bore ; 
About the grassy banks of Hcemony, 

Did keep his sheep, his little stock and store. 
Full carefully he kept them day and night 
In fairest fields ; and Astrophel he hight. 


Young Astrophel ! the pride of shepherds* praise. 
Young Astrophel ! the rustic lasses’ love. 

Far passing all the pastors of his days 
In all tha^ «eemly shepherd might behove. 

In one thini^ jnly failing of the best ; 

That he was not so happy as the rest. 
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For from the time that first the nymph his mother 
Him forth did bring ; and taught, her lambs to feed : 
A slender swain, excelling far each other 
In comely shape, like her that did him breed : 

He grew up fast in goodness and in grace ; 

And doubly fair wox both in mind and face. 

Which daily more and more he did augment 
With gentle usage and demeanour mild ; 

That all men's hearts with secret ravishment 
He stole away, and wittingly beguiled. 

Ne Spite itself — that all good things doth spill — 
Found ought in him, that she could say was ill. 

His sports were fair, his joyance innocent. 

Sweet without sour, and honey w'ithout gall ; 

And he himself seemed made for merriment, 

Merrily masking both in bower and hall. 

There was no pleasure nor delightful play 
When Astrophel so ever was away. 

For he could pipe, and dance, and carol sweet ; 
Emongst the shepherds in their shearing feast : 

As summer's lark that with her song doth greet 
The dawning day, forth coming from the East. 

And lays of love he also would compose. 

Thrice happy she 1 whom he to praise did choose. 


ft 1 t if i ijifiiitj^^^ft^ % i i i i f a i $ t f % $ f 


r* i i t i\^t 'i t 1. ♦ V$ 1 » i i i * f f\ f t t i t i i % t % 




As TJlOPJfEL, A PASTORAL ElEGY. 253 


■’i- "><■ 'H: “X' "X 'V 'K 'K 'X-X'X.'-'S.' X x X'X 'X'XX: X 


Full many maidens often did him woo, 

Them to vouchsafe, emongst his rhymes to name ; 

Or make for them, as he was wont to do. 

For her that did his heart with love inflame ; 

For which they promised to dight for him, 

Gay chaplets of flowers and garlands trim. 

And many a nymph, both of the wood and brook, 

Soon as his oaten pipe began to shrill ; 

Both crystal wells and shady groves forsook, 

To hear the charms of his enchanting skill : 

And brought him presents ; flowers, if it were prime ; 
Or mellow fruit, if it were harvest time. 

But he for none of them did care a whit ; 

Yet wood-gods for them oft sighed sore : 

Ne for their gifts unworthy of his wit. 

Yet not unworthy of the country’s store. 

For One alone he cared, for One he sighed 
His life’s treasure, and his dear love’s delight. 

Stella the fair I the fairest star in sky : 

As fair as Venus, or the fairest fair. 

A fairer star saw never living eye. 

Shot her sharp pointed beams through purest air. 

Her, he did love ; her, he alone he did honour ; 

His thoughts, his rhymes, his songs were all upon her. 
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To her, he vowed the service of his days ; 

On her, he spent the riches of his wit ; 

For her, he made hymns of immortal praise : 

Of only her ; he sang, he thought, he writ. 

Her, and but her, of love he worthy deemed : 

For all the rest, but little he esteemed. 

Ne her with idle words alone he vowed, 

And verses vain — yet verses are not vain : 

But with brave deeds, to her sole service VQwed ; 
And bold achievements, her did entertain. 

For both in deeds and words he nurtured was. 
Both wise and hardy — too hardy, alas ! 

In wrestling, nimble ; and in running, swift ; 

In shooting, steady ; and in swimming, strong : 
Well made to strike, to throw, to leap, to lift, 
And all the sports that shepherds are emong. 

In every one, he vanquished every one, 

He vanquished all, and vanquished was of none. 

Besides, in hunting such felicity 
Or rather infelicity, he found ; 

That every field and forest far away 

He sought, where savage beasts do most abound. 

No beast so savage, but he could it kill : 

No chase so hard, but he therein had skill. 
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Such skill, matched with such courage as he had, 
Did prick him forth with proud desire of praise ; 
To seek abroad, of danger nought y*drad. 

His mistress* name and his own fame to raise. 
What need, peril to be sought abroad ? 

Since round about us, it doth make abode. 

It fortuned as he, that perilous game 
In foreign soil pursued, far away ; 

Into a forest wide and waste, he came, 

Where store he heard to be of savage prey. 

So wide a forest and so waste as this. 

Nor famous Ardenne, nor foul Arlo is. 

There his well-woven toils and subtle trains 
He laid, the brutish nation to enwrap : 

So well he wrought with practice and with pains, 
That he of them, great troops did soon entrap. 
Full happy man ! misweening much, was he ; 

So rich a spoil within his power to see. 

Eftsoons, all heedless of his dearest hale. 

Full greedily into the herd he thrust 
To slaughter them and work their final bale. 

Lest that his toil should of their troops be burst. 
Wide wounds emongst them, many one he made ; 
Now with his sharp boar spear, now with his blade. 
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His care was all, how he them all might kill; 
That none might *scape, so partial unto none. 

Ill mind ! so much to mind another’s ill, 

As to become unmindful of his own. 

But pardon that unto the cruel skies, 

That from himself to them, withdrew his eyes. 

So as he raged emongst that beastly rout ; 

Acme! beast of roost accursed brood, 

Upon him turned — despair makes cowards stj^ut ; 
And with fell tooth, accustom^ to blood, 
Launched his thigh with so mischievous might, 
That it both bone and muscle riv^d quite. 

So deadly was the dint, and deep the wound, 

And so huge streams of blood thereout did flow ; 

That he endured not the direful stound 

But on the cold dear earth, himself did throw. 

The whiles the captive herd his nets did rend. 

And having none to let ; to wood did wend. 

Ah, where were ye this while, his shepherd peers ? 
To whom alive was nought so dear as he. 

And ye fair maids, the matches of his years ! 
Which in his grace, did boast you most to be ? 
And where were ye, when he of you had need. 

To stop his wound that wondrously did bleed ? 
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Ah, wretched boy 1 the shape of drearihead 1 
And sad ensample of man's sudden end 1 
Full little faileth, but thou shalt be dead ; 
Unpitied, unplained of foe or friend : 

Whilst none is nigh, thine eyelids up to close ; 
And kiss thy lips like faded leaves of rose. 

A sort of shepherds suing of the chase. 

As they the forest ranged on a day ; 

By fate or fortune came unto the place. 

Whereas the luckless boy yet bleeding lay. 

Yet bleeding lay, and yet would still have bled, 
Had not good hap those shepherds thither led. 

They stopped his wound — ^too late to stop, it was» 
And in their arms then softly did him rear : 

Tho, as he willed, unto his lov^d lass, 

His dearest love, hini dolefully did bear. 

The dolefurst bier that ever man did see 
Was Astrophel, but dearest unto me. 

She, when she saw her love in such a plight, 
With curdled blood and filthy gore deformed ; 
That wont to be with flowers and garlands dight, 
And her dear favours dearly well adorned. 

Her face, the fairest face that eye might see, 

She likewise did deform, like him to be. 
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Her yellow locks that shone so bright and long, 
As sunny beams in fairest summer's day ; 

She fiercely tore : and with outrageous wrong, 
From her red cheeks, the roses rent away. 

And her fair breast, the treasury of joy ; 

She spoiled thereof, and fill^ with annoy. 

His pallid face, impictur^d with death ; 

She bathed oft with tears and dri^d oft : 

And with sweet kisses, sucked the wasting breath 
Out of his lips, like lilies pale and soft. 

And oft she called to him, who answered nought ; 
But only by his looks did tell his thought. 

The rest of her impatient regret 

And piteous moan, the which she for him made ; 

No tongue can tell, nor any forth can set : 

But he whose heart, like sorrow did invade. 

At last, when pain his vital powers had spent. 
His wasted life her weary lodge forewent. 

Which when she saw, she stayed not a whit, 

But after him, did make untimely haste : 
Forthwith her ghost out of her corps did flit, 

And followed her mate, like turtle chaste. 

To prove that death, their hearts cannot divide ; 
Which living were in love so firmly tied. 
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The gods, which all things see, this same beheld. 
And pitying this pair of lovers true ; 

Transformed them, there lying on the field, 

Into one flower that is both red and blue. 

It first grows red, and then to blue doth fade ; 

Like Astrophbl, which thereinto was made. 

And in the midst thereof a star appears, 

As fairly formed as any star in sky ; 

Resembling Stella in her freshest years, 

Forth darting beams of beauty from her eyes : 

And all the day it standeth full of dew. 

Which is the tears that from her eyes did flow. 

That herb of some, “ Starlight ” is called by name ; 
Of others Penthiat though not so well : 

But thou wherever thou dost find the same, 

From this day forth do call it Astrophel, 

And whensoever thou it up dost take ; 

Do pluck it softly, for that shepherd's sake. 

Hereof when tidings far abroad did pass. 

The shepherds all which lov^d him full dear— 

And sure, full dear of all he lov^d was — 

Did thither flock to see what they did hear. 

And when that piteous spectacle they viewed. 

The same with bitter tears they all bedewed. 
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And evety one did make exceeding moan, 

With inward anguish and great grief opprest ; 

And every one did weep and wail and moan, 

And means devised to show his sorrow best. 

That from that hour since first on grassy green, 
Shepherds kept sheep ; was not like mourning seen. 

But first his sister that Clorinda hight, 

The gentlest shepherdess that lives this day ; 

And most resembling both in shape and sprite^ 

Her brother dear, began this doleful lay. 

Which lest I mar the sweetness of the verse, 

In sort as she it sung, 1 will rehearse. 


Yb me 1 to whom shall I, my case complain, 
That may compassion my impatient grief ? 

Or where shall I unfold my inward pain 
That my enriven heart may find relief? 
unto the heavenly powers it show, 

Or unto earthly men that dwell below ? " 

** To heavens ! Ah, they, alas, the authors were 
And workers of my unremWied woe ; 

For they foresee what to us happens here, 

And they foresaw, ^'Ct suffered this be so. 

From them comes good, from them comes also ill ; 
That which they made, who can them warn to spill ? ' 



Shall I 
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** To men ! Ah, they, alas, like wretched be 
And subject to the heaven’s ordinance ; 

Bound to abide whatever they decree. 

Their best redress, is their best sufferance. 

How then can they, like wretched, comfort me ? 
The which no less, need comforted to be.” 

** Then to myself, will I my sorrow mourn, 

Sith none alive like sorrowful remains ; 

And to myself, my plaints shall back return, 

To pay their usury with doubled pains. 

The woods, the hills, the rivers shall resound 
The mournful accent of my sorrow’s ground.” « 

** Woods, hills and rivers now are desolate ; 

Sith he is gone the which them all did grace : 

And all the fields do wail their widow-state ; 

Sith death, their fairest flower did late deface. 

The fairest flower in field that ever grew. 

Was Astrophbl: that ‘was,’ we all may rue,” 

” What cruel hand of cursed foe unknown. 

Hath cropped the stalk which bore so fair a flower ? 
Untimely cropped, before it well were grown, 

And clean defaced in untimely hour. 

Great loss to all that ever him see, 

Great loss to all, but greatest loss to me.” 
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** Break now your garlands, O ye shepherds' lasses ! 
Sith the fair flower, which them adorned, is gone : 
The flower, which them adorned, is gone to ashes. 
Never again let lass put garland on. 

Instead of garland, wear sad cypress now ; 

And bitter elder, broken from the bough." 

*' Ne ever sing the love- lays which he made ; 
Whoever made such lays of love as he ? 

Ne ever read the riddles, which he said 
Unto yourselves, to make you merry glee. 

Your merry glee is now laid all abed, 

Your merry-maker now, alas ! is dead." 

** Death ! the devourer of all world's delight, 

Hath robbed you, and reft from me my joy ; 

Both you and me and all the world, he quite 
Hath robbed of joyance ; and left sad annoy. 

Joy of the world I and shepherds' pride was he : 
Shepherds hope never, like again to see." 


** Oh, Death I that hast us of such riches reft, 

Tell us at least, What hast thou with it done ? 

What is become of him, whose flower here left ; 
la but the shadow of his likeness gone. 

Scarce like the shadow of that which he was : 
Nought like, but that he, like a shade, did pass.*' 
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** But that immortal spirit, which was deckt 
With all the dowries of celestial grace ; 

By sovereign choice from th* heavenly quires select, 
And lineally derived from angels* race : 

O what is now of it become aread ? 

Aye me 1 can so divine a thing be dead ? ’* 

** Ah, no ! It is not dead, nor can it die ; 

But lives for aye in blissful Paradise : 

Where like a new-born babe it soft doth lie 
In bed of lilies, wrapped in tender wise : 

And compassed ^1 about with roses sweet, 

And dainty violets from head to feet." 

There, thousand birds, all of celestial brood, 

To him do sweetly carol day and night ; 

And with strange notes, of him well understood. 
Lull him asleep in angelic delight : 

Whilst in sweet dream, to him presented be 
Immortal beauties, which no eye may see." 

** But he them sees, and takes exceeding pleasure 
Of their divine aspects, appearing plain ; 

And kindling love in him above all measure 
Sweet love, still joyous, never feeling pain. 

For what so goodly form he there doth see. 

He may enjoy, from jealous rancour free." 
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There liveth he in everlasting bliss, 

Sweet spirit ! never fearing more to die : 

Ne dreading harm from any foes of his, 

Ne fearing savage beast's more cruelty. 

Whilst we here, wretches ! wail his private lack ; 
And with vain vows do often call him back." 

** But live thou there still happy, happy spirit 1 
And give os leave, thee here thus to lament : 

Not thee, that dost thy heaven's joy inherit ; ^ 

But our own selves, that here in dole are drent. 

Thus do we weep and wail, and wear our eyes. 
Mourning in others, our own miseries." 


Which when she ended had, another swain. 

Of gentle wit and dainty sweet device; 

Whom Astrophel full dear did entertain 
Whilst here he lived, and held in passing price : 
Hight Thbstylis, began his mournful toum, 
And made the Muses in his song to mourn. 

And after him, full many other moe. 

As every one in order loved him best ; 
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*Gan dight themselves t*express their inward woe 
With doleful lays unto the tune addrest. 

The which I here in order will rehearse, 

As fittest dowers to deck his mournful hearse. 


The mourning Muse <7/“ Thestylis. 

Omb forth ye nymphs t come forth ! forsake your 
watery bowers ! 

Forsake your mossy caves ; and help me to lament. 
Help me to tune my doleful notes to gurgling sound 
Of Liffey’s tumbling streams. Come let salt tears of ours, 
Mix with his waters fresh. O come let one consent 
Join us to mourn with wailful plaints the deadly wound 
Which fatal clap hath made, decreed by higher powers ; 

The dreary day in which they have from us yrent 
The noblest plant that might from East to West be found. 
Mourn ! mourn great Philip’s fall 1 mourn we his woeful end, 
Whom spiteful death hath plucked untimely from the tree ; 
While yet his years in dower did promise worthy fruit. 

Ah, dreadful Mars ! why didst thou not thy knight defend ? 
What wrathful mood, what fault of ours hath moved thee. 

Of such a shining light to leave us destitute ? 

Thou with benign aspect sometime didst us behold. 

Thou hast in Britons’ valour ta’en delight of old, 
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And with thy presence oft vouchsafed to attribute 
Fame and renown to us, for glorious martial deeds : 

But now their ireful beams have chilled our hearts with cold. 
Thou hast estranged thyself and deignest not our land : 

Far off to others now, thy favour, honour breeds ; 

And high disdain doth cause thee shun our clime, I fear. 

For hadst thou not been urroth, or that time near at hand ; 
Thou wouldst have heard the ciy that woeful England made: 
Eke Zealand’s piteous plaints, and Holland's toren hair 
Would haply have appeased thy divine angry miarl. 

Thou shouldst have seen the trees refuse to yield their shad 
And wailing to let fall the honour of their head. 

And birds in mournful tunes lamenting in their kind. 

Up from his tomb, the mighty Corineus rose, 

Who cursing oft the fates that this mishap had bred, 

His hoary locks he tare, calling the heavens unkind. 

The Thames was heard to roar, the Rhine, and eke the Meuse, 
The Scheldt, the Danow self this great mischance did rue : 
With torment and with grief, their fountains pure and clear 
Were troubled ; and with swelling ffoods declared their woes. 
The Muses comfortless, the nymphs with pallid hue ; 

The sylvan gods likewise came running far and near; 

And ail, with hearts bedewed, and eyes cast up on high, 

•• O help 1 O help, ye gods ! ” they ghastly ’gan to cry, 

** O change the cruel fate of this so rare a wight 

And grant that nature's course may measure out his age I " 

The beasts their food forsocdt, and trembling fearfully, 
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Bach sought his cave or den. This cry did them so fright. 
Out from amid the waves, by storm then stirred to rage. 
This ciy did cause to rise th’old father Ocean hoar. 

Who grave with eld, and full of majesty in sight, 

Spake in this wise, “ Refrain,” quoth he, “ your tears and 
plaints ! 

Cease these your idle words ! Make vain requests no more 1 
No humble speech nor moan may move the Axhd stint 
Of destiny or death. Such is His will that paints 
The earth with colours fresh, the darkest skies with store 
Of starry lights : and though your tears a heart of flint 
Might tender make ; yet nought herein will they prevail.” 

Whiles thus he said, the noble Knight, who ’gan to feel 
His vital force to faint, and death with cruel dint 
Of direful dart his mortal body to assail : 

With eyes lift up to heaven, and courage frank as steel ; 
With cheerful face where valour lively was exprest, 

But humble mind, he said, ” O LORD ! if ought this frail 
And earthly carcass have Thy service sought t*advance ; 

If my desire have been still to relieve th’opprest ; 

If Justice to maintain, that valour I have spent 
Which Thou me gav’st ; or if henceforth I might advance 
Thy name. Thy truth: then spare me, LORD! if Thou 
think best ; 

Forbear these unripe years I But if Thy will be bent, 

If that prefixed time be come which Thou hast set : 

Through pure and fervent faith. I hope now to be placed 
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in th'cverlasting bliss ; which with Thy precious blood 
Thou purchase didst for us." With that a sigh he fet, 

And straight a cloudy mist his senses overcast. 

His lips waxed pale and wan» like damask rose's bud 
Cast from the stalk ; or like in held to purple flower 
Which languisheth, being shred by culter as it past. 

A trembling chilly cold ran through their veins, which were 
With eyes brimful of tears to see his fatal hour : 

Whose blustering sighs at first their sorrow did declare ; 
Next, murmuring ensued ; at last they not forbeai; 

Plain outcries ; all against the heavens that enviously 
Deprived us of a sprite so perfect and so rare. 

The sun his lightsome beams did shroud, and hide his face 
For grief ; whereby the earth feared night eternally : 

The mountains eachwhere shook, the rivers turned their 
streams ; 

And th’air 'gan winter-like to rage and fret apace : 

And grisly ghosts by night were seen ; and fiery gleams 
Amid the clouds with claps of thunder, that did seem 
To rent the skies ; and made both man and beast afraid : 

The birds of ill presage this luckless chance foretold 
By demful noise ; and dogs with howling made man deem 
Some mischief was at band ; for such they do esteem 
As tokens of mishap ; and so have done of old. 

Ah, that thou hadst but heard his lovely Stblla plain 
Her grievous loss, or seen her heavy mourning cheer; 

Whilst she, with woe oppressed, her sorrows did unfold. 
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Her hair hung loose neglect about her shoulders twain : 

And from those two bright stars to him sometime so dear, 
Her heart sent drops of pearl ; which fell in foison down 
Twixt lily and the rose. She wrung her hands with pain 
And piteously 'gan say, My true and faithful pheerl 
Alas, and woe is mel why should my fortune frown 
On me thus frowardly to rob me of my joy ? 

What cruel envious hand hath taken thee away ; 

And with thee, my content, my comfort and my stay ? 

Thou only wast the ease of trouble and annoy : 

When they did me assail, in thee my hopes did rest. 

Alas, what now is left but grief that night and day 
Afflicts this woeful life, and with continual rage 
Torments ten thousand ways my miserable breast ? 

0 greedy envious heaven ! what needed thee to have 
Enriched with such a jewel this unhappy age ; 

To take it back again so soon ? Alas, when shall 

Mine eyes see ought that may content them, since thy grave 

My only treasure hides, the joy of my poor heart ? 

As here with thee on earth I lived, even so equal 
Methiuks it were, with thee in heaven I did abide ; 

And as our troubles all, we here on earth did part ; 

So reason would that there, of thy most happy state 

1 had my share. Alas, if thou my trusty guide 

Were wont to be : how canst thou leave me thus alone 
In darkness and astray ; weak, weary, desolate, 

Plunged in a world of woe — refusing for to take 
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Me with thee» to the place of rest where thou art gone ? " 
This said, she held her peace, for sorrow tied her tongue : 
And instead of more words, seemed that her eyes a lake 
Of tears had been, they flowed so plenteously therefrom : 
And with her sobs and sighs th*air round about her rung. 

If Venus when she wailed her dear Adonis slain, 

Ought moved in thy fierce heart, compassion of her woe: 

H is noble sister’s plaints, her sighs and tears emong ; 

Would sure have made thee mild, and inly rue her pain. 
Aurora half so fair, herself did never show ; 

When from old Tithon's bed. she weeping did arise. 

The blinded archer-boy, like lark in shower of rain, 

Sat bathing of his wings, and glad the time did spend 
Under those crystaJ drops which fell from her fair eyes ; 

And at their brightest beams him proined in lovely wise. 

Yet sorry for her grief, which he could not amend ; 

The gentle boy *gan wipe her eyes, and clear those lights : 
Those lights through which his glory and his conquests shine. 
The Graces tuckt her hair, which hung like threads of gold 
Along her ivory breast, the treasure of delights. 

All things with her to weep, it seemM did incline ; 

The trees, the hills, the dales, the caves, the stones so cold. 
The air did help them mourn, with dark clouds, rain and 
mist; 

Forbearing many a day to clear itself again : 

Which made them eftsoons fear the days of Pyrrha should 
Of creatures spoil the earth, their fatal threads untwist. 
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For Ph(EBUS* gladsome rays were wished for in vain, 

And with her quivering light Latona's daughter fair ; 

And Charles* Wain eke refused to be the shipman’s guide. 
On Neptunb, war was made by ^OLUS and his train. 

Who letting loose the winds, tost and tormented th'air. 

So that on every coast, men shipwreck did abide, 

Or else were swallowed up in dpen sea with waves : 

And such as came to shore were beaten with despair. 

The Medway’s silver streams that wont so still to slide, 
Were troubled now and wroth ; whose hidden hollow caves 
Along his banks, with fog then shrouded from man’s eye. 

Aye Philip ” did resound, aye “ Philip ” they did cry. 
His nymphs were seen no more, though custom still it 
craves, 

With hair spread to the wind, themselves to bathe or sport ; 
Or with the hook or net, barefooted wantonly 
The pleasant dainty fish to entangle or deceive. 

The shepherds left their wonted places of resort. 

Their bagpipes now were still, their lovely merry lays 
Were quite foigot ; and now their flocks, men might perceive 
To wander and to stray, all carelessly neglect : 

And in the stead of mirth and pleasure, nights and days 
Nought else was to be heard, but woes, complaints and 
moan. 

But thou, O blessdd soul I dost haply not respect 
These tears we shed, though full of loving pure affect ; 
Having afiixt thine eyes on that most glorious throne, 
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Where full of majesty » the high Creator reigns. 

In whose bright shining face thy joys are all complete, 
Whose love kindles thy sprite, where happy always one, 
Thou liv'st in bliss that earthly passion never stains ; 
Where from the purest spring the sacred nectar sweet 
Is thy continual drink : where thou dost gather now 
Of well-employed life, th*estimable gams. 

There Venus on thee smiles, ApoLLO gives thee place; 
And Mars in reverent wise doth to thy virtue bow, 

And decks his fieiy sphere, to do thee honour m5sU 
In highest part whereof, thy valour for to grace, 

A chair of gold he sets to thee, and there doth tell 
Thy noble acts arew ; whereby even they that boast 
Themselves of ancient fame, as Pyrrhus, Hannieul, 
SciPio and CiESAR, with the rest that did excel 
In martial prowess ; high thy glory do admire. 

All hail ! therefore, O worthy Philip immortal I 
The flower Sidney’s race, the honour of thy name. 
Whose worthy praise to sing, my Muses not aspire. 

But sorrowful and sad these tears to thee let fall : 

Yet wish their verses might so far and wide thy fame 
Extend, that Envy’s rage nor time might end the same. 
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j 4 pastoral Eclogue upon the death of Sir 
Philip Sidnet, Knight^ ^c. 


Lyoon. Colin. 


Lyeon. 



Olin ! well fits thy sad cheer this Sad 
stound, 

This woeful stound, wherein all things 
complain 


This great mishap, this grievous loss of ours. 


Hear'st thou the Grown ? How with hollow sound 


He slides away, and murmuring doth plain, 
And seems to say unto the fading flowers 


Along his hanks, unto the bardd trees ; 
Phillisides is dead. Up, jolly swain ! 


Thou that with skill canst tune a doleful lay ; 

Help him to mourn ! My heart with g^ef doth freeze ; 
Hoarse is my voice with crying, else a part 
Sure would 1 bear, though rude : but as 1 may, 

With sobs and sighs I second will thy song ; 

And so express the sorrows of my heart. 
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Colin. Ah Lycon ! Lycon I what need skill to teach 
A grieved mind pour forth his plaints ? How long 
Hath the poor turtle gone to school, weenest thou, 

To learn to mourn her lost make ? No, no, each 
Creature by nature can tell how to wail. 

Seest not these flocks ; how sad they wander now ? 
Seemeth their leader's bell, their bleating tunes 
In doleful sound. Like him, not one doth fail. 

With hanging head to show a heavy cheer. 

What bird, I pray thee, hast thou seen that prunes 
Himself of late ? Did any cheerful note 
Come to thine ears, or gladsome sight appear 
Unto thine eyes, since that same fatal hour ? 

Hath not the air put on his mourning coat, 

And testified his grief with flowing tears ? 

Sith then, it seemeth each thing to his power, 

I>oth us invite to make a sad consort : 

Come let us join our mournful song with theirs I 
Grief will indite, aral sorrow will enforce 
Thy voice ; and Echo will our words report. 

Lyeon. Though my rude rhymes, ill with thy verses 
That others far excel : yet will 1 force (frame, 

Myself to answer thee the best I can ; 

And honour my base words with his high name. 

But if my plaints annoy thee where thou sit 
In secret shade or cave ; vouchsafe, O Pan 1 
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To pardon me ; and hear this hard constraint 
With patience, while I sing ; and pity it. 

And eke ye rural Muses, that do dwell 
In these wild woods : if ever piteous plaint 
We did indite, or taught a woeful mind 
With words of pure affect, his grief to tell ; 

Instruct me now ! Now Colin then go on ; 

And I will follow thee, though far behind. 

Colin. Phillisidbs is dead I O harmful death ! 
O deadly harm ! Unhappy Albion I 
When shalt thou see emong thy shepherds all 
Any so sage, so perfect ? Whom uneath 
Envy could touch for virtuous life and skill ; 
Courteous, valiant, and liberal. 

Behold the sacred Pales 1 where with hair 
Untrusst, she sits in shade of yonder hill ; 

And her fair face bent sadly down, doth send 
A flood of tears to bathe the earth ; and there 
Doth call the heavens despiteful, envious ; 

Cruel his fate, that made so short an end 
Of that same life, well worthy to have been 
Prolonged with many years, happy and famous. 
The Nymphs and Oreades her round about 
Do sit lamenting on the grassy green ; 

And with shrill cries, beating their whitest breasts, 
Accuse the direful dart that Death sent out 
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To give the fatal stroke. The stars they blame ; 

That deaf or careless seem at their request. 

The pleasant shade of stately groves they shun. 

They leave their crystal springs, where they wont frame 
Sweet bowers of myrtle twigs and laurel fair ; 

To sport themselves free from the scorching sun. 

And now the hollow caves, where Horror dark 
Doth dwell, whence banished is the gladsome air 
They seek ; and there in mourning spend their time 
With vrailful tunes ; whiles wolves do howl and(4>ark. 
And seem to bear a bourdon to their plaint. 

Lyoon. Phillisides is dead ! O doleful rhyme I 
Why should my tongue express thee ? Who is left 
Now to uphold thy hopes, when they do faint ; 

Lycon unfortunate ? What spiteful fate ? 

What luckless destiny hath thee bereft 
Of thy chief comfort, of thy only stay ? 

Where is become thy wonted happy state 7 
Alas, wherein through many a hill and dale, 

Through pleasant woods, and many an unknown way. 
Along the banks of many silver streams, 

Thou with him yodest ; and with him did scale 
The craggy rocks of th’Alps and Appennine ? 

Still with the Muses sporting, while those beams 
Of virtue kindled in his noble breast ; 

Which after did so gloriously forth thine ? 
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But, woe is me, they now yquenched are 
All suddenly, and death hath them oppressed, 

Lo, father Neptune ! with sad countenance. 

How he sits mourning on the strond now bare 
Yonder ; where th'OcEAN with his rolling waves 
The white feet washeth, wailing this mischance, 

Of Dover cliffs. His sacred skirt about 

The sea gods all are set ; from their moist caves. 

All for his comfort gathered there they be. 

The Thamis rich, the Humber rough and stout, 
The fruitful Severn, with the rest ; are come 
To help their lord to mourn, and eke to see 
The doleful sight, and sad pomp funeral 
Of the dead corps passing through his kingdom ; 
And all their heads with cypress garlands crowned : 
With woeful shrieks salute him, great and small. 
Eke wailful Echo, forgetting her dear 
Narcissus, their last accents doth resound. 

Colin. Phillisides is dead I O luckless age 1 
O widow world 1 O brooks and fountains clear 1 
O hills 1 O dales ! O woods that oft have rung 
With his sweet carolling, which could assuage 
The fiercest wrath of tiger or of bear ! 

Ye sylvans, fawns and satyrs, that emong 
These thickets oft have danced after his pipe 1 
Ye Nymphs and Naiads with golden hair 
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That oft have left your purest crystal springs 
To hearken to his lays, that coulden wipe 
Away all grief and sorrow from your hearts ! 

Alas ! who now is left that like him sings ? 

When shall you hear again like harmony ? 

So sweet a sound, who to you now imparts ? 

Lo where engraved by his hand yet lives 
The name of Stella in yonder bay tree. 

Happy name * happy tree ! Fair may you grow^ 
And spread your sacred branch, which honour gives. 
To famous emperors ; and poets crown. 

Unhappy flock ! that wander scattered now. 

What marvel if through grief, ye woxen lean, 
Forsake your food, and hang your heads adown ? 
For such a shepherd never shall you guide ; 

Whose parting, hath of weal bereft you clean. 

Lycon. Phillisides is dead ! O happy sprite 1 
That now in heaven with blessed souls dost bide. 
Look down awhile from where thou sitt'st above, 
And see how busy shepherds be to indite 
Sad songs of grief, their sorrows to declare ; 

And grateful memory of their kind loVe. 

Behold myself with Colin gentle swain. 

Whose learned Muse thou cherisht most whilere, 
Where we thy name recording, seek to ease 
The inward torment and tormenting pain 
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That thy departure to us both hath bred ; 

Ne can each other’s sorrow yet appease. 

Behold the fountains now left desolate, 

And withered grass with cypress boughs bespread 1 
Behold these flowers which on thy grave we strew ! 
Which faded, show the givers* faded state ; 

(Though eke they show their fervent zeal and pure) 
W^hose only comfort on thy welfare grew. 

Whose prayers importune shall the heavens for aye. 
That to thy ashes, rest they may assure ; 

That leamedst shepherds honour may thy name 
With yearly praises ; and the nymphs alway, 

Thy tomb may deck with fresh and sweetest flowers ; 
And that for ever may endure thy fame. 

ColiXL The sun, lo, hastened hath his face to steep 
In western waves, and th’air with stormy showers. 
Warns us to drive homewards our silly sheep. 

Lycon 1 let’s rise, and take of them good keep. 

Virtnte summa ; ctfUra fortuna. 


L. B. 
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Elegy^ or Friend^s Passion 

for his Astrofhil. 

IFritfen upon the death of the Right 
Honourable Sir Philip Sidnei, 
Knighty Lord Governor 
of Flushing. 



S THBN, no wind at all there blew, 

No swelling cloud accloyed the air, 

The sky, like grass of watchet hue, 
Reflected Phcbbus’ golden hair ; 

The garnished tree no pendant stirred. 
No voice was heard of any bird. 


There might you see the burly bear, 

The lion king, the elephant. 

The maiden unicorn was there. 

So was AcT£ON*s hom6d plant : 

And what of wild or tame are found, 
Were couched in order on the ground. 
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Azxidbs* speckled poplar tree ; 

The palm that monarchs do obtain; 

With love juice stained, the mulberry. 

The fruit that dews the poet's brain ; 

And Phillis* Elbert there away 
Compared with myrtle and the bay : 

The tree that coffins doth adorn, 

With stately height threat'ning the sky, 
And for the bed of love forlorn. 

The black and doleful ebony : 

All in a circle compassed were 
Like to an amphitheatre. 

Upon the branches of those trees. 

The air> winged people sat, 

Distinguish^ in odd degrees ; 

One sort is this, another that. 

Here Philomel that knows full well 
What force and wit in love doth dwell. 

The sky-bred eagle, royal bird. 

Perched there upon an oak above ; 

The turtle by him never stirred. 

Example of immortal love. 

The swan that sings about to die ; 
Leaving Meander, stood thereby. 
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And that which was of wonder most, 

The Phcenix left sweet Araby ; 

And on a cedar in this coast, 

Built up her tomb of spicery. 

As I conjecture by the same, 
Prepared to take her dying flame. 

In midst and centre of this plot, 

I saw one grovelling on the grass ; 

A man or stone, I knew not what. 

No stone ; of man, the figure was. 

And yet I could not count him one. 
More than the image made of stone. 

At length I might perceive him rear 
His body on his elbows’ end : 

Earthly and pale with ghastly cheer, 
Upon his knees he upward tend ; 

Seeming like one in uncouth stound. 
To be ascending out the ground. 

A grievous sigh forthwith he throws. 

As might have tom the vital strings ; 
Then down his cheeks the tears so flows 
As doth the stream of many springs. 

So thunder rends the cloud in twain. 
And makes a passage for the rain. 


i i f f « 1 

t t f t 

i i i i 

t ♦ 1 

r ^ ^ 



‘ ^ 1 




‘’■"fro!:] Ak Eljigy for Astrophil. 283 



Incontinent with trembling sound, 

He woefully ’gan to complain ; 

Such were the accents as might wound, 
And tear a diamond rock in twain. 

After his throbs did somewhat stay, 
Thus heavily he ’gan to say. 

** O sun ! " said he, seeing the sun, 

** On wretched me, why dost thou shine ? 

My star is fallen, my comfort done ; 

Out is the apple of my eyen. 

Shine upon those possess delight. 

And let me live in endless night I ** 

** O grief 1 that liest upon my soul, 

As heavy as a mount of lead ; 

The remnant of my life control, 

Consort me quickly with the dead ! 

Half of this heart, this sprite and will. 
Died in the breast of Astrophil.'* 

** And you compassionate of my woe, 

Gentle birds, beasts, and shady trees ! 

I am assured ye long to know 
What be the sorrows me aggrieves ; 

Listen ye then to what ensu'th. 

And hear a tale of tears and ruth.** 
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“ You knew, who knew not Astrophil ? 
iThat I should live to say I knew, 

And have not in possession still !) 
Things known, permit me to renew : 
Of him you know, his merit such, 

I cannot say, you hear too much." 


“ Within these woods of Arcady, 

His chief delight and pleasure took : 

And on the mountain Partheny, 

Upon the crystal liquid brook. 

The Muses met him ever>' day ; 

That taught him sing, to write, and say.’ 


** When he descended down the mount, 

His personage seemed most divine; 

A thousand graces one might count 
Upon his lovely cheerful eyen ; 

To hear him speak, and sweetly smile; 
You were m Paradise the while.” 


A sweet attractive kind of grace ; 

A full assurance given by looks ; 

Continual comfort in a face, 

The lineaments of Gospel books. 

1 trow that countenance cannot lie, 
Whose thoughts are legible in the eye.** 
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** Was ever eye did see that face ; 

Was never ear did hear that tongue ; 

Was never mind did mind his grace ; 

That ever thought the travail long : 

But eyes and ears and every thought, 
Were with his sweet perfections caught/ 

** O GOD 1 that such a worthy man, 

In whom so rare deserts did reign ; 

Desired thus, must leave us then : 

And we to wish for him in vain. 

O could the stars that bred that wit. 

In force no longer fix^d sit.*' 

** Then being filled with learned dew, 

The Muses willed him to love : 

That instrument can aptly show, 

How finely our conceits will move. 

As Bacchus opes dissembled hearts. 

So Lovb sets out our better parts.'* 

“ Stella, a nymph within this wood, 

Most rare, and rich of heavenly bliss ; 

The highest in his fancy stood, 

And she could well demerit this. 

'Tis likely, they acquainted soon : 

He was a sun, and she a moon.*’ 
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“ Our Astkophil did Stella love. 

O Stella ! vaunt of Astrophil ! 

Albeit thy graces gods may move ; 

Where wilt thou find an Astrophil ? 

The rose and lily have their prime ; 
And so hath beauty but a time,** 

** Although thy beauty do exceed 
In common sight of every eye; 

Yet in his poesies when we read. 

It is apparent more thereby. 

He that hath love and judgment too, 
Sees more than any others do." 

** Then Astrophil hath honoured thee. 

For when thy body is extinct, 

Thy graces shall eternal be. 

And live by virtue of his ink. 

For by his verses he doth give 
To shortlived beauty aye to live.” 

** Above all others this is he, 

Which erst approved in his song 
That love and honour might agree, 

And that pure love will do no wrong. 
Sweet saints! it is no sin nor blame 
To love a man of virtuous name.** 
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** Did never love so sweetly breathe 
In any mortal breast before ? 

Did never Muse inspire beneath* 

A poet’s brain with finer store ? 

He wrote of love with high conceit ; 
And beauty reared above her height/* 

*' Then Pallas afterward attired 
Our Astrophil with her device. 

Whom in his armour heaven admired* 

As of the nation of the skies : 

He sparkled in his arms afar, 

As he were dight with fiery stars.** 

** The blaze whereof, when Mars beheld 
(An envious eye doth see afar) 

* Such majesty** quoth he* * is seld. 

Such majesty, my mart may mar. 

Perhaps this may a suitor be 
To set Mars by his deity.* *’ 

*Mn this surmise, he made with speed 
An iron can* wherein he put 
The thunders that in clouds do breed ; 
The flame and bolt together shut* 

With privy force burst out again ; 
And so our Astrophil was slain.** 
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His word, “ was slain/' straightway did move, 
And Nature's inward life-stnngs twitch, 

The sky immediately above. 

Was dimmed with hideous clouds of pitch. 

The wrastling winds, from out the ground 
Filled all the air with rattling sound. 

The bending trees expressed a groan. 

And sighed the sorrow of his fall ; 

The forest beasts made ruthful moan ; 

The birds did tune their mourning call, 

And Philomel for Astrophil, 

Unto her notes, annexed a ** phil/' 

The turtle dove with tones of ruth. 

Showed feeling passion of his death ; 

Methought she said 1 tell thee truth, 

Was never he that drew in breath, 

Unto his love more trusty found, 

Than he for whom our griefs abound." 

The swan that was in presence here. 

Began his funeral dirge to sing ; 

" Good things," quoth he, " may scarce appear ; 
But pass away with speedy wing. 

This mortal life as death is tried. 

And death gives life, and so he died." 
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The general sorrow that was made 
Among the creatures of kind» 

Fired the Phoenix where she laid* 

Her ashes flying with the wind. 

So as I might with reason see 
That such a Phoenix ne*er should be. 

Haply, the cinders driven about. 

May breed an offspring near that kind ; 

But hardly a peer to that, I doubt : 

It cannot sink into my mind 

That under branches e*er can be. 

Of worth and value as the tree. 

The eagle marked with piercing sight 
The mournful habit of the place ; 

And parted thence with mounting flight. 

To signify to Jove the case : 

What sorrow Nature doth sustain. 

For Astrophil, by Envy slain. 

And while 1 followed with mine eye 
The flight the eagle upward took ; 

All things did vanish by and by, 

And disappeared from my look. 

The trees, beasts, birds and grove were gone : 
So was the friend that made this moan. 
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This spectacle had hnnly wrought 
A deep compassion in my sprite ; 

My molten heart issued* methought, 

In streams forth at mine eyes aright : 

And here my pen is forced to shrink ; 
My tears discolour so mine ink. 
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yin Epitaph upon the Right Honourable 
Sir Philip Sidnet, Knight^ Lord 
Governor of Flushing. 



|0 PRAISE thy life or wail thy worthy death ; 
And want thy wit, thy wit pure, high, divine : 
Is far beyond the power of mortal line, 

Nor any one hath worth that draweth breath. 


Yet rich in 2eal, though poor in learning’s lore ; 
And friendly care obscured in secret breast, 

And love that envy in thy life supprest, 

Thy dear life done, and death hath doubled more. 


And I, that in thy time and living state, 

Did only praise thy virtues in my thought ; 

As one that seld the rising sun hath sought : 
With words and tears now wail thy timeless fate. 
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Drawn was thy race aright from princely line, 
Nor less than such (by gifts that Nature gave, 
The common mother that all creatures have) 
Doth virtue show, and princely lineage shine. 


A King gave thee thy name ; a kingly mind 
That GOD thee gave : who found it now too dear 
For this base world ; and hath resumed it near, 

To sit in skies, and 'sort with powers divine. ^ 


Kent, thy birthdays ; and Oxford held thy youth. 

The heavens made haste, and stayed nor years nor time ; 
The fruits of age grew ripe in thy first prime : 

Thy will, thy words ; thy words, the seals of truth. 


Great gifts and wisdom rare employed thee thence, 

To treat from kings, with those more great than kings. 
Such hope men had to lay the highest things 
On thy wise youth, to be transported thence. 


Whence to sharp wars, sweet Honour did thee call, 
Thy country’s love, religion, and thy friends : 

Of worthy men, the marks, the lives and ends ; 

And her defence, for whom we labour all. 


^ 1 ( « « 

1 » i f * f i t i i'i i ♦ ♦ • < 


y X X X X 

'♦'Vi 

^ t 1 » » 1 » 

1 ( f 1 » « 1 t 1 f 1 » 1 f 1 1 

t i t 

* * • f f 

‘i Vi'i » > 




»i»«] Epitaph vpon Sir P. Sidney. 293 




These didst thou vanquish shame and tedious age, 
Grief, sorrow, sickness and base fortune's might. 
Thy rising day saw never woeful night, 

But passed with praise from off this worldly stage. 


Back to the camp, by thee that day was brought 
First, thine own death ; and after, thy long fame ; 
Tears to the soldiers ; the proud Castilians’ shame ; 
Virtue expressed ; and honour truly taught. 


What hath he lost ? that such great grace hath won. 
Young years, for endless years ; and hope unsure 
Of fortune's gifts, for wealth that still shall 'dure. 

O happy race ! with so great praises run. 


England doth hold thy limbs, that bred the same ; 
Flanders, thy valour ; where it last was tried. 

The camp, thy sorrow ; where thy body died. 

Thy friends, thy want ; the world, thy virtue’s fame. 


Nations, thy wit ; our minds lay up thy love. 
Letters, thy learning ; thy loss, years long to come. 
In worthy hearts, sorrow hath made thy tomb ; 

Thy soul and sprite enrich the heavens above. 
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Knowledge her light hath lost; Valour hath slain her 
Knight : 

Sidney is dead 1 Dead is my friend ! Dead is the world's 
delight. 

Place pensive wails his fall, whose presence was her pride. 

Time crieth out *'myebb is come; his life was my springtide.*’ 

Fame mourns in that she lost the ground of her reports. 

Each living wight laments his lack, and all in sundry sorts. 

He was (woe worth that word !) to each well-thinking mind, 

A spotless friend, a matchless man, whose virtue ever shined : 

Declaring in his thoughts, his life, and that he writ ; 

Highest conceits, longest foresights, and deepest works of 
wit. 

He only like himself, was second unto none. 

Whose death (though life) we rue, and wrong, and all in 
vain do moan. 

Their loss, not him ; wail they, that fill the world with cries. 

'Death slew not him ; but he made death his ladder to the 
skies. 

I 

Now sink of sorrow 1, who live, the more the wrong. 

Who wishing death, whom death denies, whose thread is all 
too long; 

Who tied to wretched life, who looks for no relief. 

Must spend my ever-dying days in never-ending grief. 
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Heartsease and only I like parallels run on, 

Whose equal length keep equal breadth, and never meet in 
one: 

Yet for not wronging him, my thoughts, my sorrows* cell. 

Shall not run out; though leak they will, for likipg him so 
well. 

Farewell to you I my hopes, my wonted waking dreams. 

Farewell sometimes enjoy^ joy! Eclipsed are thy beams. 

Farewell self-pleasing thoughts! which quiet!!es8 brings 
forth. 

And farewell friendship's sacred league 1 uniting minds of 
worth. 


And farewell, meny heart I the gift of guiltless minds ; 

And all sports I which for life's restore, variety assigns. 

Let all that sweet is, void ! In me no mirth may dwell. 
Phiup, the cause of all this woe, my life's content, farewell I 

Now rhyme, the son of rage, which art no kin to skill ; 

And endless grief which deads my life, yet knows not how 
to kill : 

Go, seek that hapless tomb ! which if ye hap to find ; 

Salute the stones that keep the limbs that held so good a 
mind. 

FINIS. ^ 
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Sir Thomas More. 

Letter to his wife Alice on the 
burning of his barns. 


[Workt 1557. J 

Sir Thomas More was made Lord Chancellor of England 
in Michaelmas Term in the year of our Lord and 
in the 21 st year of King Henry the Eighth. And in 
the latter end of the harvest then nesct before, Sir 
Thomas More then Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster being returned from Cambray in Flanders 
(where he had been Ambassador for the King), tode 
immediately to the King at the Court at Woodstock : 
and while he was there with the King, part of his 
own dwelling house at Chelsea and all his bams 
there full of corn, suddenly fell on fire and were 
burnt and all the com therein, by the negligence of 
one of his neighbour’s carts that carried the com; 
and by occasion thereof, were divers of his next 
neighbours’ bams burnt also. Upon which news 
brought unto him to the Court, he wrote to the Lady 
his wife the letter following. 

C A Copy of the Letter. 

IsTRBSS Alice, in my most hearty wise I recommend 
me to you. And whereas 1 am informed by my son 
Heron of the loss of our bams and our neigh- 
bours' also, with all the com that was therein : 
albeit (saving GOD’s pleasure) it is great pity of 
so much good com lost, yet since it hath liked Him to send us 
such a chance, we must and are bounden not only to be 
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content but also to be glad of His visitation. He sent us all 
that we have lost : and since he hath by such a chance, taken 
it away again, His pleasure be fulfilled. Let us never grudge 
thereat, but take it in good worth; and heartily thank Him, as 
well for adversity as prosperity. And peradventure we have 
more cause to thank Him for our loss than for our winning. 
For His wisdom better seeth what is good for us than we do 
ourselves. 

Therefore 1 pray you to be of good cheer, and take all the 
household with you to church, and there thank GOD : both for 
that He hath given us and for that He hath taken from us, 
and for that He hath left us ; which if it please Him, He can 
increase when He will. And if it please Him to leave us 
yet less, at His pleasure be it. 

I pray you make some good ensearch what my poor 
neighbours have lost, and bid them take no though! therefore : 
for and I should not leave myself a spoon, there shall no poor 
neighbour of mine, bear no loss by any chance happened in 
my house. 

I pray you be with my children and your household merry 
in GOD. And devise somewhat with your friends, what way 
were best to take for provision to be made for com for your 
household, and for seed this year coming ; if you think it good 
that we keep the ground still in our hands. And whether ye 
think it good that we so shall do or not, yet I think it were 
not best suddenly thus to leave it all up; and to put away our 
folk off the farm, till we have somewhat advised us thereon. 
Howbeit if we have more now than ye shall need, and whi^ 
can get other masters ; ye may then discharge us of them. 
But I would not that any man were suddenly sent away, ive 
wot [knew] nerc whither. 

At my coming hither, I perceived none other, but that 1 
should tarry still with the King's Grace. But now 1 shall 
(I think) broause of this chance, get leave this next week *to 
come home and see you ; and then shall we further devise 
together upon all things, what order shall be best to take. 

And thus heartily fare you well with all our children, as ve 
can wish. At Wcmstock the third of September [1529], by 
Hie hand of 

Your loving husband 

Thomas Morb, Knif^t. 
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The Privy Council. 

A brief note of the benefits that grow to 
this Realm^by the observation of Fish 
Days : with a reason and cause 
wherefore the law in that 
behalf made^ is ordained. 

Very necessary to be placed in the houses of all' 
men, especially common Victuallers, 

Here heretofore, by the Queen’s most excellent 
Majesty, of her clemency and care conceived, for 
divers private benefits that might grow to her 
loving subjects, specially for the better maintenance 
of the Navy of this land ; hath with the consent 
of the whole state of her realm, caused to be made and 
fipblished sundry statute laws and proclamations for the 
Scpense [consumption] of fish and observation of Fish Days, 
with great penalties to be laid on the offenders ; that by the 
certain observation thereof, fishermen, the chiefest nurse for 
mariners, might the more be increased and maintained. 

The common sort of people contemning this Observation, to 
avoid the ceremony in times past therein used, and not 
certainly knowing the benefits thereby growing to the realm, 
nor remembering the penalties by the same laws appointed : 
do not only fall into the danger of the said laws : but the same 
hath caused a great decay to fishing ; whereby groweth many 
other great detriments to the commonwealth of this realm. 
For the better instruction therefore of such persons as for the 
benefit of their country will be persuaded; in this brief Table 
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is set down the punishment appointed for the offenders, the 
discommodities that happen to ^e realm by the said contempt, 
and the great benefit that might grow to the people by tne 
observation hereof; with the opinion that oughtto be conceived 
in the eating of fish at the days and times prescribed : being 
briefly set down as hereafter followeth. 


The Branches of tiu Statute. 

the fifth year of Her Majesty's most gracious 
HS reign, it was ordained that it should not be lawful 
m for any person within this realm to dtit any flesh 
upon any days then usually observed as Fish Days ; 
upon pain to forfeit £3 [ = £*30 of present money] for every time 
he offended, or suffer three months of imprisonment without 
bail or mainprise. 

And every person within whose house any such offence 
shall be done, being privy and knowing thereof and not 
effectually punishing or disclosing the same to some public 
officer having authority to punish the same; to forfeit for 
every such offence forty shillings. 

The said penalty being great, and many of the poor estate 
favoured by reason thereof ; but the offence thought necessaiy 
not to be left unpunished : the Queen’s Majesty, of her peat 
clemency, in the Parliament holden in the 34th year of b|r 
most gracious reign, hath caused the forfeiture for the eater 
to be but twenty shtllinpi; and for him in whose house it is 
eaten, but 138. 4d. — which being executed, will prove very 
damageable to the offenders. 

In the 27th year of Her Highness's reign, it was further 
ordained and remaineth still in force; that no innholder, 
vintner, alehouse-keeper, common victualler, commoti cook, 
or common table-keeper shall utter or put to sale upon any 
Friday, Saturday or other days appointed to be Fish Days, 
or any day in time of Lent, any land of flesh victuals; upon 
pi^ of forfeiture of £5 ; and shall suffer ten dnyf imprisonment 
without bail, mainprize, or remove, for every time so offending* 
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The Cause and Reason. 

Irst forasmuch as our country is for the most part, 
compassed with the seas; and the greatest force for 
defence thereof, under GOD, is the Queen Majesty's 
Navy of ships : for maintenance and increase of the 
said Navy, this law for abstinence hath been most carefully 
ordained, that by the certain expense [consumption'\ of fish, 
fishing and fishermen might be the more increased and the 
better maintained ; for that the said trade is the chiefest 
nurse not only for the bringing up of youth for shipping ; 
but ^at numbers of ships therein are used, furnished with 
sufficient mariners, men at all times in a readiness for Her 
Majesty's service in those affairs. 

The second cause is, for that many towns and villages 
upon the sea coasts are, of late years, wonderfully decayed, 
and some wonderfully depopulated ; which in times past, were 
replenished not only with fishermen and great store of shippings 
but sundry other artificers, as shipwrights, smiths, rope- 
makers, net-makers, sail- makers, weavers, dressers, carriers, 
and utterers of fish, maintained chiefly by fishing; that they 
hereby again might be renewed, the want whereof is and hath 
been the cause of great numbers of idle persons, with whom 
Hie realm is greatly damaged ; and this happeneth by reason 
of the uncertainty of the ^e of fish and the contempt which 
in the eating of fish is conceived. 

Furthermore, it is considered that the trade for grazing 
of cattle through the unlawful expense of flesh, is so much 
increased ; that many farmhouses and villages wherein were 
maintained great numbers of people, and by them the markets 
plentifully served with com and other victuals: are now 
utterly decayed and put down: for the feeding or grassing 
of beefs [oxen] and muttons [sheep] only. By means 
whereof the people which in such places were maintained, 
are not only made vagrant ; but also calves, hogs, pigs, geese, 
hens, chicKens, capons, eggs, butter, cheese, and such like 
thii||8, do become exceedingly scarce and dear; by want of 
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their increase in those places, so that the markets are not, 
nor cannot be served, as in times past it hath been done. 

Many other things for confirmation hereof might be spoken» 
as the great number of ships decayed which have been 
maintained by fishing; the wealth and commodity that 
fishing bringeth to this realm ; the cause that certain days 
and times for expense of fish must of necessity be observ^, 
grown by reason of the provision of flesh for the people's 
diet must be certainly provided: whereof the gentle reader 
shall be more at large instructed in a little book published 
to that effect, with sundry other arguments which for brevity 
are omitted. In hope the consideration hereof will be sufficient 
to persuade such persons as esteem more the benefit of their 
country than their own lust or appetite ; setting before 
their eyes the fear of GOD in obedience to the Prince's 
commandment: especially in such things as coficern the 
benefit of a commonwealth, considering Saint Paul saith, 

There is no power but of GOD. The powers," saith he, 

that be, are ordained of GOD : and those that resist 
these powers, resist the ordinance of GOD." 

It is further to be considered that there is no conscience 
to be made in the kind or nature of the meat being flesh or 
fish, as in times past a feigned ceremony therein was used ; 
neither is the meat concerning itself unlawful to be eaten at 
any time : but the use thereof is unlawful, being forbidden to 
eat by the Prince having power and authority from GOD, and 
done by the consent of the whole estate for a commonwealth; 
wherein obedience ought to be showed, not for fear of 
punishment only, as Saint Paul saith, but for conscience' 
sake, not esteeming the meat or the day but obedience 
to the law and benefit to our country and poor brethren. 
Remembering that the magistrate beareth not the sword 
for nought, but to take vengeance upon them that do evil. 
For Saint Paul saith further, **He that will live without fear 
of punishment must do well, and so shall he have praise for 
the same." 

And although fear of punishment will not reform such 
persons, as by affection conceived hath been addicted from 
the expense of fish and the observation of fish days : yet 
the femaid things considered, let obedience to their Prince 
and knefit to their countiy persuade them to bridle thetr 
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affectiohed lust for a small time; so shall they both see 
and feel the great benefits thereby growing, and escape the 
punishment for the offence appointed. 

And for that the commodities may in some part more 

[ >lainly appear, hereafter followeth an estimate of the beefs 
oxm] that were killed and uttered in the City of London 
and its suburbs for a year ; and what number of them 
might be spared in the said year, by one day’s abstinence 
[from flesh] in a week : by which also may be conjectured, 
what may be spared in the whole realm. 


estimate of what beefs [oxen] might 
be spared in a year ^ in the City of 
London^ by one day s abstinence 
\Jrom fiesK\ in a week, 

Irst. In the year are 52 weeks, for every week, 
seven days : in all, 365, The Lent, with Friday and 
Saturday in every week, and the other accustomed 
Fish Days, being collected together, extend to 153. 
So in the year there are 153 fish days and 211 flesh days, 
that is 58 flesh days more than fish days. 

So the year, being 52 weeks ; abate 7 for the time of Lent, 
wherein no beefs [oxen] ought to be killed: and there 
remaineth but 45 weeks. 

Then let us say there be threescore Butchers, that be 
freemen within the City ; and every Butcher to kill weekly, 
the one with the other, five beefs [oxen] apiece : the same 
amounteth to 13,500 beefs. 

The foreigners in the suburbs, and such as come out of 
the country to serve the markets in the City; as it is credibly 
affinned, kill and utter [seU^ in the City weekly, four times so 
many as the freemen : which amounteth to 54,000. 

So joining the beefs uttered by the freemen and foreigners 
&c. together ; they extend to 67,500. 
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If we will now know what number of beefs might be spared 
in a year, by one day's abstinence in a week: let us sav that 
in the week are five days accustomably served with nesh — 
for that Friday and Saturday by the law are days of abstinence 
—whereof one being taken away» the rest are but four. In 
like case, divide the said 67,500 into five parts ; and the fifth 
part spa^ by the fifth day's abstinence is 13,500. 


By this it is not meant that any more fish days should 
be ordained than there already are; but that Friday and 
Saturday might in better sort be observed : for that flesh victuals 
on those days, in most places, are as commonly spent as on 
flesh days ; and therefore may well be accounted for the 
expense of one flesh day. The due observation whereof 
would spare the number of beefs aforesaid or m<ire ; besides 
those things sold by the Poulterers; and other smsdl cattle, 
as calves, sheep and lambs innumerable, killed by the 
Butcher. 

Seen and allowed by the most Honourable Privy 
Council in the year of our Lord GOD 
*593 *594]* The 20th of March. 

AT LONDON. 

Printed for Henry Gosson and Francis Coules. 
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Sir Philip Sidney. 


Letter to bis brother Robert, then in 
Germany^ i8 October 1580. 


Sip Philip Sidney to his brother, Robert Sidney, 
who was the first Earl of Leicester of that 
familiar name. 

(A. Collins Letters 

This gossippy letter, dashed off in the greatest hurry, is a remarkable 
testimony to the breadth and depth of the writer’s natural and 
acquired attainments ; and to his most loving heart. Lord 1 how I 
have babbled ! ” Especially note his saying, ** 1 write this to you as 
one that, for myself have given over the delight in the world;” yet 
see how (like a true man) merry and loving is he to his only brother. 


My dear Brother, 



Or the money you have received, assure yourself 
(for it is true) there is nothing I spend so pleaseth 
me ; as that which is for you. If ever I have 
ability, you shall find it so : if not, yet shall not 
any brother living be better beloved than you, of me. 


I cannot write now to N. White. Do you excuse me ! 
For his nephew, they are but passions in my father ; which 
we must bear with reverence: but I am sorry he should 


return till he had the circuit of his travel ; for you shall 


never have such a servant, as he would prove. Use your own 


discretion 1 


For your countenance, I would (for no cause) have it 
diminished in Germany. In Italy, your greatest expense 
must be upon worthy men, and not upon householding. 
Look to your diet, sweet Robin ! and hold up your heart in 
courage and virtue. Truly, great part of my comfort is in 
you 1 I know not myself what I meant by bravery in you ; 
BO greatly you may see I condemn you. Be careful of 
yoimelf, and I shall never have cares. 

I have written to Master Savbll. I wish you kept still 
together. He is an excellent man. And there may, if you 
1 . 20 
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list, pass good exercises betwixt you and Master Nbvbll. 
There is great expectation of you both. 

For method of writing history, Bodbn hath written at 
large. You may read him, and gather out of many words, 
some matter. 

This 1 think, in haste. A Story is either to be considered 
as a Story; or as a Treatise, which, besides that, addeth 
many things for profit and ornament. As a Story, he is 
nothing, but a narration of things done, with the begin- 
nings, causes, and appendices thereof. In that kind, your 
meth<^ must be to have seriem temporum very exactly, which 
the chronologies of Mblancthon, Tarchagnora, Langubt 
and such others will help you to. 

Then to consider by that .... as you note yourself, 
Xenophon to follow Thucydides, so doth Thucyd^bs follow 
Herodotus, and Diodorus Siculus follow Xbnophon. So 
generally, do the Roman stories follow the Greek ; and the 
particular stories of the present monarchies follow the 
Roman. 

In that kind, you have principally to note the examples of 
virtue and vice, with their good or evil success ; the 
establishment or ruins of great Estates, with the causes, the 
time, and circumstances of the laws then written of ; the 
enterings and endings of wars ; and therein, the stratagems 
against the enemy, and the discipline upon the soldier. 

And thus much as a very historiographer. 

Besides this, the Historian makes himself a Discourser for 
profit ; and an Orator, yea, a Poet sometimes, for ornament. 
An Orator ; in making excellent orations, i re nata, which 
are to be marked, but marked with the note of rhetorical 
remembrances: a Poet; in painting for the effects, the 
motions, the whisperings of the people, which though in 
disputation, one might say were true— yet who will mark 
them well shall find them taste of a poetical vein, and in that 
kind are gidlantly to be marked — for though perchance, 
they were not so, yet it is enough they might be so. The 
last point which tends to teach profit, is of a Discoureer; 
which name 1 mve to whosoever speaks non smpHeUtr i$ 
fiictOt Mi do qimiUUihm ei eircnmtkmfiis fiuU: and that ielt 
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•which makes me und many others, rather note much with 
our pen than with our mind. 

Because we leave all these discourses to the confused trust 
of our memory ; because they be not tied to the tenour of a 
question : as Philosophers use sometimes, places; the Divine, 
in telling his opinion and reasons in religion ; sometimes the 
Lawyer, in showing the causes and benefits of laws; some- 
times a Natural Philosopher, in setting down the causes of 
any strange thing which the Story binds him to speak of ; 
but most commonly a Moral Philosopher, either in the 
ethic part, where he sets forth virtues or vices and the 
natures of passions; or in the politic, when he doth (as 
often he doth) meddle sententiously with matters of Estate. 
Again, sometimes he gives precept of war, both offensive 
and defensive. And so, lastly, not professing any art as 
his matter leads him, he deals with all arts ; which — ^because 
it carrieth the life of a lively example — it is wonderful 
what light it gives to the arts themselves ; so as the ^at 
Civilians help themselves with the discourses of the Historians. 
So do Soldiers ; and even Philosophers and Astronomers. 

But that I wish herein is this, that when you read any 
such thing, you straight bring it to his head, not only of 
what art ; but by your logical subdivisions to the next member 
and parcel of the art. And so — as in a table — be it witty 
words, of which Tacitus is full ; sentences, of which Livy ; 
or similitudes, whereof Plutarch : straight to lay it up in 
the right place of his storehouse — as either military, or more 
speci^ly defensive militaiy, or more particularly, defensive 
by fortification — ^and so lay it up. So likewise in politic 
matters. And such a little table you may easily make 
wherewith I would have you ever join the historicld part; 
which is only the example of some stratagem, or good 
counsel, or such like. 

This write 1 to you, in great haste, of method, without 
method : but, with more leisure and study — if I do not find 
some book that satisfies — I will venture to write more largely 
of it unto you. 

Master Savbll will, with ease, help you to set down such 
a table of remembrance to yourself; and for your sake I 
perceive he will do much; and if ever I be able, I will 
deserve it cxf him. One only thing, as it comes into 
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mind, let me remember you of, that you consider wherein the' 
Historian excelieth, and that to note : as Dion Nicjeus in 
the searching the secrets of government ; Tacitus, in the 
pithy opening of the venom of wickedness; and so of the 
rest. 

My time — exceedingly short — ^will suffer me to write no 
more leisurely. Stephen can tell you who stands with me, 
while I am writing. 

N ow, dear brother ! take delight likewise in the mathe- 
roaticals. Master Savell is excellent in them. I think you 
understand the sphere. If you do, 1 care little for any more 
astronomy in you. Arithmetic and Geometry, I would wish 
you well seen in : so as both in matter of number and 
measure, you might have a feeling and active judgment. 1 
would you did bear the mechanical instruments, ^^(herein the 
Dutch excel. 

1 write this to you as one, that for myself have given over 
the delight in the world ; but wish to you as much, if not 
more, than to myself. 

So you can speak and write Latin, not barbarously; 1 
never require great study in Ciceronianism, the chief abuse 
of Oxford, qui dwn verba sectantur, res ipsas 

My to^-ful books I will send — with GOD’s help — by 
February [1581] ; at which time you shall have your money. 
And for £zoo [nearly £2,000 at the present day] a year, 
assure yourself ! If the estates of England remain, you shall 
not fail of it. Use it to your best proht! 

My Lord of Leicester sends you £40, as I understand, by 
Stephen; and promiseth be will continue that stipend 
yearly at the least. Then that is above commons. In any 
case, write largely and diligently unto him : for, in truth, 1 
have good proof that he means to be every way good unto 
you. The odd £30 shall come with the £100, or else my 
mther and 1 will jarle. 

Now, sweet Brother, take a delight to keep and increase 
your music. You will not believe what a want I find of itt 
m my melancholy times. 

At horsemanship; when you exercise it, read Crisom 
Claudio, and a bcmk that is called La Gloria ie P Cavatto 
whhal s that you may join the thorough contemplation of it 
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with the exercise: and so shall you profit more in a month, 
than others in a year. And mark the bitting, saddling, and 
cur[ry]ing of horses. 

I would, by the way, your Worship would learn a better 
hand. You \mte worse than I : and I write evil enough. 
Once again, have a care of your diet ; and consequently of 
your complexion. Remember gratior est veniem in pulchro 
corpore viritis. 

Now, Sir, for news ; I refer myself to this bearer. He can 
tell you how idly we look on our neighbour's fires : and 
nothing is happened notable at home; save only Drake’s 
return. Of which yet, 1 know not the secret points : but 
about the world he hath been, and rich he is returned. 
Portugal, we say, is lost. And to conclude, my eyes are 
almost closed up, overwatched with tedious business. 

God bless you, sweet Boy I and accomplish the joyful hope 
1 conceive of you. Once again commend me to Master 
Nbvell, Master Savell, and honest Harry Whiter and 
bid him be merry. 

When you play at weapons ; I would have you get thick 
caps and bracers [gloves], and play out your play lustily ; for 
indeed, ticks and dalliances are nothing in earnest : for the 
time of the one and the other greatly differs. And use as 
well the blow as the thrust. It is good in itself ; and besides 
increaseth your breath and strength, and will make you a 
strong man at the tourney and barriers. First, in any case, 
practise the single sword ; and then, with the dag^r. Let 
no day pass without an hour or two of such exercise. The 
rest, study; or confer diligently: and so shall you come home 
to my comfort and credit. 

Lord I how I have babbled ! Once again, farewell, dearest 
Brother 1 

Your most loving and careful brother 

IiiiLiP Sidney. 


At Leicester House 
this 18th of October 1580. 
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Vice - Admira} Sir 


John Mennis 


or 

Rev. James Smith. 
Phillai>a flouts me. 



|H ! WHAT a pain is love» 
How shall I bear it ? 

She will inconstant prove, 

I greatly fear it. 

She so torments my mind, 
That my strength faileth ; 
And wavers with the wind, 
As a ship that saileth. 
Please her the best I may. 
She looks another way 
Alack and well a day ! 
PHILLADA flouts me. 


(JFf/ Rettfi9>ed.\ 


All the fair, yesterday. 

She did pass by me ; 

She lookt another way. 

And would not spy me. 

I wooed her for to dine. 

But could not get her. 

Will had her to the wine : 
He might entreat her. 

With Daniel she did dance. 
On me she lookt askance. 

O thrice unhappy chance I 
Phillaoa floats me. 



Philt.ada flouts 'me. 
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Fair maid 1 be not so coy. 

Do not disdain me 1 
I am my mother’s joy. 

Sweet 1 entertain me. 

She’ll give me, when she dies. 
All that is fitting : 

Her poultry and her bees, 

And her geese sitting ; 

A pair of mattress beds. 

And a bag full of shreds. 

And yet for all these goods ; 
Phillada flouts me. 


She hath a clout of mine, 
Wrought with good Coventry f 
Which she keeps for a sign 
Of my fidelity. 

But i’ faith, if she flinch, 

She shall not wear it : 

To Tibb my t’other wench, 

I mean to bear it. 

And yet it grieves my heart, 

So soon from her to part ; 
Death strikes me with his dart. 
Phillada flouts me. 


Thou shalt eat curds and cream 
All the year lasting ; 

And drink the ciystal stream 
Pleasant in tasting. 

Wig and whey Mdiilst thou burst. 
And ramble beny ; 

Pie-lid and pasty crust. 

Pears, plums and cherry. 
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PhILLADA flouts MX( 


Ui. 


Thy raiment shall be thini 
Made of a weaver’s skin ! 
Yet all’s not worth a pin. 
Phillada flouts me. 


Fair maiden ! have a care 
And in time take me. 

I can have those as fair; 

If you forsake me. 

For Doll the daiiymaid 
Laught on me lately ; 

And wanton Winifrid 
Favours me greatly. 

One throws milk on my clothes ; 
T’other plays with my nose. 
What wanton signs are those I 
Phillada flouts me. 


1 cannot work and sleep 
All at a season ; 

Love wounds my heart so deep, 
Without all reason. 

I 'gin to pine away 
With grief and sorrow; 

Like to a fatted beast 
Penned in a meadow. 

I shall be dead» I fear, 

Within this thousand year; 

And all for very fear 
Phillada flouts me* 
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A Narrative of all the proceedings in the 
Draining of the Great Levels ^c. 


N the 43rd year of Queen Elizabeth — an Act 
was made to encourage any that 43 a/m. ' 
would undertake the draining of the said Great 
Level : which was attempted in several parts ; 
by Carril for the draining of Thomey, by 
Cocking and others for Londoners’ Fens — 
which Were both gained, and lost again. 

In the third year of King Jambs — the whole 
was attempted to be drained by Sir John Popham Knight, 
Chief Justice ; Sir Thomas Fleming, Chief Baron ; 3 7^- 
Sir William Rumnby, Knight and Alderman of London; 
and John Eldrbd citizen of London ; who were to have had 
for their recompense 130,000 acres ; who did proceed, but 
could not effect that work. 

In the i6th year of King Jambs — Sir William Ayloppb 
Knight and Anthony Thomas Esquire became 7 ^^ 
Un&rtakers to drain the said Level, and were to have had 
two thirds of some, and one half of other grounds for their 
recompense : but this draining was without success. 

Afterwards— King James himself, by a Law of Sewers 
was declared Undertaker for the draining the cunbridg* 
whole ; and was to have had for his recompense 
zao,ooo acres ; but this attempt likewise failed. >97^ * 

In the 6th year of King Charles the First (of blessed 
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memory) — the Commissioners of Sewers for the said Great 
Level and parts adjacent; did agree with Sir 

«• Cornelius Veriiuyden to undertake the draining 
the said Level ; who was to have had for his recompense 
95,000 acres : but nothing was done ; in respect of his being 
an alien. 

After in the said 6th year of King Charles — ^the then 
Commissioners of Sewers for the said Great Level and parts 
Ian. 6. adjacent; did make it their request to Francis, 
t«r. I. Qf Bedford to undertake the said work: 

who was to have for his recompense 95,000 acres ; whereof 
the said King was to have 12,000 acres for his Royal assent 
to that law, and concurrence to an Act of Parliament. 

In pursuance whereof, the said Earl undextoqjc this great 
and hazardous work : and for his assistance therein, and by 
an Indenture consisting of fourteen parts; Dated 27 Februaiy 
[1632] 7 Car. he took in divers Adventurers and Par- 
ticipants with him ; who adventured for these several shares 
following, VIZ, 

The said Francis, Earl of Bedford ; for three whole 
shares or lots, of 4,000 acres to each lot. 

Oliver, Earl of Bolingbroke; for one lot, of 4,000 
acres. 

Edward, Lord Gorges ; for one. 

Sir Robert Heath Knight, for one. 

Sir Miles Sandys Knight and Baronet, for two. 

Sir William Russell Knight and Baronet, for two. 

Sir Robert Bevill Knight, for one. 

Sir Thomas Terringham Knight, for two. 

Sir Philibert Pernatt, for one. 

William Sams, Doctor at Law, for one. 

Anthony Hamond Esq., for two. 

Samuel Spalding Gent., for one. 

Andrew Burwell Gent., for one. 

Sir Robert Lovet Knight, for one. 

In all twenty lots, each of 41000 acres, divided between tlie 
said fourteen parties. 
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In and by which said Indenture, amongst other things, it 
is agreed as followeth. 

That if any one of the aforesaid parties or their assigns, 
after notice, should fail in the paytnent of such money as 
from time to time should be imposed on them in pursuance 
of the said Indenture for the carrying on the said work ; 
that then it should be lawful to and for the rest of the said 
parties or their assigns to supply the same, or to admit 
some other person or persons to have the share of such 
defaulture, paying the sum \then'\ imposed on the said 
share : and that all such parties as aforesaid by himself 
or his assigns so failing; shall be wholly excluded and for 
ever debarred from demanding or receiving all or any 
such sum or of money, as any such person or persons 
had formerly disbursed for and towards the said work. 

After the executing of the said fourteen-part Indenture; 
divers of those Participants did assign and conveyed unto 
other persons several proportions of their Shares and Ad- 
ventures, by them undertaken by the said Indenture. 

By virtue of this Agreement, the said Adventurers and 
their assigns proceeded so far in this hazardous adventure ; 
that after an expense of ^100,000 therein, it was » car. 

[in 1636] adjudged drained, at Peterborough. 

And in October [1637], the 13th year of the said King 
Charles — by a Law of Sewers made at Saint Ives, «3 car. 
the said 95,000 acres were set out by description and 
boundaries therein mentioned; where and how this 95,000 
acres should be taken out of each parish or landowner’s land 
in the whole Level; according to which setting forth, the 
whole 95,000 was thus divided and allotted. 

First, 12,000 acres thereof, for the said late King 
Charles. 

And 80,000 acres thereof, were divided into twenty lots, 
each lot containing 4,000 acres ; which were divided 
amongst the aforesaid parties to the fourteen-part 
Deed and their assigns, as aforesaid. 

And 3,000 acres did remain to be disposed of at the 
pleasure of the Adventurers. 
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In pursuance of this Law, a great part of the 95,000 acres 
was divided from the country: and some of the said 
Adventurers had possession of some parts of their several 
proportions; but had no conveyances of the same and 
received but little rent. 

For that by a Law of Sewers made at Huntingdon in [1638) 
14 c«r. the 14th year of the said King Charles ; upon 
complaint that the said Level was not perfectly drained — 
The said King Charles (of happy memory) was declared 
Undertaker to drain the same, inter alia, and to have for his 
recompense, not only the 95,000 acres set out unto the said 
Earl, but also 57,000 acres more out of the same lands and 
parishes within the said Level : and the said Earl and his 
Participants were to have had 40,000 acres of the said 95,000 
acres freed from taxes for their charges expeq^ed; which 
would have been of more advantage to them than the whole 
95,000 acres on the terms they have it. 

After which Law, the inhabitants of the country did 
re-enter upon the said 80,000 acres and 3,000 acres ; part of 
the said 95,000 acres : and the said King continued in the 
possession of the said 12,000 acres. 

But about the year 1641, his Majesty gave over his 
1641. Undertaking : and soon after the whole Level 
became drowned : and then the country entered upon the 
said 12,000 acres also, and kept the whole in their own 
possession. 

In this condition, the said Level returned to be as badly 
drowned as ever before: with the loss of ^100,000 to the said 
Earl and his Participants. 

Afterwards a Parliament having been called in the year 
i64o^the said Earl and his Participants or their Assigns did 
petition the said Parliament : that they would empower the 
said Earl to go on and perfect the aforesaid work ; and in 
1641, their case was committed [referred to a Committee]* 
But the said Earl dying about the said year, and the late 
unhappy wars being then begun; there was for some time a 
9 top to the prosecution of the said Act, till about 1646. 
When William, now Earl of Bedford, son and heir of toe 
said Francis; the Honourables John and Edward Russbll* 
bfuthers to the said William, fiarl of Bedford ; Sir Mu3E 
Sandys, Sir John Marsham; Anthony Hamond; and 
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Robert Henley Esquires, and others, in numbers and 
interest the greatest part concerned in the said 83,000 acres ; 
did address themselves to the Parliament then sitting, that 
they might be empowered by an Act to prosecute the said 
work of Draining, for the recovery of that vast and lost 
countiy: which Act — after several hearings of all parties 
before a Committee — ^was ready to be presented to the House 
of Lords ; but the late unhappy differences prevented for 
that time its further progress. 

Afterwards, about the year 1648 — the said William, Earl 
of Bedford, by the assistance of Sir Miles Samdys, Robert 
Henley Esquire, and divers others his said Participants ; did 
prosecute the obtaining of an Act of that pretended Parlia* 
ment, in order to the draining of the aforesaid Level. And 
after several hearings of all parties both of the Country and 
Adventurers before the Committee; an Act passed in the 
said pretended Parliament in May 1649. 

By colour of which pretended Act, the said Earl and his 
Participants did meet together in the prosecution of the 
aforesaid fourteen-part Indenture. Accordingly the Earl of 
Arundel, under whom Sir William Playter claims; Colonel 
John Russell and Edward Russell Esquires, brothers to 
the said Earl of Bedford ; Sir Miles Sandys, under whom 
Colonel Samuel Sandys claims; Sir John Hewett; Sir 
William Terringham ; William Dodson ; Sir John 
Marsham; Anthony Hamond and Robert Henley Esquires, 
and divers others interested in the said work of Draining; 
who had seven parts out of eight in the said 83,000 acres : 
finding themselves out of possession, did in June following 
resolve to raise money for carrying on the said work in 
prosecuting of the aforesaid fourteen-part Indenture; being 
enabled thereto — as the times then were — by the said 
pretended Act. 

But several pei^ns failin|[ in the due payment of their 
money, as aforesaid ; the said Earl with &e residue of his 
said Participants were necessitated about November [1649] 
following; either to admit some other persons in the room of 
those who failed to supply the payment of such money as 
was raised according to the said Agreement, or otherwise 
to lose the' whole. 

By which means, money being raised, the said work was 
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carried on till Lady Day 1653 ; and then the whole Level 
being adjudged drained, possession of the said 95,000 acm 
was gjven to them accordingly : and by virtue of an Act 
made in the Parliament begun the 25th of April z66o, it still 
continues. 

There are several banks, which together are above two 
hundred miles in length : seventy miles whereof are generally 
nine feet high and sixty feet wide at the seat or bottom; 
the rest generally five feet high and twenty-four feet wide at 
the seat. Besides, they have cut one navigable river twenty 
one miles long and one hundred feet broad : besides divers 
sewers and drains, altogether above four hundred miles in 
length, some forty feet, some thirty, some twenty, and none 
under twelve feet wide. Besides, they have made divers 
great and navigable sasses and sluices, and bridges. 

For the doing whereof, and in other expensdb and build- 
ings, and improving the said Level ; the said Earl and his 
Participants have expended at least £500,000; and it will 
yearly cost great sums to maintain it. 

This being the true state of the Case — as indifferent to all 
interests, and as an affectionate friend to the whole — I 
heartily wish and advise that all parties herein concerned, 
would so far recede from their own opinions and private 
interests, and — for the preservation of the whole — unani- 
mously submit all differences to the determination of the 
Parliament, or to such persons as they, in their wisdom, shall 
think fit : whereby the whole may be preserved, and all 
particular interests may receive justice according to the 
equity of their cause. 
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Mr. John Paige. 
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Daniel Sheldon Esquire. 
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Right Worshipful^ 



INCE my return home to my native country of England^ 
after a long and disconsolate captivity ; my friends 
and acquaintance, in our converse together, have been 

inquisitive into the state of that land in which I was 
21* 
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a^Hvaied : whose cunosify / endeavoured to satisfy. But 
reiaiions and accounts of things in thou parts were so strange and 
uncouth, and so different from those in the Western nations ; and 
withal, my discourses seeming so delightful and acceptable unto 
them : they very frequently called upon me to write what I knew of 
that island of Ceylon, and to digest it into a discourse, and 
make it more public. Unto which motion, 1 was not much un- 
willing ; partly that I might comply with the desires and counsels of 
my friends ; and chiefly, that I might publish and declare the great 
mercy of GOD to me, and commemorate, before all men, my singular 
deliverance out of that strange and pagan land : which — as often 
as I think of, or mention — I cannot but admire, ae^d adore the 
goodness of GOD towards me ; there being in it, so many notable 
footsteps of His signal providence. 

I had then by me several papers, which — during my voyage 
homewards from Bantam, at leisure times — I wrote concerning 
the King and the country ; and concerning the English there ; and 
of my escape : which papers I forthwith set myself to peruse and 
draw into a method ; and to add what more might occur to my 
thoughts of these matters. Which, at length, I have finished; 
contriving what I had to relate, under four heads. The first, 
concerning the country, and products of it. The second, concerning 
the King and his government. The third, concerning the inhabitants, 
and their religion and customs. And the last, concerning our 
surprise, detainment, and escape. In all which, I take leave to 
declare that I have written nothing but either what I am assured 
cf by my own personal knowledge to be true, and wherein I have 
borne a great, and a sad share : or what / have received from ike 
inhabitants tpemselves, of such things as are commonly known to be 
true among them. 

The hook being thus perfected; it required no long medUoKen 
unto whom to present it. It could be to none but yaurselvee, uiy 
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honoured Masters^ hy whose wisdom and success the Bast Indian 
parts of the world are now nearly as well knoum as the countries 
next adjacent to us. So that by your means, not only the wealthy 
hut the knowledge of those Indies is brought home to us. 

Unto your favour and patronage, therefore. Right Worshipful, 
I humbly presume to recommend these papers and the author oj 
them ; who rejoiceth at this opportunity to acknowledge the favours 
you have already conferred on him; and to profess that — next unto 
GOD — on you defend his future hofes and expectations. Being 
Right Worshipful, 

Your most obliged, and most humble 
and devoted servant to be commanded, 

Robert Knox. 

London. 

iHth March 1681. 


To the Right Worshipful the Governor, the Deputy 
Governor, and Four and Twenty “ Committees ” 
of the Honourable the East India Company, viz : 


Sir JosiAH Child Baronet, Governor. 
Thomas Papilion Esquire, Deputy. 


The Rt. Hon. George, Earl 
of Berkley. 

Sir Joseph Ashe Baronet. 
Sir Samuel Barnardiston 
Baronet. 

Mr. Christopher Boone. 
Mr. Thomas Canham. 


Colonel John Clerks. 

Mr. John Cudworth. 

John Dubois Esquire. 

Sir James Edwards Knight 
and Alderman. 

Richard Hutchinson 
E squire. 
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Mr. Joseph Herne. 

Mr. William Hedges. 

Sir John Lawrence Knight 
and Alderman. 

Mr. Nathaniel Letton. 

Sir John Moore Knight and 
Alderman. 

Samuel Moyer Esquire. 


Mr. John Morden. 

Mr. John Paige. 

Edward Rudge Esquire. 
Mr. Jeremy Sambrooke. 
Mr. William Sedgwick. 
Robert Thomson Esquire. 
Samuel Thomson Esquire. 
James Ward Esquire. 


Right Worsh/fful^ 

HA T I formerly presented you in writing, having in 
pursuance of your comtnands now somewhat dressed by 
the help of the Graver and the Printer ; / a second time 
humbly tender to you, *Tis, I confess, at best too mean 
a return for your great kindness to me. Yet I hope you will not 
deny it a favourable acceptance; since it is the whole return / 
made from the Indies after twenty years* stay there : having brought 
home nothing else but 

(who is also wholly at your sennee and commani) 
Robert Knox* 

London, 

1st of August i68x« 
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Nineteen Years* Captivity 


In the Kingdom of Conde Uda. 

BY 

Captain Robert Knox. 

Preliminary Chapter I. 

A ii^eneral description of the Island, 

Ow THIS island lies with respect unto the 
neighbouring coasts, I shall not speak at all, 
that being to be seen in our ordinary sea 
cards [charts] which describe those parts) ; 
and but little concerning the maritime 
parts of it, now under the jurisdiction of 
the Dutch : my design being to relate such 
things only that are new and unknown unto 
these European nations. It is the inland country therefore 
I chiefly intend to write of : which is yet a hidden land ; 
even to the Dutch themselves that inhabit upon the island. 
For I have seen among them a fair large map of this place ; 
the best 1 believe extant, yet very faulty. The ordinary 
maps in use among us are much more so. 1 have procured 
a new one to be drawn with as much truth and exactness as 
I could : and his judgment will not be deemed altogether 
inconsiderable, who had for twenty years travelled about the 
isdand, and knew almost every step of those parts : especially 
those that most want describing. 

1 begin with the sea coasts : of all which the Hollander 
is master. On the north end ; the chief places are Jaffnapatam 
and the island of Manaar. On the east side, Trincomalee 
and Batticalloe. To the south, is the city of Point de 
Qalle. On the west, the city of Colombo; so called from 
a tree, the natives call am6o,(wJhi^ bears the mango fruit) 
growing in that place, whichsoever bare fruit but only 
leaves, which in their language is co/a; and hence they 



3^8 The former Provinces of Cevlon. 

called the tree Coiambo : which the Christians, in honour 
of Columbus, turned to Colombo. It is the chief city on 
the sea coasts, where the Dutch Governor hath his residence. 
On this west side also are Negombo and Calpentyn. All 
these already mentioned are strong fortified places. There 
are besides many other smaller forts and fortifications : all 
which, with considerable territories ; to wit, all round 
bordering upon the sea coasts, belong to the Dutch nation. 

I proceed to the inland county, being that that is now 
under the King of Kandy. It is convenient that we first 
understand that this land is divided into ^eater or lesser 
shares or parts. The greater divisions give roe leave to 
call Provinces, and the lesser. Counties ; as resembling ours 
in England, though not altogether so big. 

On the north parts, lie the Province of Nuwerakalawe, 
consisting of five lesser divisions or counties : the Province 
also of Hotkorle, signifying Seven Counties ; it contains 
seven counties. 

On the eastward, is Matella, containing three counties. 
There are also lying on that side Tammaukadua, Bintenne, 
Vellas, Panowa. These are single counties. Oowah also, 
containing three counties : in this province are two and 
thirty of the King’s captains dwelling, with their soldiers. 

In the mid-land, within those already mentioned, lie 
Wallaponahoy, it sic^ifies ** Fifty holes or vales," which 
descri^ the nature of it, being nothing but hills and vallm 
— Poncipot, signifying ’‘Five hundred soldiers" — Qodcia- 
ponahoy, signifying Fifty pieces of diy land ” — Hevoi- 
hattay, signifying " Sixty soldiers " — Kottemalle — Horsepot 
I? Harasia Paitoo]^ "Four hundred soldiers"— Tunponahoy 
[? Tumpant ], " Three fifties" — Oodanowera, it signifies " The 
Upper City;" where I lived last, and had land — Yattenowera, 
" The Lower City," in which stands the royal and chief city 
Kandy. 

These two counties I last named, have the pre-eminence 
of all the rest in the land. They are most ^pulous and 
fruitful. The inhabitants thereof are the chief and principal 
men : insomuch that it is a usual saying among them, that 
" if they want a king, they mav take any man of either of 
these two counties mm tne jMOugh, and wash the dirt off 
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him ; and he— by reason of his quality and descent — ^is fit to 
be a king.” And they have this peculiar privilege ; that none 
may be their Governor, but one bom in their own country. 

These that follow, lie to the westward. Ooddaboolat — 
Dollosbage — Hotterakorle, containing four counties — Porta- 
loon — Tunkorle, containing three counties — Kottiaar. Which 
last, together with Batticalloe and a part of Tunkorle ; the 
Hollander took from the king, during my being there. 

There are about ten or twelve more unnamed; next 
bordering on the coast ; which are under the Hollander. 

All these Provinces and Counties, excepting six — Tam- 
mankadua, Vellas, Panowa, Hotterakorle, Hotkorle, and 
Nuwerakalawe — lie upon hills, fruitful and well watered : 
and therefore are they called in one word, Conde Uda; 
which signifies, ** On top of the hills ; ” and the king is 
styled, the King of Conde Uda. 

All these counties are divided, each from other, by great 
woods ; which none may fell, being preserved for fortifications. 
In most of them are Watches kept constantly; but in 
troublesome times, in all. 

The land is full of hills, but exceedingly well watered; 
there being many pure and clear rivers running through 
them : which falling down about their lands is a very great 
benefit for the country ^^in respect to their rice, their chief 
substance. These rivers are generally very rocky, and so 
unnavigable. In them are great quantities of fish ; and the 
greater, for want of skill in the people to catch them. 

The main river of all is called Maha villa Ganga; which 
proceeds out of the mountain called Adam’s Peak (of which 
afterwards). It runs through the whole land northward, and 
fidls into the sea at Trincomalee.. It may be an arrow’s 
flight over in breadth ; but not navigable, by reason of the 
many rocks and great falls in it. Towards the sea, it is full 
of alligators ; but among the mountains there are none at 
all. It is so deep that, except it be mighty dry weather, a 
man cannot wade over it; unless towi^s the head of it. 
Thqy use little canoes to pass over it: but there are no 
bridges built over it, it being so broad, and the stream in the 
time of rains — which in this country are veiy great — runs so 
high $ that they cannot make them ; neither if they could, 
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would it be permitted. For the King careth not to make his 
country easy to travel in; but desires to keep it intricate. 
This nver runs within a mile or less of the city of Kandy. 
In some places of it, it is full of rocks ; in others, clear for 
three or four miles. 

There is another large river [Kottemalle Oya] running 
through Kottemalle ; and falls into that before mentioned. 
There are divers other brave rivers that water the country ; 
though none navigable, for the cause above said. 

The land is generally covered with woods ; excepting the 
kingdom of Oowah, and the counties of Ooddabc^lat and 
Dollosbage, which are, naturally, somewhat clear of them. 

It is most populous about the middle ; least near about by 
the sea. How it is with those parts under the Hollander, 1 
know not. The northern parts are somewh^d sickly by 
reason of bad water. The rest are very healthful. 

The valleys between their hills are, many of them, 
quagmires : and most of them full of brave springs of pure 
water : which watery valleys are the best sort of land for 
their com, as requiring much moisture. 

On the south side of Conde Uda is a hill, supposed to be 
highest on the island, called in the Cingalese language 
Haroalell ; but by the Portuguese and the European nations, 
Adam’s Peak. It is sharp like a sugar loaf ; and has on the 
top a flat stone with the print of a foot, like a man’s but far 
bigger, being about two feet long. The people of the land 
count it meritorious to go and worship this impression : and 
generally about their new year, which is in March ; they-- 
men, women, and children — go up this vast and high 
mountain to worship. 

Out of this mountain arise many fine rivers, which 
run through the land ; some to the westward, some to the 
southward, and the main river — the Mahavilla Ganga before 
mentioned — to the northward. 

This kingdom of Conde Uda is strongly fortified by nature. 
For which way soever you enter into it ; you must ascend 
vast and high mountains, and descend little or nothing* 
The ways are manj^ ; but very narrow, so that but one can 
go abreast. The hills are covered with woods and great 
rocks, BO that it is scarcely possible to get up anywhere, but 
only in the paths. In all of which, there are Gates made of 
thorns— the one at the bottom, the other at the top of the 
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hills — and two or three men^always set to watch : who are to 
examine all that come and go, and see what they carry ; 
that letters may not be conveyed, nor prisoners or other 
slaves run away. These Watches, in case of opposition, are 
to call out to the towns near ; who are to assist them. They 
oftentimes have no arms, for they are people of the next 
towns: but their weapons to stop people, are to charge 
them in the King’s name; which being disobeyed, is so 
severely punished, that none dare resist. These Watches 
are but as sentinels to give notice ; for in case of war and 
danger, the King sends commanders and soldiers to lie here. 

The one part of this island differs very much from the 
other, both in respect of the seasons and the soil. For 
when the westwardly winds [the S.-JV. monsoon] blow, then 
it rains on the west side of the island; and that is the 
season for them to till their grounds : and at the same time, 
on the east side is very fair and dry weather, and the time 
of their harvest. On the contrary, when the east winds 
[the N.-E. monsoon] blow, it is tilling time for those that 
inhabit the east parts, and harvest to those on the west. 
So harvest is there, in one part or other, all the year long. 
These rains and this diy weather do part themselves about 
the middle of the land ; as oftentimes 1 have seen: there being 
on the one side of a mountain called Cauragas Hing, rainy 
and wet weather : and as soon as I came on the other side, 
diy and so exceeding hot, that I could scarcely walk on the 
ground ; being — as the manner there is — barefooted. 

It rains far more in the high lands of Conde Uda, than in 
the low lands beneath the hills. The north end of this 
island is much subject to diy weather. I have known it, for 
five or six years together, so diy, having no rain — and there 
is no other means of water but that ; there being but three 
springs of running water there, that I know or ever heard 
of — ^that they could not plough nor sow, and scarcely could 
dig wells deep enough to get water to drink ; and when they 
jgot it, its taste was brackish. At which time, in otheV 
parts, there wanted not rain : whither the northern people 
were forced to come and buy food. 

Let thus much suffice to have spoken of the countries, 
soil, and nature of this island in general. I will proceed to 
speak of the cities and towns in it; together with some 
other remarkable matters thereunto belonging. 
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Preliminary Chapter II. 

Concerning the chief cities and towns of this Island, 

N THIS island are several places where, they say 
formerly stood cities, and which still retain the 
name ; though little or nothing of building be now 
to be seen : but there are five cities now standing, 
which are the most eminent, and where the King 
hath palaces and goods ; yet even these — all of them, except 
that wherein his person is, — are ruined and fallen to decay. 

The first is the city of Kandy — so generally called by the 
Christians, probably from Conde, which in the Cingalese 
language signifies ** hills,** for among them it is<^ituated — 
but by the inhabitants called Hingodagul-newera, as much as 
to sav, The City of the Cingalese people ; ’* and Mauneur, 
signi^dng ‘‘ The chief or royal city.*’ This is the chief or 
metropolitical cityof thewhole island. It is placed in the midst 
of the island, inthe Province of Yattenowera; bravely situated 
for all conveniences, excellently well watered. The King’s 
palace stands on the east comer of the city, os is customary 
in this land for the King’s palaces to stand. This city is 
three square, like a triangle, but has no artificial strength about 
it: unless on the south side, which is the easiest and openest 
way to it, where they have long since cast up a bank of 
earth across the valley from one hill to another; which 
nevertheless is not so steep but that a man may easily go 
over it anywhere. It may be some twenty feet in height. 
In every way to come to tnis city, about two or three miles 
off from it, are Thom Gates and Watches to examine all that 
gp and come. It is environed around with hills. The jp^at 
river [the Mahavilla Ganga] coming down from Adam*8 Peak, 
runs within less than a mile of it, on the west side. 

It has oftentimes been burnt by the Portuguese in their 
former invasions of this island; together with the King’spalace 
and the temples. Insomuch that the King has been fain to pi^ 
them a tribute of three elephants ^ annum. The King left 
this city, about twenty years ago J|i.e. about 1660], and never 
since has come to it. So that it ui now quite gone to decay* 
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A second city is Nellembe Newera, lying in Ooddaboollat, 
south of Kandy, some twelve miles distant. Unto this, the 
King retired and here kept his Court, when he forsook Kandy. 

Thirdly. The city Alloot Newera, on the north-east of Kandy. 
Here this King was born. Here also he keeps a great store 
of com and salt, &c., against time of war or trouble. This 
is situated in the country of Bintenne ; which land I have 
never been at, but have taken a view of it from the top of 
a mountain. It seems to be a smooth land, and not much 
hilly. The great river [the Mahavilla Ganga] runneth through 
the midst of it. It is all over covered with mighty woods and 
abundance of deer: but much subject to dry weather and 
sickness. In these woods are a sort of wild people [The 
Veddahs, supposed to he the original race inhabiting Ceylon] 
inhabiting. 

Fourthly, Badoolla, eastward from Kandy, some two days* 
journey : the second city in this land. The Portuguese, in 
time of war, burnt it down to the ground. The palace here 
is quite mined : the pagodas only remain in good repair. 

This city stands in the kingdom or province of Oowah, which 
is a country well watered ; the land not smooth, neither the 
hills very high. Wood very scarce, but what they plant about 
their houses : but great plenty of cattle ; their land, void of 
wood, being the more apt for grazing. If these cattle be carried 
to any other parts in this island, they will commonly die. 
The reason whereof no man can tell. Only they conjecture 
it is occasioned by a kind of small tree or shrub that grows 
in all countries but in Oowah, the touch or scent of which 
may be poison to the Oowah cattle, though it is not so to 
other. The tree hath a pretty physical smell like an 
apothecary's shop ; but no sort of cattle will eat it. In this 
country grows the best tobacco that is on the land. Rice 
is more in plenty here than most other things. 

The fifth city is Digligy Newera, towards the east of Kandy, 
lying in the country of Hevahatt : where the King— ever 
since he was routed from Nellembe, in the rebellion, Anno 
1664— hath held his Court. The situation of this place is 
veiy rocky and mountainous, the land is barren: so that 
haraly a worse place could be found out in the whole island. 
Yet the King chose it, partly because it lies about the middle 
of his kingdom, but chiefly for his safety : having the great 
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mountain Gauluda behind his palace, unto which fit fled for 
safety in the rebellion — being not only high, but on the top of 
it lie three towns, and com fields, whence he may have 
necessary supplies. And it is so fenced with steep cliffs, 
rocks, and woods; that a few men here will be able to defend 
themselves against a great army. 

There are, besides these already mentioned, several other 
ruinous places that do still retain the name of cities ; where 
kings have reigned, though now there are little footsteps 
remaining of them. 

At the north end of this King’s dominions is one of these 
ruinous cities, called Anuradhapoora, where they say ninety 
kings have reigned; the spirits of whom they hold now to be 
saints in glory, having merited it by making pagodas, and 
stone pillars and images to the honour of their gods : whereof 
there are many yet remaining, which the Cingalese count very 
meritorious to worship, and the next way to heaven. Near 
by is a river by which we came, when we made our escape : 
all along which there is an abundance of hewn stores ; some 
long for pillars, some broad for paving. Over this river, 
there have been three stone bridges, built upon stone pillars; 
but now are fallen down ; and the country is all desolate, 
without inhabitants. 

At this city of Anuradhapoora is a Watch kept ; beyond 
which are no more people that yield obedience to the King of 
Kandy. This place is above ninety miles to the northward 
of the city of Kandy. In these northern parts there are no 
hills, nor but two or three springs of running water ; so that 
their com ripeneth with the help of rain. 

There is a port in the country of Portaloon, on the west 
side of this island, whence part of the King’s countiy is 
supplied with salt and fish : where they have some small trade 
with the Dutch ; who have a fort on the point to prevent 
boats from coming. But the eastern parts being too far and 
too hilly, to drive cattle thither for salt ; GOD’s providence 
hath provided them a place on the side, nearer to them, 
which in their language they called Leawava : where* the 
eastwardly winds blowing, the sea bests in ; and in westerly 
winds — being then fair weather there— it becomes salt ; and 
that in such abundance, that they have as much as they 
please to fetch* 
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This place of Leawava is so contrived by the Providence 
of the Almighty Creator, that neither the Portuguese nor 
Dutch, in all the time of their wars, could ever prevent this 
•people from having the benefit of this salt: which is the 
principal thing that they esteem in time of trouble or war ; 
and most of them do keep by them, a store of salt against 
such times. It is, as I have heard, environed hills on 
the land side, and by sea not convenient for ships to ride : 
and very sickly — ^which they do impute to the power of a 
great god, who dwelleth near by in a town called Cotteragom, 
standing in the road ; to whom all that go to fetch salt, both 
small and great, must give an offering. The name and power 
of this god striketh such terror into the Cingalese, that those 
who otherwise are enemies to this King, and have served 
both Portuguese and Dutch against him ; yet, would never 
assist to make invasions this way. 

Having said thus much concerning the cities and other 
eminent places of this kingdom ; I will now add a little 
concerning their towns. The best are those that do belong 
to their idols, wherein stand their Dewals or temples. They 
do not care to make streets by building their houses together 
in rows, but each man lives by himself in his <^va plantation ; 
having a hedge, it may be, and a ditch round^ about him to 
kcejip’ out cattle. Their towns arc always placed some distance 
from the highways : for they care not that their towns should 
be a thoroughfare for all people; but only for those that have 
business with them. The towns are not very big : in some 
may be forty, and in some fifty houses ; and in some, above 
an hundred : and in some again, not above eight or ten. 

As 1 said before of their cities, so 1 must of their towns ; 
that there are many of them here and there lying desolate : 
occasioned by their voluntarily forsaking them ; which they 
often do, in case many of them fall sick, and two or three die 
soon after one another. For this, they conclude to happen 
from the hand of the devil ; whereupon, they all leave their 
town, and go to another, thinking thereby to avoid him : 
thus relinquishing both their houses and lands too. Yet 
afterwards, when they think the devil hath departed the 
place : some will sometimes come back, and reassume their 
lands again. 
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Preliminary Chapter III. 

General character of the Cingalese, with 
some of tiuir proverbs, 

Erc are iron and ciystal in great plenty. Saltpetre 
they can make. Brimstone, some say, is here; but 
the King will not have it discovered. Steel th^ can 
make of their iron. Ebony is in great abunda^cCt 
with choice of tall and large timber. CardaraomSt 
jaggoiy, arrack, oil, black-lead, turmeric, salt, rice, betel nuts, 
musk, wax, pepper — ^which grows here very well, and might be 
had in gmt plenty, if it had any vent [sa/^] — and the pectiliar 
commodity of the island, cinnamon. Wild cattle also, an4 
wild honey in great plenty in the woods : it lies in holes of 
hollow trees, free for any that will take the painS to get il» 
Elephants* teeth. Cotton, of which (here is good plenty, 
growing in tl^* own grounds : sufficient to make them go^ 
and strong cl6th for their own use, and also to sell to the 
people of the uplands, where cotton is not so plentiful. 

All these things the land affords, and might do it in 
much greater quantity; if the people were but laborious and 
industrious. JBut that, they are not. For the Cingalese are 
naturally a people given to sloth and laainess. If they can 
but any ways live, they abhor to work. Only what their 
necessities force them to do, th^ do : that is, to get food and 
raiment. 

Yet in this I must a little vindicate them. For what 
indeed should they do with more than food and raiment; 
seeing that, as their estates increase, so do their taxes alro ? 
And although the people be generally covetous, spending 
but little, scraping together what they can : yet such is thg^ 
government they are under; that they are afraid to be known 
to have anything, lest it be taken away from them. Neither 
have they any encouragement for their industry, having no 
vent by traffic and commerce for what they have got* 

** I have given pef^r, and got ginger.'* Spoken when g 



mail makes a bad exchange: and they use it in reierence to 
Ae Dutch succeeding the Portuguese in their island, 

J^Pick your teeth, to fill your belly.** Spoken of stingy 
fii|gardly people. 

^To eat before you go forth, is handsome and convenient.'* 
Which they therefore ever do. 

** As the saying is, If I come to beg buttermilk, why 
should I hide my pan.** Which is ordinarily spoken to 
Introduce the business that one man comes to speak to 
another about. 

beggar and a trader cannot be lost.*’ Because they 
are never out of their way. 

*Wo lend to another, makes him become an enemy.** For 
he will hate you, if you ask him for it again. 

** Go not with a slave in one boat.** It signifies to have no 
dealing nor correspondence with any one's slave : for if any 
damage should happen, it would fall upon your head ; and, 
their law, you must make it good. 

** First look into the hand, afterwards open the mouth.** 
Spoken of a judge ; who first must have a bribe, before 
he will pronounce on their side. 

** Take a ploughman from the plough, and wash off his 
dirt : and he is fit to rule a kingdom." Spoken of the people 
of Cond^ Uda, where there are such eminent persons of the 
^^Hondrew" rank: and because of the civility, understanding, 
and gravity of the poorest men among them. 

" Nobody can reproach the King and the beggar.** Because 
the former is above the slander of the people, and nothing 
can be said bad enough of the latter. 

** Like Noya and Polonga." Denoting irreconcilable 
enemies. 

If the Polonga and the Noya meet together, they cease 
not fighting till one hath killed the other. 

The reason and original of this fatal enmity is this; 
according to a fable among the Cingalese. 

These two chanced to meet in a dry season, when water 
was scarce. The Polonga being almost famished for thirst; 
asked the Noya, where he might go to find a little water. 
The Noya, a little before, had met with a bowl of water in 
which a child lav playing; : as it is usual among this people, 
to wash their children m a bowl of water, and there leave 

JtjifQ, Gak* l 22 
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them^ to tumble and play in it. Here the Noya had quenched 
his thirst » but, as he was drinking, the child that lay in the 
bowl, out of his innocency and play, bit him on the head, 
with his hand; which the Noya made no matter of, but bare 
patiently, knowing it was not done out of any malice, and 
having drunk as much as sufficed him, went away, without 
doing the child any harm. 

Being minded to direct the Polonga to this bowl, but 
desirous withal to preserve the child : he told him, That he 
knew of water ; but he was such a surly hasty creature, that 
he was fearful to let him know where it was, lest he might 
do some mischief." Making him therefore promise that he 
would not : he then told him, that at such a place there was 
a bowl of water with a child playing in it; and that probably 
the child might, as he was tumbling, give him a pat on 
the head — as he had done to him before — but charged him 
nevertheless, not to hurt the child. Which the Polonga 
having promised ; went his way towards the water, as the 
Nwa had directed him. 

The Noya, knowing his touchy disposition went after 
him : fearing that he might do the child a mischief; and that 
thereby he himself might be deprived of the like benefit 
afterwards. It fell out as he feared. For as the Polonga 
drank, the child patted him on the head : and he, in his 
hasty humour, bit him on the hand, and killed him. The 
Noya seeing this, was resolved to be revenged: and so, 
reproaching him for his baseness, fought him so long till 
he killed him ; and after that, devoured him. Which to this 
day they ever do; and always fight, when they meet: 
and the conqueror eats the body of the vanquished. Hence 
the proverb. 

** He that hath money to give to his judge, needs not fear; 
be his cause right or wrong." Because of the corruption of 
the great men, and their greediness for bribes. 

** If our fortune be bad, what can god do against 

it ? " Reckoning that none of their gods have power to reverse 
the fate of an ill planet. 

** The ague is nothing, but the headache is all.'* That 
country is very subject to agues, which do especially afflict 
the heads of those who have them. 

They have certain wordsof form and civility that they use 
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Upon occasion. When they come to another man’s house; he 
asks them ”What they come for?” which is his civility. 
• And 4hey answer, ** I come for nothing ; ” which is their 
oidinary reply ; though they do come for something. 

And upon th' ^^y have a fable. A god came down upon 
earth one day, ,^bade all ,4 creatures come before him; 
and demanded, What they would have, and it should be 
g^nted them.” So all the beasts and other creatures 
came : and one desired strength, another legs, and another 
wings, &c. ; and it was bestowed on them. Then came the 
white men. The god asked them, ” What they came for ? ” 
And they said, They desired Beauty, Valour, and Riches.” 
It was granted them. At last, came the Cingalese. The 
god required of them ” What they came for ? ” They 
answered, ” I come for nothing.” Then replied he again, 
“ Do you come for nothing ; then go away with nothing ! ” 
And so they for their compliment, fared worse than all the 
rest. 

I might multiply many more of their proverbial sayings *. 
but let these suffice. 

The worst words they use to whites and Christians, is to 
call them ” Beef-eating slaves.” 

When they travel together, a great many of them, the 
roads are so narrow that but one can go abreast. And if 
there be twenty of them, there is but one argument or matter 
discoursed among them all from the first to the last. And so 
they go talking along, all together ; and every one carrieth 
his provisions on his back, for his whole journey. 

In short. In carriage and behaviour, they are very grave 
and stately, like unto Portuguese ; in understanding, quick 
and apprehensive; in design, subtle and crafty; in discourse, 
courteous but full of flatteries; naturally inclined to temper- 
ance both in meat and drink, but not to chastity ; near and 
provident in their families, commending good husbandry. 
In their dispositions, not passionate ; neither hard to be 
reconciled again when angry. In their promises, very 
unf^thful ; approving lying in themselves, but misliking it 
in others: delighting in sloth, deferring labour till urgent 
necessity constrain them. Neat in apparel, nice in eating, 
and not given to much sleep. 

22 * 
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Preliminary Chapter TV. 

The Thom Gates, 

Here are constant Watches set in convenient places 
in all parts of the country, “^“om Gates : but 
in time of danger.'^sides the of aiy Watches in 
all towns, they are in all places and at eveiy cross 
road, exceedingly thick : so that it is not possible 
for any to pass unobserved. 

These Thom Gates which I here mention, and have done 
before, are made of a sort of thorn bush or thorn tree ; each 
stick or branch whereof thrusts out on all sides round about, 
sharp prickles like iron nails, of three or four inches long. 
One of these very thorns, 1 have lately seen in the Repository 
at Gresham College. These sticks or branches being as big 
as a good cane, are plaited one veiy close to another, and so 
being fastened or tied to three or four upright spars, are 
made in the fashion of a door. 

This is hung upon a door case some ten twelve feet 
high (so that they may, and do ride through upon elephants) 
made of three pieces of timber like a gallows, after this 
manner fl •* the thorn door hanging upon the transverse piece 
like a shop window. So they lift it up or clap it down ; as 
there is occasion : and tie it with rope to a cross bar. 

But especially in all roads and passes from the city [Dtgftgy] 
where the King now inhabits, are very strict Watches set: 
which will suffer none to pass, not having a passport ; which 
is the print of a seal in clay. 

It is gfiven at the Court to them that have license to go 
through the Watches. The seals are different, according to 
the profession of the party. As to a soldier, the print of a 
man with a pike on his shoulder ; or, to a labourer, of a man 
with two bags hanging at each end of a pole upon his 
shoulder; which is the manner they commonly caxry their 
loads: and to a white man, the passport is the print of a 
man with a sword by his side and his hat on his head. And 
as many men as there are in the company ; so many prints 
there must be in the clay. 

There is not half the examination for those that come into 
the city, as for those that go out ; whom they usually search 
to see what thev carry with them. 




Nineteen YeJ'.s'rs’ Captivity 

In the Kingdom of Conde Uda. 

BY 

Captain Robert Knox. 

Chapter I. 

Of the reason of our going to Ceylon^ and 
detainment there. 

N THIS fourth and last part, I purpose to speak 
concerning our captivity in this island; and 
dunng which, in what condition the English 
have lived there ; and the eminent providence 
of GOD in my escape thence : together with 
other matters relating to the Dutch and other 
European nations that dwell, and are kept 
there. All which will afford so much variety 
and new matter, that I doubt not but the readers will be 
entertained with as much delight in perusing these thing^s, 
as in any else that have been already related. 

I begin with the unhappy occasion of our going to this 
country. 

Anno 1657, the Anne frigate of London, Captain Robert 
Knox Commander, on the aist day of January; set sail 
out of the Downs in the service of the Honourable the 
English East India Company, bound for Fort St. George 
[Madras} on the coast of Coromandel, to trade one year from 
port to port in India. Which we having performed, as we 
were lading goods to return for England, being on the road 




342 ThB AkNM REFITTIMG AT TrINCOMALEB. 

of Malipatam^onthe igthofNoTember, 1659, there happened 
such a mighty storm, that in it several ships were cast 
away: and we were forced to cut our mainmast by the board; 
which so disabled the ship that she could not proceed in her 
voyage. Whereupon Kottiaar in the island of Ceylon, being 
a very commodious bay, fit for our present distress ; Thomas 
Chambers, Esq., since Sir Thomas Chambers, the Agent at 
Fort St. George, ordered thaf the ship should take in some 
cloth, and go to Kottiaar Bay [i.e. the Bay of Trincomalee]^ 
there to trade; while she lay, to set her mast. Where 
being arrived, according to the appointment of those Indian 
merchants of Porto Nova we carried with us, they were 
put ashore ; and we minded our business to set another 
mainmast, and repair our other damages that we had 
sustained by the late storm. 

At our first coming hither, we were shy and jealous of the 
people of the place ; by reason our nation never had any 
commerce or dealing with them. But now having been there 
some twenty days, and going ashore and coming^on board at 
our pleasure, without any molestation ; the Governor of the 
place also telling us that we were welcome, as we seemed 
to ourselves to be: we began to lay aside all suspicious 
thoughts of the people dwelling thereabouts, who had very 
kindly entertained us for our money with such provisions 
and refreshings as those parts afforded. 

By this time, the King of the country had notice of our 
being there, and, as I suppose, grew suspicious of us ; not 
having all that while by any message, made him acquainted 
with our intent and purpose in coming. Thereupon he 
despatched down a Dissauva or general with his army to us. 
Who immediately sent a messenger on board to acquaint the 
Captain with his coming and desired him to come ashore to 
him ; pretending to have a letter to him from the King. We 
saluted the message with the firing of guns, and my father the 
Captain, ordered me with Master John Loveland, merchant 
[st^cargo] of the ship, to go on shore and wait upon him. 

When we were come before him ; he demanded ** Who we 
were ? and ** How long we should stay ?** We told him, 

We were English,*' and “ Not to stay above twenty or 
thirty da^ and desired remission to trade in his Majesty's 
port. His answer was, " The King was glad to hear that the 
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English were come to his countiy^ and had commanded him 
to assist us as we should desire ; and had sent a letter to be 
delivered to none but to the Captain himself.*’ 

We were then some twelve miles from the seaside. Our 
reply was, “That the Captain could not leave hisahip to 
come so far ; but if he pleased to come down to the seaside 
himself, the Captain would immediately wait upon him to 
receive the letter.” Upon which, the Dissauva desired us to 
stay that day ; and on the morrow, he would go down with 
us : which being a small request ; we, unwilling to displease 
him, consented to. 

The same day at evening, the Dissauva sent two of his 
chief captains to the house where we lay, to tell us “ That 
he was sending a present to the Captain, and if we pleased 
we might send a letter to him : that he would send the 
present in the night ; and himself, with us, follow the next 
morning.” At which, we began to suspect, and accordingly 
concluded to write and advise the Captain not to adventure 
himself nor any other on shore, till he saw us. We having 
written a letter to this purpose, they took it and went away ; 
but never delivered it. 

The next morning, the present (which was cattle, frui^t, &c.) 
was brought to the seaside and delivered to the Captain ; the 
messengers telling him withal, that we were upon the way 
coming down with the Dissauva, who desired his company 
on shore, against his coming; having a letter from the 
King to deliver into his own hand. Hereupon the Captain 
mistrusting nothing, came up with his boat into a small river ; 
and being come ashore, sat down under a tamarind tree,* 
waiting for the Dissauva and us. In which time, the native 
soldiers privately surrounded him and his men having no 
arms with them : and so he was seized on, and seven men 
with him ; yet without any violence or plundering them of 

*Sir jAMis Emerson Tbnnent, Uie Kandyuis; and thence carried into 
K.C.G., in a tour through the northern their hills : to be detained an inoffensive 
ibceats of Ceylon in February 1848, prisoner, from boyhood to gr^ hairs, 
thus — But to that captivity, we are indebted 

** At Cottiar, ... we halted by the for the most iaithlul and life-like 
identical tamarind tree, under which, portraiture that was ever drawn of a 
two centuries before^ Captain Robert semi-civilised, but remarkable people.** 
Knox— the gentlest of Mtorians, and — Ceykn, ii. 47a Ed. 1859. 
themeekeit ce captives— washetraywl Uv 
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anything. And then they brought them up unto ua, carrying 
the Captain in a hammock upon their shoulders. 

The next day after, the long boat's crew not knowing what 
had happened, came ashore to cut a tree to make cheeks for 
the mainmast; and were made prisoners after the same 
manner, though with more violence. For they being rough 
and making resistance, were bound with withes ; and so were 
led away till they came where the people got ropes. Which 
when our men saw brought to them, they were not a little 
affiighted ; for being already bound, they concluded there 
could be no other use for those ropes but to hang them. But 
the true use of them as to bind them faster, fearing lest the 
withes might break ; and so they were brought up farther 
into the country ; but afterwards being become more tame, 
they were loosed. They would not adventure to bring them 
to us, but quartered them in another house, though in the 
same town : where without leave, we could not see one another. 
The house where they kept the Captain and us, was all 
hanged with white calico ; w'hich is the greatest Ij^nour they 
can show to any : but the house wherein the other men were, 
that were brought up after us, was not. They gave us also 
as good entertainment as the country afforded. 

Having thus taken both our boats and eighteen men of us; 
their next care was, fearing lest the ship should be gone, to 
secure her. Therefore to bring this about, the Dissauva told 
the Captain that the reason of this their detainment was that 
the King intended to send letters and a present to the English 
nation by him ; and therefore that the ship must not go away 
till the Ung was ready to send his messenger and message : 
and thereupon desired the Captain to send on board to oi^er 
her stay, and — it being not sale for her tcvjide in the bay, lest 
the Dutch might come and fire her — ^that he should take 
order for her bringing up into the river. Which advice of 
his, the Captain approved not of ; but concealing his dislike 
to it, replied ** that unless he could send two of his own men 
on board with his letter and order, those in the ship would 
not obw him, but speedily would be gone with the ship." 
Which he, rather than he would run the hazard of the ship's 
depanug, granted : imagining that the Captain would oroer 
the ship to be brought up into the river, as he had advised ; 
though the Captain intended to make another use of this 
message. 
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Upon which, the Captain sent two of his men, some 
Indians accompan3ring them, in a canoe to the ship; the 
Captain ordering them, when they were aboard not to abuse 
the Indians, but to entertain them very kindly: and 
afterwards that, setting them ashore, they should keep the 
canoe to themselves, instead of our two boats which they had 
gotten from us ; and to secure the ship, and wait till further 
orders. 

These two men staved on board* and came not back again. 
This, together with the ship’s not coming up, displeased the 
Dissauva; and he demanded of the Captain the reason 
thereof. His answer was, ** That being detained on shore, 
the men on board would not obey his command.” 

Upon this, some days after, the Dissauva bid the Captain 
send his son with orders to those aboard that the ship might 
be brought into the river; but provided that he would be 
security for my return : which he promised he would. His order 
to me was, ** to see the top chains put upon the cables, and 
the g^ns shotted [loaded] ; and to tell Master John Burpord 
Chief Mate, and all the rest, as they valued their lives and 
liberties, to keep a watch ; and not to suffer any boat to come 
near, after it was dark : and charged me upon his biasing, 
and as I should answer it at the Great Day, not to le:«^eHhim 
in this condition ; but to return to him again.” Upon which I 
solemnly vowed, according to my duty, to be his obedient 
son. 

So, having seen all done according to his appointment, I 
wrote a letter in the name of the company to clear my father 
and myself, to this effect, That they would not obey the 
Captain, nor any other in this matter ; but were resolved to 
stand upon their own defence.” To which they all set their 
hands. Which done, according to my promise and duty, I 
returned again ; and delivered the letter to the Dissauva, 
who was thereby answered: and afterwards urged the Captain 
no more in that matter, but gave him leave at his pleasure 
to write for what he pleased to have brought to him from the 
ship ; still pretending the King’s order to release us was not 
yet, but would suddenly come. 

And so we remained expecting it, about two months ; being 
entertained, as formerly, with the best diet and accommoda- 
tion of the country. 
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Hrvuie continued thus long in suspense, and the time and 
the year spending [^osstiig away] for the ship to proceed on 
her voyage to some other place ; and our condition being, as 
we feared and afterwards found to be, the beginning of a sad 
captivity: the Captain sent orders to Master John Burford 
to take the charge of the ship upon him, and to set sail for 
Porto Nova, whence we came; and there to follow the 
[Madras] Agent's order. 

If any inquire what became of the cloth of our lading, 
which we brought thither ; they only took an account to see 
what it was, and so left it where and as it was before : and 
there it remained until both house and goods rotted away, 
as the people of the same town informed me afterwards. 

1 impute the mam reason of our surprise to our neglect, 
viz., in not sending a letter and present to the King at our 
first coming : who looking upon himself as a great monarch, 
as he is indeed, requires to be treated with suitable state. 

Thus were sixteen of us left to the mercy of those 
barbarians : the names of which are as follows. The Captain, 
Master John Loveland, John Gregory, Charles Beard, 
Roger Gold, Stephen Rutland, Nicholas Mullins, 
Francis Crutch, John Berry, Ralph Knight, Peter 
W ii^^WiLLiAM Hubbard, Antony Emery, Richard 
Varnham, George Smith, and myself. Though our hearts 
were veiy heavy, seeing ourselves betrayed into so sad a 
condition, to be forced to dwell among those that knew not 
GOD nor His laws : yet so great was the mercy of our 
gracious GOD, that He gave us favour in the sight of this 
people; insomuch that we lived far better than we could 
have enected, being prisoners or rather captives in the 
hands of the heathen ; from whom we could have looked for 
nothing but very severe usage. 

The ship being gone, the Ring sent to call the Dissauva 
speedily to him ; who, upon this order, immediately marched 
away with his army; leaving us where we were. But 
concerning us, there was no order at all. 
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Chapter II. 

Haw wc were carried up into the country, and 
disposed of there : and of the sickness, 
sorrow and death of the Captain, 
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of the town were appointed to guard aist ^ecure 
us until further orders. But they carried us some 
six miles higher into the country ; and would not 
yet adventure to bring the long boat's crew unto 
U8, but kept them by themselves in another town : fearing 
lest we might make an escape ; as certainly we would have 
attempted it, had they not removed us. 

There was a small Moor’s vessel, which lay in the river ; 
which they had seized on about this time, as we supposed 
they would have done by our ship, if they could have caught 
her there. This vessel had some forty men belonging to ber; 
who were not made prisoners as we were, br^, yet lay in the 
same town. With those, we had concluded tti^t they should 
furnish us with arms : and, in the night, all toge|:her to march 
down and get on board their vessel ; and so make our escape. 
But being prevented in this design by our departure, we were 
fain to lie at their mercy. 

In our new quarters, our entertainment proved as food as 
formerly : and indeed there was this to mitigate our n&^eiy; 
that the people were courteous to us, and seemed to pity us. 
For there is a great difference between the people inhabiting 
the high lands or mountains of Kandy, and those of the low 
lands where we now were placed ; who are of a kinder nature 
by far, than the other. For these countries beneath the 
mountains formerly were in subjection to the Portuguese; 
whereby they have been exercised and acquainted with the 
customs and manners of Christian people : which pleasing 
them far better than their own, have begot and bred in them 
a kind of love and affection towards strangers ; being apt to 
dhow pity and compassion on them in their distress. And 
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you shall hear them oftentimes upbraiding the highlanders 
for their insolent and rude behaviour. 

It was a very sad condition whilst we were all together ; 
yet hitherto each other's company lessened our sufferings, 
and was some comfort, that we might condole one another. 
But now it came to pass that we must be separated and 
placed asunder, one in a village ; where we could have none 
to confer withal or look upon, but the horrible black faces of 
our heathen enemies, and not understand one word of their 
language neither. This was a great addition to our grief. 
Yet GOD was so merciful to us, as not to suffer them to part 
my f?]{ ^ and 1. 

Foi it was some sixteen days after our last remove, the 
King was pleased to send a captain with soldiers to bring us 
up into the country ; who brought us and the other men 
t^en in the long boat together : which was a heavy meeting ; 
being then, as we well saw, to be carried captives into the 
mountains. That night we supped together ; and the next 
morning changed our condition into real captivi^'. Howbeit 
they gave us many comfortable promises, which we believed 
not ; as ** That the King's intent was not to keep us any 
longer than till another ship came to carry us away." 
Although we h^d but very little to carry, GOD knows; yet 
they appointed men to carry the clothes that belonged to the 
Captain and pfficers. We still expected they would plunder 
us of our clothes, having nothing else to be plundered of : 
but the Cingalese captain told us, that the King had given 
order that none should take the value of a thread from us; 
which/ adeed they did not. 

As A.hey brought us up, they were very tender of us ; as 
not to tire us with travelling, bidding us go no faster than we 
would ourselves. This kindness did somewhat comfort us. 
The way was plain and easy to travel, through great woods, 
so that we walked as in an arbour; but desolate of 
inhabitants : so that for four or five nights we lay on the 
ground, with boughs of trees only over our heads. And of 
victuals, twice a day they gave us as much as we could eat ; 
that is, of rice, salt fish, dried flesh : and sometimes they 
would shoot deer, and find honey in the trees ; a good part 
of which they always brought unto us. And drink we could 
not want ; there bemg rivers and puddles full of water, as we 
travelled along. 



Kept near the Court, at first. 349 

But when we came out of the woods amongst inhabitants, 
anfS were led into thei^^^towns ; they brought us victuals 
ready dressed afteif their viz. : rice boiled in water, 

and three other borts of OC whereof one was flesh and the 
other two lyirbs or suc^C like things that grow in their 
country ; and all kinds of ripe fruit i which we liked very well 
and fed heartily upon. Our entertainment all along was at 
the charge of the country, so we fed like soldiers upon free 
quarters. Yet 1 think we g^ve them good content for all 
the charge we put them to ; which was to have the satisfac- 
tion of seeing us eat, sitting on mats upon the ground in their 
yards to the public view of all beholders: who greatly 
admired us ; having never seen, nor scarce heard of English- 
men before. It was also great entertainment to them to 
observe our manner of eating with spoons, which some of us 
had ; and that we could not take the rice up in our hands and 
put it to our mouths without spilling, as they ; nor gaped 
and poured the water into our mouths out of pots, according 
to their country’s fashion. Thus at every town where we 
came; they used both young and old in great companies, 
to stare upon us. 

Being thus brought up altogether somewhat near 'to the 
city of Kandy ; now came an order from the King to separate 
us, and to place us one in a town. Which then seemed to us 
to be very hard ; but it was for the convenience of getting 
food, being quartered upon the country at their charge. 

The Captain, Master John Loveland, myself and John 
Gregory were parted from the rest, and brought nearer to the 
city ; to be ready when the King should send for us : all the 
rest were placed one in a town, according to the aforesaid 
order. Special command also was given from the King that 
we all should be well entertained; and according to the 
country's fare, we had no cause to complain. We four were 
thus kept together some two months, faring well all the 
while. 

But the King minding us not, order came from the great 
men in court to place us in towns, as the rest were ; only 
my father and 1 were still permitted to be together : and a 
great charge mven to use us well. And indeed twice a day, 
we had brought unto us as good fare as the country afforded. 
All the rest had not their provisions brought to them, as we 
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had ; but went to eat from house to house, each house taking 
its turn. 

On the i6th of Septeml>2^ 1660,^ my ^ther and I were 
placed in a town called Bon9^>Coswat. The situation 
was very pleasing and commoiPbus, lying about thirty 
miles to the northward of the city of Kandy, in the country 
called Hotkorle [? Hewarrisse Karle], and distant from the 
rest of our people a full day’s journey. We were removed 
hither from another town nearer to the city of Kandy, where 
the nobles at Court supposing that the King would call for 
us, had placed us to have us ready. 

Being thus brought to Bonder Coswat ; the people put it 
to our choice, which house we would have to reside in. The 
country* being hot, and their houses dark and dirty; my 
father chose an open house ; having only a roof, but no walls: 
wherein they placed a cot or bedstead with a mat only upon 
it for him, which in their account is an extraordinary 
lodging ; and for me, a mat on the ground. 

Money at that time was very low with us. Fir although 
we wanted not for opportunity to send for what we would 
have brought unto us from the ship ; yet fearing we should 
be plundered of it, we sent not for anything save a pillow 
for my father. For we held it a point without dispute, that 
they that made prisoners of our bodies would not spare to 
take our goods : my father also alleging that he had rather 
his children at home should enjoy them. 

But to make amends for that; we had our provisions 
brought us without money, and that twice a day, so much as 
we could eat and as good as their country yielded. To wit, 
a pot of good rice, and three dishes of such things as with 
them are accounted good cheer; one always either flesh, fish 
or eggs, but not overmuch of this dish ; the other dishes, 
herbs, pumpkins or such like, one of which was always made 
sour. 

The first year that we were brought to this town ; this part 
of the land was extraordinarily sickly with agues and fevers, 
whereof many people died : insomuch that many times we 
were forced to remain an hungry; there being none well 
enough either to boil or bring victuals unto us. 

We had with us a Practice of Piety ^ and Master Roobr’s 
Sevm Treatim called The Practice of Christianity. With which 
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companions we did frequently discourse ; and in the cool of 
the evening walked abroad in the field for a refreshing, being 
tired with being all day in our house or prison. 

This course lasted until GOD was pleased to visit us both 
with the country's sickness, ague and fever. The sight 
of my father's misery was far more grievous unto me 
than the sense of my own ; that 1 must be a spectator of his 
affliction, and not in any way able to help him. And the 
sight of me so far augmented his grief, that he would often 
say ** What have I done, when I charged you to come ashore 
to me again ? Your dutifulness to me hath brought you to 
be a captive. I am old and cannot long hold out, but you 
may live to see many days of sorrow ; if the mercy of GOD 
do not prevent it. But my prayers to GOD for you shall not 
be wanting ; that for this cause, he would visit you with his 
mercy and bestow on you a blessing." 

My father's ague lasted not long; but deep grief daily 
more and more increased upon him ; which so overwhelmed 
even his veiy heart, that with many a bitter sigh, he used to 
utter these words, " These many years, even from my youth, 
have I used the seas ; in which time tb(^. Lord GOD hath 
delivered me from a multitude of dangei — ^rehearsing to 
me what great dangers he had been in it the Straits of 
Gibraltar by the Turks and by other enemies, and also in 
many other places too large here to insert ; and always how 
merciful GOD was to him in delivering him out of them all 
— ** so that he never knew what it was to be in the hands of 
an enemy : but now, in his old age, when his head was grown 
grey, to be a captive to the heathen, and to leave his bones 
in the eastern parts of the world : when it was his hope and 
intention, if GOD had permitted him to finish this voyage, 
to spend and end the residue of his days at home with his 
children in his native country ; and so to settle me in the 
ship in his stead. The thoughts of these things did even 
break his heart." 

Upwards of three months, my father lay in this manner 
upon his bed ; having only under him a mat and the carpet 
he sat upon in the boat when he came ashore, and a small 
quilt I had to cover him withal. And 1 had only a mat upon 
the ground, and a pillow to lay on ; and nothing to cover me 
but the clothes on my back: but when 1 was cold and that 
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my i^e cune upon me, I used to make a fire ; Wood costing 
nothing but the fetching. 

We had a black Iwy [?« Madrassee] that my father 
bought from Porto Nova to attend upon him : who seeing 
his roaster to be a prisoner in the hands of the people of his 
complexion, would not now obey his command further than 
what agreed unto his own humour : neither was it then, as 
we thought, in our power to compel or make him ; but that 
was our ignorance. 

As for me, my ague now came to a settled course, that is, 
once in three days, and so continued for sixteen months’ time. 

There appearing now to us no probability, whereupon to 
build any hopes of liberty : the sense of it struck my father 
into such an agony and strong passion of grief that once, I 
well remember, in nine days' time nothing came into his 
mouth but cold water; neither did he in three months 
together, ever rise up out of his bed but when the course ol 
nature required it : always groaning and sighing in a most 
piteous manner, which for me to hear and see cqpie from my 
dear father, myself also in the same condition, did almost 
break my heart, j But then 1 felt that doctrine most true, 
which I had rea i^out of Master Rogers’s book, ** That GOD 
is most sweet , 'Vhen the world is most bitter.” 

In this manner my father lay until the 9th of February 
x66i : by which time he was consumed to an anatomy 
[reduced to a skekion]^ having nothing left but skin to cover 
his bones. Yet he would often say, ** that the very sound of 
liberty would so revive him, that it would put strength into 
his limbs.” But it was not the will of Him, to whom we say 
” Thy will be done ” to have it so. 

The evening before his death, he called me to come near 
his bedside, and to sit down by him ; at which time I had 
also a strong fever upon me. This done, he told me, ” That 
he sensibly felt his life departing from him, and was assured 
that this night GOD would deliver him out of his captivity : 
and that he never thought, in all his lifetime, that death 
could be so easy and welcome to any man as GOD had made 
it to be to him, and the joys he now felt in himself he wanted 
otterance to express to me.” He told me ” These were the 
last words that ever he should speak to me, and bade me well 
to regard and to be sure to remember them, and tell them to my 
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bfother «ad sister, if it pleased GOD, as he hoped it would, 
to bring us together in England, where 1 should find all 
thin^ settled to my contentation : ’* relating unto me after 
'whai manner he had settled his estate letters, which he 
sent from Kottiaar. 

**In the first place, and above all ; he charged me to serve 
GOD, and with a circumspect care to walk in His ways ; and 
then,** he said, ** GOD would bless me and prosper me.*' And 
next, he bade me, ** have a care of my brother and sister." 
And lastly, he gave me **a special charge to beware of strong 
drink and lewd company; which, as by experience many had 
found, would change me into another man, so that 1 should 
not be myself.** ** It deeply grieved him,** he said, “ to see me 
in captivity in the prime of my years, and so much the more 
because 1 had chosen rather to suffer captivity with him 
than to disobey his command ; which now he was heartily 
sorry for, that he had so commanded me : but bade me not 
repent of obeying the command of my father, seeing for this 
very thing,*' he said,**GOD would bless me," and bade me “be 
assured of it, which he doubted not of, namely, that GOD 
Almighty would deliver me." Which, at that time, I could 
not tell how to conceive of, seeing but little sign of any such 
matter. But blessed be the Name of my most precious GOD, 
who hath so bountifully sustained me ever since in the land 
of my captivity, and preserved me alike to see my deceased 
father's word fulfilled 1 And truly 1 was so far from repenting 
that I had obeyed the command of my father, and pei^ormed 
the oath and promise I made unto him upon it ; that it 
rather rejoiced me to see that GOD had given me so much 
grace. 

But though it was a trouble to him, that by his means, I 
was thus made a captive ; yet “ it was a great comfort to 
him," he said, “ to have his own son sit by him on his death- 
bed, and by his hands to be buried ; whereas otherwise he 
could expect no other but to be eaten by dogs or wild beasts." 
Then he gave me order concerning his burial, “ That having 
no winding sheet, I should pull his shirt over his head and 
■lip his breeches over his feet, and so wrap him up in the 
mat he laid upon.’* And then he ceased speaking, and fell 
into a slumber. This was about eight or nine o'clock in the 
evsning : and about two or three in the morning he gave up 

33 
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the gho8t» February 9th z66o; being very sensible unto the 
very instant of his departure. 

According to his own appointment ; with mv own hand^ I 
wrapped him up ready for the grave : myself being very sick 
and weak ; and, as I thought, ready to follow after him. 

Having none but the black boy, I bade him ask the people 
of the town for help to cany my father to the grave ; broause 
I could not understand their language: who immediately 
brought forth a great rope they used to tie their cattle 
withal, therewith to drag him by the neck into the woods ; 
saying ** that they could afford me no other help, unless I 
would pay for it.’* This Insolency of the heathen grieved me 
much to see ; neither could 1, with the boy alone, do what 
was necessary for his burial, though we had been able to 
carry the corpse : having not wherewithal to dig a grave, and 
the ground being very dry and hard. Yet it was some 
comfort to me, that 1 had so much ability as to hire one to 
help ; which at first 1 would not have spared to have done, 
had I known their meaning. ^ 

By this means, 1 thank God, in so decent a manner as 
our present condition would permit, I laid my father's body 
in the grave ; most of which 1 digged with my own hands : 
the place being in a wood on the north side of a com field, 
where heretofore we had used often to walk, going up to 
Handapoul [? HandepoU]. That division, as I have said, being 
called Bonder Coswat, because formerly it had belonged to 
the revenues or jointure of the Queen : Bonder implying 
something relating to the King. It lies towards the north* 
west of the middle of the island, in the county of Hotkorle. 

Thus was I left desolate, sick, and in captivity ; having no 
earthly comforter ; none but only He who looks down from 
heaven to hear the groaning of the prisoners ; and to show 
himself a Father to the fatherless, and a present help to 
them that have no helper. 

The news of my father’s death being carried to Court ; 
presently two messengers were sent from thence to see me, 
and to Imow of me how and in what manner my father died ; 
and what he had left ? Which was a gold nng, a pagoda 
[m 6f. in present ea/iis], some two or three dollars, and a few 
old clothes ; GOD knows but a verv little : yet it scared me 
not a little, fearing th^ would take it away from me, and 
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my wai)' being so great: but they had no such order or 
intent. But the chief occasion of their coming was to renew 
the fprmer order unto the people of that town: that they 
should be kind to me; and give me good victuals, lest I 
might die also, as iny father had done. So for a while I 
had better entertainment than formerly. 


35^ AI'TER 1 6 MONTHS^ THE AGUE GOES. 


Chapter III. 

Hou* I lived after my fathers death : and of the 
condition of the rest of the English^ and how it 
fared with them. And of our interview. 

Still remained where 1 was before ; having none 
but the black boy and my ague to bear me company. 
Never found 1 more pleasure in reading, meditating 
and praying than now : for there was nothing else 
could administer to me any comfort ; neither had I 
any other business to be occupied about. I had read my two 
books so often over, that 1 had them almost by heart. For 
my custom was after dinner, to take a book and go into the 
fields and sit under a tree; reading and meditating until 
evening : except the day when my ague came, for then I 
could scarce hold up my head. Often have I prayed as 
Elijah under the juniper tree, that GOD would take a^vay 
my life ; for it was a burden to me. 

At length it pleased GOD that my ague began to be a 
little moderate ; and so, by degrees, it wore away : after it 
had held me sixteen months. 

Provisions falling short with me, though rice, I thank 
GOD, 1 never wanted, and money also growing low: as 
well to help out a meal as for recreation ; sometimes I went 
with an angle to catch small fish in the brooks, the aforesaid 
boy being with me. 

It chanced, as I was fishing, an old man passed by ; and 
seeing me, asked of my boy, ** if I could read in a book ? *' He 
answered ** Yes." ** The reason 1 ask," said the old man, 
"is because I have one 1 got when the Portuguese lost 
Colombo ; and if your master please to buy it, I will sell it 
him." Which when 1 heard of, I bade my boy go to his 
house with him, which was not far off, and bring it to me to 
see it; making no great account of the matter, supposing 
it might be some Portuguese book. 

The boy having formerly served the English, knew the 
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book ; and as soon as he had got it in his hand, came running 
with it, calling out to me ** ft is a Bible.” It startled me 
to hear him mention the name of a ** Bible ; ” for I neither had 
one, nor scarcely could to see one. Upon which, 

1 flung down my angle, hnd went to meet him. The first 
place the book opened in, after I took it in my hand, was the 
sixteenth chapter of the Acts, and the first place my eye 
pitched on, was the 30th and 3i8t verses, where the gaoler 
asked St. Paul ” What must I do to be saved ? And he 
answered saying, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved and thine house.” 

The sight of this book so rejoiced me, and affrighted me 
together ; that I cannot say which passion was greater, the 
Joy for that I had got sight of a Bible, or the Fear that I had 
not enough to buy it, having then but one pagoda in the 
world : which 1 willingly would have given for it, but my boy 
dissuaded me from giving so much, alleging my necessity 
for money many other ways, and undertaking to procure the 
book for a far meaner price; provided I would seem to 
slight it in the sight of the old man. This counsel after I 
considered, I approved of, my urgent necessities earnestly 
craving, and my ability being but very small to relieve the 
same : and however, I thought, I could give my piece of gold 
at the last cast, if other means should fail. 

I hope the readers will excuse me, that I hold them so 
long upon this single passage ; for it did so affect me then, 
that I cannot lightly pass it over as often as I think of it, or 
have occasion to mention it. The sight indeed of this Bible 
so overjoyed me, as if an angel had spoken to me from 
heaven. To see that my gracious GOD had prepared such 
an extraordinary blessing for me, which I did, and ever shall 
look upon as miraculous : to bring unto me a Bible in my own 
native language ; and that in such a remote part of the world 
where His name was not so much as known, and where any 
Englishman was never known to have been before. I looked 
upon it as somewhat of the same nature vnth the Ten 
Commandments He had given the Israelites out of heaven. 
It bmng the thing for want whereof I had so often mourned, 
nay and shed tears too ; and than the enjoyment whereof, 
there could be no greater joy in the world to me. 

Upon the sight of it I left off Ashing ; GOD having brought 
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a fish to me that I longed for: and now how to get it and 
enjoy the same, all the powers of my soul were employed. I 
gave QOD hearty thanks that He had brought it so near me, 
and most earnestly prayed thak would bestow it on me. 
Now it being well towards evening, a/id nothaving wherewithal 
to buy it about me, 1 departed home ; telling the old man 
that in the morning I would send my boy to buy it of him. 

All that night I could take no rest for thinking on it, fearing 
lest 1 might be disappointed of it. In the morning, as soon 
as it was day, I sent the boy with a knit cap he had made 
for me to buy the book, praying in my heart for good success : 
which it pleased GOD to grant. For that cap purchased it, 
and the boy brought it to me to my great joy ; which did not 
a little comfort me in all my afflictions. 

Having said all this concerning my father and myself, it 
will now be time to think of the rest of our poor countrymen, 
and to see what is become of them. 

They were carried into the county of Hotterak#rle, westward 
from the city of Kandy ; and placed singly according to the 
King's order aforesaid, some four, some six miles distant one 
from the other. It was the King’s command concerning 
them that the people should give them victuals, and look after 
them : so they carried each man from house to house to eat, 
as their turns came to give them victuals ; and where they 
supped, there they lodged that night. Their bedding was 
only a mat upon tne ground. 

They knew not that they were so near to one another a 
great while, till at length Almighty GOD was pleased by their 
grief and heaviness to move those heathen to pity and take 
compassion on them ; so that they did bring some of them 
to one another. Which joy was but abortive, for no sooner 
did th^ begin to feel the comfort of one another’s company; 
but immediately their keepers called upon them to go from 
whence they came, fearing they might consult and run away, 
although Colombo, the nearest port th^ could fly to, was 
above two days* journey from them. But as it is with wild 
beasts beginning to grow tame, their liberty increaseth ; so 
jt happened to our men. So that at length, they might go 
and see one another at their pleasures; and were less and less 
watched and regarded : and seeing they did not attempt to 
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run away ; they made no matter of it, if they stayed two or 
tiiree days one with the other. 

. They cdl wondered much to sm themselves in this condition, 
to be kept only to eat ; a^d the people of the countiy giving it 
unto them, daily expecting when they would put them to 
work, which they never did nor dared to do. For the King's 
order was to feed them well only, and to look after them ; 
until he pleased to send for them. 

This, after some time, made the Englishmen change their 
minds, and not to think themselves slaves any more ; but the 
inhabitants of the land to be their servants, in that they 
laboured to sustain them : which made them to begin to 
domineer, and would not be content, unless they had such 
victuals as pleased them ; and oftentimes used to throw the 
pots victuals and all, at their heads that brought them, which 
they patiently would bear. 

And as they lived here longer, they knew better what 
privileges they had in belonging unto the King ; and being 
maintained by virtue of his command. And their privileges 
they made use of to no purpose, as I shall relate an instance 
or two by and by, and showed their English metal. 

Victuds were the only thing allowed to them, but no 
clothes. By this time the clothes they had were almost 
worn out. This put them to a study what course to take to 
procure more, when those on their backs were gone. The 
readiest way that they could devise was this, that whereas 
they used to take their victuals brought to them ready 
dressed, they should now take them raw ; and so to pinch 
somewhat out of their bellies to save to buy clothes for their 
backs. And so accordingly they concluded to do, and by the 
favour that GOD gave them in the sight of the people, by 
alleging the innocency of their cause and the extremity of 
their present condition, having not the least ability to help or 
relieve themselves ; they consented to pve them two measures 
of rice a day each man, one of which is as much as any man 
can eat in a day, so that the other was to serve for advance 
towards clothes. For besides rice, they gave them to eat 
with it, sfdt, pepper, limes, herbs, pumpkins, cocoa nuts, 
flesh (a little): these, and such like things, were their 
constant fare. 

And thus they made a shift to live for some years, until 
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\ of them had an insight in knitting caps, by whom all 
afterwards learned : and it proved to be the chief means and 
help we all had to relieve our wants. The ordinary price 
we sold these caps for was ninepepce apiece, in value of 
English money; the thread standing us in about three 
pence. But at length — we plying hard our new learned 
trade — caps began to abound, and trading grew dead, so that 
we could not sell them at the former price ; which brought 
several of our nation to great want. 

The English began now to pluck up their hearts; and 
though they were entered into a new condition, they kept 
their old spirits : especially considering they were the King'^ 
men, and quartered by his special order, upon the people. 

When they had obtained to have their allowance raw, if 
any brought them not their full due, they would go in and 
plunder their houses of such goods as they found there : and 
keep them until they came and brought them their complete 
allowance to redeem their goods back again. 

Some of our Englishmen have proceedec^ further yet. 
One, for example, went to buy pots of a potter; who, 
because he ^the potter] would not let him have them at his 
own price, fell to a quarrel ; in which the Englishman met 
with some blows : which he complained of to the magistrate, 
as being a person that belonged unto the King, and therefore 
claimed better us^e. And the magistrate condemned the 
potter as guilty in lifting up his hand against him ; and 
sent some of his soldiers to bind him, and then bade the 
Englishman go and content himself by paying him in the 
same coin again as he had served our countryman, which he 
did until he was satisfied: and moreover, ordered him to 
take the pots he came to buy and pay nothing. But the 
law was not so satisfied neither: tor the soldiers lay on 
many blows besides. 

Another time, at a certain feast, as they were drinking and 
wanting wine, they sent money to buy more; but the seller 
refused to give it them for their money : which they took so 
heinously, that they unanimously concluded to go and take 
it by force. Away they went, each man with a staff in his 
hand, and entered the house and began to drink : which the 
pec^e, not liking of, gathered their forces together, and by 
MOWS began to resist them. But the Englishmen bravely 
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behaved themselves, and broke several of their pates : who^ 
with the blood about their ears, went to the city of Kandy 
to complain to the great men. They demanded of them, if 
they had ever sold them wine before.*' They answered 
** Yes.” They asked them again, ” Why then did they 
refuse to sell to them now ? ** and that they were well 
served by the English for denying them drink for their 
money ; and so sent them away, laughing at them. Our 
men got two or three black and blue blows ; but they came 
home with their bellies full of drink for their pains. 

But to return unto myself. It was a full year after my father 
died, before I had sight of any of my countrymen and fellow 
prisoners. Then John Gregory, with much ado, obtained 
leave to come and see me ; which did exceedingly rejoice me. 
For a great satisfaction it was, both to see a countryman, 
and also to hear of the welfare of the rest. But he could 
not be permitted to stay with me above one day. Until 
then, I knew not punctually [exactly] where the rest of my 
countrymen were : but having heard that they were within 
a day*8 journey of me, I never ceased importuning the people 
of the town where I dwelt, to let me go and see them : 
which though very loth, yet at last they granted. 

Being arrived at the nearest Englishman’s house, I was 
joyfully received ; and the next day, he went and called some 
of the rest of our countiymen that were near. So that there 
were some seven or eight of us met together. 

We gave GOD thanks for His great mercies towards us; 
being then, as we did confess, in a far better condition than 
we could have expected. They were now no more like the 
prisoners I left them ; but were become housekeepers and 
knitters of caps; and had changed their habit from breeches 
to clouts [clothes] like the Cingalese. They entertained me 
with very good cheer in their houses, beyond what I did 
expect. 

My money, at the same time, being almost gone; and 
clothes in the same condition : it was high time for me now 
to take some course in hand to get more. Therefore I took 
some advice with them about knitting, my boy having skill 
therein. Likewise they advised me to take my victuals raw 
wherein they found great profit. For all this while there 
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bdo^ no signs of releasing os, it concerned me now to 
bethink m3r8elf how I should live for the future. For neither 
had I any more than my countrymen any allowance for 
clothes, but for victuals only. 

Having stayed here some two or three days ; we did take 
leave of one another, hoping to see one another oftener: 
since we now knew each other's habitations : and 1 departed 
to my house, having a keeper with me. 

By this time, I began to speak the language of the countiy, 
whereby 1 m^s enabled the better to speak my mind unto the 
people that brought me my victuals ; which was, henceforth 
not to boil my rice but to bring it raw, according to the 
quantity that the other Englishmen had. This occasioned 
a great deal of disputing and reasoning between us. They 
alleged ** that I was not as they, being the Captain's son and 
they but his servants : and therefore that it was ordered by 
the great men at Court that my victuals should be daily 
brought unto me ; whereas they went always from house to 
house for theirs. Neither was it fitting for me," they said, ** to 
employ myself in such an inferior office as to dress my own 
meat, being a man that the King had notice of by name ; and 
very suddenly before 1 should be aware of it, would send 
for me into his presence ; where 1 should be highly promoted 
to some place of honour. In the mean time," they told me, 
as pretending to give me good counsel, “ that it was more for 
my credit and reputation to have my provisions brought unto 
me ready dressed as they were before." 

Although I was yet but a novice in the country, and knew 
not much of the people; yet plain reason told me that it was 
not so much for my good ana credit that they pleaded, as for 
their own benefit: wherefore I returned them this answer, 
** That if, as they said, I was greater in quality than the rest, 
and so held in their estimation ; it would be but reason to 
demand a greater allowance ; whereas 1 desired no more than 
the other Englishmen had: and as for the toil and trouble in 
dressing of it, that would be none to me, for my boy had nothing 
else to do." And then I alleged several inconveniences in 
bringing my victuals ready boiled : as first, that it was not 
dreMed according to my diet ; and many times not brought 
in doe season, so that 1 coold not eat when I was an hun^; 
and the last and chief reason was, that I might save a Uttle 
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to serve my necessity for clothing; and rather than want 
clothes for my back, I must pinch a little out of my belly ; 
luad BO both go share and share alike. 

And so at length, thanks be to GOD, I obtained, though 
with much ado, to get two measures of rice per diem for 
myself, and one for my boy ; also cocoa nuts, pumpkins, herbs, 
limes, and such like enough ; besides pepper and salt ; and 
sometimes hens, eggs, or flesh: rice being the main thing 
they stand upon, for of other things they refuse not to give 
what they have. 

Now having settled all business about my allowance, my 
next concern was to look after a house more convenient ; for 
my present one was too small to dress my victuals in and 
sleep in too. Thereabouts was a garden of cocoa-nut trees 
belonging to the King, and a pleasant situation. This place 
I made choice of to build me a house in : and discovering my 
desire to the people ; they consented, and came and built it 
for me. But before it was finished, their occasions called 
them away; but my boy and I made an end of it, and 
whitened [whitewaslid] the walls with lime, according to 
my own country's fashion. But in doing this, 1 committed 
a capita] offence : for none may white [wash] their houses 
with lime, that being peculiar to the royal houses and 
temples : but, being a stranger, nothing was made of it, 
because I did it in ignorance. Had it been a native that 
had so done, it is most probable that it would have cost 
him his head, or at the least a great fine. 

Being settled in my new house, I began to keep hogs and 
hens ; which, by GOD's blessing, throve very well with me, 
and were a great help unto me. I had also a great benefit 
by living in this garden. For all the cocoa nuts that fell 
down, they gave me; which afforded me oil to bum in the 
lamp, and also to fry my meat in : which oil being new, is but 
little inferior to this countiy’s butter. Now I learned to 
knit caps, which skill I quickly attained unto ; and, by GOD's 
blessing upon the same, I obtained great help and relief 
thereby. 

In this manner we all lived : seeing but veiy little sign 
that we might build upon, to look for liberty. The chief of 
our hopes of it was that in process of time, when we were 
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better acquainted* we might run away : which some of our 
people attempted to do too soon* before they knew well 
which way to go, and were taken by the inhabitants. For 
it is the custom of the Cingalese to suspect all white people 
they meet travelling in the country to be runaways, and to 
examine them : and if they cannot give satisfactory answers* 
they \\ill lay hold of them and carry them back unto the city 
[of Kandy] ; where they will keep them prisoners under a 
g^ard of soldiers, in an open house like a bam, with a little 
victuals sometimes, and sometimes with none at all. Where 
they have no other remedy to help themselves but begging : 
and in this condition, they may lie perhaps for their lifetime ; 
being so kept for a spectacle unto the people. 

Though the common way whereby the King gratifies such 
as catch runaways and bnng them up [to the city], is not 
over acceptable. For they are appointed to feed and watch 
them, until he calls for them to be brought before hinv; at 
which time, his promise is bountifully to reward them. But 
these promises I never knew performed: neither doth he 
perhaps ever think of it after. For when the King is made 
acquainted with the matter* the men that have brought up 
the prisoner are in a manner as bad prisoners themselves ; 
not daring to go home to their houses, without his leave: 
but there they must remain. After some years' stay, the 
common manner is for them to give a fee unto the governor 
of the country* and he will license them to go home; which 
they must be contented with, instead of the promised reward. 
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Chapter IV, 

Concerning some other Englishmen detained 
in that country, 

N the same captivity with ourselves on this island 
was another company of Englishmen, who were 
taken about a year and a half before us, viz.: in the 
year 1658. They were thirteen in number, whose 
names were as follows, viz.: — Master William 
Vassal, John Mekginson, Thomas March, Thomas Kirby, 
Richard Jelp, Gamaliel Gardner, William Day, Thomas 
Stapleton, Henry Man, Hugh Smart, Daniel Holstein 
an Hamburgher, James Gony and Henry Bingham. 

The occasion of their seizure was thus. The ship these 
men belonged to, was the Persia Merchant, Captain Francis 
Johnson Commander; which was lost upon the Maidive 
islands: but they escaped in their boats, and passing along by 
this land went on shore to recruit and buy provisions ; and so 
were taken. The Cingalese that took them, plundered them 
of what they had, except their clothes. Yet one of them, 
John Merginson by name, having cunningly hid his money 
about him, saved it from the heathen : but from his own 
countrymen he could not ; some of them knowing of it, set 
upon him and robbed him of it. But it did them little good, 
for the King hearing of it, sent and robbed the robbers. 

These men thus seized, were carried up before the King, of 
whom he demanded, *' whether the English had wars with the 
Hollanders ? ’* They answered, “ No.” “ Or if the English 
could beat them?” They answered, “They could, and had done 
it lately.” Then he gave order to give them all some clothes ; 
and to Master William Vassal, being the chief of them, a 
double portion. And out of them, he made choice of two 
lads, whom afterwards he sent and took into his Court. Their 
honours and their ends we shall see by and by. 

They were all placed in the city of Kandy, and each of 
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them had a new mat given them to sleep on, and their diet 
was victuals dressed and brought them, twice a day, from the 
King’s own palace. They had clothes al:'> distributed to them 
at another time. So that these men ^ad the advantage of 
us : for we neither had mats nor clothe8» nor had the honour 
of being ever brought into the King’s presence. 

This civil reception upon their first coming up into the city 
put the Persia Merchant men in hope that the King would 
give them their liberty. There was at that time an old 
Portuguese father, Padre Vergonse by name, living in the 
city. With him they discoursed concerning the probability 
of their liberty, and that the favours the King had shown them 
seemed to be good signs of it : but he told them the plain 
truth, that it was not customar}* there to release white men. 
For saying which, they railed on him; calling him “ Popish 
dog ” and ** Jesuitical rogue,*' supposing he spoke as he wished 
it might be : but afterwards, to their grief, they found it to be 
true as he told them. ^ 

Their entertainment was excellently good according to the 
poor condition of the country : but they thought it otherwise, 
very mean ; and not according to the King’s order. Therefore 
that the King might be informed how they were abused, each 
man took the limb of a hen in his hand, and they marched 
rank and file, in order, through the streets, with it in their 
hands to the Court; as a sign to the great men, whereby 
they might see how illy [badly] they were served: thinking 
hereby the King might come to hear of their misusage, and 
so they might have orders to be fed better afterwards. But 
this proved sport to the noblemen who knew well the fare of 
the country : they laughing at their ignorance, to complain 
where they had so little cause. And indeed afterwards, they 
themselves laughed at this action of theirs, and were half 
ashamed of it ; when they came to a better understanding of 
the nature of the county’s diet. 

Yet notwithstanding, Ming not used to such short commons 
of flesh, though they had nee in abundance, and having no 
mon^ to buy more; they had a desire to kill some cows, 
that they might eat their bellies full of beef : but made it 
somewhat a point of conscience, whether it might be lawflil 
or not to take them without leave. Upon which they applied 
themielvea to the old father aforesaia, desiring him to solve 
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this case of conscience : who was very ready to give them a 
dispensation; and told them, ''that forasmuch as the Cingalese 
were their enemies and had taken their bodies, it was very 
lawful for them to satisfy their bodies with their goods." 
And the better to animate them in this design, he bade them 
bring him a piece that he might partake with them. So being 
encouraged by the old father, they went on boldly in their 
intended business. 

Now if you would have an account of the mettle and 
manfulness of these men, as you have already had a taste of 
those of ours ; take this passage. The Jak fruit the King’s 
officers often gather wheresoever it grows, and give it to the 
King’s elephants; and they may gather it in any man’s 
grounds without the owner’s leave, being for the King’s 
use. Now these Englishmen were appointed to dwell in a 
house that formerly belonged unto a nobleman, whom the 
King had cut off, and seized upon it. In the ground 
belonging to this house stood a Jak tree full of fruit. Some 
of the King’s men came thither to gather some to feed 
the elephants : but although the Eaglish had free liberty to 
gather what they could eat or desire ; yet they would « permit 
none but themselves to meddle with thirn, but took the officers 
bv the shoulders and turned them cvut of the garden; 
although there were a great many more fruits than they, 
could tell what to do with. The great men were so civil that 
notwithstanding this affront, they had no punishment upon 
them. But the event of this was, that a few days after, they 
were removed from this house to another where was a 
garden, but no trees in it. And because they would not allow 
the King a few, they lost all themselves. 

I mentioned before two lads of this company, whom the 
King chose out for his own service. Their names were Hugh 
Smart and Henry Man. These being taken into his Court, 
obtained great favour and honour from him, as to be always 
in his presence, and veiy often he would kindly and familiarly 
talk with them, concerning their country, what it afforded, 
and of their King, and his strength for war. 

Till at length Hugh Smart having a desire to hear news 
concerning England, privately to the speech of a Dutch 
Ambassador. Of which the King had notice, but would not 
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believe it, supposing the information was given him out of 
envy to his favourite ; but commanded privately to watch him, 
and if he went again to catch him there: which he not be^ 
aware of, went again and was caught. At which the King 
was very angry : for he allows none to come to the speech m 
Ambassadors ; much less one that served in his presence and 
heard and saw all that passed in Court. Yet the King dealt 
very favourably with him. For had it been a Cingalese, 
there is nothing more sure than that he should have died* for 
it ; but this Englishman’s punishment was only to be sent 
away, and kept a prisoner in the mountains without chains : 
and the King ordered him to be well used there ; w'here indeed 
he lived in better content than in the King’s palace. He 
took a wife there, and had one son by her ; and afterwards 
died by a mischance, which was thus : as he was gathering 
a Jak from the tree by a crook, it [? the tree" fell down upon 
his side, and bruised him ; so that it killed him. 

Henry Man, the other Englishman, yet^ remained in 
favour; and was promoted to be chief over all the King’s 
servants that attended on him in his palace. It happened 
one day that he broke one of the King's china dishes: which 
made him so sore afraid, that he fled for sanctuary' into a 
vehar^ a temple whA'e the chief priests always dwell and 
hold the consultations. This did not a little displease the 
King, this act of his supposing him to be of opinion that 
those priests were able to secure him against the King’s 
displeasure. However he, showing reverence to their order, 
would not violently fetch him from thence ; but sent a kind 
message to the Englishman, bidding him **notto be afraid for 
so small a matter as a dish ” — and it is probable, had he not 
added this fault, he might have escaped without punishment 
— and that he should come, and act in his place as formerlj^/' 
Atwhich message, he came forth; and immediately, as the King 
had given orders, they took hold of him, and bound his arms 
above the elbows behind ; which is their fashion of binding 
men. In which manner, he lay all that night, being bound 
so hard that his arms swelled, and the ropes cut through the 
flesh into the bones. The next day the King commanded a 
nobleman to loose the ropes off his arms, and to put chains 
on his legs; and to keep him in his house, and there feed 
him and cum him. Thus he Uy some six months, and wsi 
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cured ; but had no strength in his arms : and then was taken 
into his office again, and had as much favour from the King, 
gfl before; who seemed much to lament him for his folly,. 
*thu4 to procure his own ruin. 

Not long after, he again offended the,^ing ; which, as it is 
reported, was thus. A Portuguese had been sent for to the 
city [of Kandy] to be employed in the King's service ; to which 
service he had no stomach at all, and was greatly afraid 
thereof, as he justly might be. For the avoiding thereof, 
he sends a letter to this English courtier; wherein he entreated 
him to use his interest to excuse him to the King. The 
Englishman could not read the letter, it being written in 
the Portuguese tongue, but gave it to another to read : which 
when he knew the contents thereof, he thought it not safe 
for him to meddle in that business, and so concealed the 
letter. The person to whom the Englishman had given it to 
read, some time after informed the King thereof. Whereupon 
both the Portuguese that sent the letter, and the Englishman 
to whom it was sent, and the third person that read it (because 
he informed not sooner) were all three, at one time and in 
one place, tom in pieces by elephants. 

After this execution ; the King supposing that we might 
be either discontented in ourselves or discountenanced by 
the people of the land : sent special orders to all parts where 
we dwelt, that we should be of good cheer; and not be 
discouraged, neither abused by the natives. 

Thus jealous is the King of letters, and allows none to 
come or go. 

We have seen how dear it cost poor Henry Man, Master 
William Vassal, another of the Persia Merchant men, was 
therefore more wary of some letters he had ; and came off 
better. This man had received several letters, as it was 
known abroad that he had ; which he, fearing lest the King 
should hear of, thought it most convenient and safe to go to 
the Court and present them himself ; that so he might plead 
in his own defence to the King. Which he did. He acknow- 
ledged to him that he had received letters, and that they 
came to his hands, a pretty while ago ; but withal pretended 
excuses and reasons to clear himself; as that, ** when he 
received them, he knew not that it was against the law and 
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manner of the country ; and when he did know, he t^k 
counsel of a Portuguese priest,*' who was now dead, ** being 
old and, as he thought, well experienced in the country : bat 
he advised him to defer awhile the carrying them unto the King 
until a more convenient season. After this, he did attempt," 
he said, ** to bring them unto the King ; but could not be 
permitted to have entrance through the Watches ; so that 
until now, he could not have opportunity to present them," 

The King at the hearing thereof, seemed not to be displeased 
in the least, but bade him read them : which he did in the 
English language, as they were written ; and the King sat 
very attentive, as if he had understood every word. After 
they were read, the King gave Vassal a letter he had inter- 
cepted, sent to us from Sir Edward Winter, then Agent 
at Fort St. George ^ Madras], and asked the news and contents 
thereof: which Mr. Vassal informed him of, at large. It was 
concerning the victory [on 3rd June 1665! we had gained over 
the Dutch ; when Opdam, Admiral of Holland, was slain ; and 
concerning the number of our ships in that fight : being there 
specified to be an 150 sail. The King incmired much after the 
number of guns and men they carried. The number of men, 
he Master Vassal] computed to be, one ship with another, 
about 300 per ship. At which rate, the King demanded of him, 
how many that was in all ? Which Mr. Vassal went about 
to cast up in the sand, with his finger ; but before he had 
made his figures, the King had done it by head, and bade him 
desist ; saying it was 45,000. 

This news of the Hollanders’ overthrow, and the English 
victory much delighted the King; and he inquired into it very 
particularly. Then the King pretended that he would send a 
letter to the English nation, and bade Master Vassal inform 
him of a trusty bearer : which he was vepr forward to do, 
and named one of the beat of those which he had made . 
trial of. One of the gr^t men there present, objected against 
him ; saying, he was insufficient, and asked him if he knew 
no other. At which. Vassal suspected their design, which 
was to learn who had brought those letters : and so framed 
his answer accordingly, which was, that he knew no other. 

There was much other discourse passed between the King 
and him at this time, in the Portuguese tongue ; which, what 
it was, I could never get out of him, the King having com* 
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manded him to keep it secret : and he saith, he hath sworn 
to himself not to divulge it, till he is out of the King’s hands. 
At -narting, the King told him that for secrecy, he would 
send him home privatelv or otherwise he would have 
dismissed him with druml and honour : but after this, the 
King never sent for him again. And the man that he named 
as fit and able to carry the King’s letter, was sent away 
prisoner to be kept in chains in the country. It is supposed 
that they concluded him to have been the man that brought 
Vassal his letters. 

And thus much of the captivity and condition of the Persia 
Merchant men. 
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ClIAPTEi. V. 

Concerning the means that were used for our cklwcr- 
anct : and what happc^ud to us in the rebellion ; 
aftd how we were settled aftcru^ards. 

Ll of us, in this manner, remained until the year 
1664. At which time arrived a letter on our behalf 
to the King from the Right Worshipful Sir Edward 
Winter, Governor of Fort George, and Agent 
there. The Dutch Ambassador also at that time, 
by a commission from the Governor of Colombo, treated with 
the King for us. With Sir Edward’s message the King was 
much pleased, and with the Dutch Ambassador's mediation 
so prevailed with ; that he promised he would send us away. 

Upon this, he commanded us all to be brought to the city 
of Nillembe, Whither, \\hcn we came, we were very joyful, 
not only upon the hopes of our liberty ; but also upon the 
sight of one another. For several of us had not seen the 
others, since we were first parted [in 1660 . Here also we 
met with the Persia Merchant men; whom, until this time, we 
had not seen. So that we were ^originally j nine and twenty 
English in all. 

Some few days after our arrival at the city, we were all called 
to Court. At which time, standing all of us in one of the palace 
courtyards, the nobles bv command from the King, came 
forth and told us, **that it was His Majesty's pleasure to grant 
unto us our liberty and to send us home to our country ; and 
that we should not any more look upon ourselves as prisoners 
or detained men.” At which, we bowed our heads and thanked 
His Majesty. They told us moreover, '* that the King vras 
intending to send us either with the Dutch Ambassador or by 
the boat which Sir Edward Winter had sent : and that it 
was His Majesty’s goodwill to grant us our choice.'* We 
humbly referred it to His Majesty^s pleasure. They answered* 

His Majesty could and would do his pleasure, but his w&l 





Tempted to entorthe King’s service. 373 

was to know our minds.*’ Alter a short consultation we 
answered, ** Since it was his Majesty’s pleasure to grant us 
our <!il^oice” — ^with many thanks and obeisance — ^*we chose to 
go with the Dutch Ambassador, fearing the boat’s insuffi- 
ciency.” She having, as we were well sensible, laid there a 
great while. And if we had chosen the boat, the danger of 
goings J^at wav, might have served them for a put off to us; 
and a plea to detain us still, out of care of us : and again, had 
we refused the Ambassador’s kindness at this time ; for the 
future, if these things succeeded not with us now, we could 
never have expected any more aid or friendship from that 
nation. In the next place, they told us, ** It was the King’s 
pleasure to let us understand, that all those that were willing 
to stay and serve His Majesty ; should have very great 
rewards, as towns, money, slaves, and places of honour 
conferred upon them.” Which all in general refused. 

Then we were bidden to absent ourselves, while th^ 
returned our answers to the King. By and bye, there came 
an order to call us in, one at a time, when the former 
promises were repeated to every one of us ; of great favours, 
honours and rewards from the King to those that were 
willing to stay with him : and after each one had ^ven his 
answer, he was sent into a comer of the courtyard, and then 
another called ; and so all round, one after another : they 
inquiring particularly concerning each man’s trade and 
office ; handicraftsmen and trumpeters being most desired by 
the King. We being thus particularly examined again; there 
was not one of us that was tempted by the King’s rewards : 
but all in general refused the King’s honourable emplo3rment, 
choosing rather to go to our native country. By which we 
purchased the King’s displeasure. 

After this, they told us, that we must wait at the palace 
gate daily : it being the King’s pleasure that we should make 
our personal appearance before him. In this manner, we 
waited many days. 

At length happened a thing which he least suspected, viz., 
a general rebellion of his people arainst him ; who assaulted 
his palace in the night, but their hearts failed them, daring 
not to enter the apartment where his person was. For 
if they had had courage enough, they might have taken 
him there : for he stayed in his palace until the morning. 
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and then fled into the mountains and escaped their hands s 
but more thzough their cowardliness than his valour. 

This rebellion I have related at large in the Second.Pait 
[of this book] ; whither he that desires to know more of it, 
may have recourse. Only I shall mention here a few things 
concerning ourselves, who were gotten [had got] into the 
midst of these broils and combustions ; being all dS^s now 
waiting upon the King in the city of Nillembe. 

We here break off Captain Knox’s narrative, to give his account of this 

ingt from the Second Part referred to. 

A relatum of the rebellion made against the King, 

T HAPPENED in the ^ar 1664 a.d. About which 
time appeared a fearml blazing star [a comet]. Just 
at the instant of the rebellion, the star was right 
over our heads. And one thing I very much 
wondered at was, that whereas befor^his rebellion, 
the tail stood away towards the westward ; from which side 
the rebellion sprang: the ver>» night after — for I well observed 
it-^the tail turned, and stood away toward the eastward; and 
by degrees it diminished quite away. 

At this time, 1 say, the people of this land, having been 
long and sore oppressed by this King's unreasonable and cruel 
government, had contrived a plot against him : which was to 
assault the King’s Court in the night, and slay him ; and to 
make the Prince his son, king — he being then some twelve or 
fifteen years of age — who was then with his mother the Queen 
in the city of Kandy. 

At this time the King held his Court in a city called 
Nillembe: the situation of which is far inferior to that of 
Kandy ; and as far beyond that of Digligy where he now is. 
Nillembe lieth some fourteen miles southward of the city of 
Kandy. In the place where this city stands, it is reported by 
tradition that an hare gave chase after a dog ; upon which it 
was concluded that that place was fortunate : and so indeed 
it the King. It is environed with hills and vibods. 

The time appointed to put their design in action was the 
axst of December 1664, about twelve in the night. Having 
got a select company (d men — how many 1 know not wsllf 
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but aa it is supposed not above aoo; neither needed they 
luanv here, having so many confederates in the Court — in 
the dead of the night, they came marching into the city. 

The Watch was thought to be of their confederacy : but if 
he were not ; it was not in his power to resist them. 
Howbeit afterwards, whether he were or not, he was executed 
for it. 

The said men being thus in the city, hastened and came 
down to the Court ; and fell upon the great men [nobles] 
which then lay without the palace upon watch — since which 
time, by the King’s order, they lie always within the palace — 
for they were well informed beforehand, who were for them 
and who not. Many who before were not intrusted to know 
of their design, were killed and wounded : and those that 
could, seeing the slaughter of others, got in unto the King ; 
who was walled about with a clay wall, thatched. That was 
all his strength. Yet these people feared to assault him; 
lying still until the morning. 

At which time, the King made way to flee — fearing to stay 
in his palace—endeavouring to get unto the mountains. He 
had not with him above fifty persons. There went with him 
horses ; but the ways were so bad, that he could not ride : 
they were fain to drive an elephant before him, to break the 
way through the woods ; that the King with his followers 
might pass. 

As he fled, they pursued him ; but at a great distance, 
fearing to approach within shot of him : for he wanted not 
excellent fowling pieces ; which are made there. So he got 
safe upon a mountain called Gauluda, some fifteen miles 
distant; where many of the inhabitants that were near, 
resorted to him. Howbeit had the people of the rebel party 
been resolute — who were the major part and almost of all the 
land — this hill could not have secured him, but they might 
have driven him from thence; there being many ways by 
which they might have ascended. 

There is not far from thence, a high and peaked hill called 
Monjhunounour ; where there is but one way to get up, and 
that very steep : at the top are great stones hanging in 
chains to let fall when need requiretii. Had he fled thither, 
there had been no way to come at him : but he never will 
advqiture to go, where he may be stopped in. 
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The people having thus driven away the old Kin^, marched 
away to the city of Kandy, and proclaimed the Pnnce, king; 
giving out to us English who were there, that what they had 
done they had not done rashly, but upon good consideration 
and with good advice : the King by his evil government 
having occasioned it ; who went about to destroy them and 
their country — as in keeping Ambassadors, disannulling of 
trade, detaining all people that came upon his land, killing 
his subjects and their children, and not suffering them to 
enjoy nor to see their wives. All this was contrary to reason ; 
and as they were informed, to the government of other 
countries. 

The Prince being young and tender, and having never been 
out of the palace, nor ever seen any but those that attended 
on his person ; was — as it seemed afterwards — scared to see 
so many coming and bowing down to him, and telling him 
that he was King; and that his father was fled into the 
mountains. Neither did he say or act any tiling ; as not 
owning the business or else not knowing what to say or do. 
This much discouraged the rebels, to see they had no more 
thanks for their pains. And so all things stood until the 
25th of December, at which time they intended to march and 
f^l upon the old King. 

But in the interim, the King's sister flies away with the 
Prince from the Court into the country near unto the King : 
which so amazed the rebels, that they scattered about the 
money, cloth and plunder which they had taken, and were 
going to distribute to the strangers to gain their goodwill 
and assistance ; and fled. Others of their company seeing 
the business was overthrown; to make amends for their 
former fact, turned and fell on their consorts [confederaUs]^ 
killing and taking prisoners all they could. The people were 
now all up in arms one against another : killing whom the^ 
pleased, only saying they were rebels; and taking their 
goods. 

By this time, a great man [nobleman] had drawn out hit 
men, and stood in the held : and there turned, and publicly 
declared for the old King ; and so went to catch the rebels 
that were scattered abroM : who— when he understood tlmt 
tl^ were all fled, and no whole party or body left to resist 
him — marched into the city killing all he could catch. 
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And 80 all revolted, and came back to the King again : 
whilst he only lay still upon his mountain. The King needed 
ffot to take care to catch or execute the rebels, for they 
themselves out of their zeal to him and to make amends for 
what was past; imprisoned and killed all they met, the 
plunder being their own. This continued for eight or ten 
days. 

Which the King hearing of, commanded to kill no more : 
but that whom they took, they should imprison until 
examination was passed : which was not so much to save 
innocent persons from violence as that he might have the 
rebels; to torment them and make them confess their 
confederates. For he spared none that appeared guilty. 
Some to this day lie chained in prison ; being sequestered 
from all their estates, and beg for their living. 

One of the most notable rebels, called Ambou Wbllaraul; 
he sent to Colombo to the Dutch to execute; supposing 
they would invent new tortures for him, beyond what he 
knew of : but they— instead of executing him — cut off his 
chains, and entertained him kindly ; and there he is still in 
the city of Colombo, they reserving him for some designs 
th^ may hereafter have against that country. 

The King could not but be sensible but that it was his 
rigorous government that had occasioned this rebellion ; 
yet he amended it not in the least ; but on the contrary, like 
to Rbhoboam. added yet more to the people’s yoke. 

And being thus safely reinstated in his kingdom again : 
and observing that the life of his son gave encouragement to 
the rebellion ; he resolved to prevent it for the future by 
taking him away : which upon the next opportunity he did 
by poisoning him [pretending to send physic to cure him,, 
when he was sickj. 

But one thing there is, that argues him guilty of imprudence 
and horrible ingratitude : that most of those tiiat went along 
with him when he fled, of whose loyalty he had such ample 
experience, he has since cut off; and that with extreme 
cruelty too. 

In the month of February, z666 ; there appeared in thia 
country another comet or stream in the west ; the head end 
under the horizon, much resembling that which was seen in 
England in December, 1680* The sight of this did much 
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daunt both King and people : having but a year ortwo before 
felt the sad event of a blaming star in this rebellion which I 
have now related. The King sent men upon the highest 
mountains in the land to look if they could perceive the head 
of it : which they could not, it being still under the horizon. 
This continued visible about the space of one month : and by 
that time it was so diminished that it could not be seen. 

But there were no remarkable passages that ensued 
upon it. 

We now resume our Author's narration. 

It was a great and marvellous mercy of Almighty GOD 
to bring us safe through these dangers ; for it so happened 
all along, that we were in the very midst of them. Before 
they gave the assault on the King's palace ; they were con- 
sulting to lay handsonus : fearing lest we might be prejudicial 
to their business in joining to the help and assistance of the 
King against them. For though we were but^cw in com- 
parison ; yet the name of white men was somewhat dreadful 
to them : whereupon, at first, their counsels were to cut us 
off. But others among them advised, that it would be better to 
let us alone, “for that we, being ignorant of their designs'* — 
as indeed we were — “and quiet in our several lodgings ; could 
not be provided to hurt or endanger them : but otherwise, if 
they should lay hands on us, it would certainly come to the 
Ring's ears, and alarm him ; and then all would be frustrated 
and overthrown.*’ This, some of their own party have related 
to us since. These counsels were not given out of any secret 
goodwill any of them bore to us, as I believe : but proceeded 
m>m the overruling hand of GOD, who put those things into 
their hearts for our safety and preservation. 

The people of the city of Nillembe, whence the King fled, 
fan away also ; leaving their houses and goods behind them: 
where we found good prey and plunder, being permitted to 
ransack the houses of all such as were fled away with the 
King. 

The rebels having driven away the King, and marching to 
the city of Kandy to the Prince, carried us along with them ; 
the chief of their party telling us that we should now be of 
good cheer, for what they had done they had done upon very 
good advtement; the King’s ill-government having given an 
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occasion to it : who went about to destroy them and their 
country : and particularly insisted upon such things as might 
be plausible to strangers, such as keeping the Ambassadors, 
discouraging trade, detaining of foreigners that came upon 
his land, besides his cruelties towards themselves that were 
his natural people. All which, they told us, they had been 
informed was contrary to the government of other countries ; 
and now so soon as their business was settled, they assured 
us, they would detain none that were minded to go to their 
own country. 

Being now at Kandy, on Christmas Day, of all the days 
in the year ; they sent to call us to the Court, and gave us 
some money and clothes first, to make us the more willing 
to take up arms ; which they intended then to deliver unto 
us, and to go with them upon a design to fall upon the old 
King in the palace whither he was fled. But in the veiy 
interim of time, GOD being merciful unto us ; the Prince 
with his aunt fled : which so amazed and discouraged them, 
that the money and clothes which they were distributing to 
us and other strangers, to gain us over to them, they 
scattered about the courtyard; and fled themselves. And 
now followed nothing but the cutting of one another’s throats, 
to make themselves appear the more loyal subjects and 
make amends for their former rebellion. 

We, for our parts, little thinking in what danger we were, 
fell into a scramble among the rest, to get what we could of 
the money that was strewed about; being then in great 
necessity and want. For the allowance which formerly we 
had, was in this disturbance lost; and so we remained 
without it for some three months ; the want of which, this 
money did help to supply. 

Having gotten what we could at the Court, we made our 
way to get out of the hurly-burly, to our lodgings : intending, 
as we were strangers and prisoners, neither to meddle nor to 
make on the one side or the other ; being well satisfied, if 
GOD would but permit us quietly to sit and eat such a 
Christmas dinner together, as He had prepared for us. 

For our parts, we had no other dealings with the rebels, 
than to desire them to permit us to go to our native countiy ; 
which liberty they promised we should not want long. 
But being sent for by them to the Court, we durst not but go ; 
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and they giving us such things as we wanted, we could 
not refuse to take them. But the day being turned, put ua 
into great fear ; doubting how the King would take it at our 
hands, from whom, we knew, this could not be hid. 

Into our houses, we got safely : but no sooner were We 
there ; but immediately we were called again by a great man, 
who had drawn out his men, and stood in the field. This 
man, we thought, had been one of the rebels who to secure 
himself upon this change, had intended to run away down to 
Colombo to the Dutch ; which made us repair to him the 
more cheerfully, leaving our meat a roasting on the spit : but 
it proved othen^'ise. For no sooner had he gotten us unto 
him, but he proclaimed himself for the old King; and 
forthwith he and his company, taking us with him, marched 
away to fight or seize the rebels ; but meeting none, went 
into the city of Kandy and there dismissed us, saying, ** he 
would acquaint the King how willing and ready we were to 
fight for him, if need had required.'* Although^ GOD knows, 
it was the least of our thoughts and interns : yet GOD 
brought it to pass for our good. For when the King was 
informed of what we had received of the rebels : this piece of 
good service that we had done or rather were supposed to 
have done, was also told him. At the hearing of which, he 
himself justified us to be innocent, saying, ** Since my absence, 
who was there that would give them victuals? " and, **lt waa 
mere want that made them to take what they did.” Thus 
the words of the King's own mouth acquitted us : and when 
the sword devoured on every side ; yet by the Providence of 
GOD, not one hair of our heads perished. 

The tumults being appeased and the rebellion vanquished; 
the king was settled in his throne again. And all this 
happened in five days. 

W’e were now greatly necessitated for food, and wanted 
some fresh orders from the King's mouth for our future 
subsistence. So that having no other remedy, we were fain 
to go and lay in the highway that leads to the city of 
Kandy a begdng : for the people would not let us go any 
nearer towards the King, as we would have done. There 
therefore we lay, that the King might come to a knowledge of 
ub; and give command for our allowance again. By which 
megns, we obtained our purpose. For having lain there toms 
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two months, the King was pleased to appoint our quarters in 
the country as formerly ; not mentioning a word of sending 
08 away, as he had made us believe before the rebellion. 

Now we were all sent away indeed, not into our own 
country districts, but into new quarters : which being such 
as GOD would have to be no better, we were glad it was so 
well ; being sore a weary of lying in this manner. We were 
all now placed one in a town, as formerly; together with the 
Persia Merchant men also, who hitherto had lived in the city 
of Kandy, and had their provisions brought them out of the 
King’s palace ready dressed. These were now sent away with 
us into the couyiy : and as strict charge was given for our 
good entertainc4nt, as before. 

We were thus dispersed about the towns, here one and there 
another, for the more convenient receiving of our allowance, 
and for the greater ease of the people. And now we were far 
better to pass [in a far better pass] than heretofore ; having 
the language and being acquainted with the manners and 
customs of the people; and we had the same proportion of 
victuals and the like respect as formerly. 

And now they fell into employments as they, pleased, 
either husbandry or merchandizing or knitting caps ; being 
altogether free to do what they will themselves, and to go 
where they will, except running away : and for that end, we 
were not permitted to go down to the sea; but we might 
travel all about the country, and no man regarded us. For 
though the people, some of the first years of our captivity, 
would scarcely let us go any whither, and had an eye upon 
us afterwards; yet in process of time, all their suspicions 
of our going away wore off ; especially when several of the 
English had built them houses ; and others had taken them 
wives, by whom they had children, to the number of eighteen 
living, when I came away. 

Having said all this in general of the English people there, 
I will now continue a further account of myself. 
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Chapter VI. 

A continuation of the Authors particular condition 
after rebellion. He purcha^cth a piece of land. 

Y HAP was to be quartered in a country called 
Handapondoun, lying the westward of the city of 

Kandy; which place liked [pleased] me vciy well, 
being much nearer to the sea th\t,n where I dwelt 
before ; which gave me some probable hopes, that 
in time 1 might chance to make an escape. But in the mean 
time, to free myself from the suspicion of the people — who 
watched me by night, and by day had an eye to all my 
actions — I went to work, with the help of some of my neigh- 
bours to build me another house, upon the bank of a river; 
and intrenched it round with a ditch, and planted an hedge : 
and 80 began to settle myself, and followed my business of 
knitting, and going about the country' a trading ; seeming to 
he very well contented in this condition. 

Lying so long at the city ^of Kandy without allowance, I had 
spent all to some seven shillings ; which served me for a stock 
to set up again in these new quarters ; and — by the blessing 
of my most gracious GOD, which never failed me in all my 
undertakings — I soon came to be well furnished with what that 
country afforded. Insomuch that my neighbours and towns- 
men no more suspected my running away ; but earnestly 
advised me to marry, saying ** it would be an ease and help to 
me:'* knowing that 1 then dressed my victuals myself ; having 
turned my boy to seek his fortune, when we were at the city 
of Kandy. They urged also, ** that it was not convenient for 
a young man as I was to live so solitarily alone in a house ; 
and if it should so come to pass that the King should send 
me hereafter to my country, their manner of marriage," th^ 
said, " was not like ours, and I might without any ofience, 
discharge my wife, and go away/’ 

1 seemed not altogether to slight their counsel, that they 
might the less suspect that I had any thoughts of mine 
own country; but told them, that, "as yet, I was not 
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sufficiently stocked/' and also, ** that I would look for one that 
I could love/* though in my heart 1 never purposed any 
such matter; but on the contrary, did heartily abhor all 
thoughts tending that way. / 

In this place I lived two years and all that time, could 
not get one likely occasion of runniilg for it ; for I thought it 
better to forbear running too great a hazard, by being over 
hasty to escape; than to deprive myself of all hopes for the 
future, when time and experience would be a great help to me. 

In the year 1666, the Hollanders came up and built a fort 
just below me ; there being but a ridge of mountains between 
them and me^' but though so near, I could not come to them, 
a Watch being kept at every passage. The King sent down 
against them two great commanders with their armies ; but 
being not strong enough to expel them ; they lay in these 
Watches to stop them from coming up higher. The name 
of this fort was called Arranderre: which although they could 
not prevent the Dutch from building at that time ; yet some 
years after, when they were not aware, they fell upon it and 
took it ; and brought ^1 the people of it up to Kandy, where 
those that remained alive were, when I came from thence. 

In this country [county] of Hotterakorle where the Dutch 
bad built this fort ; were four Englishmen placed, whereof I 
was one. Respecting all of whom, the King immediately upon 
the news of the Dutch invasion, sent orders to bring up out 
of the danger of the war into Conde Uda; fearing that 
which we were intending to do, viz. — to run away. 

This invasion happening so unexpectedly, and our remove 
being so sudden ; I was forced to leave behind me that 
little estate which GOD had given me, being scattered 
abroad in betel nuts, the great commodity of that country; 
which I was then in parting from. Much ado I had to get 
my clothes brought along with me; the enemies, as they 
called them (but my friends) being so near. And thus I was 
carried out of this county as poor as I came into it, leaving 
all the fruits of my labour and industiy behind me : which 
called to my remembrance the words of Job, " Naked came I 
into this world, and naked shall I return. GOD gave and 
GOD hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.*’ 

We all four were brought together up into a town on the top 
of a mountain, called Lagoondenia : where I and my dear friend 
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and fellow-prisoner Master John Loveland, lived together m 
one house. For by this time, not many of our prople were 
as we were, that is, single men : but seeing so little hope« 
despaired of their lilwrty and had taken wives or bedfellows. 

At our first coming into this town, we were very much 
dismayed ; it being one of the most dismal places that I have 
seen upon that land. It stands alone upon the top of a 
mountain and no other town near it, and has not above 
four or five houses in it. And oftentimes into this town, did 
the King use to send such malefactors as he was minded 
suddenly to cut off. Upon these accounts, our being brought 
to this place, could not but scare us; and the more because it 
was the King's special order and command to place us in this 
very town. 

But this our trouble and dejection, thanks be to GOD ! 
lasted but a day ; for the King seemed to apprehend into 
what a fit of fear and sorrow, this our remove would cast us; 
and to be sensible, how sadly we must needs take it to 
change a sweet and pleasant country such as flandapondoun 
and the country adjacent was, for this most sad and dismal 
mountain. And therefore the next day came a comfoitable 
message from the King’s own mouth, sent by no less a man 
than he who had the chief power and command over those 
people, who were appointed to give us our victuals, where 
we were. This message which, as he said himself, he was 
ordered by the King to deliver to the people in our hearing, 
was this, ** That they should not think that we were male- 
factors, that is, such, who having incurred the King’s 
displeasure, were sent to be kept prisoners there; but -men 
whom his Majesty did highly esteem and meant to promote 
to great honour in his service ; and that they should respect 
us as such, and entertain us accordingly. And if their ability 
would not reach thereunto, it was the King's order,” he said, 
** to bid them sell their cattle and goods, and when that was 
done, their wives and children : rather than we should want 
of our due allowance,” which he ordered should be as formerly 
we used to have : ** and if we had not houses thatched ano 
sufficient for us to dwell in,” he said, ** we should change 
and take theirs.” 

This kind order from the King coming so suddenly, did not 
a little comfort and encourage us : for then we did perceive 
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the King’s purpose and intent in placing us in those remote 
parts, was not to punish us, but there that we might be his 
Initruments to plague and take revenge of that people ; who 
it seems had plundered the King’s palace in the time of the 
late rebellion, when he left it and fled, for this town lies near 
unto the same [i.e. Nilkmhe\ And their office lying about 
the Court, they had the fairer opportunity of plundering it ; 
for the service they have to perform to the King is to carry 
his palanquin, when he pleaseth to ride therein ; and also 
to bring milk every morning to the Court, they being keepers 
of the King’s cattle. 

In this town we remained some three years, by which time 
we were grown quite weary of the place ; and the place and 
people also grown weary of us, who were but troublesome 
guests to them; for having such great authority given us over 
them, we would not lose it ; and being four of us in call one 
of another, we would not permit or suffer them to domineer 
over us. Being thus tired with one another’s company, and 
the King’s order being of an old date, we used all the means 
we could to clear ourselves of one another ; often repairing 
unto the Court to seek to obtain a license that we might be 
removed and placed an3rwhere else ; but there was none that 
durst grant it, because it was the King’s peculiar command 
and special appointment that we must abide in that very 
town. 

During the time of our stay here, we had our victuals 
brought us in good order and due season, the inhabitants 
having such a charge given them by their Governor, and he 
from the King; durst not do otherwise: so that we had but 
little to do ; only to dress and eat, and sit down to knit. 

I had used the utmost of my skill and endeavour to get a 
license to go down to my former quarters, all things being 
now pretty well settled ; hoping that I might recover some of 
my old debts: but by no means could I obtain it. The denial 
of so reasonable a desire, put me upon taking leave. I was 
well acquainted with the way, but yet I hired a man to 
go with me; without which I could not get through the 
Watches : for although I was the master and he the man ; 
yet when we came into the Watches ; he was the keeper and 
I the prisoner. And by this means we passed without being 
suspected. 

SifK, Gar. i . 
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Being come into my old quarters, by pretending that this 
man was sent down from the magistrate to see that my debts 
and demands might be duly paid and discharged, I chanced to 
recover some of them; and the rest 1 gave over for lost: for 
1 never more looked after them. And so I began the world 
anew ; and, by the blessing of GOD, was again pretty well 
recruited, before I left this town. 

In the time of my residence here [at Lagoondenia], I 
chanced to hear of a small piece of land that was to be sold ; 
about which I made very diligent inquir>’ : for although I 
was sore a weary of living in this town, yet I could not get 
out of it ; not having other new quarters appointed me, unless 
I could provide a place for myself to remove to ; which now 
GOD had put into my hand. As for the King's command 1 
dreaded it not much, having found by observ'ation that the 
King’s orders wore away by time, and that the neglect of 
them comes at last to be unregarded. However I was resolved 
to put it to the hazard, come what would. * 

Although 1 had been now some seven or eight years in this 
land, and by this time came to know pretty well the customs 
and constitutions of the nation, yet I would not trust my 
own knowledge ; but to prevent the worst, I went to the 
Governor of that same country w'here the land lay, to desire 
his advice, whether or not 1 might law'fully buy that small 
piece of land. He inquired ** whose, and what land it was ? *' 1 
informed him *^that it had been formerly dedicated to a priest, 
and he at his death had left it to his grandson ; who for want, 
was forced to sell it.” Und^'rstanding this, the Governor 
approved of the business, and encouraged me to buy it; 
saying that such kind of lands only, were lawful hero to be 
bought and sold, and that this was not in the least litigious.” 

Ha\ing gotten both his consent and advice, 1 went on 
cheerfully with my purchase. The place also liked [pUaud\ 
me wondrously well : it being a point of land, standing into 
a cornfield ; so that cornfields were on three sides of it, and 
just before my door, a little com ground belonging thereto 
and very well watered. In the ground besides eight cocoa- 
nut trees, there were all sorts of fruit trees that the 
countiv afforded. But it had been so long desolate that it 
was au overgrown with bushes, and had no sign of a house 
therein. 
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The price of this land was five and twenty larees, that is, 
five dollars, a great sum of money in the account of this 
■country: yet — thanks be to GOD I who had so far enabled me 
after my late and great loss — I was strong enough to lay this 
down. The terms of purchase being concluded on between 
us, a writing was made upon a leaf after that country's 
manner, witnessed by seven or eight men of the best quality 
in the town, which was delivered to me; and I paid the 
money, and then took possession of the land. It lies some 
ten miles to the southward of the city of Kandy in the county 
of Oodanowera, in the town of Elledat. 

Now I went about building a house upon my land, and 
was assisted by three of my countrymen that dwelt near by ; 
Roger Gold, Ralph Knight, and Stephen Rutland : and 
in a short time, w’e finished it. The country people were all 
well pleased to see us thus busy ourselves about buying of 
land, and building of houses ; thinking it would tie our minds 
the faster to their country, and make us think the less upon 
our own. 

Though I had built my new house, yet durst I not yet 
leave my old quarters in Lagoondenia, but waited until a 
more convenient time fell out for that purpose. 1 went away 
therefore to my old home ; and left my aforesaid three English 
neighbours to inhabit it in my absence. 

Not long after, I found a fit season to begone to my estate 
at Elledat : and upon my going the rest [of the four] left the 
town [of Lagoondenia] also, and went and dwelt elsewhere ; 
each one lived where he best liked. But by this means, we 
all lost a privilege which we had befoit ; which was, that our 
victuals were brought unto us: and now we were forced to 
go and fetch them ourselves; the people alleging, truly 
enough, that they were not bound to carry our provisions 
about the countiy after us. 

Being settled in my new house, I began to plant ground 
full of all sorts of fruit trees, which, by the blessing of GOD, 
all grew and prospered, and yielded me plenty and good 
increase ; sufficient both for me and those that dwelt with 
me : for the three Englishmen I left at my house when I 
departed back to Lagoondenia, still lived with me. 

We were all single men, and we agreed very well together, 
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and were helpful to one another. And for their help and 
assistance, I freely granted them liberty to use and enjoy 
whatsoever the ground afforded, as much as myself. And, 
with a joint consent, it was concluded amongst us, ‘*that only 
single men and bachelors should dwell there; and that such 
as would not be conformable to this present agreement, 
should depart and absent himself from our society ; and also 
forfeit his right and claim to the forementioned privilege, 
that is, to be cut off from all benefit of whatsoever the trees 
and ground afforded.*’ 

1 thought fit to make such a covenant, to exclude women 
from coming in among us, to prevent all strife and dissension, 
and to make all possible provision for the keeping up of love 
and quietness among ourselves. 

In this manner, we four lived together some two years 
very lovingly and contentedly; not an ill word passing 
between us. We used to take turns in keeping at home, 
while the rest went forth about their business. For our 
house stood alone, and had no neighbour near it : therefore 
we always left one within. The rest of the Englishmen 
lived round about us ; some four or five miles distant, and 
some more : so that we were, as it were, within reach one of 
another, which made us like our present situation the more. 

Thus we lived upon the mountains, being beset round about 
us with Watches, most of our people being now married; 
so that now all talk and suspicion of our running away was 
laid aside; neither indeed wzs it scarcely possible. The 
effect of which was that now we could walk from one to the 
other, or where we would upon the mountains ; no man 
molesting or disturbing us in the least : so that we began to 
go about a pedling and trading in the country further towards 
the northward, carrying our caps about to sell. 

By this time, two of our company [Roger Gold and 
Ralph Knioht] seeing but little hopes of liberty, thought it 
too hard a task thus to lead a single life; and married; 
which when they had done, according to the former agreement, 
th^ departed from us. 

w that our company was now reduced to two, namely, 
myself and Stephen Rutland; whose inclination and 
resdotion was as steadfast as mine against marriage. And 
we patted not to the last, but came away together. 
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Chapter VI L 


A return to jAe rest of the English^ with some further 
accounts of them. And some further discourse 
of the Authors course of life. 



Et us now make a visit to the rest of our country- 
men ; and see how they do. 

They reckoning themselves in for their lives, in 
order to their future settlement, were generailly 
disposed to marry ; concerning which we have 


had many and sundiy disputes among ourselves: as particu- 


larly, concerning the lawfulness of matching with heathens 
and idolaters, and whether the Cingalese marriage were any 


better than living in whoredom, there being no Christian 
priests to join them together ; and it being allowed by their 
laws, to change their wives and take others, as often as they 


pleased. 

But these cases we solved for our own advantage, aft^ 
this manner, “that we were but flesh and blood;’* and that it 


is said “ it is better to marry than to bum ; “ and that, “ as 
far as we could see, we were cut off from all marriages 


anywhere else, even for our lifetime, and therefore that we 
must marry with these or with none at all : and when the 
people in Scripture were forbidden to take wives of str^gers, 
It was then when they might intermarry with their own 
people, and so no necessity lay on them ; and that when 
they could not, there are examples in the Old Testament 
upon record, that they took wives of the daughters of the 
land, wherein they dwelt.” 

These reasons being urged, there were none among us. 


that could object ought against them: especially if those that 
were minded to marry women here did take them for their 
wives during their lives ; as some of them say they do, and 
most of the women they many are such as do profess 


themselves to be Christians. 
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As for mine own part, however lawful these marria($ea 
might be, yet I judged it far more convenient for roe to 
abstain, and that it more redounded to my good, having 
always a reviving hope in me that my GOD had not for- 
saken me, but that according to his gracious promise to 
the Jews in the 30th chapter of Deuteronomy, and the 
beginning, ** would turn my captivity, and brii^g me into the 
land of my fathers." These and such like meditations, 
together with my prayers to GOD, kept me from that unequal 
yoke of unbelievers; which several of my country'^men and 
fellow-prisoners put themselves under. 

By this time, our people, having plied their business hard, 
had almost knit themselves out of work ; and now caps were 
become a very dead commodity, which were the chief stay 
they had heretofore to trust to. So that now, most of them 
betook themselves to other employments : some to husbandry, 
ploughing ground, and sowing rice and keeping cattle ; others 
distilled arrack to sell : others went about the country a 
trading. For that which one part of the land affords is a 
good commodity to carry to another that wants it. And thus, 
with the help of a little allowance, they make a shift to 
subsist. Most of their wives spin cotton yarn ; which is a 
great help to them for clothing; and, at spare times, also knit. 

After this manner, by the blessing of GOD, our nation hath 
lived and still doth, in as good a fashion as any other people 
or nation whatsoever that are strangers there, or as any of the 
natives themselves : the grandees and courtiers only excepted. 
This I speak to the praise and glory of our GOD, who loves 
the stranger in giving him food and raiment ; and that hath 
been pleased to give us favour and a good repute in the sight 
of our enemies. We cannot complain for want of justice in 
any wrongs we have sustained by the people, or that our 
cause hath been discountenanced : but rather that we have 
^en favoured above the natives themselves. 

One of our men happened to be beaten by a neighbour. At 
which, we were very much concerned, taking it as a reproach 
to our nation ; and fearing that it might embolden others to 
do the like 1^ the rest of us : therefore, with joint consent, 
we all concluded to go to the Court to complain, and to desire 
satisfkcUon from the Adigar. Which we did. Upon this, 
the man who had beaten the Englishman was summoned 
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in, to appear before him : who, seeing so many of us there 
apd fearing the cause would go very hard with him, to make 
the judge his friend, gave him a bribe. He having received 
it, would have shifted off the punishment from the malefactor : 
but we, day after day, followed him from house to Court and 
from place to place, wherever he went ; demanding justice 
and satisfaction for the wrong we had received, and showing 
the black and blue blows upon the Englishman’s shoulders 
to all the rest of the noblemen at Court. He, fearing therefore 
lest the King might be made acquainted therewith, was forced 
— ^though much against his will — ^to clap the Cingalese in 
chains. In which condition, after he had got him; he 
released him not, till besides the former fee, he had given 
him another. 

Lately [i,e, about 1678], was Richard Varnham taken into 
the King's service, and held as honourable employment as 
ever any Christian had, in my time ; being Commander of 
970 soldiers, and set over all the great guns; and besides this 
several towns were put under him. A place of no less profit 
than honour. The King gave him an excellent silver sword 
and halbert, the like to which the King never gave to any 
white man in my time. But he had the good luck to die a 
natural death : for had not that prevented, in all probability 
he should have followed the two Englishmen spoken of before, 
that served him. 

Some years since, some of our nation took up arms under 
the King : which happened on this occasion. The Hollanders 
had a small fort in the King's country, called Bibligom fort. 
This the King minding to take and demolish, sent his army 
to besiege it ; but it was pretty strong : for there were about 
ninety Dutchmen in it besides a good number of black 
soldiers; and it had four guns, on each point of the compass 
one. Being in this condition, it held out. 

Some of the great men informed the King of several Dutch 
runaways in his land that might be trusted, as not daring to 
turn again, for fear of the gallows ; who might help to reduce 
the fort : and that also there were white men of other nations 
that had wives and children from whom they would not run ; 
and that these might do him good service. Unto this advice 
the King inclined. Whereupon the King made a declaration 
to invite the foreign nations into his service against 



392 The King enlists strangers^ 

Bibligom fort, that he would compel none, hut that such as 
were willing of their own free accord, the King would take it 
kindly, and they should be well rewarded. 

Now there entered into the King's service upon this 
expedition, some of all nations ; both Portuguese, Dutch, and 
English ; about the number of thirty. To tdl that took arms, 
he gave the value of twenty shillmgs in money, and three 
pieces of calico for clothes: and commanded them to wear 
breeches, hats, and doublets; a great honour there. The King 
intended a Dutchman, who had been an old servant to him, 
to be captain over them all : but the Portuguese not caring to 
be under the command of a Dutchman, desired a captain of 
their own nation ; which the Kin^ granted, stud3ring to please 
them at this time. But the English, being but six, were too 
few to have a captain over them ; and so were forced some 
to serve under the Dutch, and some under the Portuguese 
captain. There were no more of the English, because ^ing 
leh at their liberty, they thought it safest to dwell at home ; 
and cared not much to take arms under a heathen against 
Christians. 

They were all ready to go, their arms and amunition ready, 
with guns prepared to send down ; but before they went, 
tidings came that the fort yielded at the King's mercy. After 
this, the whites thought they had got an advantage of the 
King, in having these gifts for nothing ; but the King did not 
intend to part with them so, but kept them to watch at his 
gate; and now they are reduced to g^reat poverty and 
necessity. 

For since the King's first gift, they have never received 
any pay or allowance: though they have often made their 
addresses to him to supply their wants; signifying their 
forwardness to serve him faithfully. He speaks them fair, 
and tells them he will consider them ; but does not in the 
least regard them. Many of them since, after three or four 
years' service, have been glad to get o^er poor runaway 
Dutchmen to serve in their steads ; giving them as much 
money and clothes as they received from the King before, 
that so th^ might get free to come home to their wives 
and children. 

The Dutch captain would afterwards have forced the rest 
of the English to have come under him, and called them 
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traitors," because they would not; and threatened them: but 
thi^ scorned him and bid him do his worst, and would never 
be persuaded to be soldiers under him ; saying, that " it was 
not so much his zeal to the King’s service, as his own pride 
to make himself greater^ by having more men under him." 

I will now turn to the progress of my own stoiy. 

It was now about the year 1672. I related before, that my 
family was reduced to two, myself ahd one honest man more* 
We lived solitarily and contented, being well settled in a good 
house of my own. Now we fell to breeding up goats. We 
begun with two, but, by the blessing of GOD, they soon came 
to a good many ; and their flesh served us instead of mutton* 
We kept hens and hogs also. And seeing no sudden likelihood 
of liberty, we went about to make all things handsome and 
convenient about us ; which might be serviceable to us while 
we lived there, and might further our liberty, whensoever we 
should see an occasion to attempt it : which it did, in taking 
away all suspicion from the people concerning us ; who — not 
having wives as the others had — ^they might well think, lay 
the readier to take any advantage to make an escape. Which 
indeed we two did plot and consult about between ourselves, 
with all imaginable privacy, long before we could go away : 
and therefore we laboured, by all means, to hide our designs, 
and to free them from so much as suspicion. 

We had now brought our house and ground to such a 
perfection, that few noblemen's seats in the land could excel 
us. On each side was a great thorn gate for entrance, which 
is the manner of that country. The gates of the city are of 
the same. We built also another house in the yard, all open 
for air , for ourselves to sit in, or any neighbours that came to 
talk with us. For seldom should we be alone; our neighbours 
oftener frequenting our house than we desired : out of whom 
to be sure, we could pick no profit ; for their coming was 
always either to beg or to borrow. For although we were 
strangers and prisoners in their land, yet they would confess 
that Almighty GOD had dealt far more bountifully with us 
than with them, in that we had a far greater plenty of all 
things than they. 

I now began to set up a new trade. For the trade of 
knitting was grown dead : and husbandry I could not folloWf 
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not having a wife to help and assist me therein ; a great part 
of husbandry properly belonging to the woman to manage. 
Whereupon 1 perceived a trade in use among them, which 
was to lend out com : the benefit of which was fifty per cent, 
per annum. This I saw to be the easiest and most profitable 
way of living : whereupon I took in hand to follow it ; and 
what stock 1 had, I converted into com or rice in the husk. 
And now as customers came for corn, I let them have it; to 
receive back at their next harvest, when their own com was 
ripe, the same quantity 1 had lent them, and half as much 
more. But as the profit is great, so is the trouble of getting 
it in also. For he that useth this trade must watch when 
the debtor's field is ripe and claim his due in time ; otherwise 
other creditors coming before him, will seize all upon the 
account of their debts, and leave no com at all for those that 
come later. For these that come thus a borrowing, generally 
carry none of their com home when it is ripe: for their 
creditors ease them of that labour, by coming iioto their fields 
and taking it ; and commonly they have not half enough to 
pay what they owe. So that they that miss getting their 
debts this year, must stay till the next; when it will be 
doubled, two measures for one ; but the interest never runs 
up higher, though the debt lies seven years unpaid. By means 
thereof I was put to a great deal of trouble *, and was forced 
to watch early and late to get in my debts, and many times 
missed of them after all my pains. Howbeit when my stock 
did increase so that 1 had dealings with many ; it mattered 
not if 1 lost in some places; the profit of the rest was 
sufficient to bear that out. 

And thus, by the blessing of GOD, my little was increased 
to a gp^at deal. For He had blessed me so, that I was able 
to lend to my enemies ; and had no need to borrow of them ; 
80 that I might use the words of Jacob, not out of pride 
of myself, but thankfulness to GOD, ** that He brought me 
hither with my staff, and blessed me so here, that 1 became 
two bands." 

For some years together after 1 had removed to my own 
house from Lagoondenia, the Mople from whence 1 came 
continued my allowance, that 1 had when I lived amc^ 
them ; but now in plain terms, they told me " they could give 
it to me no more; and that 1 was better able to live without 
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ft, than they to give it me:’* which though I knew to be true, 
yet 1 thought not fit to lose that portion of allowance, which 
the King was pleased to allow me. Therefore I went to Court 
and appealed to the Adigar, to whom such matters did 
belong: who upon consideration of the people’s poor condition, 
appointed me monthly to come to him at the King’s 
palace for a ticket to receive my allowance out of the King’s 
storehouses. 

Hereby I was brought into a great danger ; out of which 
I had much ado to escape, and that with the loss of my 
allowance for ever aften I shall relate the manner of it in 
the next chapter. 
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Chapter VIII 

H<nu the A ntkar had like to have been received into 
Uu Kin^s service, and what means he used 
to avoid it. He meditates and attempts 
an escape ; but is often prei^entcd. 

His frequent appearance at the Court, and waiting 
there for my tickets; brought me to be taken notice 
of by the great men, insomuch ** that they wondered 
1 had been all this while forgotten, and never been 
brought before the King; being so ht, as they would 
suppose me, for his use and service ; sa)‘ing, tj^at from hence- 
forward I should fare better than that allowance amounted 
to; as soon as the King waS made acquainted with me." 
Which words of theirs served instead of a ticket. Whereupon 
fearing that 1 i^uld suddenly be brought in to the Kmg» 
which thing 1 ^ost of all feared and least desired ; and 
hoping that out of sight might prove out of mind, 1 resolved 
to forsake the Court, and never more to ask for tickets : 
especially seeing GOD had dealt so bountifully with me as to 
give me ability to live well enough without them : as when 
Israel had eaten of the com of the land of Canaan, thp 
manna ceased ; so when 1 was driven to forego my allowance 
that had all this while sustained me in this wilderness, GOD 
in other ways provided for me. 

From this time forward to the time of my flight out of the 
land, which was five years ; 1 neither had nor demanded 
any more allowance : and glad 1 was that I could escape so. 

But 1 must have more trouble flrst. For, some four or five 
days after my last coming from Court, there came a soldier to 
me, sent from the Adigar, with an order in writing under his 
hand, ** that upon sight thereof, I should immediately dispatch 
and come to the Court, to make my personal appearance 
before the King : and that in case of any delay, toe officers 
of the country were thereby authorised and commanded to 
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Miist the hearer, and to see the same order speedily 
performed.** 

The chief occasion of this, had been a person, not long 
befot5 my near neighbour and acquaintance, Owa Matteral 
by name, who knew my manner of life, and had often been 
at my house ; but now was taken in and employed at Court : 
and he out of friendship and goodwill to me, was one of the 
chief qptors in this business, that he might bring me to 
preferment at Court. 

Upon the abovesaid summons, there was no remedy, 
but to Court I must go. Where I first applied myself to my 
said old neighbour, Owa Matteral, who was the occasion of 
sending for me. I signified to him ‘*that I was come in 
obedience to the warrant, and I desired to know the reason 
why 1 was sent for.” To which he answered, ” Here is good 
news for you. Your are to appear in the King's presence, 
where you will find great favour and honourable entertainment ; 
far more than any of your countrymen yet have found.” 
Which the great man thought would be a strong inducement 
to persuade me joyfully to accept of the King's employments. 
But this was the thing I always most dreaded, and endeavoured 
to shun ; knowing that being taken into Court would be a 
means to cut ofif all hopes of liberty from me ; which was 
the thing that I esteemed as equal unto life itself. 

Seeing myself brought into this pass, wherein I had no 
earthly helper, I recommended my cause to GOD ; desiring 
Him in whose hands are the hearts of kings and flringes, to 
divert the business: and my cause being just and right, I 
was resolved to persist in a denial. My case seemed to me 
to be like that of the four lepers at the gate of Samaria. No 
avoiding of death for me. If out of ambition and honour, 
I should have embraced the King's service; besides the 
depriving myself of all hopes of liberty, in the end 1 must be 
put to death, as happens to all that serve him : and to deny his 
service, could be but death ; and it seemed to me, to be the 
better death of the two. For if I should be put to death, 
only because I refused his service ; I should be pitied as one 
that died innocently: but if I should be executed in his 
service, however innocent I was, I should be certainly 
reckon^ a rebel and a traitor; as they all are, whom he 
tommands to be cut off. 
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Upon these considerations, having thus set my resolutions, 
as GOD enabled me, I returned him this answer. ** First, 
that the English nation to whom 1 belonged, had never done 
any violence or wrong to their King, either in word or ^ed. 
Secondly, that the causes of my coming on their lana was 
not like that of other nations, who were either enemies taken 
in war; or such as by reason of poverty or distress, were driven 
to sue for relief, out of the King’s bountiful liberality;*orsuch 
as fled for the fear of deserved punishment : whereas, as they 
all well knew, I came not upon any of these causes, but .on 
account of trade; and came ashore to receive the King’sorders, 
which by notice we understood were come concerning us, 
^ and to render an account to the Dissauva of the reasons and 
occasions of our coming into the King’s port. And that by 
the grief and sorrow I had undergone, by being so long 
detained from my native country — but, for which I thanked 
the King’s majesty, >^ithout want of anything — I scarcely 
enjoyed myself : for my heart was always absent from my 
body.” Hereunto adding, my insufficiency and inability for 
such honourable employment; being subject to many in> 
flrmities and diseases of body. 

To this he replied, ” Cannot you read and write English ? 
servile labour the King requireth not of you.” 

I answered, ” When I came ashore I was but young, and 
that which 1 then knew, now I had forgotten for want of 
practice; having had neither ink nor |>aper ever since I came 
ashore.” 1 urged moreover ” that it was contrary to the 
custom and practice of all kings and princes upon the earth, 
to keep and detain men that came into their countries upon 
such peaceable accounts as we did; much less to compel 
them to ser\'e them, bevond their power and ability.” 

At my first coming before him, he looked very pleasingly, and 
spake with a smiling countenance to me ; but now his smiles 
were turned into frowns, and his pleasing looks into bended 
brows: and in rough language, he bade roe begone, and tell 
roy tale to the Adigar. Which immediately I did ; but he 
being busy, did not much regard roe : and 1 was glad of it, 
that 1 might absent myself from the Court ; but I durst not 
go out of the city [of bigligy] . Sore afhtid I was, that evil 
would befall me ; and the best 1 could expect, was to be pot 
In chains. All my refuge was in prayer to QOD» ** whose 
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hand was not shortened that it could not save: ” and “would 
Uiake all things work together for good to them that trust in 
Him.*' From Him only did 1 expect help and deliverance in 
that .time of need. 

In this manner, I lodged in an Englishman's house that dwelt 
in the city, ten days : maintaining myself at my own charge, 
waiting with a sorrowful heart and daily expecting to hear 
my doom . I n t he meantime my countrymen and acquaintance : 
some of them blamed me for refusing so fair a proffer, whereby 
I might not only have lived well myself, but also have been 
helpful unto my poor countrymen and friends ; others of them 
pitying me, suspecting, as I did, nothing but a wrathful 
sentence from so cruel a tyrant, if GOD did not prevent it. 
And Richard Varnham — who was, at this time, a great man 
about the King — was not a little scared to see me run the 
hazard of what might ensue; rather than be partaker with 
him in the felicities of the Court. 

It being chargeable thus to lie at the city, and hearing 
nothing more of my business ; I took leave without asking, 
and went home to my house, ^*ch was but a day's distance 
to get some victuals to carr3rR|^ me, and to return again. 
Blit soon after I came home, I ^s sent for again ; so I took 
my load of victuals with me, ard arrived at the city : but 
went not to the Court but to former lodging; where 1 
stayed as formerly, until I had speit. all my provisions. And 
by the good hand of my GOD upon me ; I never heard any 
more of that matter. Neither came 1 any more into the 
presence of the great men at Court ; but dwelt in my own 
plantation, upon what GOD provided for me by my labour 
and industry. 

For now I returned to my former course of life : dressing 
my victuals daily with my own hands, and fetching both 
wood and water upon mine own back. And this, for ought 1 
could see to the contrary, I was likely to continue for my 
lifetime. This I could do for the present ; but I began to 
consider how helpless I should be, if it should please GOD 
that I should live till I grew old and feeble. So I entered 
upon a consultation with myself for the providing against 
this. One way was, the getting of me a wife ; but that I 
was resolved never to do. Then I began to inquire for some 
poor body to live with me ; to dress my victuals for me, that 
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I mig^t live at a little more ease : btit could not find any to 
tny mind. Whereupon I considered that there was no beUer 
way, than to take one of my poor countrymen's children, 
whom I might bring up to learn both my own language and 
religion : and this might be not only charity to the child ; 
but a kindness to myself also afterwards. And several there 
were that would be glad so to be eased of their charge, having 
more than they could well maintain. A child therefore I took, 
by whose aptness, ingenuity and company, as I was much 
delighted at present; so afterwards 1 hoped to be served. 

It was now about the year 1673. Although 1 had now 
lived many years in this land, and, GOD be praised 1 1 wanted 
for nothing the land afforded; yet I could not forget my 
native country, England, and lamented under the famine 
OOD*s Word and Sacraments : the want whereof 1 found 
greater than all earthly wants, and my daily and fervent 
prayers to GOD were, in His good time, to restore me to the 
enjoyment of them. 

1 and my companion [Stephen Rutland] were still 
meditating upon our escape land the means to compass it ; 
which our pedling about th^^untry did greatly promote. For 
speaking well the languag^^nd going with our commodities 
from place to place; we t>sed often to entertain discourse 
with the country people, n«tnely, concerning the ways and the 
countries; and where there were most and fewest inhabitants; 
and where and how the Watches laid from one country 
[dtstrici] to another; and what commodities were proper to 
cany from one part to the other : pretending we would, from 
time to time, go from one place to another to furnish our- 
selves with the wares that the respective places afforded. None 
doubted but that we bad made these inquines for the sake of 
our trade ; but ourselves had other designs in them : neither 
was there the least suspicion of us, for these our questions ; 
aU supposing I would never run awav and leave such an 
estate as in their accounts and esteem I had. 

By diligent inquiry, I bad come to understand that the 
easiest and most probable way to make an escape, was^by 
travelling to the northward : that part of the land being lea^ 
ilihabitea. Therefore we furnished ourselves with such wares 
Si were vendilde in those parts, as tobacco, pepper, garlic, 
eombt, all sorts of iron ware,&c: and being laden with these 
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thiim; we two set forth, bending our course towards the 
, northern parts of the island, knowing very little of the way. 
‘ And the ways of this countiy generally are intricate and 
difficult, there being no great highways that run through the 
land ; but a multitude of little paths, some from one town to 
another, some into the fields, and some into the woods where 
they sow their corn : and the whole country is covered with 
wo^s, so that a man cannot see anything but just before 
him. And that which makes them most difficult of all is, 
that the ways shift and alter : new ways being often made 
and old ways stopped up. For they cut down woods, and 
sow the ground : and having got one crop off from it, they 
leave it ; and the wood soon grows over it again. And in 
case a road went through those woods, they stop it, and 
contrive another way ; neither do they regard though it goes 
two or three miles about. And to ask and inquire the way, 
was very dangerous for us white men: it occasioning the 
people to suspect us. And the Cingalese themselves never 
travel in countries [districts] where they are not experienced, 
without a ^ide, it being so difficult: and there was no 
getting a guide to conduct us down to the sea. 

But we made a shift to travel from Conde Uda downwards 
towards the north, from town to town ; happening at a place, 
at last, which 1 knew before: having been brought up 
formerly from Coswat that way, to descend the hill called 
Bocaul ; where there is no Watch but in time of great dis- 
turbance. Thus, by the providence of God, we passed all 
difficulties until we came into the country of Nuweeracalava; 
which are the lowest parts that belong to the King ; and 
some three days* journey from the place whence we came 
[viz. ElUdat,] 

We were not a little glad that we were gotten so far 
onwards in our way, but yet at this time we could go no 
further ; for our wares were all sold, and we could pretend 
no more excuses : and also we had been out so long that it 
might cause our townsmen to come and look after us; it 
bemg the first time that we had been so long absent from 
home. 

In this manner, we went Into these northern parts, eight 
or ten times ; and once got as far as Hourly, a town in the 

MN9. Gam, X. 
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eEtremities of the King's dominions : but yet we could not 
attain our purpose. For this northern countiy being much 
subject to dr>^ weather, and having no sprinip ; we were fain 
to drink of the ponds of rain water, wherein the cattle lie 
and tumble : which would be so thick and muddy that the 
very filth of it would hang in our beards when we drank* 
This did not agree with our bodies, we being used to drink 
pure spring water only : by which means, when we first used 
to visit those parts, we used often to be sick of violent 
fevers and agues when we came home* Which diseases 
happened not only to us, but to all other people that dwelt 
upon the mountains, as we did, whensoever they went down 
i-to those places: and commonly the major part of those 
that fell sick, died. At w^hich the Cingalese were so scared, 
that it was very seldom that they did adventure their bodies 
down thither. Neither, truly, would I have done it, were it 
not for those future hopes; which GOD of His mercy, did at 
length accomplish. For both of us smarted sufficiently by 
those severe fevers we got, so that we should both lay sick 
together, and one not able to help the other : insomuch that 
our countr>'men and neighbours used to ask us, if we went 
thither purposing to destroy ourselves ; they little thinking, 
and we not daring to tell them of our intent and design. 

At length we learned an antidote and counterpoison 
against the filthy venomous water ; w^hich so operated, by the 
blessing of GOU, that after use thereof, we had no more 
sickness. It is only a dry leaf — ^they call it in Portuguese 
BaH^a — beaten to powder with some of the country's 
And this we ate morning and evening, upon an empty 
stomach. It intoxicates the brain, and makes one giddy; 
without any other operation, either by stool or vomit. 

Thus every voyage we gathered more experience 

and got lower down ; for this is a large and spacious countiy. 
We travelled to and fro where the ways led us ; according to 
their own proverb, The beggar and the tnerchani are never out of 
the way ; because the one begs and the other trades wherever 
they go. Thus we used to ramble until we had sold all gm 
wares ; and then went home for more : and these meaiMi 
we grew acquainted both with the people and the paths. 

In these parts, 1 met with my black bc^, whom 1 hill 
divers years before turned away; who bad now a wife and 
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children. He proved a gmt help to me in directing me in 
the ways; for he had lived many years in these parts, 
j^erceiying him to be able, and also in a very poor and sad 
condition, not able to maintain his family; I adventured 
once to ask him if a good reward would not be welcome to 
him, for guiding us two down to the Dutch ; which having 
done, he might return, and nobody be the wiser. At which 
proposition he seemed to be very joyful, and promised to 
undertake the same: only at this time, for reasons he 
alleged, which to me seemed probable, as that it was harvest 
time and many people about ; it could not so safely and 
conveniently be done now, as it might be, some two months 
after. 

The business was concluded upon, and the time appointed 
between us : but it so fell out, that at the very precise time, 
all things being ready to depart on the morrow ; it pleased 
GOD— whose time was not yet come — to strike me with a 
most grievous pain in the hollow on my right side, that for 
five days together 1 was not able to stir from the fireside ; but 
by warming it and fomenting and chafing it, I got a little ease. 

Afterward, as soon as I was recovered and had got 
strength, we went down, and carried one Englishman more 
with us for company, for our better security ; seeing that we 
must travel by night upon our flight : but though we took him 
with us, we dared not to tell him of our design, because he 
had a wife ; intending not to acquaint him with it, till the 
business was just ready to be put into action. But when we 
came, expecting to meet with our guide ; he was gone into 
another country : and we knew not where to find him or how 
to run away without him. Thus we were disappointed that 
time. 

But, as formerly, we went to and fro, until we had sold 
our ware ; and so returned home again, and delivered the map 
to his Mdfe : but never told him an^hing of our intended 
design, fearing lest if he knew iyhe might acquaint her with 
it ; and so all our purposes coming to be revealed, might be 
overthrown for ever afterwards. For we were resolved, by 
G0D*8 help still to persevere in our design. 

Some eight or nine years, one after another, we followed 
this trade, going into this country on purpose to seek to get 
beyond tb* inhabitants ; and so to run away through the 

26 * 
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RToods to the Hollanders. Three or four years together, the 
weather prevented us, when the countiy was almost starved 
for want of rain ; all which time they never tilled 
tne ground. The wells also were almost all diy, so that in 
the towns we could scarcely get water to drink or victuals to 
eat ; which affrighted us, at those times, from running into 
the woods, lest we might perish for thirst. All this while 
upon the mountains, where our dwelling was, there was no 
want of rain. 

We found it an inconvenience when we came three of us 
down together ; reckoning it might give occasion to the people 
to suspect our design, and so to prevent us from going thithtr 
again. Some of the English as followed such a trade as we 
did, had been down that way with their commodities : but 
having felt the smart of that countr>'*s sickness, would go 
there no more ; finding as much profit in nearer and easier 
journeys. But we still persisted in our courses this way, 
having some greater matter to do here thai^ to sell wares, 
via. to find out this Northern Discovery: which, in GOD'S 
good time, we did effect* 
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Chapter IX. 

49 

How the Author began his escape^ and got onward 
of his way, about an hundred miles. 



Aving often gone this way to seek for liberty, but 
could not yet find it; we again set forth, to try 
what success GOD Almighty would now give us, 
in the yeajL 1679, on the 22nd of September; 
furnished With such arms as we could well cany 
with safety and secrecy, which were knives and small axes : 
we carried also several sorts of ware to sell as formerly. The 
moon being seven and twenty days old ; which we had so 
contrived, that we might have a light moon, to see the better 
to run away by: having left an old man at home, whom I had 
hired to live with me, to look after my house and goats. 

We went down at the hill Bocaul, where there was now no 
Watch ; and but seldom any. From thence, down to the town 
of Bonder Coswat, where my father died. And by the town 
of Nicavar, which is the last town belonging to Hotkorle in 
that road. From thenceforward, the towns stand thin : for it 
was sixteen miles to the next town, called Parroah, which lay 
in the country of Nuwerakalawe ; and all the way through a 
wilderness called Parroah Mocolane, full of wild elephants 
ti^rs and bears. 

Now we set our design for Anuradhapoora, which is the 
lowest place inhabited belonging to the kingdom of Kandy ; 
where there is a Watch always kept : and nearer than twelve 
or fourteen miles of this town, as yet, we had never been. 

When we came into the midst of this countiy, we heard 
that the Governor thereof had sent officers from the Court to 


dispatch away the King’s revenues and duties to the city [of 
Diglig3r], and that they were now come into the countiy: which 
put us into no small fear, lest if they saw us, they should send 
us hack again. Wherefore we edged away into the western- 
most parts of Ecpoulpot, being a remote part of thact country, 
whercan we now were : and there we sat knitting, until we 
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heard they were gone. But this caused us to overshoot our 
time, the moon spending so fast. As soon as we h^ard that 
they were departed out of the country, we went onwards of 
our journey, having kept most of our wares^ for a pretence 
to have an occasion to go further; and having bought a good 
parcel of cotton >'am to Imit caps withal : the rest of our wareSt 
we gave out, was to buy dried flesh with, which only in those 
lower parts is to be sold. 

Our way now lay, necessarily, through the chief Governor’s 
yard at Colliwilla [? KaUuvtUa] ; who dwells there purposely to 
see and examine all that go and come. This greatly distressed 
us. First, because he was a stranger to us and one whom we 
had never seen : and secondly, becii^jse there was no other 
way to escape him ; and plain reason Vould tell him that we, 
being prisoners, were without our bounds. Whereupon we 
concluded that our best way would be, to go boldly and 
resolutely to his house ; and not to seem daunted in the least 
or to look as if we did distrust him to disallow our journey : 
but to show such a behaviour, as if we had authority to travel 
where we would. 

So we went forward, and were forced to inquire and ask the 
way to his house, having never been so far this way before. 1 
brought from home with me, knives with fine carved handles 
and a red Tunis cap, purposely to sell or give to him if 
occasion required: knowing before, that we must pass by 
him. And ^ along as we went, that we might be the less 
suiqiected, we sold caps and other wares ; to be paid for at 
oiir return homewards. 

There were many cross paths to and fro, to his house ; 
yet by GOD’s providence, we happened in the right road. 
And having reached his house, according to the country’s 
manner, we went and sat down in the open house ; which 
kind of houses are built on purpose for the reception of 
stfmngers. Whither, not long after, the great man himself 
came and sat down by us ; to whom we presented a small 
parcel of tobacco, and some betel. And before he asked us the 
Cimee of our coming ; we showed him the wares we brought 
fo him, and the cotton vam we bad trucked about ^e 
donntiy, tilling him wHhaf, how the case stood with us, viit 
we nad a cham greater than the King's allowancia 
wmdd maintain, and that because dried flesh was the cbiil 
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commodity of that part we told him “ that missing of the 
lading which we used to carry back, we were glad to come 
thither to see if we could make it up with dried flesh : and 
therefore if he would please to supply us— either for such 
wares as we had brought or else for our money — it would be 
a i^eat favour ; the which would oblige us for the future to 
bring him any necessaries that he should name unto us, 
when we should come again into those parts, as we used to 
do very often ; and that we could furnish him, having 
dealings and being acquainted with the best artificers in 
Kandy/’ 

At which he replied, ** That he was sorry we were come at 
such a dry time, when they could not catch deer; but if some 
rain fell, he would soon dispatch us with some ladings of 
flesh : but however he bade us go about the towns and see 
whether there might be any or not, though he thought there 
was none.’* This answer of his pleased us wondrously 
well ; both because by this we saw he suspected us not, and 
because he told us there was no dried flesh to be got. For it 
was one of our greatest fears that lye should get our lading 
too soon ; for then we could not have had an excuse to go 
further : and as yet we could not possibly fly ; having still 
six miles further to the northward to go, before we could 
attempt it, that is, to Anuradhapoora. 

From Anuradhapoora, it is two days’ journey further through 
a desolate wilderness, before there are any more inhabitants : 
and these inhabitants are neither under this King nor the 
Dutch ; but are Malabars, and are under a Prince of their 
own. This people we were sorely afraid of, lest they might 
seixe us and send us back: there being a correspondence 
between this Prince and the King of Kandy: wherefore it was 
our endeavour by all means to ^un them, lest, according to 
the old proverb, we might leap out of the fiyingpan into the 
Are. 

But we must take care of that as well as we could, when 
we came among them ; for as yet our care was to get to 
Anuradhapoora, where although it was our desire to get, yet 
we would not seem to be too hasty, lest it might occasion 
suspicion, but lay where we were two or'three days : and one 
Stayed at the Governor’s house a knitting ; whilst the other 
Usent about among the towns to see for flesh. The ponds in 
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the countiy being now diy» there was fish eveiywheie in 
abundance ; which they like red herrings over a fire. 
They offered to sell us a store of them ; ** but they/* we told 
them, “would not turn to so good profit as fiesh/’ “The 
which," we said, “ we would have, though we stayed ten days 
longer for it. For here we could live as cheap, and earn as 
much as if we were at home, by our knitting." So we seemed 
to them as if we were not in any haste. 

In the meantime happened an accident which put us 
to a great fright. For the King, having newly clapped up 
several persons of quality (whereof my old neighbour Owa 
Motteral that sent for me to Court, was one) sent down 
soldiers to this High Sheriff or Governor at whose house we 
now were, to give him order to set a secure guard at the 
Watches that no suspicious persons might pass. This he 
did to prevent the relations of these imprisoned persons from 
making an escape; who — ^through fear of the King — might 
attempt it. This aJwa>'8 is the King’s custom^o do. But it 
put us into an exceeding fear lest it might beget an admira- 
tion [wmdennent] in these soldiers to see white men so low 
down the country; which indeed is not customary nor 
allowed of; and so they might send us up again. Which 
doubtless they would have done ; had it not been of GOD by 
this means and after this manner to deliver us. Especially 
considering that the King’s command came just at that time, 
and so expressly to keep a secure guard at the Watches, and 
that in that very way that always we purposed to go in ; so 
that it seemed scarcely possible for us to pass afterwa^s : 
though we should get off fadtly at present with the soldiers. 
Which we did. For they having delivered their messagSt 
departed ; showing themselves veiy kind and civil unto us : 
and we seemed to lament for our bard fortune, that we were 
not ready to go upwards with them, in their good company : 
lor we were neighbours dwelling in one and the same countiy. 
However we bade them carrv our commendations to our 
countrymen the English^with whom they were acquainted 
at the city — and so bade them iarewell. And glad we were 
wiien th^ were gone from os : and we resolved, uOD willing, 
to set forward the next day in the morning. 

But we thought not fit to tell our host, the Governor, of itt 
till th^ very instant of our departure; that he might not have 
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any time to deliberate concerning us. That night, he, being 
diiposed to be meiTy, sent for people whose trade it is to 
dance and show tricks, to come to his house, to entertain 
him with their sports. The beholding of them spent most 
part of the night: which we merely called our old host*s 
civility to us at our last parting ; as it proved indeed, though 
he, honest man, then little dreamed of any such thing. 

The morning being come, we first took care to fill our 
bellies ; then we packed up those things which were neces- 
sary for our journey to cany with us; and the rest of our 
goods — cotton yam, cloth, and other things — ^that we would 
not incumber ourselves withal, we bound up in a bundle, 
intending to leave them behind us. This being done, I went 
to the Governor, and carried to him four or five charges of 
gunpowder, a thing somewhat scarce with them; intreating 
him rather than that we should be disappointed of fiesh ; to 
make use of that and shoot some deer — which he was very 
willing to accept of ; and to us it could be no ways profit- 
able, not having a gun — ^while we, we told him, ** would 
make a step to Anuradhapoora to .see what flesh we could 
procure there.'* In the meantime, according as we had before 
laid the business, came Stephen Rutland with the bundle 
of goods, desinng to leave them in his house, till we came 
back : which he was very ready to grant us leave to do. And 
seeing us leave such a parcel of goods — ^though, GOD knows, 
but of little account in themselves, yet of considerable value 
in that land — he CQuldSpot suppose otherwise but that we 
were intending to return again. Thus we took our leave and 
immediately departed, not giving him time again to consider 
with himself, or to consult with others about us : and he, like 
a good-natured man, bade us heartily farewell. 

Although we knew not the way to this town — shaving never 
been there in all our lives ; and durst not ask, lest it might 
breed suspicion — yet we went on confidently through a 
desolate wood ; and happened to go very right, and came out 
directly at the place. 

But in our way, before we arrived thither, we came up 
with a small river, which ran through the woods, called 
the Cingalese, Malwatta Oya : the which we viewed well ana 
judged It might be a probable ^ide to cany us down to the 
eea; if a better did not present itself. However we thought 
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fpood to try first the way we were taking, and to go onwards 
towards Anuradhapoora, that being the hottest and easiest 
way to get to the coast, and this river, being as under our 
lee, ready to serve and assist us, if other means failed. 

To Anuradhapoora, called also Neur Wang, therefore we 
came ; which is not so much a particular single town, as a 
territoiy. It is a vast great plain — the like of which I never 
saw in all that island — in the midst whereof is a lake, which 
may be a mile over; not natural, but made by art as are the 
other ponds in the countiy*, to serve them to water their com 
grounds. This plain is encompassed round with woods, and 
small towns among them on every' side inhabited by Malabars, 
a distinct race from the Cingalese ; but these towns we could 
not see, till we came in among them. 

Being come through the woods into this plain, we stood 
looking and staring round about us : but knew not where nor 
w'hich way to go. At length, we heard a cock crow, which 
was a sure sign to us that there was a town^hard by ; into 
which we were resolved to enter. For standing thus amased 
was the ready way to be taken up for suspicious persons ; 
especially because white men never came down so low. 

Being entered into the towm, we sat ourselves under a tree, 
and proclaimed our wares : for we feared to rush into their 
yurds as we used to do in other places, lest we should scare 
them. The people stood amazed, as soon as they saw us ; 
being originally Malabars, though subjects of Kand>|: nor 
could they understand the Cingalese language in which we 
spake to them. And we stood looking one upon another, 
until there came one that could speak the Cingalese tongue, 
who asked us, “ From whence we came ? " We told him from 
Conde Uda : but they believed us not, supposing that we 
came up from the Dutch, from Manaar. So they brought us 
before their Governor. He not speaking Cingalese, spake to 
us 1^ an interpreter; and to know the truth whetner we 
came from the place we pretended, he inquired about the 
news at Court ; and demanded ** who were Governors of aueb 
and such countries?” and **What was become of somecestain 
noblemen?” (whomtheKing had latelvcut off) and also *‘Wliat 
Che common people were emlo^ about at Court?” for it is 
aemm that they are idle, lo lul which, we gave satisbetoiy 
ana w ers * Then he inquired of us **Who gave us leave to 
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come down so low?" We told him^ **That privilege was 
given to us by the King himself full fifteen years since at his 
palace at Nellembe; when he caused it to be declared unto 
us that we were no longer prisoners, and,** which indeed was 
our own addition, " that we were free to enjoy the benefit of 
trade in all his dominions.** 

To prove and confirm the truth of which, we alleged the 
distance of the that we were now come from home, being 
nearly an hundrra miles, passing through several counties, 
where we met with several Governors and Officers in their 
respective jurisdictions ; who, had they not been well sensible 
of these privileges granted to us, would not have allowed us 
to pass through their countries [districts]. All which Officers 
we described to them ^ name. And also that now we came 
from the High Sherifrs house at Colli willa, where we had 
been these three days, and there heard of the order that was 
come to secure the Watches ; which was not for fear of the 
running away of white men, but of the Cingalese. These 
reasons gave him full satisfaction, that we were innocent 
traders : seeing also the commodities that we had brought 
with us ; this further confirmed his opinion concerning us. 

The people were very glad of our coming, and gave us an 
end of an open house to lie in : but at present they had no 
dried flesh, but desired us to stay two or three days, and we 
should not fail : which we were very ready to consent to, 
hoping by that time to come to the knowledge of the way, and 
to learn where about the Watch was placed. To prevent the 
least surmise that we were plotting to run away ; we agreed 
that Stephen Rutland should stay in the house by the 
things; while I, with some few of them, went abroad, 
pretending to inquire for dried flesh to carry back with us to 
Kandy, but intending to make discoveries of the way, and 
to provide necessaries for our flight, as rice, a brass pot to 
boil our rice in, a little dried flesh to eat, and a deerskin to 
make us shoes of. And by the providence of my gracious 
(K)D, all these things I happened upon, and bought: but, as 
our good hap was, of deer’s flesh we could meet with none. 
So that we had time enough to fit ourselves ; all people 
thinking that we stayed only to buy flesh. 

Here we stayed three days. During which, we had found 
tht great toad that runs down towards Jaffnapatam, one of 
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the northern ports belonging to the Dutch : which road, we 
judged led also towards Manaar, a Dutch northern port dao, 
which was the place that we endeavoured to get to ; it lyii^ 
about two or three days’ journey distant from us. But in this 
road there was a Watch laid which must be passed. Where 
this Watch was placed, it was necessary for us punctuaHy 
[precisely] to know, and to endeavour to get a sight of it : 
and if we could do this, our intent was to go unseen by night 
— ^the people being then afraid to travel — and being coroe up 
to the Watch, to slip aside into the woods, and so go on 
until we were passed it ; and then to strike into the road again. 
But this project caroe to nothing, because I could not 
without suspicion and danger, go and view this Watch; which 
lay some four or five miles below this plain : and so far 1 
could not frame any business to go. 

But several inconveniences we saw here, insomuch that 
we found it would not be safe for us to go down in this road. 
For if we should have slipped away from them 1>y night ; in 
the morning, we should be missed : and then most surely, 
they would go that way tf chase us ; and, ten to one, overtake 
us, being but one night before them. Also we knew not 
whether or not, it might lead us into the country of the 
Malabar Prince ; of whom we were much afraid. 

Then resolving to let the great road alone, we thought of 
going right down through the woods, and steer our course by 
the sun and moon ; but the ground being so dry, we feared 
we should not meet with water. So we declined that counsel 
also. 

Thus being in doubt, we prayed to GOD to direct us, and to 
put it into our heads which way to take. Then, after a 
consultation between ourselves, all things considered, we 
concluded it to be the best course to go back to Malwatta 
Oya ; the river that we had well viewed, and that lay in our 
way as we came hither. 
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Chapter X. 

The Authors prog f ess in his flight from Anura- 
dhapoora into the woods ; until their 
arrival in the Malabar s country. 

Ow GOD, of His mercy, having prospered our 
design hitherto, for which we blessed His holy 
name; our next care was how to come off clear 
from the people of Anuradhapoora, that they might 
not presently miss us, and so pursue after us: 
which if they should do, there would have been no escaping 
them. For from this town to Colliwilla — where the Sheriff 
lived, with whom we left our goods — they were as well 
acquainted in the woods as in the paths : and when we came 
away, we must tell the people that we were going thither ; 
because there was no other way but that. Now our fear was 
lest upon some occasion or other, any men might chance to 
travel that way soon after we were gone; and not finding us 
at Colliwilla might conclude, as they could do no otherwise, 
that we were run into the woods. Therefore to avoid this 
danger, we stayed in the town till it was so late that we 
knew that none durst venture to travel afterwards, for fear of 
wild beasts. By which means we were sure to gain a night's 
travel, at least : if they should chance to pursue us. 

So we took our leaves of the Governor, who kindly gave 
us a pot of milk to drink, for a farewell : we telling him, 
were returning back to the Sheriff at Colliwilla, to whom we 
had given some gunpowder when we came from him, to shoot 
us some deer : and we doubted not but by that time we should 

K to him, he would have provided flesh enough for our lading 
ne.** Thus bidding him and the rest of the neighbours 
farewell* we departed: they giving us the civility of their 
accustomed prayers ; Diahac^ tnat is, God bless or keep you.’* 
It was now the X2th day of October on a Sunday, the moon 
eighteen days old. We were well furnished with all things 
nCei^, which we could get, vis.— ten days’ provisions, rice, 
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flesh, fish, pepper, salt; a basin to boil our victuals in; 
two calabashes to fetch water; two great Tallipat Hesvesj 
for tents, big enough to sleep under, if it should rain; 
Jifggery and sweetmeats, which we brought from home 
with us ; tobacco also and betel ; tinder boxes, two or three 
for fear of failing ; and a deer's shin to make us shoes, to 
prevent any thorns running into our feet as we travelled 
through the woods, for our greatest trust, under GOD, was 
to our feet. Our weapons were, to each man a small axe 
fastened to a long staff in our hands, and a good knife by our 
sides : which were sufficient, with GOD's help, to defend us 
from the assaults of either tiger or bear; and as for elephants, 
there is no standing against them, but the best defence is to 
fly from them. 

In this posture and equipage we marched forward. When 
we were come within a mile of this river, it being about four 
in the evening, we began to fear lest any of the people of 
Anuradhapoora from whence we came, should^ follow us to 
Colliwilla ; which place we never intended to come at more : 
the river along which we intended to go, laying on this side 
of it. That we might be secure therefore, that no people came 
after us ; we sat down upon a rock by a hole that was full of 
water in the highway, until it was so late that we were sure no 
people durst travel. In case any had come after us, and seen 
us sitting there, and gotten no further; we intended to tell 
them that one of us was taken sick by the way, and therefore 
was not able to go on. But it w'as our happy chance, that 
there came none. 

So about sundown, we took up our sacks of provisions, and 
marched forward for the river ; which, under GOD, we had 
pitched upon to be our guide down to the sea. 

Being come at the river ; we left the road, and struck into 
the wo^s by the river side. We were exceedingly careful not 
to tread on the sand or soft ground, lest our footsteps should 
be seen: and where it could not be avoided, we went 
backwards ; so that by the print (d our feet it seemed as if we 
had gone the contrary way. We had now got a good way 
into the wood, when it grew dark and began to rain; to that 
we thought it best to pitch our tents, and get wood for Briof 
befoie it was all wet, and too dark to find it : which we di^ 
and ktndied a fire. 
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Then we began to fit ourselves for our journey, against the 
moon rose. All our sale-wares which we had left, we cast 
away, for we had taken care not to sell too much ; keeping 
only provisions, and what was very necessaiy for our journey. 
About our feet we tied pieces of deer's-hide, to prevent thorns 
and stumps annoying our feet. We always used to travel 
barefoot, but now being to travel by night and in the woods, 
we feared to do so : for if our feet should fail us now, we 
were quite undone. 

And by the time we had well fitted ourselves, and were 
refreshed with a morsel of Portuguese sweetmeats; the moon 
began to shine. So having commended ourselves into the 
hands of the Almighty, we took up our provisions upon our 
shoulders and set forward, and travelled some three or four 
hours, but with a great deal o^j^ifiiculty. For the trees 
being thick, the moon gave us b little light through : but 
our resolution was, to keep going, 

Now it was our chance to meet with an elephant in our 
way, just before us ; which we tried to, but could not scare 
away : so he forced us to stay. We Idndled a fire and sat 
down; and took a pipe of tobacco, waiting till morning. 
Then we looked round about us, and it appeared all like a 
wilderness, and no signs that people ever had been there ; 
which put us in great hopes that we had gained our passage, 
and were past all the inhabitants. Wf!|reupon we concluded 
that we were now in no danger of being seen, and might 
travel in the day securely. 

There was only one great road in our way, which led to 
Portaloon from the towns which by and by we fell into. 
This road therefore we were shy of ; lest when we passed it 
over, some passengers travelling on it, might see us. And 
this road we were in expectance about this time, to meet 
withal, feeling secure, as 1 said before, of all other danger 
of people : but the river winding about to the northward, 
brought us into the midst of a parcel of towns, called Tissea 
Wava, before we were aware of it. For the country being 
all woods, we could not discern where there were towns until 
we came within the hearing of them. That which betra^^ed 
us into this danger was, that meeting with a path wmch 
only led from one town to another, we concluded it to be 
that great roai) above mentioned, and so having passed it over; 
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we supposed the danger we might encounter in being seen 
was also pas^ over with it: but we were mistaken, for g^iog 
fii^erwe still met with other paths, which we croued over, 
still hoping one or other of them was that great road ; Imt 
at last we perceived our error, namely, that they were onfy 
paths that went from one town to another. 

And so while we were avoiding men and towns, we ran 
into the midst of them. This was a great trouble to us|[ 
hearing the noise of people round about us, and not knowing 
how to avoid them : mto whose hands we knew if we should 
have fallen ; they would have carried us up to the King, 
besides beating and plundenng us to boot* 

\Vc knew l^ore, that these towns were here away : but 
had we known that this nver turned and ran in among them; 
we should never have overtaken the enterprise. But now 
to go back, after we ha^lc*wly passed so many paths, and 
fields, and places, whe^n people did resort : we thought it 
not advisable, and that the danger in so dAng might be 
greater than in going forward. And had we known so much 
then as afterwards did appear to us ; it had been safer for us 
to have gone on, than to have hid as we did : which we then 
thought the best c^rse we could take for the present 
extremity, viz. — to s^ure ourselves in secret until night, and 
then to run through, /in the dark. All that w'c wanted was a 
hole to creep in, to Iw^lose ; for the w’oods thereabouts were 
thin, and there were no shrubs or bushes, under which we 
might be concealed. 

We heard the noise of people on every side, and expected 
ev^» moment to sec some of them ; to our great terror. And 
it is not easy to say, in what danger ; and in what apprehension 
of it we were. It was not safe for us to stir backwards or 
forwards, for fearing of running among the people; and it 
WM as unsafe to stand still, where we were, lest somebody 
might spy us : and where to find covert, we could not tell. 

Looking about us, in these straits, we spied a great tree 
fay na, which for the bigness thereof 'twas probable might be 
hollow. To which we went, and found it so. It was like a 
tub, some three feet hi^h. Into it, immediately we both 
trqjt, and made a thA to sit there for several hours, 
ttough very uneasily, and all in mod and wet But however il 
did great comfort os, in thefri|^ and amazement we were ku 
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80 soon as it began to grow* dark, we came creeping out of 
'our hollow tree; and put for it, as fast as our legs could carry 
US4 And then we crossed that great road, which all the day 
b^ore we did exp^t to come up with ; keeping close by the 
river side ; and going so long, till dark night stopped us. 

We ke]^ going the longer, because we heard the voice of 
men holloaing towards evening ; which created in us a fresh 
disturbance: thinking them to be people that were coming 
to chase us. But at length ; we heard elephants behind us, 
l^ween us and the voice, which we knew by the noise of 
the cracking of the boughs and small trees which they brake 
down and ate. These elephants were a very good guard 
behind us ; and were, methought, like the darkness that came 
between Israel and the Egyptians. For the people, we 
knew, would not dare to go forwards ; hearing elephants 
before them. 

In this security, we pitched our tents by the river side, and 
boiled rice and roasted flesh for our supper : for we were very 
hun^ ; and so, commending ourselves to GOD’s keeping, 
we lay down to sleep. The voice which we h^ard still 
continued ; which lasting so long, we knew what it meant, 
{t was nothing but the holloaing of prople that lay to watch 
^e cornfields; to scare away the wild beasts out of their 
Corn. 

Thus we passed Monday. 

But nevertheless the next morning, so soon as the moon 
shone out bright; to prevent the worst, we took up our packs, 
and were gone : being past all the tame inhabitants, with 
whom we had no more trouble. 

But the next day, we feared we should come among the 
wild ones : for these woods are full of them. Of these, we 
were as much afraid as of the other: for they [the tame 
Muebiiants] would have carried us back to the King, where 
we should have been kept prisoners; but these, we feared, 
would have shot us, not standing to hear us plead foi: 
ourselves. 

And indeed all along as we went, by the sides of the river, 
till we came to the Malabar inhabitants ; there had been the 
tents of wild men, made only of boughs of trees. But GOD 
be pndsed, they were all gone : though but very lately before 
we came ; as we perceived by the bones of cattle and shells 
1. 
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of fruit, which lay scattered about. We supposed that want 
of water had driven them out of the country down to the 
river side ; but that since it had rained a shower or two» 
th^ were gone again. 

Once, about noon, sitting down upon a rock by the river 
side to take a pipe of tobacco and rest ourselves; we had 
almost been discovered by the women of these wild people: 
coming down, as I suppose, to wash themselves in the river; 
who, being many of them, came talking and laughing 
together. At the first hearing of the noise, being at a 
go^ distance, we marvelled what it was. Sitting still and 
listening ; it came a little above where we sat : and at last, 
we could plainly distinguish it to be the voices of women and 
children. Whereupon we thought it no boot to sit longer, 
since we could escape unobserved ; and so took up our bags, 
and fied as fast as we could. 

Thus we kept travelling every dav, from miming till night, 
still along by the river side, which turned and wound veiy 
crookedly. In some places, it would be pretty good travel- 
ling and but few bushes and thorns ; in others, a great many : 
so that our shoulders and arms were all of a gore, being 
grievously tom and scratched. For we had nothing on us, 
but a clout round about our middles, and our victuals on out 
shoulders ; and in ourhands, atallipat [palm leaf] and an axe. 

The lower we came down this river, the less water; so 
that sometimes we could go a mile or two upon the sand. 
And in some places, three or four rivers would all meet 
together. When this happened so, and was noon — the sun over 
our head, and the water not running— we could not tell which 
to follow ; but were forced to stay till the sun was fallen, 
thereby to judge our course. 

We often met with bears, hogs, deer and wild buffisloes ; 
but they all ran, so soon as they saw us : but elephants we 
met with no more than that I have mentioned before. The 
river is exceeding full of alligators all along as we vrent: 
and the upper part of it is nothing but rocks. 

Here and there, by the side of this river, there is a world of 
hewn stone pillars, standing upright; and other heaps of hem 
stones, whi^ 1 suppose formerly were building And in 
three or four places, are the mins of bridges, built of etone ; 
some remains of them yet standing upon shme pillariR la 
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many places are points built out into the river, like wharves; 
sill of hewn stone: which I suppose have been built for 
Idngs to sit upon for pleasure ; for 1 cannot think th^ ever 
were employed for traffic by water, the river being so full of 
rocks that boats could never come up into it. 

The woods in all these northern parts are short and 
shrubbed ; and so they are here by the river's side : and the 
lower down the river, the worse ; and the grounds so also. 

In the evenings we used to pitch our tent, and make a 
great fire, both l^fore and behind us ; that the wild beasts 
might have notice where we lay : and we used to hear the 
voices of all sorts of them ; but, thanks be to GOD ! none 
ever came near to hurt us. 

Yet we were the more wary of them ; because once a tiger 
showed us a cheat. For having bought a deer (and having 
nothing to salt it up in) we packed it up in the hide thereof 
salted, and laid it under a bench in an open house, on which 
bench 1 lay that night ; and Stephen lay just by it on the 
ground ; and some three people more lay then in the same 
house; and in the said house there was a great fire; and 
another in the yard: yet a tiger came in the night, and 
carried deer and hide and all away. But we missing it; 
concluded that it was a thief that had done it. We called 
up the people that lay by us ; and told them what had 
happened ; who informed us that it was a tiger ; and with 
a torch, they went to see which way he had gone, and 
presently found some of it, which he had let drop by the 
way. When it was day, we went further ; and picked up 
more* which was scattered ; till we came to the hide itself, 
which remained uneaten. 

We had now travelled till Thursday afternoon, when we 
crossed the rrver called Coronda Ova [? Kannadera Oya], which 
was then quite dry. This parts the King's country from that 
of the Malabars. We saw no sign of inhabitants here. The 
woods began to be very full of thorns and shrubby bushes, 
with cliffs and broken land ; so that we could not possibly go 
in the woods. But now the river grew better, being clear 
of rocks ; and dry, water only standing in holes. So we 
marched along in the river bed upon the sand. Hereabouts 
are far more elephants than higher up. By day, we saw none ; 
but by night, the river was full of them. 
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On Friday, about nine or ten in the morning, we came 
among the inhabitants: for then we saw the footing 
[foo^nts] of people on the sand; and tame cattle with bells 
about their necks. Yet we kept on our way right down the 
river ; knowing no other course to take, to shun the people. 
And as we went still forwards, we saw coracan com sown in 
the woods ; but neither town, nor people, nor so much as the 
voice of man : yet we were somewhat dismayed ; knowing 
that we were now in a country inhabited by Malabars. 

The Wanniaunay or Prince of this people for fear, pays 
tribute to the Dutch ; but stands far more affected towards 
the King of Kandy: which made our care the greater to 
keep ourselves out of his hands; fearing lest if he did not 
keep us himself, he might send us up to our old master. So 
that great was our terror again, lest meeting with people we 
might be discovered. 

Yet there was no means now left us how to avoid the 
danger of being seen. The woods were so bad^that we could 
not f^ssibly travel in them for thorns ; and to travel by night 
was impossible, it being a dark moon ; and the river at night 
so full of elephants and other wild beasts coming to drink, 
as we did both hear and see, lying upon the banks with a fire 
by us. They came in such numl^rs, because there was 
water for them nowhere else to be had : the ponds and holes 
of water ; nay the river itself, in many places being dry. 
There was therefore no other way to be taken, but to travel 
on in the river. 

So dow'n we went into the sand and put on as fast as we 
could set our to the ground : seeing no people, nor, I 
think, nobody us; but only buffaloes in abundance in the 
water. 
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C H AP T E R X I • 

Being in the Malabar territories ; how they encountered 
two men^ and what passed between them. And of 
their getting safe unto the Dutch fort : and 
their reception there^ and at the Island 
of Manaar; until their em- 
barking for Colombo. 


MBjnHus we went on till about three o’clock in the 
■q afternoon. At which time, coming about a point, 
we came up with two Brahmins on a sudden ; who 
■UnCfl were sitting under a tree, boiling rice. We were 
withinforty paces of them. When they saw us they 
were amazed at us ; and as much afraid of us, as we were of 
them. Now we thought it better policy to treat with them, 
than to fly from them : fearing they might have bows and 
arrows, whereas we were armed only with axes in our hands, 
and knives by our sides ; or else that they might raise the 
country and pursue us. So we made a stand, and in the 
Cingalese language, asked their leave to come near and treat 
with them, but they did not understand it : but being risen 
up, spake to us in the Malabar tongue, whieh we could not 
understand. Then, still standing at a distance, we intimated 
our minds to them by signs, beckoning with our hand : which 
th^ answered in the same language. 

Then offering to go towards them, and seeing them to be 
naked men, and no arms near them ; we laid our axes upon 
the groimd with our bags : lest we might scare them, if we had 
come up to them with those weapons in our hands ; and sd 
went towards them with only our knives by our sides. 

By siCTs with our hands, showing them our bloody backs ; 
we made understand whence we came, and whither we 


were going: which when they perceived, they seemed to 
commuierate our condition, and greatly to admire at such a 
miracle which GOD had brought to pass ; and as they talked 
4ne to another, th^ lifted up their hands and faces towards 
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heaven, after repeating Tomhratu^ which is God in the 
Malabai: tongue. 

And by their signs, we understood they would have us 
bring our bags and axes nearer: which we had no sooner 
done ; but they brought the rice and herbs which they had 
boiled for themselves to us, and bade us eat ; which we were 
not fitted to do, having not long before eaten a hearty 
dinner of better fare. Yet we could not but thankfully 
accept of their compassion and kindness, and eat as much as 
we could ; and in requital of their courtesy, we gave them 
some of our tobacco : which, after much entreating, they did 
receive, and it pleased them exceedingly. 

After theM civilities passed on either side ; we began by 
signs to desire them to go with us, and show us the way to 
the Dutch fort : which they were very unwilling to do, saying — 
as by signs and some few words which we could understand 
*that our greatest danger was past ; and that by night, we 
might get into the Hollanders* dominions. 

Yet we being weary with our tedious journey, and desirous 
to have a guide ; showed them money to the value of 6ve 
shillings, being all I had, and offered it to them, to go with 
us. Which together with our great importunity, so prevailed, 
that one of them took it; and leaving his fellow to carry 
their baggage, he went with us about one mile, and then 
began to ti^e his leave of us and to return: which we 
supposed was to get more from us. Having therefore no 
more money, we gave him a red Tunis cap and a knife ; for 
which he went a mile further, and then as before would leave 
us, signifying to us, ** that we were out of danger, and he 
could go no torther.*' 

Now we had no more left to mve him; but began to 
perceive that what we had partM withal to him was but 
nung away. And although we might have taken all from 
him again, being alone in the wood ; yet we feared to do it, 
test thereby vre might exasperate him, and so he might give 
notice of us to the people : but bade him farewell ; after he 
bad conducted us four or five miles. 

We kq»t on our journey down the river as before, until it 
was nin^t ; and lodged upon a bank under a tree : but were 
in the way of the elephants ; for in the night they came and 
luid Uke to have disturbed us; so that im our preaervatioii 
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we were forced to fling firebrands at them to scare them 
awav. 

'The next morning, being Saturday, as soon as it was light, 
having eaten to strengthen us (as horses do oats before they 
travel), we set forth, going still down. The sand was dry 
and loose and so very tedious to go upon, by the side of the 
river we could not go, it being all overgrown with bushes. 
The land hereabouts was as smooth as a bowling green ; but 
the grass clean burnt up for want of rain. 

Having travelled about two hours, we saw a man walking 
in the river before, whom we would gladly have shunned, but 
well could not : for he walked down the river as we did : but 
at a very slow rate, which much hindered us. But considering 
upon the distance we had come since we left the Brahmin 
and comparing with what he told us, we concluded we were 
in the Hollanders’ jurisdiction ; and so amended our pace to 
overtake the man before us: whom we perceiving to be 
free from timorousness at the sight of us, concluded he had 
been used to see white men. 

Whereupon, we asked him, “ to whom he belonged,? ** He, 
speaking the Cingalese language, answered, ** to the Dutch;” 
and also **that all the country was under their command, and 
that we were out of danger, and that the fort of Aripo was 
but some six miles olT.” Which did not a little rejoice us. 
We told him, ** we were of that nation, and had made our 
escape from Kandy, where we had been many years kept in 
captivity : ” and — having nothing to give him ourselves — ^we 
told him, ** that it was not to be doubted, but that the chief 
Commander at the fort would bountifully reward him if he 
would go with us, and direct us thither.” But whether he 
doubted of that or not, or whether he expected something in 
hand; he excused himself, pretending earnest and urgent 
occasions that he could not defer. But he advised us to 
leave the river, because it winds so much about, and to turn 
up without fear to the towns ; where the people would direct 
us the may to the fort. 

Upon his advice, we struck up a path that came down to 
the river, intending to go to a town, but could find none : and 
there were so many cross paths that we could not tell which 
way to go ; and the land here was so exceedingly low and 
that we could see no other thing but trees. For 
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although I got up a tree to look if I could see the Dutch 
fort or diacem any houses ; yet 1 could not : and the sun 
being right over our heads, neither could that direct us. 
Insomuch that we wished ourselves again in our old friend^ 
the river. So after much wandering up and down ; we sat 
down under a tree, waiting until the sun was fallen or some 
people came by. 

Which not long after, three or four Malabars did. We 
told these men that we were Hollanders: supposing they 
would be the more willing to go with us ; but tney mved oi 
the same temper with the rest before mentioned. For until 
I gave one of them a small knife to cut betel nuts, he would 
not go with us ; but for the lucre of that, he conducted us to 
a town. From whence, they sent a man with us to the next. 
And so we were passed from town to town, until we arrived 
at the fort called Aripo. It being about four o'clock on 
Saturday afternoon, October the i8th, 1679. 

Which day, GOD grant us grace that we may*»never forget: 
when He was pleas^ to give us so great a deliverance from 
such a long ca^vity of nineteen years, and six months, and 
odd days. I being taken prisoner when I was nineteen years 
old ; and continu^ upon the mountains among the heathen 
till I attained to eight and thirty. 

In this flight through the wo^s ; I cannot but take notice 
Mfith some wonder and great thankfulness, that this travel- 
ling by night in a desolate wilderness was little or nothing 
dn^ful to me; whereas formerly the very thoughts of it 
would seem to dread me. And in the night, when I lay 
down to rest, with wild beasts round me ; I slept as soun^v 
and securely as ever I did at home in my own house. Which 
courage and peace, I look upon to be the immediate gift of 
GOD to me, upon my earnest prayers ; which at that time he 
poured into my heart in great measure and fervency. After 
whieb 1 found myself from those frights a^ fears* 
which usually possessed my heart at other times. 

In short, I look upon the whole business as a miraculous 
providence; and that the hand of GOD did eininently appev 
to me as it did of old to his people Israel in the like cir- 
cumstances; in leading and conducting me through this 
dreadful wUderoess, and not to suffer any evil to approach 
nigh untome* 
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The Hollanders much wondered at our arrival*-it being so 
strange that any should escape from Kandy— and entertained 
us very kindly that night. 

And the next morning, being Sunday ; they sent a Corporal 
with us to Manaar, and a black man to carry our few things. 

At Manaar, we were brought before the Captain of the 
castle, the Chief Governor being absent; who, when we 
came in, was Just risen from dinner. He received us with a 
great deal of lundness, and bade us sit down to eat. 

It seemed not a little strange to us, who had dwelt so long 
in straw cottages among the black heathen, and used to sit 
on the ground, and eat our meat on leaves; now to sit on 
chairs, and eat out of china dishes at a table; where 
there were great varieties, and a fair and sumptuous house 
inhabited by white and Christian pe9ple : we being then in 
such habit and guise (our natural cowur excepted) that we 
seemed not fit to eat with his servants, no, nor his slaves. 

After dinner, the Captain inquired concerning the affairs 
of the King and country, and the condition of their Ambassa- 
dors and people there. To all which, we gave them true and 
satisfactory answers. Then he told us “tr^t to-morrow, there 
was a sloop to sail to Jaffhapatam, in which he would send us 
to the Commander and Governor; from whence we might 
have a passage to Fort Saint Geoige [Madras] or any other 
place on that coast, according to our desire.** After this, he 
gave us some money ; bidding us go to the Castle to drink, 
and be merry with our countrymen there. For all which 
Idndness, giving him many thanks in the Portuguese language; 
we took our leaves of him. 


When we came to the court of guard at the Castle ; we 
asked the soldiers if there were no Englishmen among them. 
Immediately there came forth two men to us, the one a 
Scotchman named Andrew Brown ; the other an Irishman, 
whose name was Francis Hodobs: who, after very kind 
salutes, carried us unto their lodgings in the castle; and 
entertained us very nobly, according to their ability, with 
arrack and tobacco. 

The news of our arrival being spread in the town, the 
people came flocking to see us as a strange and wonderful 
sieht : and some to inquire about their husbands, sons and 
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In the evening a gentlemen of the town sent to Invite us 
to his house ; where we were gallantly entertained both with 
victuals and lodging. 

The next davp being Monday^ while ready to embark for 
Jafihapatam; there came an order from the Captain and 
Council that we must stay until the Commander of 
Jafihapatam, who was daily expected, came thither : which 
we could not deny to do; and order was given to the 
Victuallers of the soldiers to provide for us. The Scotch- 
man and Irishman were very glad of this order, that they 
might have our company longer : and would not suffer us to 
spend the Captain’s benevolence in their company, but spent 
freely upon us at their own charges. 

Thanks be to GOD, we both continued in health all the 
time of our escape ; \yit within three days after we came to 
Manaar, my compaf]{|bn fell very sick; so that I thought I 
should have lost him. 

Thus we remained some ten days. At which time the 
expected Commander arrived, and was received with great 
ceremonies of statue. The next day we went before him, to 
receive his orders concerning us : which were to be ready to 
go with him on the morrow to Colombo ; there being a ship, 
that had long waited in that road to carry him. In which, 
we embark with him for Colombo. 

At our coming on board to go to sea, we could not expect 
but to be seasick ; being now as fresh men having so loi^ 
disused the sea : but it proved otherwise, and we were not in 
the least stirred. 
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Chapter XII. 

Their arrival at Colombo and entertainment 
there. Their departure thence to Batavia ; 
and from thence to Bantam : whence 
they set sail for England, 

Eing safely arrived at Colombo, before the ship 
came to an anchor ; there came a barg^ on board to 
canv the Commander ashore. But it being late 
in the evening, and my consort being sick of an 
ague and fever ; we thought it better for us to stay 
on board until the morning, so as to have a day before us. 

The next morning, we bade the skipper farewell, and 
went ashore in the first boat : going straight to the Court 
of Guard; where all the soldiers came staring upon us, 
wondering to see white men in Cingalese habits. We asked 
them, if “there were no Englishmen among them." They told 
us, “there were none, but that in the city there were several.*’ 
A trumpeter being hard by who had formerly sailed in 
English ships ; hearing of us, came and invited us to his 
chamber: and entertained my consort being sick of his 
ag^e, in his own bed. 

The strange news of our arrival from Kandy was presently 
spread all about the city, and all the Englishmen that were 
there immediately came to bid us welcome out of our long 
captivity : with whom we consulted how to come to speech 
of the Governor. Upon which, one of them went and 
acquainted the Captain of the Guard of our being on shore ; 
which the Captain understanding, went and informed the 
Governor thereof. Who sent us answer that to-morrow we 
should come before him. 

After my consort's fit was over ; our countr3rmen and their 
friends invited us abroad to walk and see the city. We 
being barefooted and in Cingalese habit with great long 
bearas; the people much wondered at us, and came flocking 
to fee who and what we were ; so that we had a great train 
of people about us, as we walked in the streets. And alter 
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we had walked to and fro, and had seen the city ; they 
carried us to their landlady's house, where we were kindly 
treated both with victuals and drink; and returned to the 
trumpeter's house as he had desired us when we went out. 
In the evening, came a boy from the Governor’s house to tell 
us, that the Governor invited us to come to supper at bis 
house : but we — having dined lately with our countrymen 
and their friends — had no room to receive the Governor's 
kindness ; and so lodged that night, at the trumpeter's. 

The next morning, the Governor — ^whose name was Ricklop 
VAN Gons, son of Ricklop van Gons the General of 
Batavia — sent for us to his house. Whom we found standing 
in a large and stately room, paved with black and white 
stones: and only the Commander of Jaffnapatam, who 
brought us from Manaar, standing by him ; who was to 
succeed him in the government of that place. On the 
further side of the room, stood three of the chief Captains 
bareheaded. ^ 

First, ** he bade us welcome out of our long captivity," and 
told us *^That we were free men : and that he should have 
been glad if he could have been an instrument to redeem us 
sooner ; having endeavoured as much for us as for his own 
people." For all which, we thanked him heartily: telling him, 
" We knew it to be true." 

The Governor perceiving 1 could speak the Portuguese 
tongue, began to inquire concerning the affairs of the King 
and countiy very particularly ; and oftentimes asked about 
such matters as he himself Imew better than I. To all his 
questions, my too much experience enabled me to give a 
satisfactory reply. Some of the most remarkable matters he 
demanded of me, were these. 

First, they inquired much about the reason and intent of 
our coming to Kottiaar: to which, 1 answered them at 
large. 

Then they asked, " If the King of Kandy had any issue ? " I 
told them, " As report went, be had none." 

And, " Who were the greatest in the realm, next to him? ** 

1 answered, " There were none of renown left, the King had 
destroyed them all." 

**How the hearts of the people stood affected ? " 1 answeredl| 
** Much against their King : he being so cruel/' 
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If we had never been brought into his presence ? ’* I told 
them, ** No, nor never had had a near sight of him.’* 

•• What strength he had for war ? ” I answered, “ Not well 
able to assault them, by reason that the hearts of his people 
were not true to him : but that the strength of his countiy 
consisted in mountains and woods, as much as in the people.” 

** What army could he raise upon occasion ? ” I answered, 
** I knew not well ; but, as I thought, about thirty thousand 
men.** 

** Why would he not make peace wit& them : they so 
much suing for it, and sending presents m please him ? ” 
1 answered, ** I was not one of his Council, wd knew not his 
meaning.** \ 

But they demanded of me, What 1 thcljght might be 
the reason or occasion of it ? ** I answered, ** Ijiving securely 
in the mountains, he feareth none; and fr' traffic, he 
regardeth it not.” V 

** Which way was best and most secure to sBd spies or 
intelligence to Kandy ? *’ I told them, ** By the wa)%hat goeth 
to Jannapatam ; and by some of that country’s pw>le, who 
have great correspondence with the people of Nuwemkalawe, 
one of the King’s countries.” 

** What I thought would become of that land after the King’s 
decease ? ” 1 told them, ** 1 thought, he having no issue ; it 

might fall into their hands.” 

” How many Englishmen had served the King, and what 
became of them ? ” Which I gave them an account of. 

** Whether 1 had an acquaintance or discourse with the 
great men at Court ? ” I answered, ** That I was too small 
to have any friendship or intimacy or hold discourse with 
them.” 

” How the common people used to talk concerning them 
[th< Dutch\ ? ” I answered, ” They used much to commend 
their justice and good government in the territories and over 
the people belonging unto them.” 

” Whether the King did take counsel of any, or rule and act 
only by his own will and pleasure ? ** I answered, ” I was a 
stranger at Court, and how could I know that ?” 

** But,” they asked further, ” what was my opinion ? *’ I 
replied, ** He is so gi*eat, that there is none great enough to 
give him counsel.*' 

% 
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Concerning the French : ** if the King knew not of their 
coming, before they came ? *’ I answered, ** I thought not> 
because their coming seemed strange and wonderful unto the 
people.*' 

** How they had proceeded in treating with the King? *' I 
answered as shall be related hereafter, when I come to speak 
of the French detained in this land. 

** If I knew any way or means to be used, whereby the 

? risoners in Kandv might be set free ? " I told them, ** Means 
knew none, unUi^s they could do it by war." 

Also they inQ» ired aTOut the manner of executing those 
whom the Kingccommands to be put to death. They inquired 
also very curidusly concerning the manner of our surprisal, 
and entertain cient or usage among them ; and in what 
parts of the land, we had our residence : and particularly 
concerning j^yself, in what parts of the land, and how long 
in each, l.J ad dwelt ; and after w*hat manner I lived there ; 
and of m^- ge; and in what part or place wrfen GOD sent 
me home^ I should take up my abode ? To all which, I 
gave ans^Vers. 

They ye.sired to know also, how many Englishmen there 
were yc' remaining behind. I gave them an account of 
sixteen men, and also of eighteen children bom there. 

They much inquired concerning their Ambassadors detained 
there, and of their behaviour and manner of living; also 
what the King allowed them for maintenance ; and concerning 
several officers of quality, prisoners there ; and in general, 
about all the rest of their nation. 

And what "countenance the King showed to those 
Dutchmen that came running away to him ? '* 1 answered, 

" The Dutch runaways, the King looks upon as rogues.’* 

And concerning the Portuguese, they inquired also. 1 told 
them, ** The Portuguese were about some hfty or threescore 
persons : and six or seven of those, were European bom.** 
They asked moreover, " How we had made our escape? and 
which way ? and by what towns we passed ? and how long 
we were in our journey ?" To all which 1 answered at laige. 

Then the Governor asked me " What was my intent and 
desire ? '* 1 told him, " To have passage to our ovm nation 
at Port Saint George.” 

To which he answered, " That suddenly [tm ihafO 
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would be no convenient opportunity : but his desire was that 
we would go with him to Batavia ; wh^re the General his 
fother, would be veiy glad to see us/* Which it was not in 
our power to /eny. 

Then he commanded to call a Dutch Captain ; who was 
over the countries adjacent, subject to their jurisdiction. To 
whom he gave orders to take us home to his house, and 
there well to entertain us, and also to send for a tailor to 
make us clothes. 

Upon which I told him : ** That his kindness shown us 
already, was more than we could have desired. It would be 
a sufficient favour now to supply us with a little money upon 
a bill to be paid at Fort Saint George, that we might 
therewith clothe ourselves." 

To which he answered, ‘‘ That he would not deny me any 
sum I should demand, and clothe us upon his own account 
besides." For which, we humbly thanked his Lordship ; and 
BO took our leave of him ; and went home with the aforesaid 
Captain. 

The Governor presently sent me money by his steward 
for expenses when we walked abroad in the city. 

We were nobly entertained without lack of anything all 
the time we stayed at Colombo. My consort's ag^e 
increased, and gr^,/ very bad ; but the Chief Surgeon, by 
order, daily came to see him ; and gave him such potions of 
physic, that by GOD’s blessing, he soon after recovered. 

During my being here, I wrote a letter to my fellow* 
prisoners that I left behind me in Kandy: wherein I 
described, at large, the way we went, so that they might 
plainly understand the same ; which 1 finding to be safe and 
secure, advised them when GOD permitted, to steer the 
same course. This letter 1 left with the new Governor of 
Colombo and desired him, when opportunity presented, to 
send it to them : who said he would have it copied out into 
Dutch, for the benefit of their prisoners there ; and promised 
to send hot h together. 

The Governor seemed to be pleased with my aforesaid 
relations and replies to his demands; insomuch that hd 
afterwards appointed one that well understood Portuguese to , 
write down dl the former particulars. Which being done ; 
for further satisfaction, they brought me pen and paper» 
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desiring me to write the same, that I had related to themi 
in English and to sign it with my hand : which 1 was not 
unwilling to do. 

Upon the Governor's departure, there were great and 
royal feasts made : to which he always sent for me. Here 
were exceeding great varieties of food, wine and sweetmeats ; 
and music. 

Some two and twenty days after our arrival at Colombo, 
the Governor went on boa^ ship to sail to Batavia ; and 
took us with him. At which time there were many scores 
cf ordnance fired. 

We sailed all the day with flag and pennant under it ; 
being out both day and night ; in a ship of about 800 tons 
burden ; and a soldier standing armed as a sentinel at the 
cabin door, both night and day. The Governor so far 
favoured me that I was in his own mess, and eat at his 
table ; where every meal, we had ten or twelve dishes of 
meat, with variety of wine. # 

We set sail from Colombo the 24th of November ; and the 
5th of January [1680] anchored in Batavia road. 

As we came to greater men, so we found greater kindness : 
for the General of Batavia's reception of us and favours to 
us, exceeded if possible, those of the Governor his son. As 
soon as we came before him ; seeming to be ver>' glad, he took 
me by the hand and bade me ** heartily welcome, thanking 
GOD on our behalf, that had appeared so miraculously in 
our deliverance ; " telling us withal, ** that he had omitted no 
means for our redemption; and that if it had been in his 
power, we should long before have had our liberty." 

I humbly thanked his Excellency, and said, ** That I knew 
it to be true ; and that though it missed of an effect, yet his 
good will was not the less, neither were our obligations; 
being ever bound to thank and pray for him." 

Then his own tailor was ordered to take measure tff os, 
and to furnish us with two suits of apparel. He gave os 
also money for tobacco and betel, and to spend in the dty. 
All the time we stayed there, our auarters were in the 
Captain of the Castle's house. And ottentimes the General 
woold send for me to his own table, at which sat onW 
himself and his lady who was all bespangled with diamoim 
and peads# Sometimes his sons and daughters-in*law, with 
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tome other strangers did eat with him: the trumpets sounding 
fdl the while. 

We finding ourselves thus kindly entertained, and our 
habits changed ; saw that we were no more captives in 
Kandy, nor yet prisoners elsewhere : therefore we cut off 
our beards which we had brought with us out of our 
captivity (for until then, we cut them not) ; GOD having 
rolled away the reproach of Kandy from us. 

Here also, they did examine me again, concerning the 
passages of Kandy ; causing all to be written down which 1 
said, and requiring my hand to the same : which I refused 
as I had done before, and upon the same account — because 
I understood not the Dutch language. Whereupon they 
persuaded me to write a certificate upon another paper 
under my hand, that what 1 had informed them of was true. 
Which 1 did. This examination was taken by two secretaries, 
who were appointed to demand answers of me concerning 
the King of Ceylon and his country : which they committed 
to writing from my mouth. 

The General’s youngest son being to go home Admiral of 
the ships this year, the General kindly offered us passage 
upon their ships ; promising me entertainment at his son’s 
own table, as the Governor of Colombo had given me in 
my voyage thither ; which offer he made me, he said, “ that I 
might better satisfy their Company in Holland concerning 
the affairs of Ceylon ; which they would be very glad to know.” 

At this time came two English merchants hither from 
Bantam : with whom the General was pleased to permit us 
to go. 

But when we came to Bantam, the English Agent [of the 
English East India Company] very kindly entertained us ; 
and being not willing that we should go to the Dutch for a 
passage, since GOD had brought us to our own nation, 
ordered our passage in the good ship Ccesar lying then in the 
road, for England the land of our nativity and our long 
wished for port. Where by the good providence of GOD> 
we arrived side in the month of September [1680]. 


Msre. <s^A. 1. 
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Chapter XIII. 

Concerning some ot/ter nations, and chiefly 
European that now live in the island 
The Portuguese and Dutch, 

Aving said all this concerning the English people, 
it may not be unacceptable to give some account of 
other whites, who either voluntarily or by constraint 
inhabit there : and they are besides the English 
already spoken of; Portuguese, Dutch and French. 

But before 1 enter upon a discourse of any of these, I 
shall detain my readers a little with another nation inhabiting 
this land, I mean the Malabars : both because they are 
strangers and derive themselves from another countiy ; and 
also because I have had occasion to mention them sometimes 
in this book. 

These Malabars, then, are voluntary inhabitants of the 
island ; and have a country here, though the limits of it are 
but small. It lies to the northward of the King’s coasts, 
betwixt him and the Hollanders. Corunda Oya parts it 
from the King's territories. Through this country we passed, 
when we made our escape. The language they speak is 
peculiar to themselves; so that a Cingalese cannot understand 
t’.em, nor they a Cingalese. 

They have a Prince over them, called Coilat Wannea^ that 
is independent both of the King of Kandy on the one hand, 
and of the Dutch on the other : only that he pays an acknow- 
ledgment to the Hollanders, who have endeavoured to subdue 
him by wars, but they cannot vet do it. Yet they have 
brought him to be a tributary to them, viz. : to pay a certain 
rate of elephants per annum. The King and this Prince 
maintain a friendship and correspondence together: and 
when the King lately sent an army against the Hollanders, 
this Prince let them pass through his country; and went 
himself in person, to direct the King's people ; when they 
took one or two forts from them. 
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The people are in great subjection under him. They pay 
him rather greater taxes than the Cingalese do to their 
King : but he is nothing so cruel. He victualleth his soldiers 
during the time they are upon the guard, either about the 
palace or abroad in the wars ; whereas it is the contrary in 
the King’s country ; for the Cingalese soldiers bear their own 
expenses. He hath a certain rate out of every land that is 
sown ; which is to maintain his charge. 

The commodities of this country are elephants, honey, 
butter, milk, wax, cows, wild cattle ; of the last three, a 
great abundance. As for com, it is more scarce than in the 
Cingalese country ; neither have they any cotton : but they 
come up into Nuwerakalawe yearly, with great droves of 
cattle; and lade back both com and cotton. And to buy 
these they bring up cloth made of the same cotton, which 
they can make better than the Cingalese ; also they bring 
salt, and salt hsh, brass basins, and other commodities ; which 
they get of the Hollander. Because the King permits not his 
people to have any manner of trade with the Hollander ; so 
they receive the Dutch commodities at second hand. 

We will now proceed unto the European nations : and we 
will begin with the Portuguese ; who deserve the first place ; 
being the oldest slanders there. 

The sea-coasts round about the island were formerly under 
their power and government : and so held for many years. 
In which time, many of the natives became Christians, and 
learned the Portuguese tongue ; which to this day is much 
spoken in that land, for even the King himself understands 
and speaks it excellently well. 

The Portuguese have often made invasions throughout 
the whole land, even to Kandy the metropolis of the island ; 
which they have burnt more than once with the palace and 
the temples. And so formidable have they been that the 
King hath been forced to turn tributary to them, pa3ring them 
three elephants per annum. However the middle of the 
island, viz., Conde Uda, standing upon mountains, and so 
strongly fortified by nature ; could never be brought into 
subjection by them, much less by any other: but hath 
always been under the power of their own kings. 

There were great and long wars between the King of 
28* 
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Ceylon and the Portuguese; and many of the brave 
Portuguese generals are still in memory among them: of 
whom I shall relate some passages presently. Great 
vexation they gave the King by their irruptions into his 
dominions, and the mischiefs they did him ; though often- 
times with great loss on their side. Great battles have been 
lost and won between them ; with great destruction of men 
on both parts. But being greatly distressed at last ; he sent 
and called in the Hollander to his aid : by whose seasonable 
assistance, together with his own arms; the King totally 
dispossessed the Portuguese and routed them out of the 
land. Whose room the Dutch now occupy ; paying 
themselves for their pains. 

At the surrender of Colombo, which was the last place the 
Portuguese held, the King made a proclamation, that all 
Portuguese which would come unto him, should be well 
entertained : which accordingly many did, with their whole 
families, wives, children and ser\^ants; choosfbg rather to 
be under him than the Dutch. And divers of them are alive 
to this day, living in Conde Uda ; and others are bom 
there. To all of whom, he alloweth monthly maintenance, 
yea also and provisions for their slaves and servants which 
they brought up with them. These people are privileged to 
travel the countries above all other whites, as knowing they 
will not run away. Also when there was a trade at the sea- 
ports ; they were permitted to go down with commodities, 
clear f^rom all customs and duties. 

Besides those who came voluntarily to live under the King : 
there are others whom he took prisoners. The Portuguese 
of the best quality, the King took into his service : who have 
been, most of them, since cut off; according to his kind 
custom towards his courtiers. The rest of them have an 
allowance from the King; and follow husbandry, trading 
about the country, distilling arrack, keeping taverns ; or the 
women sew women's waistcoats, and the men sew men^s 
doublets for sale. 

I shall now mention some of the last Portuguese generals, 
all within the present King's reign ; with some passages 
concerning them. 

Constantine Sa, General of the Portuguese army in 
C^loo when the Portuguese had footing in this land, was 
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veiy successful against this present King. He ran quite 
through the island unto the royal city itself; which he set 
on fire, with tl^ temples therein. Insomuch that the King 
sent a message to him signifying that he was willing to 
become his tributary. But he proudly sent him word back 
again, ** That that would not serve his turn : he should not 
only be tributaiy but slave to his master, the King of 
Portugal.’* This, the King of Kandy could not brook, being 
of an high stomach ; and said, He would fight to the last 
dr^ of blood, rather than stoop to that.” 

There were at this time, many commanders in the General’s 
army, who were natural Cingalese : with these, the King 
dealt secretly ; assuring them that if they would turn on 
his side, he would gratify them with very ample rewards. 
The King's promises took effect ; and they all revolted from 
the General. The King now — not daring to trust the 
revolted to make trial of their truth and fidelity — put them in 
the forefront of his battle ; and commanded them to give 
the first onset. The King at that time, might have had 20,000 
or 30,000 men in the field : who, taking their opportunity, 
set upon the Portuguese army and gave them such a total 
overthrow ; that, as they report in that country, not one of 
them escaped. The General seeing his defeat, and himself 
likely to be taken ; called his black boy to give him water 
to drink ; and snatching the knife that stuck by his boy’s 
side, stabbed himself with it. 

Another General after him, was Lewis TissEra. He swore 
that he would make the King eat coracan tallipa^ that is, a 
kind of hasty pudding made of water and the coracan flour, 
which is reckoned the worst fare of that island. The King 
afterwards took this Lewis TissEra ; and put him in chains 
in the common gaol, and made him eat of the same fare. 
And there is a ballad of this man and this passage, sung 
much among the common people there to this day. 

Their next General was Simon Carer, a natural Cingalese, 
but baptized. He is said to have been a great commander. 
When he had got any victory over the Cingalese, he did 
exercise mat cruelty. He would make the women beat their 
own children to pieces in their mortars; wherein they used to 
heaX their com. 

Qaspar Fiqari had a Portuguese father and a Cingalese 
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mother. He was the last general they had in this country, 
and a brave soldier: but degenerated not from hit pre- 
decessors in cruelty. He would hang up th^ people oy the 
heels, and split them down the middle, he had his axe 
wrapped in a white cloth, which he carried with him into the 
held, to execute those he suspected to be false to him or 
that attempted to run away. Smaller malefactors he was 
merciful to, cutting off only their right hands. Several 
whom he hath so served are yet living, whom I have seen. 

This Caspar came up one day to hght against the King : 
and the King resolved to fight him. The General fixed his 
camp at Motaupul in Hotterakorle. And in order to the 
King’s coming down to meet the Portuguese, preparation 
was made for him at a place called Catta coppul, which might 
be ten or twelve miles distant from the Portuguese army. 
Caspar knew of the place by some spies, but of the time of 
the King’s coming he was informed that it was a day sooner 
than really it happened. According to this infoirniation, he 
resolved privately to march thither; and come upon him in 
the night unawares. And because he knew the King was a 
politician, and would have his spies abroad to watch the 
General’s motion ; the General sent for all the drummers and 
pipers to play and dance in his camp that thereby the King’s 
spies might not suspect that he was upon the march, but 
meny and secure in his camp. 

In the meantime, having set his people all to their dancing 
and drumming, he left a small party there to secure the 
baggage ; and away he goes in the night with his army, and 
arrives at Catta coppul, intending to fall upon the King. But 
when he came thither, he found the King was not yet come ; 
but into the King's tent he went, and sate him down in the 
seat appointed for the King. Here he heard where the King 
was with his camp; which being not far off, he marched 
thither in the morning, and fell upon him ; and gave him one 
of the greatest routs that ever be had. 

The King himself had a narrow escape. For had it not 
been for a Dutch company, which the Dutch had sent a little 
before for hia guard : who, after his own army ffed, turned 
head and stopjMd the Portuguese for a while ; he had been 
seixed* The Portuguese General was so near the King, that 
he called after him, Houn^ that U Brother, Stay 1 1 would 
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speak with you I’* But the King having got atop of the hills, 
was 8^56 : and so Gaspar retir^ to his quarters. 

This gallant e^ert Commander, that had so often 
vanquished the Cingalese; could not cope with another 
European nation. For when the Hollanders came to besiege 
Colombo, he was sent against them with his army. They 
told him before he went, that now he must look to himself : 
for he was not now to fight against Cingalese ; but against 
soldiers that would look him in the face. But he made 
nothing of them, and said that he would serve them as he 
had served the Cingalese. The Hollanders met him, and 
they fought ; but they had before contrived a stratagem, 
which he was not aware of. They had placed some field - 
pieces in the rear of their army ; and after a small skirmish, 
they retreated as if they had been worsted, which was only 
to draw the Portuguese nearer upon their guns : which, when 
they had brought them in shot of, they opened on a sudden 
to the right and left, and fired upon them ; and so routed 
them, and drove them into Coloml^. 

This Gaspar was in the city, when it was taken ; and was 
himself taken prisoner : who was afterwards sent to Goa ; 
where he died. 

And so much of the Portuguese. 

The Dutch succeeded the Portuguese. The first occasion 
of whose coming into this land was that the present King, 
being wearied and overmatched with the Portuguese, sent for 
them into his aid long ago from Batavia. And they did 
him good service; but they feathered their own nests by the 
means; and are now possessed of all the sea-coasts, and 
considerable territories thereunto adjoining. 

The King of the country keeps up an irreconcilable war 
against them : the occasion of which is said to have been this. 

Upon the besieging of Colombo, which was about the year 
1655: it was concluded upon between the King and the 
Dutch, that their enemies the Portuguese being expelled 
thence ; the city was to be delivered up by the Dutch into 
the Kin^s hands. Whereu^n the King himself in person, 
with all his power ; went down to this war, to assist and 
and joia with the Hollanders ; without whose help, as it is 
generally reported, the Dutch could not have taken the city. 
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But being surrendered to them, and they gotten into it ; the 
King lay looking for when they would come, acc^^ing 
to their former articles, and put him into possession m 
it. Meanwhile they turned on a sudden, and fell upon him, 
contrary to his expectation — ^whether the King had first broke 
word with them is not known — and took bag and baggage 
from him. Which provoked him in so high a manner, that 
he maintains a constant hostility against them ; detains their 
Ambassadors ; and forbids his people, upon pain of death, to 
hold commerce with them. 

So that the Dutch have enough to do to maintain those 
places which they have. Oftentimes the King, at unawares 
falls upon them and does them great spoil : sometimes 
giving no quarter, but cutting off the heads of whomsoever 
he catches : which are brought up and hung upon trees near 
the city ; many of which 1 have seen. Sometimes he brings 
up his prisoners alive and keeps them by the highway sides, a 
spectacle to the people in memory of his victoridb over them. 
Many of these are now living there in a most miserable 
condition, having but a very small allowance from him ; so 
that they are forced to beg, and it is a favour when they can 
get leave to go abroad and do it. 

The Dutch, therefore, not being able to deal with him by 
the sword, being unacquainted with the woods and the 
Cingalese manner of fighting; do endeavour for peace with 
him all they can : dispatching divers Ambassadors to him, 
and sending great presents; by carrying letters to him in 
great state, wrapped up in silks wrought with gold and silver ; 
bearing them all the way upon their heads, in token of |;reat 
honour ; honouring him with great and high titles ; subscribing 
themselves his subjects and servants ; telling him that the 
forts they build, are out of loyaltjr to him, to secure His 
Majesty's country from foreign enemies ; and that when they 
came up into his counti^, it was to seek maintenance. 

And by these flatteries and submissions, they sometimes 
obtain to keep what they have gotten from him; and 
sometimes nothing will prevail : he, neither regarding their 
Ambassadors nor receiving the presents; but taking his 
qroortiini^ upon a sudden, of setting on them with his forces. 

His cran and success in taking Belligam fort, in th^ county 
Habberagon; may deserve to be mentioned. The Cingsless 
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bad besieged the fort, and knowing the Dutch had no water 
there, but that all they had was conveyed through a trench 
Mnrought under ground from a river near by : they besieged 
them so closely and planted so many guns towards the mouth 
of this trench ; that they could not come out to fetch water. 
They cut down wood also, and made bundles of faggots 
therewith : which they piled up around about the fort at some 
distance ; and every night removed them nearer and nearer : 
so their works became higher than the fort. Their main 
intent hy these faggot- works, was to have brought them just 
under the fort, and then to have set it on fire : the walls of 
the fort being for the most part of wood. There was also a 
boabab tree growing just by the fort ; on which they planted 
guns, and shot right down into them. The houses in the 
ioit being thatched ; they shot also fire arrows among them : 
so that the besieged were forced to pull off the straw from their 
houses, which proved a great inconvenience to them, it being 
a rainy season; so that they lay open to the wep4^her and cold. 

The Dutch finding themselves in this extrd^ity, desired 
quarter : which was granted them at the King’s « mercy. 
They came out and laid down their arms ; all but the officers, 
who still wore theirs. None were plundered of an3^hing 
they had about them. The fort, the Cingalese demolished 
to the ground ; and brought up the four guns to the King’s 
palace : where they, among others, stand ; mounted on broad 
carriages, before his gate. 

The Dutch were brought two or three days’ journey from 
the fort into the country they called Oowah; and there 
were placed with a guard about them : having but a small 
allowance appointed them ; insomuch that afterwards having 
spent what they had ; they perished for hunger. So that of 
about ninety Hollanders taken prisoners ; there were not 
above five and twenty living when 1 came away. 

There are several white Ambassadors, besides other 
Cingalese people, by whom the Dutch have sent letters 
and presents to the King : whom he keeps firom returning 
back again. They are all bestowed in several houses, with 
soldiers to guard them. And though they are not in chains ; 
^t none is permitted to come to them or speak with them. 
It not being the custom of that land for any to come to the 
speech of* Ambassadors. Their allowance is brought them 
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ready dressed out of the King’s palace ; being of all sorts 
and varieties that the land affords. 

After they have remained in this condition some years, the 
guards are somewhat slackened and the soldiers that are to 
watch them grow remiss in their duty; so that now the 
Ambassadors walk about the streets, and anybody goes to 
their houses and talks with them : that is after they have been 
so long in the country, that all their news is stale and grown 
out of date. But this liberty is only winked at, not allowed. 

When they have been there a great while, the King usually 
gives them slaves, both men and women : the more to 
alienate their minds from their own country ; and that they 
may stay with him, vdth the more willingness and content. 
For his design is to make them, if he can, inclinable to 
serve him : as he prevailed with one of these Ambassadors 
to do for the love of a woman. The manner of it 1 shall 
relate immediately. 

There wercthve Ambassadors whom he hathHhus detained, 
since my cossing there ; of each of whom, I shall speak a 
little : Msides two, whom he sent away voluntarily. 

The first of these was sent up by the Hollanders, some 
time before the rrbellion against the King [in 1664] ; who 
detained him in the city. After the rebellion, the King sent 
for him to him to the mountain of Gauiuda ; whither he had 
retreated from the rebels. The King not long after removed 
to Digligy, where he now keeps his Court : but left the 
Ambassador at Gauiuda remaining by himself, with a guard 
of soldiers. In this uncomfortable condition, upon a dismal 
mountain, void of all society; he continued many days. 
During which time, a Cingalese and his wife fell out, and 
she being discontented with her husband, to escape from him 
flies to this Ambassador’s house for shelter. The woman 
being somewhat beautiful ; he fell greatly in love with her : 
and to obtain her, he sent to the King and proffered him his 
service if he would permit him to enjoy her company. 
Which the King was very willing and glad to do, having now 
obtained that which he had long aimed at, to get him into 
his service. 

Hereupon the King sent him word that he granted his 
desire, and withal sent to both of them rich apparel ; and to 
her, many jewels and bracelets of gold and silver. 
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Suddenly afterwards there was a great house prepared 
for them in the city, furnished with all kind of furniture 
out (tf the King’s treasure, and at his proper cost and charges. 
Which being finished, he was brought away from his moun- 
tain, into it; but from thenceforward he never saw his 
wife more, according to the custom of the Court. And he was 
Mtertained in the King’s service, and made Cowrtdlbad, which 
is Chief over all the smiths and carpenters in Conde Uda. 

Some short time after, the King about to send his forces 
against a fort of the Hollanders called Arranderre, built by 
them in the year 1666 ; he, though in the King’s service, yet 
being a well-wisher to his country, had pdvntely sent a 
letter of advice to the Dutch concerning the King’s intention 
and purpose; an answer to which was intercepted, and 
brought to the King ; wherein ** thanks were returned to him 
from th^ Dutch for his loyalty to his own nation, and that 
they would accordingly prepare for the King’s assault.” 

The King having read this letter, sent for him, and bade 
him read it ; which he excused, pretending it was so written 
that he could not. Whereupon immediately another 
Dutchman was sent for ; who read it before the Kin^, and 
told him the contents of it. At which it is reported that the 
King said Beia pas metiandi hitta pas ettandi, that is, ** He 
serves me for fear, and them for love,” or “ His fear is here, 
and his love there ; ” and forthwith commanded to cany 
him forth to execution ; which was accordingly done upon 
him. It is generally said that this letter was framed by 
somebody on purpose to ruin him. 

The next Ambassador after him was Hendrick Draak, a 
fine gentleman, and a good friend of the English. This 
was he who was commissioned in the year 1664 to intercede 
with the King on behalf of the English, that they might have 
liberty to go home; and with him they were made to believe 
they should return : which happened at the same time that 
Sir Edward Winter sent his letters to the King for us ; 
which I have already spoken of in the Fifth Chapter of this 
Fourth Part. 

This Ambassador was much in the King’s favour, with 
whom he was detained till he died. And then the King sent 
hie body down to Colombo, carried in a palankin with great 
state and lamentation ; and accompanied with his great 
commanders and many soldiers. 
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Some time after the loss of the fort of Arranderre, which 
was about the year 1670: the Dutch sent up another 
Ambassador to see if he could obtain peace : which was the 
first time their Ambassadors began to bring up letters upon 
their heads in token of extraordinary reverence. This man 
was much favoured by the King, and was entertained with 
great ceremony and honour: he clothing him in Cingalese 
habit, which 1 never knew done before nor since. But being 
weary of his long stay, and of the delays that were made ; 
having often made motions to go down to the coast and 
still he was deferred from day to day : at length he made a 
resolution, that if he had not leave by such a day, he would 
go without it; saying **the former ambassador [H. Draak], 
who died there, died like a woman ; but it should be seen 
that he would die like a man.'* 

At the appointed day, he girt on his sword, and repaired to 
the gates of the King's palace ; pulling off his hat, and 
making his obeisance, as if the King were present before 
him : and thanking him for the favours and honours he had 
done him; and so took his leave. And there being some 
Englishmen present, he generously gave them some money 
to drink his health : and in this resolute manner departea, 
with some two or three black servants that attended on him. 
The upshot of which was, that the King, not being willing 
to prevent his resolution by violence, sent one of his 
noblemen to conduct him down : and so he had the good 
fortune to get home safely to Colombo. 

The next Ambassador after him, was John Baptista : a 
man of a milder spirit than the former; endeavouring to 
please and show compliance with the King. He obtained 
many favours of the King, and several slaves, both men and 
women : and living well, with servants about him ; is the 
more patient in waiting the King's leisure, till he pleaseth to 
send him home. 

The last Ambassador that came up while I was there, 
brought up a lion ; which the Dutch thought would be the 
most acceptable present that they could send to the King; 
as indeed did all others. It was but a whelp. But the 
King did never receive it, supposing it not so famous as he 
had heard by report lions were. This man with his lion was 
brought up and kept in the county of Ooddaboolat» neariy 
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twenty miles from the King’s Co^ : where he remained 
about a year; in the which time the lion died. 

The Ambassador, being weary of living thus like a prisoner, 
with a guard always upon him, often attempted to go back ; 
seeing the King would not permit him audience : but the 
guards would not let him. Having divers times made 
disturbances in this manner to get away home ; the King 
commanded to bring him up into the city to an house that 
was prepared for him, standing some distance from the 
Court. Where having waited many days, and seeing no 
signs of audience ; he resolved to make his appearance before 
the King by force : which he attempted to do ; when the King 
was abroad taking his pleasure. The soldiers of his guard 
immediately ran, and acquainted t^»e noblemen at Court of 
his coming ; who delayed not to /ntuaint the King thereof. 
Whereupon the King gave order forthwith to meet him ; and 
where they met him in that same'c^ace to stop him till 
further orders. And there they kept hfto, not letting him go 
either forward or backward. In this nlknner and place, he 
remained for three days : till the King sent orders that he 
might return to his house whence he came. This the King 
did to tame him. But afterwards he was pleased to call him 
before him. And there he remained when 1 left the countiy; 
maintained with plenty of provisions at the King’s charge. 

The number of Dutch now living there may be about fifty 
or sixty. Some whereof are Ambassadors ; some prisoners 
of war ; some runaways and malefactors that have escaped 
the hand of justice, and got away from the Dutch quarters. 
To all of whom, are allotted respective allowances ; but the 
runaways have the least, the King not loving such, though 
giving them entertainment. 

The Dutch here love drink, and so practise their proper 
vice in this country. One who was a great man in the Court, 
would sometime come into the King’s presence, half disguised 
with drink ; which the King often passed over : but once 
asked him, Why do you thus disorder yourself that when 
I send for you about my business, you are not in a capacity 
to serve me ? *' He boldly replied, ** That as soon as his 
mother took away her milk from him ; she supplied it with 
wine : and ever since,” saith he, 1 have used myself to it,” 
With this answer, the King seemed to be pleased. And indeed 
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the rest of the white u^ni «uc gciiciaii^ ui uic auftinc i6in|ici i 
insomuch that the Cingalese have a saying, “ That wine is as 
natural to white men as milk to children." 

All differences of ranks and qualities are disregarded 
among those Cingalese people that are under the Dutch. 
Neither do the Dutch make any distinction between the 
" Hondrews,” and the low and inferior castes of men ; and 
permit them to go in the same habit, and sit upon stools, as 
well as the best Hondrews : and the lower ranks may eat and 
intermarry with the higher without any punishment or any 
cogniaance taken of it. Which is a matter that the Cingalese 
in Conde Uda are much offended with the Dutch for; and 
makes them think, that they themselves are sprung from some 
mean rank or extract. Aqd this prejudiceth this people against 
them ; that they have lot such an esteem for them. For 
to a Cingalese, his ran\ ^nd honour is as dear as his life. 

And thus much of ;pe Dutch. 
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Chapter XIV. 

Concerning the French, With some inquiries what 
should make the King detain white men as he does, 

A fid how the Christian r^igion is maintained 
among the Christians there. 

Bout the year 167a or 1673 ; there came fourteen 
sail of great ships from the King of Prance to settle 
a trade here. Monsieur De la Have the Admiral, 
put in with his fleet into the port of Kottiaar. From 
whence, he sent up three men by way of embassy, to 
the King of Kandy : whom he entertained very nobly, and gave 
every one of them a chain of gold about their necks, and a 
sword all inlaid with silver, and a gun. And afterwards he 
sent one of them down to the Admiral with his answer which 
encouraged him to send up others, that is, an Ambassador, 
and six more, who were to reside there, till the return of the 
fleet back again ; the fleet being about to sail to the coast 
of Coromandel. 

To the fleet, the King sent all manner of provisions, as 
much as his ability could afford; and not only permitted 
but assisted them to build a fort in the bay : which they 
manned, partly with their own people and partly with 
Cingalese, whom the king sent and lent to the French. But 
the Admiral finding that the King's provisions, and what else 
could be brought in the island, would not suffice for so great 
a fleet : was forced to depart for the coast of Coromandel, 
promising the King by the Ambassador aforementioned, 
speedily to return again. So leaving some of his men with 
the King's supplies [auxiliaries] to keep the fort till his return : 
he weighed anchor and set sail. But never came back again, 
^me reported they were destroyed by a storm ; others by the 
«Dotch. The Admiral had sent up to the King gr^t presents, 
but he would not presently receive them ; that it might not 
seem as if he wanted anything or were greedy of things 
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brought to him : but since the French returned not according 
to their promise ; he scorned ever after to receive them. At 
first, he neglected the present out of State ; and ever since 
out of anger and indignation. The French fort at Kottiaar 
was a little after, easily taken by the Dutch. 

But to return to the Ambassador and his retinue. He 
rode up from Kottiaar on horseback ; which was very grand in 
that country : and being, with his company, gotten somewhat 
short of the city [of Digligy], was appointed there to 
stay until an house should be prepared in the city for their 
entertainment. When it was signified to him that their 
house was ready for their reception ; they were conducted 
forward by certain nobleman sent by the King, cariying with 
them a present for his majesty. The Ambassador came 
riding on horseback into the city, which the noblemen 
observing, dissuaded him from, and advised him to walk on 
foot ; telling him it was not allowable nor the custom : but 
he, regarding them not, rode by the palace gaB\ It offended 
the King ; but he took not much notice of it for the present. 

The .^bassador alighted at his lodgings, where he and 
his companions were nobly entertained ; and provisions sent 
them ready dressed out of the King’s palace three times a 
day. Great plenty they had of all things the countr}* 
afforded. 

After some time, the King sent to him to come to his 
audience. In great state, he was conducted to the Court ; 
accompanied with several of the nobles that were sent to 
him. Coming — thus to the Court in the night — as it is the 
King’s usual manner at that season \timc\ to send for foreign 
ministers, and give them audience — he waited there some 
small time about two hours or less, the King not yet 
admitting him. Which he took in such great disdain, and 
for such an affront that he was made to stay at all ; much 
more so long: that he would tarry no longer but went 
towards his lodgings. Some about the Court observing this, 
would have stopped him by elephants that stood in the court, 
turning them baore the gate, through which he was to pass : 
but he would not so be stopped, but laid his hand upon his 
•word, as if he meant to make his way by the elepl^ants.« 
The p^le seeing his resolution, called away the elephants, 
and kt him pass. 
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As toon as the King heard of it, he was highly displeased ; 
insomuch that he commanded some of his officers, that they 
should go, and beat them and clap them in chains ; which 
was immediately done to all ; excepting the two gentlemen 
that were first sent up by the Admiral. (For these were not 
touched, the King reckoning they did not belong unto this 
Ambassador : neither were they now in his company ; 
excepting that one of them in the combustion got a few 
blows.) They were likewise disarmed, and so have con- 
tinued ever since. Upon this the gentlemen, attendants 
upon the Ambassador, made their L^omplaints to the captain 
of their guards; excusing themselves and laying all the 
blame upon their Ambassador : urging that they were his 
attendants, and a soldier must obey his commander, and go 
where he appoints him.*’ Which sayings being told the King, 
he approved thereof, and commanded them out of chains: 
the Ambassador still remaining in them, and so continued 
lor six months. After which, he was released from his 
chains, by means of the entreaties his own men made to the 
great men in his behalf. 

The rest of the Frenchmen, seeing how the Ambassador’s 
imprudent carriage had brought him to this misery, refused 
any longer to dwell with him: and each of them by the 
King’s permission dwells by himself in the city; being 
maintained at the King’s charge. Three of these — whose 
names were Monsieur Du Plbssy, son to a gentleman of note 
in France; and J ban Bloom ; the third — ^whose name I cannot 
tell, but he was the Ambassador’s boy — ^the King appointed 
to look to his best horse kept in the palace. This horse 
some time after died, as it is supposed of old age : which 
extremely troubled the King. And imagining they had been 
instrumental in his death, by their carelessness : he commanded 
two of them. Monsieur Du Plbssy and Jean Bloom, to be 
carried away into the mountains, and kept prisoners in chains. 
Where they remained when 1 came thence. 

The rest of them follow employments: some whereof distil 
tiTRck, and keep the greatest taverns in the city. 

— a little before I came from the island — the King 
undeistanding the disagreements and differences that were 
•till kept on mt betwixt the Ambassador and the rest of his 
eempatiy^ disliked it ; and used these means to make them 
ejvs. gjm . I. 29 
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friends. He sent for them all, the Ambassador and the 
rest ; and told them, ‘‘that it was not seemly for persons as 
they were, at such a distance from their own countnr, to 
quarrel and fall out ; and that if they had any love for GOD 
or the King of France or himself ; they should go home with 
the Ambassador and ^ee and live together.** They went 
hack together not daring to disobey the King : and as soon 
as they were at home, the King sent a banquet after them of 
sweetmeats and fruits to eat together. They did eat the 
King's banquet ; but it would not make the reconcilement. 
For after they had done, each man went home ; and dwelt in 
their own houses, as they did before. It was thought that 
this carriage would offend the King, and that he would, 
at least, take away their allowance: and it is probable, 
before this time the King hath taken vengeance on them. 
But the Ambassador's carriage is so imperious, that they 
would rather venture whatsoever might follow than bie 
subject to him. And in this case 1 left them* 

Since my return to England ; I presumed by a letter to 
inform the French Ambassador then in London of the 
aforesaid matters : thinking myself bound in conscience and 
Christian charity to do my endeavour ; that their friends 
knowing their condition, may use means for their deliverance. 
The letter ran thus. 

“ These may acquaint your Excellency, that having been a 
prisoner tn the island of Ceylon, under the King of that country 
nearly twenty years : by means of this my long detainment there, 
J became acquainted with the French Ambassador and the other 
gentlemen of his retinue, being tn all eight persons; who were 
sent to treat with the said King in the year 1672, Monsieuf 
De la Have ; who came with a Heet to the port of Kottiaar or 
Trincotnalee, from whence he sent these gentlemen. And knowing 
that from thence it is scarcely possible to send any letters or notice 
to other parts— for in all the time of my cabtivtfy, I could never 
send one word whereby my friends here might come to hear of my 
condition; until with one more, I made an escape, leaving ssxieen 
Englishmen yet there — the kindness I have received from those 
French gentlemen, as also my compass^ for them bein^ detained 
in the same fiau with me : have obliged and constrained me to 
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^isume to trouble your Lordship with this paper; not knowing 
afiv other means whereby I might convey notice to their friends at^ 
reJoHonSf which is all the service I am able to perform for them, 

** The Ambassador's name I know not. There is a kinsman of 
his, called Monsieur Lb Sbble, and a young gentleman caU^ 
Monsieur Du Plessy, and another named Monsieur La Roche, 
The rest, by name I know not,*' 

And then an account of them is given, according to what I 
have mentioned above. 

“ I shall not presume to be further tedious to your Honour. 
Craving pardon for my boldness, which an affection to those 
gentlemen, being in the same land with me, hath occasioned; 
concerning whom if your Lordship be pleased further to be 
informed, I shall be both willing and ready to be. 

Yours, &c:* 

The Ambassador upon the receipt of this, desired to speak 
with me. Upon whom I waited, and he, after some speech 
with me ; told me he would send word into France of it, and 
gave me thanks for this my kindness to his countrymen. 

It may be worth some inquiry, what the reason might be, 
that the King detains the European people as he does. It 
cannot be out of hope of profit or advantage, for they are so 
far from bringing him any, that they are a very great 
charge ; being all maintained either by him or his people. 
Neither is it in the power of money to redeem any one ; fcr 
that he neither needs nor values. Which makes me 
conclude it is not out of profit or envy or ill-will, but out of 
love gnd favour, that he keeps them ; delighting in their 
company, and to have them ready at his command. 

For he is very ambitious of the service of these men ; and 
winks at many of their failings, more than he uses to do 
towards his natural subjects. 

As may appear from a Company of white soldiers he hath, 
who upon their watch used to be very negligent ; one lying 
drunk here, and another there; which remissness in his own 
soldiers, he would scarcely have endured, but it would have 
cost their lives ; but with these, he use^ more craft than 
severity to make them more watchful. 
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These soldiers are under two Captains, the one a Dutchman 
and the other a Portuguese. They are appointed to guard 
one of the King’s magazines; where they alwa 3 rs keep 
sentinel, both by day and night. This is a pretty good 
distance from the Court, and here it was the King contrived 
their station, that they might swear and swagger out of his 
hearing, and that nobody might disturb them nor they 
nobody. The Dutch captain lies at one side of the gate, 
and the Portuguese at the other. 

Once the King, to employ these his white soldiers, and to 
honour them, by letting them see what an assurance he 
reposed in them ; sent one of his boys thither to be kept 
prisoner, which they were very proud of. They kept him 
two years in which time he had learnt both the Dutch and 
Portugese language. Afterwards the King retook the boy 
into his service; and within a short time after, executed him. 

But the King’s reason in sending this boy to be kept by these 
soldiers was probably, not as they supposed ai^d as the king 
himself outwardly pretended, viz. : — to show how much he 
confided in them, but out of design to make them look the 
better to their watch, which their debauchery made them 
very remiss in. For the prisoner’s hands only were in chains, 
and not his legs. So that his possibility of running away, 
having his legs at liberty; concerned tliem to be circumspect 
and wakeful : and they knew if he had escaped it were as 
much as their lives were worth. By this crafty and kind 
way did the king correct the negligence of his white soldiers. 

Indeed his inclinations are much towards the Europeans, 
making them his great officers; accounting them more 
faithful and trusty than his own people. With these he 
often discourses concerning the affairs of their countries, and 
promotes to places far above their ability and sometimes 
their degree or desert. And indeed all over the land they do 
bear, as it were, a natural respect and reverence to white 
men ; inasmuch as black, they hold to be inferior to white ; 
and they say the gods are white, and that the souls of the 
blessed after the resurrection will be white; and therefore 
that black is a rejected and accursed colour. 

And as further signs of the King’s favour to them, there are 
many privileges which the white men have and enj<^, as 
tolerated or mlowed them from the King, which 1 suppose 
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may proceed from the aforesaid consideration : as, to wear 
*any manner of apparel, either gold, silver or silk, shoes and 
stockings, a shoulder belt and sword ; their houses may be 
whitened with lime; and many such things: all which the 
Cingalese are not permitted to do. 

He will also sometimes send for them into his presence, 
and discourse familiarly with them, and entertain them with 
great civilities; especially white Ambassadors. They are 
greatly chargeable unto his country, but he regards it not in 
the least. So that the people are more like slaves unto us, 
than we to the King : inasmuch as they are enforced by his 
command to bring us maintenance. Whose poverty Is 
so great oftentimes, that for want of what they supply us 
with ; themselves, their wives and children are forced to 
suffer hunger. This being as a due tax imposed upon them 
to pay unto us. Neither can they by any power or authority 
refuse the payment thereof to us. For in my own hearing, 
the people once complaining of their poverty and inability to 
give us any longer our allowance, the magistrate or governor 
replied, ** It was the King’s special command, and who durst 
disannul it ? And if otherwise they could not supply us with 
our maintenance; he bade them sell their wives and children, 
rather than we should want of our due.” Such is the favour 
that Almighty GOD hath given Christian people in the sight 
of this heathen King; whose entertainment and usage of them 
is thus favourable. 


If any inquire into the religious exercise and worship 
practised among the Christians there : I am sony I must 
say it ; 1 can give but a slender account. For they have no 
churches, nor no mests; and so no meetings together on the 
Lord’s days for Divine Worship; but each one reads and 
prays at his own house, as he is disposed. They sanctify the 
day chiefly by refraining work, and meeting together at 
dnnking houses. They continue the practice of baptism. 
And there being no priests, they baptize their children them- 
selves with water, and use the words In the name of the 
FATHER, and of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST;” and 
give them Christian name^. They have their friends about 
them at such a time, and make a small feast, according to 
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their ability: and some teach their children to say their 
prayers, and to read ; and some do not. 

Indeed their religion, at the best, is but negative, that is, 
th^ are not heathen ; they do not comply with the idolatiy 
here practised : and they profess themselves Christians in a 
general manner; which appears by their names, and by their 
beads and crosses, that some of them wear about their necks. 

Nor indeed can I wholly clear them from compliance with 
the religion of the country. For some of them, when they 
are sick do use the ceremonies which the heathen do in the 
like case : as in making idols of clay, and setting them up in 
their houses, and offering rice to them ; and having weavers 
to dance before them. But they are ashamed to be known 
to do this : and I have known none to do it, but such as are 
Indian bom. Yet I never knew any of them, that do 
inwardly in heart and conscience incline to the ways of the 
heathen ; but perfectly abhor them. Nor have there been 
any, I ever heard of, that came to their tempjiss, upon any 
religious account; but only would stand by and look on: 
without it were one old priest, named Padre Vekqonsf, a 
Genoese bom and of the Jesuit’s order; who would go to the 
temples and eat with the weavers and other ordinary people, 
of the sacrifices offered to the idols. But with this apology 
for himself ; **That he ate it as common meat and as GOD's 
creature; and that it was never the worse for the superstition 
that had passed upon it.” 

But however this may reflect upon the Father, another 
thing may be related for his honour. There happened two 
priests to fall into the hands of the King, on whom he conferred 
great honours. For having laid aside their habits, they kept 
about his person ; and were the greatest favourites at Court. 
The King, one day, sent for Veroonse, and asked him if it 
would not be better for him to lay aside his old coat and cap ; 
and to do as the other two priests had done, and receive 
honour from him. He replied to the King, “That he boasted 
more in that old habit, and in the name of Jesus; than in 
all the honour that he could do him.” And so refused the 
King’s honour. The King valued the Father for this saying. 

He had a pretty library about him, and died in his b^ of 
qH age t whereas the two other priests in the King's service^ 
died miaerahly ; one of a cancer, and the other was slam^ 
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The old priest had about thirty or forty books ; which the 
km, they say, seized on after his death, and keeps. 

These priests and more, lived there ; but were ill deceased, 
excepting Vbroonsb, before my time. The King allowed them 
to build a church. Which they did, and the Portuguese 
assembled there. But they made no better than a bawdy 
house of it. For which cause, the King commanded to pull 
it down. 

Although here be Protestants and Papists, yet here are 
no differences kept up among them ; but they are as good 
friends as if there were no such parties : and there is no other 
distinction of religion there, but only heathens and Christians ; 
and we usually say, " We Christians." 

FINIS. 



Curiously enough, the name of this native King does not transpire in 
the above narrative. It was Rajah Singha the Second. He lived till 
1687. 

The names of places in the original work have been corrected by those 
III that moet valuable Map of Ceylon, by Migor-General John Fraser, 
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Thomas Lodge, M.D. 

My bonny lass / thine eye. 



V BONNY lass ! thine eye* 

So sly. 

Hath made me sorrow so. ^ 
Thy crimson cheeks, my Dear t 
So clear, 

Have so much wrought my woe. 


IPkeemijs Neai,\ 


Thy pleasing smiles and grace, 
Thy face. 

Have ravished so my sprites ; 
That life is grown to nought. 

Through thought 
Of love, which me affrights. 


For fancy's flames of Are 
Aspire 

Unto such furious power: 

As but the tears I shed 

Make dead. 

The brands would me devour. 
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I should consume to nought, 

Through thought 
Of thy fair shining eye ; 

Thy cheeks, thy pleasing smiles, 

The wiles, 

That forced my heart to die : 


Thy grace, thy face, the part 
Where art 

Stands gazing still to see ; 

The wondrous gifts and power. 
Each hour, 

That hath bewitched me. 


T. L., Gent. 
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Rev. Richard Hakluyt. 

The V oyage of the Dog to the 
Gulf of MexicOy 1 589. 

A brief remembrance for want of further advertisements 
as yet, of a voyage made this present year 1589, by 
William Michblson Captain, and William Mace 
(of Ratcliff) Master of a ship called the Dog, to the 
Bay of Mexico, in the West Indies. 



He poresaid ship called the Dog, of 70 tons burden, 
was anned forth with the number of forty men. I 
departed from the coast of England in the month of 
May [1589], directly for the West Indies. It fell in 
with the Bay of Mexico, and there met with 


divers Spanish ships at sundp^ times ; whereof three fell into 
her lap, and were forced to ^eld to the mercy of the English. 
The last that they met with in the Bay was a Spanish Man 


of War, whom the English chased ; and after three several 


fights npon three several days, pressed him so far that he 
entreated a parley, by putting out a flag of trace. 

The parl^ was granted, and certain of the Spaniards came 
aboard the English ship ; where alter conference about those 
matters that had passed in fight betwixt them, they received 
reasonable entertainment and a quiet farewell. 

The Spaniards, as if they had meant to requite the English 
courtesy, invited our men to theirship ; who persuading them- 
selves of good meaning in them, went aboard. But honest 
and friendly dealing was not their purpose. For suddenly 
they assaulted our men, and with a dagger stabbing the 
English pilot to the heart, slew him. Others were served 
with the like sauce ; only William Mace the Master (and 
two others) notwithstanding all the prepared traps of the 
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enemyi leaped overboard into the sea, and so came safe to his 
own ship : and directing his course to England, arrived at 
• Pl5rmouth the loth of September [1589] last ; laden with 
wines, iron, roans which are a kind of linen cloth, and 
other rich commodities. Looking also for the arrival of the 
rest of his consorts; whereof one, and the principal one, hath 
not long since obtained [reached] its port. 

Thus much, in general terms only, I have as yet learned 
and received touching this voyage, as extracted out of letters 
sent from the foresaid William Mace to Master Edward 
Wilkinson of Tower Hill in London. 

My principal intention by this example is to admonish our 
nation of circumspection in dealing with that subtle enemy ; 
and never to trust the Spanish further than that their own 
strength shall be able to master them. For otherwise who- 
soever shall through simplicity trust their courtesy shall by 
trial taste of their assured cruelty. 
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Anonymous. 

An excellent Sonnet^ wherein the lover 
exclaimeth against Detraciioh^ 
being the principal cause 
of all hts care. 

To the tune When Cupid scaUd Jtrst the fort. 


IjI G^rgMmg (iaiieiy of CaHamt Imm m h t mlb 



Ass forth in doleful dumps, my verse ! 
Thy master^s heavy haps unfold ! 

His grizaled gnef each heart well pierce 1 
Display his woes ! Fear not, be bold 1 


Hid whole in heaps of heaviness, 

His dismal days are almost spent ; 

For Fate, which forged this fickleness, 

My youthly years with tears hath sprent. 

I loathe the ling’ring life I led. 

O wishM Death ! why stay’st thy hand ? 
Sith gladsome 303^8 away be fled. 

And linked 1 am in Dolour's band. 


In welt'ring waves my ship is tost, 

My shattering sails away be shorn : 

My anchor from the stem is lost, 

And tacklings from the mainyards tom. 



Third Version of Cupid's assault. 

Thus driven with eveiy gale of wind, 

My weather-beaten bark doth fail ; 

Still hoping harbour once to find, 

Which may these passing perils quail. 

But out alas ! in vain I hope, 

Sith billows proud assault me still : 

And skill doth want with seas to cope. 

And liquor salt my keel doth fill. 

Yet storm doth cease : but lo, at hand, 

A ship with warlike wights addressed ; 
Which seems to be some pirate’s band. 
With powder and with pellets pressed. 

To sink or spoil my bruis^ bark ; 

Which dangers* dread could not a daunt. . 
And now the shot the air doth dark ; 

And Captain on the deck him vaunt. 

Then Ignorance the Overseer proud. 

Cries to Suspicion, ** Spare no shot ; ** 

And Envy yelleth out aloud, 

** Yield to Detraction this thy boat.” 

And as it is row seamen’s trade, 

When might to cool the foe doth lack : 

By vailing foretop, sign 1 made ; 

That to their lee, I me did take. 

Then gathenng wind, to me they make. 

And Treason first on board doth come ; 
Then follows Fraud like wily snake. 

And swift amongst them takes his room. 
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These bind me, captive ta*en, with band 
Of carking care and fell annoy ; 

While under hatches yet 1 stand, 

Thereby quite to abandon joy. 

Then hoisting sails, they homeward hie, 

And me present unto Disdain : 

Who me beheld with scorning eye, 

The more for to increase my pain. 

As Lady, she commanded straight, 

That to Despair they me convey : 

And bade with skilful heed lie wait 
That Truth be barred from me away, 

“ Madam,'* quoth I, “ let due desert 
Yet find remorse for these my woes. 

Of pity, grant some ease to smart. 

Let Troth draw near to quail my foes,** 

Hut all for nought 1 do complain, 

For why ? The deaf can move no noise. 

No more can they which do disdain ; 

But will in heart thereat rejoice. 

Wherefore twixt life and death I stay ; 

Till Time with daughter his, draw nigh, 
Which may these furious foes dismay : 

Or else in ruthful plight I die. 


F I IS 
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Ranh in the British Army about 1630 . 

[Harl. MS. 4031. f. 944 ] 

Lord General of the Field. 

Lieutenant General of the Field. 


Of Horsemen. 

All do ride. 

A Captain. 

A Lieutenant. 

Coronel or Colonel of the host 
that is, Ensign Bearer. 
Quarter Master. 

Clerk. 

3 Corporals. 

2 Trumpeters. 

A Surgeon. 

A Farrier. 


Of Footmen. 

Sergeant Major General.^ These 
Master of the Ordnance, 

; Quarter Master General, th^ 
Colonel of a Regiment. 
Lieutenant Colonel of a 
Regiment. 

Sergeant Major [now Major] of 
a Regiment. 

Quarter Master of a Regiment. 
Captain of a Company. 
Lieutenant of a Company. 
Ensign Bearer [now Ensign] of 
the same Company. 

2 Sergeants of the Band [? now 

Drum Majors], 

Clerk of the Band. 

Quarter Master of a Company. 
Gentlemen of a Company. 

3 Corporals. 

Drummers. 

Lantz privadoes [?] who are 
Corporals* Lieutenants [now 
Lance Corporals], 

Sentinels. 

Surgeon. 

Common Soldiers. 
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T HOMAS) after Sir Thomas Wilson. 

C Eloquence first given ly GOD, 
after lost by man, and last 
repaired by GOD again. 

[ Ttif Art 0/ Rkrtfric J 

An in whom is poured the breath of life, was made 
at his first being an everlasting creature, unto the 
likeness of GOD ; endued with reason, and appointed 
lord over all other things living. 0bt after the fall 
of our first father, sin so crept in that our knowledge 
was much darkened, and by corruption of this our flesh, man's 
reason and entendment [inUlUct] were both overwhelmed. 
At what time, GOD being sore grieved with the folly of 
one man ; pitied, of His mere goodness, the whole state and 
posterity of mankind. And therefore whereas through the 
wicked suggestion of our ghostly enemy, the joyful fruition 
of GOD'S gloiy was altogether lost ; it pleased our heavenly 
Father to repair mankind of his free mercy and to grant an 
everlasting inheritance unto such as would by constant faith 
seek earnestly thereafter. 

Long it was, ere that man knew ; himself being destitute of 
GOD’S grace, so that all things waxed savage, the earth 
untilled, society neglected, GOD’s will not known, man 
against man, one against another, and all against order. 
Some lived by spoil, some like brute beasts gi^ed upon the 
ground, some went naked, some roamed like woMwoses 
[mad wild men ] , none did anything by reason, but most did 
what they could by manhood. None almost considered the 
everliving GOD : but all lived most commonly after their own 
lust* By death, they thought that all things ended ; by Hfe, 
tb^ looked for none other living. None remembered the 
true observation of wedlock, none tendered the education 
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of their children; laws were not regarded, true dealing 
wot not once used* For virtue, vice bare place ; for right 
and eouity, might used authority. And therefore whereas 
aian tnrough reason might have used order, man through 
folly fell into error. And thus for lack of skill and want of 
grace, evil so prevailed ; that the devil was most esteemed : 
and GOD either almost unknown among them all or else 
nothing feared among so many. Therefore-— even now when 
man was thus past all hope of amendment — GOD still 
tendering his own workmanship ; stirred up his faithful and 
elect, to persuade with reason all men to society : and gave 
his appointed ministers knowledge both to see the natures of 
men ; and also granted to them the gift of utterance, that 
they might with ease win folk at their will, and frame them 
Ity reason to all good order. 

And therefore whereas men lived brutishly in open fields 
having neither house to shroud [cover] them in, nor attire to 
clothe their backs ; nor yet any regard to seek their best 
avail [interest] : these appointed of GOD, called them together 
by utterance of speech ; and persuaded with them what was 
good, what was bad, and what was gainful for mankind. 
And although at first the rude could ha^ly learn, and either 
for the strangeness of the thing would not gladly receive the 
offer or else for lack of knowledge could not perceive the 
goodness : yet being somewhat drawn and delighted with the 
pleasantness of reason and the sweetness of utterance, after 
a certain space, they became through nurture and £[ood 
advisement, of wild, sober ; of cruel, gentle ; of fools, wise ; 
and of beasts, men. Such force hath the tongue, and such 
is the power of Eloquence and Reason that most men are 
forced, even to yield in that which most standeth against 
their will. And therefore the poets do feign that Hercules, 
being a man of great wisdom, had all men linked together by 
the ears in a chain, to draw them and lead them even as he 
listed. For his wit so great, his tongue so eloquent, and his 
experience such ; that no man was able to withstand his 
reason : but eveiy one was rather driven to do that which he 
would, and to will that which he did ; agreeing to his advice 
both in word and work, in all that ever they were able. 

Neither can I see that men could have been brought by 
any«Olher means to live together in fellowship of life, to 

Mife . I 30 



466 Eloquence fostereth Society. 

maintain cities, to deal truly, and willingly to ob^ one 
another : if men, at the first, had not by art and eloquence 
persuaded that which they full oft found out by reason. For 
what man, I pray you, being better able to maintain himself 
by valiant courage than by living in base subjection, would 
not rather look to rule like a lord, than to live like an 
underling; if by reason he were not persuaded that it 
behoveth every man to live in his own vocation, and not to 
seek any higher room than that whereunto he was at the 
first, appointed ? Who would dig and delve from mom till 
evening ? Who would travail and toil with the sweat of his 
brows ? Yea, who would, for his King's pleasure, adventure 
and hazard his life, if wit had not so won men ; that they 
thought nothing more needful in this world nor anything 
whereunto they were more bounden than here to live in 
their duty and to train their whole life, according to their 
calling. Therefore whereas men are in many things weakly 
by nature, and subject to much infirmity ; I f^hink in this 
one point they pass all other creatures living, that they have 
the gift of speech and reason. 

And among all other, I think him of most worthy fame, 
and amongst men to be taken for half a god that therein doth 
chiefly and above all other excel men ; wherein men do 
excel beasts. For he that is among the reasonable, of all 
the most reasonable ; and among the witty, of all the most 
witty ; and among the eloquent, of all the most eloquent : 
him, think 1, among all men, not only to be taken for a 
singular man, but rather to be counted for half a god. For 
in seeking the excellency hereof, the sooner he draweth to 
perfection the nigher he cometh to GOD, who is the chief 
Wisdom : and therefore called GOD because He is the most 
wise, or rather wisdom itself. 

Now then seeing that GOD giveth heavenly grace unto 
such as called unto him with outstretched hands and 
bumble heart ; never wanting to those that want not to 
themselves : I purpose by His grace and especial assistance, 
to set forth such precepts of eloouence, and to show what 
observation the wise have used in handling of their matters : 
that the unlearned by seeing the practice m others, may have 
some knowledge themselves ; and learn by their nei|‘ 
device what is necessary for&emselves in their own ( 
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Sir Philip Sidney. 
jisTROPHEL and Stella, 

Heralds at arms do three perfections quote. 

To wit, most fair, most rich, most glittering. 

So when these three concur within one thing 
Needs must that thing of honour be a note. 

Lately did 1 behold a nch fair coat. 

Which npishhd Fortune to mine eyes did bring. 

A lordly coat, but worthy of a king. 

In which one might all these perfections note, 

A field of lilies, rosea proper bare ; 

Two stars in chief, the crest was waves of gold : 

How glittering 'twas, might by the stars appear : 

The lilies made it fair for to behold. 

And HIGH It was as by the gold appeareth . 

But happy he that in his aims it weareth. 

H Constaulb, Diana, Sonnet X. 1594. 

Hb very ways In the world did generally add reputation to his Prince and country, by restoring 
amongst us the ancient majesty of noble and true dealing ; as a manly wbdom that can no more be 
weighed do«-n by an efTeminate craft, than Hbucllbs could be overcome by that effeminate army 
of dwarfs. And thu was it which, 1 profess, I loved dearly in him, and still shall be glad to honour 
in the good men of this time . I mean that his heart and toogue went both one way, and so with 
every one that went with the truth ; as knowing no other kindred, party, or end.' Above all, fan 
made the religion he professed the firm basu of hu life. — F ulkb Gbbviluk, Lift 0/ SirP, 
StDNBY, p. 40, Ed. /65s. . 

Sir Philip Sionby, that csact image of quiet and action ; happily united in him, and seldom 
well divided in way.— Idem, p. 171. 

Ady Penelope Devereux eldest child of Walter, 2nd 
Earl of Essex ; and elder sister to his successor Robert, 
the second favourite of Queen Elizabeth : was Sir Philip 
Sidney's first and only love, his Stella, 

Her first husband was Robert, 3rd Lord Rich ; who 
after her death (1607) was made Earl of Warwick (6th August, 1618). 
Sidney's transparent Riddle at page 521 identifies Stella with Lady 
Rich, ue, the once Lady Penelope Devereux. 

We must first recall from the Elegy we have printed at images 249- 
296 ; the testimony of Sidney's dearest firiends as to the relationship of 
STELLA to his life and souL Edmund Spenser wrote— 

B Or hb could pipe, and dance, and carol sweet ; 

Emongst the shepherds in their shearing feast : 

As summer’s lark that with her song doth greet 
The dawning day, forth coming from the East. 

And lays of love he also would compose. 

Thrice happy she I. whom he to praise did choose. 

30 * 
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Full many maidens often did him woo, 

Them to vouchsafe, emongst his rhymes to name ; 
Or make for them, as he was wont to do, 

For her that did his heart with love inflame ; 

For which they promised to dight for him. 

Gay chaplets of flowers and garlands trim. 


And many a nymph, both of the wood and brook. 

Soon as his oaten pipe began to shrill ; 

Both ciystal wells and shady groves forsook, 

To hear the charms of his enchanting skill : 

And brought him presents ; flowers, if it were prime ; 

Or mellow fruit, if it were harvest time. 

But he for none of them did care a whit ; * 

Yet wood<gods for them oft sighed sore : 

Ne for their gifts unworthy of his wit. 

Yet not unworthy of the country’s store. 

For One alone he cared, for One he sighed 
His life’s treasure, and his dear love’s delight. 

Stblla the fair ! the fairest star in sky : 

As fair as Venus, or the fairest fair. 

A fairer star saw never living eye, 

Shot her sharp pointed beams through purest air. 

Her, he did love ; her, he alone he did honour : 

His thoughts, his rhymes, his songs were all upon her. 


To her, he vowed the service of his days ; 

On her, he spent the riches of his wit ; 

For her, he made h3rmn8 of immortal praise : 
Of only her; he sang, he thought, he writ. 
Her, and but her, of love he worthy deemed t 
Pgr all the rest, but little he esteemed. 
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Ne her with idle words alone he vowed, 

And verses vain — ^yet verses are not vain : 

But with brave deeds, to her sole service vowed ; 

And bold achievements, her did entertain. 

For both in deeds and words he nurtured was. 

Both wise and hardy — ^too hardy, alas 1 


We take these representations of Spenser to be calm and deliberate 
statements of facts. 

Lodowick BRYSKETTis more poetic in the setting ; but puts words into 
the mouth of Stella^ which are quite consistent with the facts of the 
case. 


H, THAT thou hadst but heard his lovely Stella plain 
Her grievous loss, or seen her heavy mourning cheer; 
Whilst she, with woe oppressed, her sorrows did 
unfold. 

Her hair hung loose neglect about her shoulders twain : 

And from those two bright stars to him sometime so dear/ 
Her heart sent drops of pearl ; which fell in foison down 
*Twixt lily and the rose. She wrung her hands with pain 
And piteously *gan say, ** My true and faithful pheer 1 
Alas, and woe is me ! why should my fortune frown 
On me thus frowardly to rob me of my joy ? 

What cruel envious hand hath taken thee away ; 

And with thee, my content, my comfort and my stay ? 

Thou only wast the ease of trouble and annoy : 

When they did me assail, in thee my hopes did rest. 

Alas, what now is left but grief that night and day 
Afflicts this woeful life, and with continual rage 
Torments ten thousand ways my miserable breast ? 

O greedy envious heaven ! what needed thee to have 
Enriched with such a jewel this unhappy age ; 

To take it back again so soon ? Alas, when shall 

Mine eyes see ought that may content them, since thy grave 

lly only treasure hides, the joy of my poor heart ? 
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As here with thee on earth I lived» even so equal 
Methinks it were, with thee in heaven 1 did abide: 

And as our troubles all, we here on earth did part ; 

So reason would that there, of thy most happy state 
I had my share. Alas, if thou my trusty guide 
Were wont to be : how canst thou leave me thus alone 
In darkness and astray ; weak, weaxy, desolate. 

Plunged in a world of woe — refusing for to take 
Me with thee, to the place of rest where thou art gone ? *• 
This said, she held her peace, for sorrow tied her tongue : 
And instead of more words, seemed that her eyes a lake 
Of tears had been, they flowed so plenteously therefrom : 
And with her sobs and sighs th*air round about her rung. 


Matthew Rovdon gives this further representation— 



iHbn being filled with learned dew, 
jXhe Muses willed him to love : 
jThat instrument can aptly show. 

How finely our conceits will move. 

As Bacchus opes dissembled hearts. 
So Love sets out our better parts.*' 


** Stella, a nymph within this wood, 
Most rare, and rich of heavenly bliss ; 
The highest in his fancy stood. 

And she could well demerit this. 

'Tis likely, they acquainted soon : 
He was a sun, and she a moon." 

^ Our Astkophil did Stella love. 

O Stella I vaunt of Astrophil I 
Albeit thy graces gods may move ; 
Where wilt thou find an Astrophil ? 
The rose and lily have their prime ; 
And so hath beauty but a time," 
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** Although thy beauty do exceed 
In common sight of every eye ; 

Yet in his poesies when we read. 

It is apparent more thereby. 

He that hath love and judgment too, 
Sees more than any others do/* 


Then Astrophil hath honoured thee. 
For when thy body is extinct, 

Thy graces shall eternal be, 

And live by virtue of his ink. 

For by his verses he doth give 
To shortlived beauty aye to live/* 


** Above all others this is he, 

Which erst approved in his song 
That love and honour might agree. 

And that pure love will do no wrong. 
Sweet saints ! it is no sin nor blame 
To love a man of virtuous name.’* 


Did never love so sweetly breathe 
In any mortal breast before ? 

Did never Muse inspire beneath, 

A poet’s brain with finer store ? 

He wrote of love with high conceit ; 
And beauty reared above her height.” 


As these statements were made by persons perfectly conversant with 
aU the tacts of the case ; as they occur in a work dedicated to Sidney's 
widow (after she had taken for her second husband, Robert Devereux, 
£ail of Essex ; and so had become sister-in-law to Stella), and which 
ber^arded as the family offering to his memory and fame: they 
ttMSt bf accepted, as being in their general representation, absolutely 
bofoiid any dispute. 
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II. 

R. H. F. Bouhns (my dus-mate in i860 at King’s CoQ^, 
London; when my honoured Teacher, Professor HSNRY 
Mokley, there revved to us what English Literature really 
was), in his Memoir of Sir PHILIP SiDHEy, 1863, gives the 
birth o( Stella as about 1563. 

Sidney, ha\nng been bom on the 29th of November 1554, was therefore 
nearly nine years older than the Lady Penelope. 

Philip Sidney returned to London from his foreign tour about the 31st 
of May 1575, and thence journeying with the Queen’s progress, first to the 
Triumphs and Pageants at Kenilworth, and afterwards in August to 
Chaitley in Staffordshire, the home of Lady Penelope ; where he, then 
21, may have first seen then aged 13. 

On the occasion of the death of her father, the 1st Earl, the following 
letter was wntten 



Edward Waterhouse, Esquire. 
Letter from Chartley on the i \ih November 1 5 76, to 
Sir Hrxry Sidney^ Lord Deputy of Ireland. 


May it plbasb your Lordship, 


IA.O>luiis, LttUr9er<,\ 


op? 
• - 


|He funerals of [Waltee Dfyereux] the Earl of 
Essex have been deferred till now that they be 
appointed to be honourably finished at Carmarthen, 
the 24th of this month. I have forborne to write 
to your Lordship since my arrival in this realm [i.e. of 
England] because I would g^ve free scope to all men to utter 
tbeir opinions concerning my behaviour here in such causes 
as I had to deal in ; and 1 doubt not but you have heard 
enough of it. But if any reports have come unto your 
Lordship’s ears that in the causes of my Lord of Essbx 1 
have dealt indirectly; I assure your Lordship they have 
done me wrong : for as I have justified him and his doings 
against all the world, without respect of fear ‘or favour ; so 
have 1 been free from malicious thoughts, and have quenched 
all sparks that might kindle any new fire in these causes 
which 1 hope be buried in oblivion — wherein I stand to tiki 
report of Master Phiup Sidkby above any other. 
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The estate of the Bail Bssbx beiojg; best known to 
i|i]j[aelf 9 doth require my travail for a time m his causes ; but 
iay burden cannot be gmat when every man putteth to his 
helping hand. Her Majesty hath bestowed upon the young 
Earl, his Marriage and all his father’s Rules in Wales ; and 
promiseth the remission of his debt. The Lords do generally 
favour and further him : some for the trust reposed, some for 
love to the father, others for afilinity with the child, and some 
for other causes. And all these lords that wish well to the 
children ; and I suppose all the best sort of the English lords 
besides ; do expect what will become of the treaty between 
Master Philip and my Lady Penelope. 

Truly, my Lord, 1 must say to your Lordship, as I have 
said to my Lord of Leicester and Master Philip, the 
breaking off from this match, if the default be on your parts 
[i.e. L£ic£sr£jt*s, Str H. SiDyEy^s and Philip SiDHsy^s]^ 
will turn to more dishonour than can be repaired with any 
other marri^e in England. And 1 protest unto your Lordship, 
1 do not think that there is at this day so strong a man in 
England of friends as the little Earl of Essex ; nor any man 
more lamented than his father, since the death of King 
Edward [VI]. 

[The rest of the letter is about other business.] 

From this it would appear that, for some insuperable objection, the 
Sidneys had not closed with a contemplated match between the two 
families. 

There then occurs, thirty months later, the following passage in a letter 
from Sidney to Languet on the ist of March 1578 \t.e, 1579] 

But 1 wonder, my veiy dear Hubert, what has come into 
your mind that, when 1 have not as yet done anything worthy 
of me, you would have me bound in the chains of matrimony; 
and yet without pointing out any individual lady, but rather 
seeming to extol the state itself, which however you have not 
as yet sanctioned by your own example. Respecting her, of 
whom I readily acknowledge how unworthy I am, I have 
written you my reasons long since, briefly indeed, but yet as 
wdl as 1 was able. 

At this present time, indeed, I believe you have entertained 
•ome other notion, which I earnestly entreat you to acquaint 
me witi^ whatever it may be; for everything that comes 
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from you has great weight with me ; and» to speak candidly, 
I am in some measure doubting whether some one, more 
suspicious than wise, has not whispered to you something 
unfavourable concerning me; which, though you did not give 
entire credit to it, you nevertheless, prudently and as a 
friend, thought right to suggest for my consideration. 
Should this have been the case, 1 entreat you to state the 
matter to me in plain terms, that I may be able to acquit 
myself before you, of whose good opinion I am most 
desirous : and should it only prove to have been a joke or a 
piece of friendly advice, I pray you nevertheless to let me 
know; since everything from you will always be no less 
acceptable to me than the things that I hold most dear.* 

If the fonner letter — which must have been written subsequent to 
Sidney's return home on the 31st of May 157$ though ''written long ago** 
— could be recovered, we might then know for certain who this Lady eras, 
Co whom he thus significantly refers. After the expression in Water- 
house's letter, there is a high presumption that it was Stslla : and this 
presumption is increased to a moral certainty by Sidney's own words in 
the following Sonnet at page 519. 

H Might — unhappy word, O me ! — I might, 

And then would not, or could not see my bliss : 

Till now, wrapt in a most infernal night, 

1 find, how heavenly day, wretch 1 did 1 miss. 
Heart rent thyself! thou dost thyself but right. 

No lovely Pakis made thy Helen his ; 

No force, no fraud robbed thee of thy delight ; 

No fortune, of thy fortune author is ; 

But to myself, myself did give the blow ; 

While too much wit (forsooth) so troubled me. 

That 1, respects for both our sakes must show. 

And yet could not by rising mom foresee 
How fair a day was near. O punisht eyes 1 
That 1 had bm more foolish or more wise I 

* Tke tmrws^mdemu of Sir Philip Sidney amd Hubest Lanoobt. Ed. Ip 

K A. Peaei, M.A., p. lAA* >^ 45 * 
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On the i8th of October 1580, Sidney, in the confidential letter to 
his brother which we have printed at pages 305-309, states, 1 write 
thii to you as one, that for myself have given over the delight in the 
world ; but wish to you as much, if not more than to myself,” and refers 
to his delight in music in his ** melancholy times.” To our mind, it is 
clear that all through these lonely days Sidney’s love for the Lady 
Penelope was growing and growing through all the stages which he has 
so beautifully described at page 504. 



|Ot at the first sight, nor with a dribbed shot, 

LovB gave the wound, which while I breathe will 
bleed : 

But known worth did in mine * of time proceed, 
Till, by degrees, it had full conquest got. • intbemiiiury 

1 saw and liked, I liked but loved not ; lenseof 

I loved, but straight did not what Love decreed : 

At length to Love's decrees, I forced, agreed; 

Yet with repining at so partial lot. 

Now even that footstep of lost liberty 
Is gone ; and now, like slave-born Muscovite, 

1 call it praise to suffer tyranny ; 

And now employ the remnant of my wit 
To make me self believe that all is well ; 

While with a feeling skill, 1 paint my hell. 


III. 

I Ad the second Lord Rich only lived a few years longer, it 
I would have mattered little how useless a life ; it would have 
prevented a great following misery ; it would have made 
Stella the happy wife of Astrophel ; might have kept 
Sidney from the Dutch war, and preserved him to ripen 
in the full maturity of his powers into at least a prose Spenser, if not a 
very great Poet as well ; and so endowed our following ages with wonderful 
pieces of genius and power. 

But the Lord died, and the misery came ; being heralded in by the 
foltowing letter 
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Henry Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon. 

Letter to Lord Burleigh, proposing Lady Penelofe 
Devereux as a Jit match for the 
new Lord Rich. 

\Laiutt, 3t./«/. 105.1 

May it please your Lordship, 

Earing that GOD hath taken to His mercy my Lotd 
Rich, who hath left as his heir a proper gentleman 
and one in years very fit for my lady Penelope 
Devereux. if with the favour and liking of Her 
Majesty the matter might be brought to pass ; and because I 
know your Lordship's good affection to their father gone, and 
also your favour to his children : 1 am bold to pray youf 
furtherance now in this matter, which may,. I think, by your 
good means be brought to such pass as I desire. 

Her Majesty was pleased the last year to give me leave, at 
times convenient, to put Her Highness in mind of these 
young ladies (i.e. pESELoee and Dorothy Deykreox]: exkd 
therefore 1 am by this occasion of my Lord's death the 
bolder to move your Lordship in this matter. 1 have also 
written to Master Secretary Walsingham herein. And so 
hoping of your Lordship's favour, I do commit you to the 
tuition of the Almighty. 

At Newcastle, the loth of March 1380 [i.e. 158X]. 

Your Lordship's most assured 

H. Huntingdon. 

To the Right Honourable 
my very good Lord, 
the Lord Treasurer. 

ft is clear that if Queen Elizabeth in 1 $ 9 o gave Lord HUMTIMODON 
leave to put her in mind of these two young ladies ; that they were not 
at that time, or when this letter was written, at Court : but probably, as 
their youth befitted, in the retirement of their home at Cbartley. 

But that Penelope at any rate came up to Court at once, is proved by 
her pieeence at the Anjou ftt€s in London. StoWs account of tbsae 
featiings is as follows 




AsrxoFffsi AND Stella. 477 

This year— against the coming of certain Ambassadors out 
of .Prance— by Her Majesty’s appointment, on the 26th day 
<vf March [X581] in the mommg, being Easter Day, a 
Banquetting House was begun at Westminster on the south- 
west side ^ Her Majesty’s palace at Whitehall; made in 
manner and form of a long square 332 feet in measure about : 
thirty principals made of great masts, being forty feet in 
length apiece, standing upright. Between eveiy one of the 
masts, ten feet asunder and more, the walls of this house 
were closed with canvas, and painted all outside of the same 
most artificially with a work called ’’rustic,” much like 
stone. 

The house had 292 lights of glass [windows]. The sides 
within the same house were made with ten heights of degrees 
for people to stand upon. The top of this house was 
wrought most cunningly upon canvas works of holly and ivy ; 
with pendants made of wicker rods, and garnished with bay, 
rue, and all manner of strange flowers garnished with’ spangles 
of gold : as also beautified with hanging toscans made of holly 
and ivy, with all manner of strange fruits, as pomegranates, 
oranges, pompions [pumpkins], cucumbers, grapes with such 
like, spangled with gold and most richly hanged. Betwixt 
these works of bays and ivy were gp^eat spaces of canvas, 
which were most cunningly painted : the clouds with stars, 
the sun and sunbeams, with divers coats [of arms] of sundry 
sorts belonging to the Queen’s Majesty, most richly garnished 
with gold. 

There were of all manner of persons working on this house, 
to the number of 375. Two men had mischances. The one 
broke his leg, and so did the other. This house was made 
in three weeks and three days, and was ended the i8th of 
April ; and cost £1^744 19s. od. &c. 

On the i 6 th day of April, arrived at Dover, these noblemen of 
France, Commissioners from the French King to Her Majesty, 
Francis Bourbon, Prince Dauphin of Auvergne ; Arthur 
C088AIB, Manual of France ; Lodowic Lusiqnian, Lord of 
Z«akoot; Traveroins Cabrcongin, Count of Tillix; 
Bbtrand Salinqurons; Lord Db la Mothb-Fbnelon ; 
Monsieur Manaissour; Barnaby Brissbn, President of 
the Periiament of Paris; Claudb Pinart; Monsieur 
Maicheicont; Monsieur Vbraib. 
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These came from Gravesend by water to London ; where 
they were honourably received and entertained : and shortly 
after, being accompanied of the nobility of England, they 
repaired to the Court : where Her Majesty received them ; 
and afterwards in that place most royally feasted and 
banqueted them. 

Also the nobles and gentlemen of the Court, desirous to 
show them all courtesy possible, prepared a Triumph in most 
sumptuous order upon Whitsun Monday and Tuesday [15th 
and i6th May, 15S1]. The chief Challengers of which 
attempts were the Earl of Arundel, Frederick Lord 
Windsor, Philip Sidney, Fulke Grevill and others; 
the defendants, to the num^r of 21, all which of them ran 
six courses against the former Challengers, who performed 
their parts valiantly. 

On the Tuesday they went to the tourney; where they did 
very nobly: and after that to the barriers; whereat they 
fought courageously, &c. ; as more at large I Rave set down 
in the continuance of Reginald Wolf’s Chronicle. 

Anttalst pp. 1166-7, Ed. 1600. 

Henry Goldwel, Gentlemen, wrote at the time A brief declaration 
0/ these shouts, devices^ speeches and im»entions London, 1581 ; in 
which, after describing the appearance and array of the Earl of ARUNDEL 
and Lord WINDSOR the hrst two of the challengers ; he goes on to say — 

Then proceeded Master Philip Sidney in very sumptuous 
manner, with armour part blue and the rest gilt and 
engraven : with four spare horses having comparisons and 
furniture veiy rich and costly, as some of cloth of gold 
embroidered with pearl, and some embroidered with gold 
and silver feathers, very richly and cunningly wrought* He 
had four pages that rode on his four spare horses ; who had 
cassock hats and Venetian hose all of cloth of silver laid 
with gold lace, and hats of the same with gold bands and 
white feathers : and each one a pair of white buskins. 

Then had he a thirty gentlemen and yeomen, and four 
tnim^ers, who were all in cassock coats and Venetian hose 
of yellow velvet, laid with silver lace ; yellow velvet ca(W 
with silver bands and white feathers ; and every one a pair 
of white buskins. And they had upon their coats, a soroB 
or band of silver, which came scarfwise over t^e dioulder 
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and 80 down under the arm, with this posy or sentence 
written upon it, both before and behind. Sic nos non nobis. 

Then came Master Fulk Grbvil* in ^It armour with rich 
and fair comparisons and furniture; having four spare horses 
with four pages riding upon them; and four trumpeters 
sounding before him : and a twenty gentlemen and yeomen 
attending upon him; who with the pages and trumpeters 
were all apparelled in loose jerkins of tawny taffety cut and 
lined with yellow sarsenet and laid with gold lace and cut 
down the arm and set with loops and buttons of gold; 
Venetian hose of the same lined as aforesaid, laid with gold 
lace down the side with loops and buttons of gold ; with each 
a pair of yellow worsted stockings ; and hats of tawny 
tanety with gold bands and yellow feathers. 

If any date in the senes of Sonnets can be fixed vrith certainty, this 
jousting on May 1581, is that referred to in the following one, and there- 
fore establishes the presence thereat of the Lady Penelope Devereux. 



IAving this day, my horse, my hand, my lance 
1 Guided so well ; that I obtained the prize : , 

I Both by the judgment of the English eyes ; 

And of some sent by that sweet enemy, France 1 
Horsemen, my skill in horsemanship advance ; 
Townsfolk, my strength ; a daintier judge applies 
His praise to sleight, which, from good use doth rise ; 
Some lucky wits impute it but to chance ; 

Others, because, of both sides, 1 do take 
My blood from them who did excel in this ; 

Think Nature me a man-at-arms did make. 

How far they shoot awiy I The true cause is, 
Stella lookt on, and from her heavenly face 
Sent forth the beams which made so fair my race. 
Doubtleis, this was one of the happiest days in the Writer’s life. 


* Folk Gesvil was to Philip Sidney what Jonathan was to David. 
Bb epitaph in St. Mary’s Church, Warwick, runs thus 
rULK GRBVIL, 

SERVANT TO QUEEN ELIZABETH, 

COUNCILLOR TO RING JAMES, 

FRIEND TO SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. 
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If tlie opinion be sound thet so (ar as any locality is predicated in these 
Sonnets it is that of London, its nver and its neighb^hood ; it would 
therefore appear that few, if any of them, were anterior to March 1581 : 
and as Sidney left England finally in November 1584; the hypothetical 
dates for their composition, in defiuiit of any positive evKtooe^ must 
be the years 1581-1584. 



IV. , 

|E have here to confess our manifold ignorance of many points 
at this penod of the story, upon which we should be glad to 
inform our readers 

The date when the misery began, has eluded our search ; 
that IS, the day when Lord Rich contracted his unlawful 
though legal mamagc with Lady Penelope Devlreux. Nowa-days 
we could not think it possible that a young English nobleman could 
— even if surrounding circumstances permitted it — have the audacity, 
the efirontery, the heartlessness to marry against her^wlll a beautifiil 
young English lady of high rank , who, from her very soul, detested 
him 

Yet this befen Sidney’s Stella. 

The revoltmg story of the misery, extending over many years, that this 
bad man brought upon the Lady he thus legally appropriated, was written 
by bun who was, m truth and reality, her second husband CHARLES 
Blount Earl of Devonshire, to James I , and must be told here ; if 
we would understand— though he only saw the beginning of it — Sidney’s 
agony, his conUnued love for Stella, and the scorn which he has thus 
aUy expressed for that man Rich. 


IcH fools there be, whose base and filthy heart 
Lies hatching still the goods wherein they flow : 
And damning their own selves to Tantal's smart. 
Wealth breeding want ; more blest, more wretched 
grow. 

Yet to those fools, heawen such wit doth impart. 

As what their hands do hold, their heads do know ; 

And knowing, love and loving lay apart. 

At sacred things, far firom all dangers show : 

But that rich fool, who by blind Fortune's lot, 

The richest gem of love and life enjctys ; 
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And can with foul abuse, such beauties blot : 

Let him deprived of sweet but unfelt joys. 

(Exiled for aye from those high treasures, which 

He knows not) grow in only foUy rich ! 

In the Lambeth Palace Library, there is an autographic letter from the 
Earl of Devonshire to King James shortly after the Gunpowder Plot ; 
and therefore in November 1605. Allowing it to be an ex parte state- 
ment ; it is nevertheless the story of married life, as the Earl 

of Devonshire had it from her own lips. 

Charles Blount, Earl of Devonshire. 

Narration to J^aates /. of the injuries ojfered 
to Stella by her first husband. 

Lady {Penelope Deverevx\ of great birth and virtue, 
being in the power of her friends ; was by them 
married against her will unto one [Robert, Lord 
Ricn]^ against whom she did protest at the very 
solemnity, and ever after ^between whom from the Rrst day 
there ensued continual discord : although the same fear that 
forced her to many, constrained her to live with him. 
Instead of a Comforter, he did strive in all things to torment 
her ; and by fear and fraud did practise to deceive her of her 
dowry. 

And though he forbare to offer her any open wrong, 
restrained with the awe of her brother’s [Robert, Earl of 
Essex] powerfulness : yet as he had not in long time before 
in the chiefest duty of a husband used her as his wife : so 
presently [immediately] after his death, [25th of February, 
160X] he did put her to a stipend ; and utterly abandoned 
her without pretence of any cause, but his own desire to live 
without her. 

And after he had not for the space of twelve years enjoyed 
her ; he did [in 1604 or 1605] persuasions and threatenings 
move her to consent unto a divorce : and to confess a fault 
with a nameless stranger; without the which, such a divorce 
as he desired could not, by the laws in practice, proceed. 

Whereupon to give a form to that separation which was 
tong befo^ in substance made ; she was content to subscribe 

y CAR, I. 31 
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to a confession of his and her own Counsel's making, touching 
a fault committed before your general pardon. Whereupon 
the sentence of divorce proceeded with as much rigour as 
ever was showed to the meanest in the like case. 

Now if before GOD, the want of consent doth make a 
nullity in marriage ; and the not-performing the duties doth 
break the conditions of marriage ; and that dissension by 
Paul's doctrine doth make the woman free to marry again ; 
and lastly, if a sentence of divorce be a judicial separation, 
not prohibited by the Law of GOD : this Lady remaineth 
divers ways free from her bond and free from her sin, if she 
repent, namely, impictas impii non nocebit ei, in quacunqtte die 
canversus fuerii ab impictate sua. 

And you, dear lord ! — that in the greatness of your place 
(but more in your wonderful gui [dance ?] ) resemble GOD — 
out of that clemency, wherein you imitate Him whose 
Mercy doth exceed all his works ; lay by the rigour of your 
judgment and as you are both ^e/is et prude^ dispensaior ; 
at the least dispense and forgive them, though it were much, 
[seeing] they have ever loved you much : and, if no other 
fortune [honours]^ give them leave in their old age to live 
together like poor Baucis and Philemon ; who will never 
entertain any other guests into their hearts, but GOD and you. 

For me, if the laws of moral honesty — ^which in things 
not prohibited by GOD, I have ever held inviolable— do 
only move me now to prefer my own conscience before the 
opinion of the world ; my own better fortunes [i.e. prospects of 
higher honours or greater possessions] ; or the dear respect to 
my posterity: do but vouchsafe to think! what a servant 
the same rules of honesty must force me to be to you ; whose 
merit to me is so infinitely beyond any other, and my love to 
you so much above the love to a woman, as Jonathan's was 
to David, " whom he loved as his own soul." Lambeth Palace 
MSS. Veil. 943.. 6. /o/, 47. 

This holograph is virtually the dedication to die King of a wy 
learned Defence of the subsequent marriage on the 26th December, 160$, 
at Wansted of the Earl of Devoksnixs with Stella ; afier she had 
bome several children to him ; had, as we have teen, received the Kfaigff 
general pardon ; and bad been pro mo t ed in her own right In the peer ag e 
<ao wdl known at Court were the wrongs which Lord Rick o ffe red W, 
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her ; and ao strong the reaction there in her favour). Copies of this 
Defince are of frequent occurrence ; but not of this Dedication. 

Laud, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, married them to his 
everlasting regret ; as the following notes in his Diary show. 

Anno 1603. 

I was made chaplain to the Earl of Devonshire, 
September 3. 1603. 

Anno 1605. 

My cross about the Earl of Devon’s marriage, December 
26, 1605, die Jovis, 

The History of the Troubles p. 2. Ed. 1695. fol. 

Laud’s remorse, and the general surprise occasioned by the marriage ; 
arose not from its not being the best thing to be done under the circum- 
stances : but because it was an upset of all the then received ideas of the 
marriage state. 

For« tithe of the neglect and affronts which Lord Rich offered to his 
beautiful young wife : or, as Sidney puts it, did “ with foul abuse, such 
beauties blot ; " the Divorce Court would now at once and for ever free an 
English lady, without the faintest shadow of dishonour to 'her. But 
civilisation and a keen sense of justice to women had not progressed so 
far three hundred years ago. It did however get a good way in this case. 
For the strict-ruled Court of Elizabeth condoned— on account of her 
compulsory and abhorrent marriage with Lord RICH, treating it as a 
monstrosity, a moral nullity ; whatever might be the law — what would have 
been otherwise regarded as flagrant adultery ; Stella’^ illegal intimacy, 
after Lord Rich’s desertion of her, with Lord Devonshire, then Lord 
Mountjoy. But the second marriage, after a divorce, in her first husband’s 
lifetime ; that could not be endured ! It was an affront to the Canon Law 1 
So the very step which many of us would have considered the right thing to 
do, shock^ the divines, startled the civilians, and perplexed the heralds. 

Strange vicissitudes came to this English beauty with her black eyes, 
fair complexion and golden hair ! What bitterness in all the miseries of 
her enforced first marriage ! What bliss in the affection which she 
inspired in, and received in succession from two of the most honourable 
wo^y and accomplished gentlemen of Elizabeth’s later Court 1 Both 
Phiup Sidney, and after him Charles Mountjoy (while in their 
writings they express their gladness to throw away everything this world 
hidds precious for her love), do join in testifying, that through all the 
great fluctuations, the anomalous circumstances of her strange life ; firom 
ita bright gif|hood to her accelerated death, she was ever ‘‘a Lady of 
gfieit virtue.” 
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V, 

LJt to return to Sidney. We have been looking far ahead 
at what did happen ; all springing out of Sidney’s not asking 
Stella to be his wife before Lord Huntingdon’s proposal 
of her as a fit match for the young Lord Rich. As we have 
seen, he blamed himself for it all ; and we think rightly. 

It would be a great light on the subject of the Sonnets, if we could 
discover the crucial date of Stella\ first marriage; and also the dates 
i.f the birth of her seven children to Lord Rich. It is stated in Shane 
MS. 4225, p. 47» that her son Romert Rich, second Earl of \>jKSC 9 i\aii, 
died on the 19th of April 1658, aged seventy years and eleven months. 
This would place his birth in May 1587 : but whether this ROBERT was 
her eldest child wc cannot say. H. Constable has two Sonnets, one on 
the birth of Lady Rich’s daughter in 1588, on a Friday ; and the other 
on the untimely death of the same. 

Sidney left England for the last time on the 21st of November 1584. 
We think the series of Sonnets had been closed long before then : that in 
fact they were not continued after his marriage with Frances WaLsinc- 
HAM about March 1583. From w*hich we expect that the date of 
Stella's first marriage, when recovered, will be found to have been 
about the beginning of 1 582. 




VI. 

I Here is no distinct chronological order in the Sonnets and 
Son^s. Many of them have no indication of time or place at 
all Probably this was of purpose. Sidney never intended 
them for publication. They were the expression of a personal 
homage offered in the most stiaightforward way possible ; 
by one whom Fulk Greville tells us did restore to his generation 
** the ancient majesty of noble and true dealing.” 

It is indisputable, however, from the Sonnets themselves, that many of 
them were addressed to Stella, when she was occupying the position 
though bereft of the happiness of a newly wedded wife. Sidney knew 
that to do so was both hopeless and wrong. How beautifully he puts this. 
|Ith what sharp checks I in myself am shent, 

When into Reason's audit I do go ; 

And by just counts, myself a bankrupt know 
Of all those goods which heaven to me hath lent. 

Unable quite, to pay even Nature’s rent, 

Which unto it birthright I do owe : 

And which is worse, no good excuse can show, 

But that my wealth I have most idly spent. 
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My youth doth waste, my knowledge brings forth toys ; 
My wit doth strive those passions to defend, 

Which for reward, spoil it with vain annoys. 

I see my course to lose myself doth bend. 



|N Cupid’s bow, how are my heart-strings bent ! 
That see my wrack, and yet embrace the same. 
When most I gloiy, then I feel most shame. 

1 willing run, yet while I run, repent. 

My best wits still their own disgrace invent. 


Sidney in his devouring affection for this his only love, would have 
lost himself altogether, as this impassioned appeal shows. 

H O MORE ! my Dear 1 no more these counsels try I 
O give my passions leave to run their race I 
Let Fortune lay on me her worst disgrace I 
Let folk o’ercharged with brain, against me cry ! 

Let clouds bedim my face, break in mine eye ! 

Let me no steps but of lost labour trace ! 

Let all the earth in scorn recount my case ; 

But do not will me from my love to fly I 
I do not envy Aristotle’s wit ; 

Nor do aspire to CiESAR's bleeding fame ; 

Nor ought do care, though some above me sit ; 

Nor hope, nor wish another course to frame : 

But that which once may win thy cruel heart. 

Thou art my Wit, and thou my Virtue art. 


See also the Eighth Song. 

But Stella, loving him to distraction, was as firm as a rock. She 
saved Sidney from himself ; at the same time declaring her affection for 
him. 


P 

Sweetly 


TB tired with woe, even ready for to pine 
With rage of love, I called my love ** unkind 1 ** 

She in whose eyes love, though unfelt, doth shine 

iweetly said, ** That 1, true love in her should find.’* 
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1 joyed ; but straight thus watered was my wine. 

** That love she did, but loved a love not blind ; 

Which would not let me, whom she loved, decline 
Prom nobler course, fit for my birth and mind : 

And therefore by her love’s authority, 

Willed me, these tempests of vain love to fly ; 

And anchor fast myself on Virtue’s shore.” 

To which may be added that impassioned avowal of her fondness for 
him, in verses which expressed so truly the real state of her heart that 
NE:^VMAN suppressed them in his Quartos of 1591, probably as touching 
too near her personal and family life. 

Then she spake, her speech was such, 

As not ears, but heart did touch ; 

While such wise she love denied. 

As yet love she signified. 

Astrophbl,” said she, “ my love 1 
Cease in these effects to prove. 

Now be still ! yet still believe me, 

Thy grief more than death would grieve me.** 

“ If that any thought in me, 

Can taste comfort but of thee ; 

Let me feed with hellish anguish, 

Joyless, hopeless, endless languish.** 

** II those eyes you praised, be 
Half so dear as you to me ; 

Let me home return, stark blinded 
Of those eyes ; and blinder minded ! '* 

If to secret of ray heart, 

I do any wish impart ; 

Where thou art not foremost placed : 

Be both wish and 1 ddaced 1 ** 
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** If more may be said, I say 
All my bliss on thee I lay. 

If thou love, my love content thee ! 

For all love, all faith is meant thee.’* 

“ Trust me, while I thee deny. 

In myself the smart I try. 

Tyrant Honour doth thus use thee. 

Stella's self might not refuse thee I " 

“ Therefore, Dear ! this no more move 
Lest, though I leave not thy love, 

Which too deep in me is framed ; 

I should blush when thou art named ! " 

It was the result of this noble hrmness that a kiss stolen while she 
was asleep, was the height of Sidney's indiscretion. He says, truly, at 
page 538 

So while thy beauty draws the heart to love. 

As fast thy virtue bends that love to good. 

Thus in the midst of all her hateful surroundings, she redeemed her 
own true love from all that was base or ignoble ; ever pointing him 
upward, and moving him to the highest self-conquest and Christian 
chivalry : and he has for ever glorified her in such verse, as no other 
English Lady has ever been celebrated with. So she comes down to us 
depicted by her poet-lover as the very apotheosis of all that is most 
delightful, most tender, most beautiful, and most honourable in woman. 


VII. 



iDNEY, very careful of his writings, was very shy or indifferent 
as to their publication. The following letter written in 
November 1586, though it does not mention these Sonnets ; 
yet shows us on what principle they with his other works 
were alterwards published. 
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Fulk Grevill. 

Letter to Sir pRAiecis Walsingham as to 
the printing of Sir Philip Sidney's 
Arcadia and other works. 

His day one [William] Ponsonby, a bookbinder in 
Paul's Churchyard, came to me and told me that 
there was one in hand to print Sir Philip Sidney's 
old Arcadia; asking me, it were done with your 
Honour's cons ent) or any other’s of his friends?" I told him, 
*‘To my knowledge. No." Then he advised me to give 
warning of it to the Archbishop [Whitqipt] or Doctor Cosbn; 
who have, as he says, a copy of it to peruse to that end. 

Sir, I am loth to renew his memory unto you, but yet in 
this I must presume; for I have sent my Lady, your 
daughter, at her request, a connection of that old one, done 
four or five years since [i.e.fif 1581 or 1582], which he left in 
trust with me : whereof there are no more copies [i.e. no other 
copy than this one ] ; and [it is] fitter to be printed than the 
first which is so common [i.e. tn manuscript]. Notwithstand- 
ing even that to be amended by a direction set down under 
his own hand, how and why: so as in many respects, 
especially the care of printing of it, it is to be done with 
more deliberation. 

Besides, he hath most excellently translated, among divers 
other notable works, Monsieur [db Mornay, Sieur] DB 
Plbssis's book against Atketsm, which is since done by 
another. So as both in respect of love between Plbssis and 
him, besides other affinities in their courses, but especially 
Sir Philip’s incomparable judgment: I think fit there be 
made stay of that mercenary b^k [i.e. that it be called ta], so 
that Sir Philip might have all those religious works which 
are worthily doe to his life and death. 

Many other works [of Sir Philip Sidney], as [Du] Bartas’s 
Spaniard; Forty of the Psalms translated into metre; &e,: 
which require the care of his friends not to amend, fbr I 
think it falls within the reach of no man living ; but only to 
see to the paper and other common errors of mercenaiy 
printing. 
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Gain there will be, no doubt, to be disposed [of] by you. 

^ Let it be to the poorest of his servants. I desire only care 
to be had of his honour; who, I fear, hath carried the 
honour of these latter ages with him. 

Sir, pardon me 1 I make this the business of my life ; 
and desire GOD to show that He is your GOD. 

From my Lodge, not well, this day in haste. 

Your Honour’s 

Foulk Grbvill. 

Sir, I had waited on you myself for [an] answer, because 1 
am jealous of time in it : but in truth I am nothing well. 
Good Sir, think of it 1 

S/a/t Papasy Dont. Ehz. VoL 195, Art. 43, in Public Record Office, London. 


VIII. 



Erb we must stop. Annotation must be as a rule forbiddei^ 
in this Senes, or we shall never get to the end of it We 
have briefly indicated a few points which may better enable 
us to appreciate these wonderful poems. How nobly 
Sidney describes them at page 538 ! 


Stella i the fulness of my thoughts of thee 
Cannot be stayed within my panting breast ; 

But they do swell and struggle forth of me 
Till that in words, thy figure be exprest. 

What subtle beauties are there in them ! What palpable ones also. 
Those **sighs stolen out, or killed before full bom,** p. 536 ; ** thou straight 
look’s! babies in her eyesi' i.e. the reflection of lovers in each other's 
eyes, p. 508. Is there in our Literature another such glorification of a 
kiss, as that on p. 542 ? What can be more charming than the coy way 
in which it ends? 

But lo ! lo ! where she is 
Cease we to praise. Now pray we for a kiss ? 


The following Sonnet, in honour of her " sweet swelling lip,** is quite a 
counterpart of this. Akin to these, is that representation at p. 534 of 
Cupid pUyihg in Stella^ lips:— 

With either lip, he doth the other kiss. 



490 litTSODOCTlOtf TO SyDNSY'S 

And tbat stanxa on page $77 — 

Think of that most grateful time I 
When my leaping heart will climb 
In my lips to have his biding ! 

There those roses for to kiss, 

Which do breathe a sugared bliss ; 

Opening rubies, pearls dividing. 

So that in this one part of his ways, Sidney is our Poet of kissing. 

With these, we may put that sportive appeal to ** Grammar rules ** at 
p. 534 ; that radiant description of Stella in a boat on the Thames at 
p. $54; and these lines at p. 538. 

Sonnets be not bound 'prentice to Annoy : 

Trebles sing high, as well as basses deep : 

Grief, but Love’s unnter livery is * the boy 

Hath cheeks to smile as well as eyes weep. 

There is in all this a happy joyousness, a delicate glee, a gladsome play- 
fulness that we should hardly have associated with a man of Sidney’s 
strength and breadth of character; and one, too, so addicted to the 
athletic sports of the time. 

But he could also write in other moods ; as to those apostrophes to the 
Moon at p. 518, to Sleep at p. $22, to the highway to Stella^ house at 
p. 545, and to Absence at p. $47 : with the description of Jealousy at p. 542. 

Consider also that wonderful Fifth Song at p. 564 ! There Sidney 
makes such cruel words as Thief I T)Tint ! Rebel ! Runaway ! Witch I 
and Devil t subsei^'ient by the slightest tincture of bathos, to the bead* 
fication of Stella. This Poem also oflfers in the sententious line which 
doses each of its stanias, some ready examples of their Author’s powers 
■a a Thoughtful as distinguished from an Amorous Poet Many similar 
lines are scattered up and down the Sonnets : and, in paiticulair, nearly 
the whole of the Sonnets XXIII. and LI. illustrate this characteristic. 
Of which, we also take the following ftnrther instance from p. 5ja 
Addressing the Muses, be says : — 

And oft whole troops of saddest words I stayed^ 
Striving abroad a foraging to go ; 

Until by your inspiring, 1 might know 

How their black banner might be best displayed. 
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diall we find another English poet who has given us such 
lioneyed verse wedded to so much lofty thought, and expressed in such a 
pjerfect and pure taste? Fit tribute to a beautiful and virtuous Lady! 
ftom one who is the Chevalier Bayard of our history. 

IX. 

Word or two on the Bibliography of the Poems and we have 
done. It appears from the following entries in the Registers 
at Stationers’ Hall, that Newman’s first edition was called 
in at once, if we may not regard it as surreptitious. 

Item paid the xvlij*** of September [1591] for carry einge 

of Newmans bookes to the hall iiijd. 

Item paid to John Wolf [the Beadle of the Stationers' 
Company] when he ryd with an answere to my Lord 
Treasurer beinge with her maiestie in progress for the 
taking of bookes intituled Sir P[hilip] S[idney] 
Astrophrll and Stella T7B. 

Transcripts 6 >*c. i. 555. Ed. 1876. 

Three Quartos, all printed in 1591, have come down to us. TWo printed 
for Thomas Newman, the other for Matthew Lownes, The question 
arises which of the two published by Newman was the surreptitious one. 

We think the one, the title page of which we have reproduced on 
page 493 ; and for the following reasons. 

1. lliereis a greater general divergence in the text from the authorized 
Arcadia version, than in N ewman’s other Quarto. 

2. It alone includes the Introductory matter between pages 495 and 
502 ; and all the poems between pages 580 and 600. 

3* It was evidently unauthorized, for Nash writes at page 498 : — 

Which although it be oftentimes imprisoned in ladies' 
caskets, and the precedent books of such as cannot see 
without another man’s spectacles ; yet, at length, it breaks 
forth in spite of his keepers, and useth some private pen, 
instead of a pick-lock, to procure his violent enlargement. 

This being the case, Newman’s other edition, the title page of which 
will be found at page 494, would be the second Quarto. The Son^s are 
printed after the Sonnets m both editions, as we have printed them here. 
The Fifth Song could never have been written of a married woman, and 
theiefoie confirms the other internal evidence that these Song^s (to be 
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sung) are an independent, though collateral homage of the fame aflhction. 
Both editions are alike wanting in the Poems and stanias dittingniahed on 
page* 5**1 573, 577. and 57& 

Of the third Quarto of this year, we have only seen an imperfect title 
page, Harl, MS. S,9^3, i$2; which is ** Printed for Matthew 

Lownes” but has the date cut oil There is a copy in the Bodleian, 
which we have not had an opportunity of consulting. We should from 
the title expea this to be a reissue or reimpression of the First Quarto. 
The proof that it is the latest in time of the three is that the First Quarto 
was seized in September ; and Matthew Lowkes did not take up his 
freedom of the Stationers’ Company, and therefore could not avowedly 
publish a book till the J ith of Octote iS 9 i* 

At first we thought that these Quartos might have the better text : but 
on comparing and weighing, we have come to the conclusion that the 
version found after Sidney’s Arcadia is in every way the truer and 
better one. The earliest revised edition of the Arcadia that we have 
met with is that of the Third Edition of 1 598 . 

Thus the reader has here both the additional matter of the suppressed 
Quarto ; and the more accurate text of the Arcadia impassion, of which 
fas we have seen) Sir FlTLK Grevil with SfDNEV'j omer friends were 
sponsors. 



Syr P. S. 

His Astrophel and Stella, 


Wherein the excellence of sweet 

Poesy is concluded. 

<•.*) 

Tb the end of •which are added, sundry 
other rare Sonnets of druers Noble 
men and Gentlemen. 

(*) 


At London, 

Printed for Thomas Newman. 

Anno- Domini. 1591. 


fTitte of tlM Quarto Edition with T. Nash'* f>re&ce^ written in what he calls 
hb ** vritlaa* youth : *' which b iKobably the surreptitious impression.] 
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To the worshipful and his very 

good friend^ Master Francis Flower Esquire: 
imrease of all content* 

T was my fortune, Right Worshipful, not many 
days since, to light upon the famous device of 
Astrophel and Stella, which carrying the 
general commendation of all men of judgment, and 
being reported to be one of the rarest things that ever any 
Englishmen set abroach, I have thought good to publish it 
under your name ; both for I know the excellency of your 
Worship’s conceit, above all other to be such as is only fit to 
discern of all matters of wit; as also for the credit and 
countenance your patronage may give to such a work. 

Accept of it, 1 beseech you, as the firstfruits of my 
affection, which desires to approve itself in all duty unto you : 
and though the argument, perhaps, may seem too light for 
your grave view; yet considering the worthiness of the 
author, 1 hope you will entertain it accordingly. 
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For my part, I have been vexy careful in the printing of it : 
and whereas being spread abroad in written copies, it bad 
gathered much corruption by ill writers ; 1 have used their 
help and advice in correcting and restoring it to his first 
dignity, that I know were of skill and experience in those 
matters. 

And the rather was I moved to set it forth, because I 
thought it pity anything proceeding from so rare a man 
should be obscured; or that his fame should not still be 
nourished in his works: whom the works with one united 
grief, bewailed. 

Thus craving pardon for my bold attempt, and desiring the 
continuance of your Worship’s favour unto me : 1 end. 

Your's always to be commlinded, 

Thomas Newman. 




Somewhat to read, for them 
that list. 


EM PUS adest plausus aurea pompa ventt. So ends 
the scene of idiots ; and enter Astrophel in pomp. 
Gentlemen that have seen a thousand lines of folly 
drawn forth ex uno puncto impudentia, and two* 
famous mountains to go to the conception of one mouse; 
that have had your ears deafened with the echo of Fame’s 
brazen towers, when only they have been touched with a 
leaden pen ; that have seen Fan sitting in his bower of 
delights, and a number of MiDAses to admire his miserable 
hornpipes: let not your surfeited sight — newly come from 
such puppet-play — think scorn to turn aside into this Theatre 
of Pleasure : for here you shall find a paper stage strewed 
with pearl, an artificial heaven to overshadow the fair frame, 
and crystal walls to encounter your curious eyes ; whiles the 
tragi-comedy of love is performed by starlight. 

The chief actor here is Melpomene, whose dusky robes,, 
dipped in the ink of tears [which] as yet seem to drop, when 
I view them near; the argument, cruel Chastity; the 
prologue, Hope; the epilogue. Despair. Videte quaso et 
Unguis animisqm /avete^ 
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And here, peradventure, my witless youth may be taxed 
with a margent note of presumption, for offering to put up 
any motion of applause in the behalf of so excellent a poet 
(the least syllable of whose name sounded in the ears of 
judgment, is able to give the meanest line he writes, a 
dowry of immortality) yet those that observe how jewels 
oftentimes come to their hands that know not their value ; 
and that the coxcombs of our days, like iEsop's cock, had 
rather have a barley kernel wrapt up in a ballet, than they 
will dig for the wealth of wit in any ground that they know 
not ; 1 hope will also hold me excused, though I open the 
gate to his glory, and invite idle ears to the admiration of his 
melancholy. 

Quid pctituf sacris nisi ianlum fama poeiis. 

Which although it be oftentimes imprisoned in ladies 
caskets, and the precedent books of such as cannot see 
without another man’s spectacles ; yet, at length, it breaks 
forth in spite of his keepers, and useth some private pen, 
instead of a pick-lock, to procure his violent enlargement. 

The sun, for a time, may mask his golden head in a cloud; 
yet in the end, the thick veil doth vanish and his embellished 
blandishment appears. Long hath Astrophel — England’s 
sun — withheld the beams of his spirit from the common view 
of our dark sense ; and night hath hovered over the gardens 
of the Nine Sisters : while ignis fatuus, and gross fatty flames 
(such as commonly arise out of dunghills) have taken occasion, 
in the midst eclipse of his shining perfections, to vrander 
abroad with a wisp of paper at their tails, like hobgoblins ; 
and lead men up and down, in a circle of absurdity a whole 
week, and they never know vdiere they are. But now ^lat 
cloud of sorrow is dissolved, which fieiy Love exhaled frofO 
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his dewy hair ; and Affection hath unburdened the labouring 
streams of her womb in the low cistern of his grave: tht 
Night hath resigned her jetty throne unto Lucifer, and 
clear daylight possesseth the sky that was dimmed. 
Wherefore, break off your dance, you fairies and elves ! 
and from the fields, with the tom carcases of your timbrels ! 
for your kingdom is expired. Put out your rushlights, you 
poets and rhymers 1 and bequeath your crazed quatorzains to 
the chandlers ! for lo, here he cometh that hath broken your 
legs. 

Apollo hath resigned his ivory harp unto Astrophbl; and 
he, like Mercury, must lull you asleep with his music. Sleep 
Argus! sleep ignorance! sleep impudence! for Mercury 
hath lo: and only lo Paan belotigeth to Astrophel. 

Dear Astrophel! that in the ashes of thy love, livest again, 
like the Phoenix. O might thy body, as thy name; live again 
likewise here amongst us ! but the earth — the mother of 
mortality — hath snatched thee too soon into her chilled cold 
arms ; and will not let thee, by any means, be drawn from 
her deadly embrace : and thy divine soul, carried on angels' 
wings to heaven, is installed in Hermes’ place, prolocutor 
to the gods. Therefore mayest thou never return from the 
Elysian fields, like Orpheus. Therefore must we ever mourn 
for our Orpheus. 

Fain would a second spring of passion here spend itself on 
his sweet remembrance — but Religion, that rebuketh profane 
lamentation, drinks in the rivers of those despairful tears, 
which languorous ruth hath outwelled; and bids me look 
back to the House of Honour : where from one and the self* 
same root of renown, 1 shall find many goodly branches 
derived ; and such as, with the spreading increase of their 
virtues, may somewhat overshadow the grief of his loss. 

32* 
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Amongst the which ; fair sister of Phcbbus ! and eloquent 
secretary of the Muses I most rare Countess of Pembroke 1 
thou art not to be omitted : whom arts do adore as a second 
Minerva, and our poets extol as the patroness of their 
invention. For in thee, the Lesbian Sappho with her 
lyric harp is disgraced ; and the laurel garland, which thy 
brother so bravely advanced on his lance, is still kept green 
in the temple of Pallas. Thou only sacrificest thy soul 
to contemplation ! Thou only entertainest emptyhanded 
Homer ! and keepest the springs of Castalia from being dried 
up 1 Learning, wisdom, beauty and all other ornaments of 
nobility whatsoever, seek to approve themselves in thy sight ; 
and get a further seal of felicity from the smiles of thy favour. 

0 Jove digna viro ni Jove nata fores, 

I fear I shall* be counted a mercenaiy flatterer, for mixing 
my thoughts with such figurative admiration: but general 
report that surpasseth my praise, condemneth my rhetoric 
of dulness for so cold a commendation. Indeed, to say the 
truth, my style is somewhat heavy-gaited, and cannot dance 
trip and go so lively ; with “ O my love!*' “ Ah my love!*’ 
“All my love’s gone!” — as other shepherds that have been 
fools in the morris, time out of mind : nor hath my prose any 
skill to imitate the almond leap verse,” and sit tabering, 
five years together, nothing but “ to be,” ” to he,” on a 
paper drum. Only I can keep pace with Gravesend barge ; 
and care not, if 1 have water enough to land my ship of 
fools with the Term (the tide, 1 should say). Now every 
man is not of that mind. For some, to go the lighter away, 
will take in their freight of spangled feathers, golden pebbles, 
straw, reeds, bulrushes, or anything ; and then they bear out 
their sails as proudly, as if they were ballast^ With bull besL 
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Others are so hardly bestead for a loading, that th^ are 
fain to retail the cinders of Troy, and the shivers of broken 
trunchions, to fill up their boat ; that else should go empty : 
and if they have but a pound’s weight of good merchandise, it 
shall be placed at the poop, or plucked into a thousand pieces 
to credit their carriage. 

For my part every man as he likes. Mens cujusqnc is est 
quisque, Tis as good to go in cut-fingered pumps as cork 
shoes: if one wear Cornish diamonds on his toes. To 
explain it by a more familiar example. An ass is no great 
statesman in the beasts’ commonwealth, though he wear his 
ears, upsevani muffe, after the Muscovy fashion, and hang the 
lip likd| a cap-case half open ; or look as demurely as a 
sixpenny brown loaf ; for he hath some imperfections that 
do keep him from the common Council : yet, of many, he is 
deemed a very virtuous member, and one of the honestest 
sort of men that are. So that our opinion-^as Sbxtius 
Empbdocus affirmeth — ogives the name of good or ill to eveiy 
thing. Out of whose works — laiely translated into English, 
for the benefit of unlearned writers — a man might collect a 
whole book of this argument : which, no doubt, would prove 
a worthy commonwealth matter ; and far better than wit’s 
wax kernel. Much good worship have the author I 

Such is this golden age wherein we live, and so replenished 
with golden asses of all sorts : that if learning had lost itself 
in a grove of genealogies ; we need do no more but set an old 
goose over half a dozen pottle pots (which are, as it were, the 
eggs of invention) and we shall have such a breed of books, 
within a while after, as will fill all the world with the wild 
fowl of good wits. 

1 can tell you this is a harder thing than making gold of 
quicksilver; and will trouble you more than the moral of 
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,£sop’s glowworm hath troubled our English apes: who, 
striving to warm themselves with the flame of the 
philosopher's stone, have spent all their wealth, in buying 
bellows to blow this false Are. 

Gentlemen ! I fear 1 have too much presumed on youi 
idle leisure; and been too bold, to stand talking all this 
while in another man's door : but now I will leave you to 
survey the pleasures of Paphos, and offer your smiles on the 
altars of Venus. 


Yours, in ail desire to please, 

Thomas Nashb. 
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IL 

H )t at the first sights nor with a dribbed shot, : 
Love gave the wound, which while I breathe, will 
But known worth did in mine of time proceed. 

Till, by degrees, it had full conquest got. 

I saw and liked, I liked but lov^d not ; 

1 loved, but straight did not what Love decieed t 
At length to Love's decrees, I forced, agreed ; 

Yet with repining at so partial lot. 

Now even that footstep of lost liberty 
Is gone ; and now, like slave-born Muscovite, 

I call it praise to suffer tyranny : 

And now employ the remnant of my wit 
To make me self believe that all is well ; 

While with a feeling skill, I paint my hell. 


dainty wits cry on the Sisters nine. 

That bravely maskt, their fancies may be told ; 
ftSM Or Pindar's apes flaunt they in phrases fine. 
Enamelling with pied flowers their thoughts of gold ; 

Or else let them in statelier glory shine. 

Ennobling new-found trope^ with problems old ; 

Or with strange similes enrich each line. 

Of herbs or beasts which Inde or Afric hold : 

For me, in sooth, no Muse but one I know. 

Phrases and problems from my reach do grow, 

And strange things cost too dear for my poor sprites. 

How then ? Even thus. In Stella’s face I read 
What love and beauty be. Then all my deed 
But copying is, what in her Nature writes. 
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IV. 

|Irtub ! ALAS, now let me take some rest. 
Thou sett'st a bate between my will and wit 1 
If vain love have my simple soul opprest ; 
Leave what thou lik’st not ! deal not thou with it 
Thy sceptre use in some old Cato*s breast : 
Churches or schools are for thy seat more fit. 

I do confess, pardon a fault confest I 
My mouth too tender is for thy hard bit. 

But if that needs thou wilt usurping be 
The little reason that is left in me ; 

And still th'effect of thy persuasions prove : 

1 swear my heart, such one shall show to thee, 

That shrines in flesh so true a deity ; 

That Virtue ! thou thyself shalt be in love I 


V. 

T IS MOST true — that eyes are formed to serve 
The inward light ; and that the heavenly part 
Ought to be King; from whose rules, who doth swerve, 
to Nature) strive for their own smart : 

It is most true — what we call Cupid's dart, 

An image is ; which for ourselves we carve, 

And, fools 1 adore, in temple of our heart ; 

Till that good GOD make church and churchman starve : 

True — ^that true beauty. Virtue is indeed ; 

Whereof this beauty can be but a shade. 

Which elements with mortal mixture breed : 

True — that on earth, we are but pilgrims made; 

And should in soul, up to our country move : 

True — and yet true, that I must Stella love. 



(Rebels 
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VI. 

H Omb lovers speak, when they their Muses entertain. 
Of hopes begot by fear, of wot not what desires. 

Of force of heavenly beams infusing hellish pain, 

Of living deaths, dear wounds, fair storms, and freezing 
fires. 

Some one his song, in Jove and Jove’s strange tales attires ; 
Bordered with bulls and swans, powdered with golden rain: 
Another humbler wit to shepherd’s pipe retires. 

Yet hiding royal blood full oft in rural vein. 

To some a sweetest plaint, a sweetest style affords; [words : 
While tears pour out his ink, and sighs breathe out his 
His paper, pale despair ; and pain, his pen doth move. 

I can speak what I feel, and feel as much as they ; 

But think that all the map of my state I display, 

When trembling voice brings forth, that 1 do Stella love. 


VII. 

Hbn Nature made her chief work — Stella’s eyes; 
In colour black, why wrapt she beams so bright ? 
Would she in beamy black, like painter wise, 
Frame daintiest lustre, mixed of shades and light ? 

Or did she else that sober hue devise. 

In object best to knit and strength our sight ? 

Lest if no veil these brave gleams did disguise. 

They son-like should more dazzle than delight. 

Or would she her miraculous power show ? 

That whereas black seems beauty’s contraiy ; 

She, even in black, doth make all beauties flow 1 
But so and thus, she minding Love should be 
Placed ever there, gave him this mourning weed ; 

To honour all their deaths, which tor her bleed. 
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•VE BORN in Greece, of late fled from his native place; 
Forced by a tedious proof, that Turkish hardened 
heart 

Is no fit mark to pierce with his fine pointed dart : 

And pleased with our soft peace, stayed here his flying race. 

But finding these North climes do coldly him embrace ; 
Not used to frozen clips, he strave to find some part 
Where, with most ease and warmth, he might employ his art. 
At length he perched himself in Stella’s joyful face ; 

Whose fair skin, beamy eyes, like morning sun on snow : 
Deceived the quaking boy ; who thought from so pure light. 
Effects of lively heat must needs in nature grow. [flight 
But she most fair, most cold, made him thence take his 
To my close heart ; where, while some firebrands he did lay. 
He burnt un’wares his wings, and cannot fly away. 


IX. 

Ueen Virtue’s Court— which some call Stella’s 
Prepared by Nature’s choicest furniture; [face — 

Hath his front built of alabaster pure. 

Gold is the covering of that stately place. 

The door, by which sometimes comes forth her Grace, 

Red porphyiy is, which lock of pearl makes sure : 

Whose porches rich (which name of cheeks endure) 

Marble mixt red and white do interlace. 

The windows now — ^through which this heavenly guest 
Looks o’er the world, and can find nothing such 
Which dare claim from those lights the name of best — 

Of touch they are, that without touch do touch ; 

Which Cupid’s self, from Beauty’s mind did draw : 

Of touch they are, and poor I am their straw. 
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X. 

IEason I IN faith, thou art well served I that still 

I Wouldst brabbUng be with Sbnsb and Lovb in me. 

I I rather wisht thee climb the Muses* hill, 

Or reach the fruit of Nature’s choicest tree. 

Or seek heaven’s course, or heaven's inside to see. 

Why shouldst thou toil, our thorny soil to till ? 

Leave Sense 1 and those which Sense's objects be. 

Deal thou with powers ! of thoughts, leave Lovb to will ! 

But thou wouldst needs fight both with Love and Sensb 
With sword of wit, giving wounds of dispraise ; 

Till downright blows did foil thy cunning fence. 

For soon as they strake thee with Stella's rays; 

Reason ! thou kneel'dst ; and offeredst straight to prove 
By reason good, good reason her to love. 


XI. 

N TRUTH, O Love ! with what a boyish kind 
Thou dost proceed in thy most serious ways ; 
That when the heaven to thee his best displays, 
Yet of that best, thou leav'st the best behind : 

For like a child, that some fair book doth find, 

With gilded leaves or coloured vellum plays ; 

Or, at the most, on some fair picture stays : 

But never heeds the fruit of writer's mind. 

So when thou saw'st in Nature's cabinet, 

Stella : thou straight look'st babies in her eyes; 

In her cheek's pit, thou didst thy pitfold set ; 

And in her breast, bo-peep or couching lies: 

Playing and shining in each outward part. 

But, fool 1 seek'st not to get into her heani 
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XII. 

Upid I BECAUSE thou shin’st in Stella’s eyes ; 
That from her locks, thy dances none ’scapes free ; 
That those lips swelled, so full of thee they be, 
That her sweet breath makes oft thy flames to rise ; 

That in her breast, thy pap well sugared lies ; 

That her grace, gracious makes thy wrongs ; that she 
What words so e’er she speak, persuades for thee : 

That her clear voice lifts thy fame to the skies : 

Thou countest Stella thine, like those whose powers 
Having got up a breach by fighting well, 

Cry, ** Victory I this fair day all is ours I ” 

O no ! Her heart is such a citadel, 

So fortified with wit, stored with disdain ; 

That to win it, is all the skill and pain. 



XIII. 

Hcebus was judge between Jove, M\rs and Love; 
Of those three gods, whose arms the fairest were. 
Jove’s golden shield did eagle sables bear. 

Whose talons held young Ganymede above. 

But in vert field. Mars bare a golden spear. 

Which through a bleeding heart his point did shove. 

Each had his crest. Mars carried Venus’ glove ; 

Jove on his helm, the thunderbolt did rear. 

Cupid then smiles. For on his crest there lies 
Stella’s fair hair. Her face, he makes his shield ; 

Where roses gules are borne in silver field. 

Phcbbus drew wide the curtains of the skies 
To bkae these last : and sware devoutly then. 

The first, thus matched, were scantly gentlemen. 




H Las ! HAVE I not pain enough ? my friend t 
Upon whose breast, a fiercer gripe doth tire, 
Than did on him who first stole down the fire; 
While Love on me, doth all his quiver spend : 

But with your rhubarb words ye must contend 
To grieve me worse in saying, “ That Desire 
Doth plunge my well-formed soul even in the mire 
Of sinful thoughts, which do in ruin end." 

If that be sin, which doth the manners frame 
Well stayed with truth in word, and faith of deed ; 
Ready of wit, and fearing nought but shame : 

If that be sin, which in fixt hearts doth breed 
A loathing of all loose unchastity : ^ 

Then love is sin, and let me sinful be 1 


XV. 

H Ou THAT do seaKh for every purling spring 
Which from the ribs of old Parnassus flows ; 

And eveiy flower, not £weet perhaps, which grows 
Near thereabouts, into your poesy wring : 

You that do dictionary’s method bring 
Into your rhymes running in rattling rows; 

You that poor Petrarch's long deceased woes, 

With newborn sighs and denizened wit do sing: 

You take wrong ways I Those far-fet helps be such 
As do bewray a want of inward touch ; 

And sure at length, stolen goods do come to light. 

But if (both for your love and skill) your name 
You seek to nurse at fullest breasts of Fame : 

Stbixa behold I and then begin to endite* 
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XVI. 

N NATURE apt to like, when 1 did see 
Beauties which were of many carats fine ; 

My boiling sprites did thither soon incline, 

And, Love ! I thought that I was full of thee. 

But finding not those restless flames in me. 

Which others said did make their souls to pine : 

I thought those babes, of some pin's hurt did whine ; 

By my soul judging what love's pains might be. 

But while I thus with this lion played, 

Mine eyes (shall 1 say curst or blest ?) beheld 
Stella. Now she is named, need more be said ? 

In her sight, I a lesson new have spelled. 

I now have learned love right ; and learned even so, 

As who by being poisoned doth poison know. 



XVII. 



I Is MOTHER dear, Cupid offended late; 

Because that Mars grown slacker in her love, 
With pricking shot he did not throughly move, 
To keep the pace of their first loving state. 

The boy refused for fear of Mars’ hate ; 

Who threatened stripes, if he his wrath did prove: 

But she, in chafe, him from her lap did shove ; 

Brake bow, brake shafts : while weeping Cupid sate. 

Till that his grandame Nature pitying it. 

Of Stella’s brows, made him two better bows ; 

And in her eyes, of arrows infinite. 

O hot^w for joy, he leaps ! O how he crows ! 

And straight therewith— like wags new got to play — 
Falls to shrewd turns ; and I was in his way. 
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XVIII. 

I Ith what sharp checks I in myself am shent, 
When into Reason's audit I do go ; 

And by just counts, myself a bankrupt know 
Of all those goods which heaven to me hath lent. 

Unable quite, to pay even Nature’s rent, 

Which unto it by birthright I do owe : 

And which is worse, no good excuse can show. 

But that my wealth I have most idly spent. 

My youth doth waste, my knowledge brings forth toys ; 
My wit doth strive those passions to defend, 

Which for reward, spoil it with vain annoys. 

I see my course to lose myself doth bend ; 

1 see, and yet no greater sorrow take, 

Than that I lose no more for Stella’s sake. 


XIX. 

m N Cupid’s bow, how are my heart-strings bent I 
That see my wrack, and yet embrace the same. 
When most I glory, then 1 feel most shame. 

1 willing run ; yet while 1 run, repent. 

My best wits still their own disgrace invent. 

My very ink turns straight to Stella’s name ; 

And yet my words-— as them, my pen doth frame — 
Advise themselves that they are vainly spent. 

For though she pass all things, yet what is all 
That unto me ; who fares like him that both 
Looks to the skies and in a ditch doth fall ? 

O let me prop my mind, yet in his growth. 

And not in nature for best fruits unfit ! 

** Scholar 1 ” saith Love, bend hitherward your wit I* 
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I Ly ! FLY ! my friends ; I have my death wound, fly ! 
See there that boy ! that murdering boy, I say 1 
Who, like a thief, hid in dark bush doth he. 

Till bloody bullet get him wrongful prey ! 

So, tyrant 1 he no fitter place could spy. 

Nor 80 fair level in so secret stay. 

As that sweet black which veils the heavenly eye : 

There himself with his shot, he close doth lay. 

Poor passenger 1 pass now thereby I did. 

And stayed, pleased with the prospect of the place ; 

While that black hue from me the bad guest hid : 

But straight I saw motions of lightning grace, 

And then descried the glistering of his dart ; 

But ere 1 could fly hence, it pierced my heart. 

XXI. % 

H our words, my friend ! (right healthful caustics ! > 
blame 

My young mind marred, whom love doth windlass so ; 
That mine own writings (like bad servants) show 
My wits quick in vain thoughts ; in virtue, lame. 

** That Plato I read for nought, but if he tame 
Such coltish years; that to my birth I owe 
Nobler desires : lest else that friendly foe 
Great Expectation, wear a train of shame.” 

** For since mad March great promise made of me ; 

If now the May of my years much decline. 

What can be hoped my harvest time will be ? ” 

Sure you say well ! Your wisdom’s golden mine. 

Dig deep with learning’s spade 1 Now tell me this. 

Hath this world ought so fair as Stella is ? 

33 
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XXII. 

H N highest way of heaven, the sun did ride, 

Progressing then from fair Twins* golden place; 
Having no scarf of clouds before his face. 

Hut shining forth of heat in his chief pride : 

When some fair ladies, by hard promise tied, 

On horseback met him in his furious race; 

Yet each prepared with fan*s well-shading grace. 
From that foe's wounds, their tender skins to hide. 

Stella alone, with face unarmed, marched ; 
Either to do like him which open shone, 

Or careless of the wealth because her own : 

Yet were the hid and meaner beauties parched ; 
Her daintiest bare, went free. The cause was this. 
The sun which others burnt, did her but Iciss. 


XXIII. 

H Hb curious wits, seeing dull pensiveness 
Bewray itself in my long settled eyes : 

Whence those same fumes of melancholy rise. 
With idle pains and missing aim, do guess. 

Some that know how my Spring I did address. 
Deem that my Muse some fruit of knowledge plies : 
Others, because the Prince my service tries, 

Think that I think State errors to redress. 

But harder judges judge ambition's rage — 
Scourge of itself, still climbing slippery place— 
Holds my young brain captived in golden cage. 

O fools ! or overwise 1 alas, the race 
Of all my thenghts hath neither stop nor start, 

But only Stella's eyes and Stbua's heart. 
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XXIV. 

IcH FOOLS there be» whose base and filthy heart 
Lies hatching still the goods herein they flow : 

And damning their own selves to Tantal's smart, 

Wealth breeding want ; more blest, more wretched grow. 

Yet to those fools, heaven such wit doth impart. 

As what their hands do hold, their heads do know ; 

And knowing, love and loving lay apart, 

As sacred things, far from all danger's show : 

But that rich fool, who by blind Fortune’s lot. 

The richest gem of love and life enjoys ; 

And can with foul abuse, such beauties blot : 

Let him deprived of sweet but unfelt joys, 

(Exiled for aye from those high treasures, which 
He knows not) grow in only folly rich 1 


XXV. 

He wisest scholar of the wight most wise, 

By Phcebus' doom, with sugared sentence says : 
“ That virtue, if it once met with our eyes. 
Strange flames of love it in our souls would raise : 

But for that roan, with pain this truth descries, 
Whiles he each thing in sense's balance weighs : 

And so nor will, nor can behold those skies. 

Which inward sun to heroic minds displays.” 

Virtue, of late, with virtuous care to stir 
Love of herself, takes Stella’s shape ; that she 
To mortal eyes might sweetly shine in her. 

It is most true. For since I her did see, 

Virtue's great beauty in that face I prove, 

And find th’effect : for I do bum in love. 

33* 
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XXVI. 

B Hough dusty wits dare scorn astrology ; 

And fools can think those lamps of purest light- 
Whose number, ways, greatness, eternity. 
Promising wonders ; wonder do invite — 

To have, for no cause, birthright in the sky ; 

But for to spangle the black weeds of Night : 

Or for some brawl, which in that chamber high. 
They should still dance to please a gazer's sight. 

For me, I do Nature unidle know ; 

And know great causes, great effects procure ; 

And know those bodies high reign on the low : 

And if these rules did fail, proof makes me sure. 
Who oft fore- judge my after- following race. 

By only those two stars in Stella's face? 


XXVII. 



Ecause I OFT in dark abstracted guise, 

Seem most alone in greatest company ; 

With dearth of words, or answers quite awry, 
To them that would make speech of speech arise. 

They deem, and of their doom the rumour flies, 
That poison foul of bubbling pride doth lie 
So in my swelling breast ; that only I 
Pawn on me self, and others do despise. 

Yet pride, 1 think, doth not my soul possess, 
Which looks too oft in his unflattering glass : 

But one worse fault, ambition, I confess. 

That makes me oft my best friends overpass 
Unseen, unheard ; while thought to highest place 
Bends his powers, even to Stella's grace. 
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H Ou THAT with allegory’s curious frame, 

Of others' children, changelings use to make : 

With me, those pains for GOD’s sake do not take. 

I list not dig so deep for brazen fame. 

When I say Stella ! I do mean the same 
Princess of Beauty ; for whose only sake 
The reins of love I love, though never slack : 

And joy therein, though nations count it shame. 

I beg no subject to use eloquence. 

Nor in hid ways do guide philosophy : 

Look at my hands for no such quintessence I 
But know ! that I, in pure simplicity, 

Breathe out the flames which bum within my heart, 

Love only reading unto me this art. 


XXIX. 

H ike some weak lords — neighboured by mighty kings — 
To keep themselves and their chief cities free ; 

Do easily yield that all their coasts may be 
Ready to store their camp of needful things : 

So Stella's heart, fining what power Love brings. 

To keep itself in life and liberty ; 

Doth willing grant that in the frontiers he 
Use all to help his other conquerings : 

And thus her heart escapes, but thus her eyes 
Serve him with shot ; her lips, his heralds are ; 

Her breasts, his tents ; legs, his triumphal car ; 

Her fle^, his food ; her skin, his armour brave. 

And I, but for because my prospect lies 
Upon that coast, am given up for slave. 
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XXX. 

H ETHER the Turkish new moon minded be 
To All his horns this year on Christian coast? 

How Poles' right King means, without leave of host» 
To warm with ill-made hre, cold Muscovy ? 

If French can yet three parts in one agree ? 

What now the Dutch in their full diets boast ? 

How Holland's hearts — ^now so good towns be lost — 
Trust in the shade of pleasing Orange tree ? 

How Ulster likes of that same golden bit, 

Wherewith my father once made it half tame ? 

If in the Scotch Court be no welt’ring yet ? 

These questions, busy wits to me do frame : 

I — cumbered with good manners — answer^ do ; 

But know not how, for still I think on you. 



XXXI. 

Ith how sad steps, O Moon! thou climb'st the skies I 
How silently 1 and with how wan a face 1 
What ! may it be that even in heavenly place 
That busy archer his sharp arrows tries ? 

Sure, if that long with love-acquainted eyes 
Can judge of love, thou fceKst a lover's case. 

I read it in thy looks. Thy languisht grace 
To me that feel the like, thy state descries. 

Then even of fellowship, O Moon I tell me 
Is constant love deemed there, but want of wit ? 

Are beauties there, as proud as here they be ? 

Do they above love to be loved ; and yet * 

Those lovers scorn whom that love doth possess ? 

Do they call virtue there, ungratefulness ? 
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XXXII. 

m Orpheus I the lively son of deadly Sleep, 

Witness of life to them that living die. 

A prophet oft, and oft an history, 

A poet eke ; as humours fly and creep : 

Since thou in me so sure a power dost keep, 

That never I with close up sense do lie. 

But by thy work, my Stella I descry ; 

Teaching blind eyes both how to smile and weep. 

Vouchsafe of all acquaintance this to tell ! 

Whence hast thou ivory, rubies, pearl and gold, 

To show her skin, lips, teeth and head so well ? 

Fool ! '* answers he, ** no Indes such treasures hold ; 
But from thy heart, while my sire charmeth thee, 

Sweet Stella's image I do steal to me.” 


XXXIII. 

m Might— unhappy word, O me I — I might, 

And then would not, or could not see my bliss : 
Till now, wrapt in a most infernal night, 

I find, how heavenly day, wretch ! I did miss. 

Heart rent thyself! thou dost thyself but right. 
No lovely Paris made thy Helen his ; 

No force, no fraud robbed thee of thy delight ; 

No Fortune, of thy fortune author is ; 

But to myself, myself did give the blow ; 

While too much wit (forsooth I) so troubled me. 
That I^ respects for both our sakes must show: 

And yet could not by rising mom foresee 
How fair a day was near. O punisht eyes 1 
That I had been more foolish or more wise ! 
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XXXIV. 

B omb, lbt me write. “And to what end ? “ To ease 
A burthened heart. “ How can words ease, which are 
The glasses of thy daily vexing care ? “ 

Oft, cruel fights well pictured forth do please. 

“Art not ashamed to publish thy disease ? “ 

Nay that may breed my fame. It is so rare. 

“ But will not wise men think thy words fond ware ? “ 
Then be they close, and so none shall displease. 

“ What idler thing, than speak and not be heard ? *' 
What harder thing, than smart and not to speak ? 

“ Peace ! foolish wit ! *' With wit, my wit is marred. 

Thus write I, while I doubt to write ; and wreak 
My harms on ink’s poor loss. Perhaps some find 
Stella's great powers, that so confuse my mind. 


XXXV. 

Hat may words say, or what may words not say ; 
Where truth itself must speak like flattery ? 
Within what bounds, can one his liking stay ; 
Where Nature doth with infinite agree ? 

What Nestor’s counsel can my flames allay, 
Since Reason’s self doth blow the coal in me ? 

And ah ! what hope that hope should once see day. 
Where Cupid is sworn page to Chastity ? 

Honour is honoured, that thou dost possess 
Him as thy slave ; and now long needy Fame 
Doth even grow rich, naming my Stella’s name. 

Wit learns in thee perfection to express ; 

Not thou by praise, but Praise in thee is raised. 

It is a praise to praise, where thou art praised. 
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XXXVI. 

Tblla! whence doth this new assault arise? 

A conquered, yielded, ransacked heart to win ! 
Whereto, long since, through my long battered eyes, 
Whole armies of thy beauties entered in. 

And there, long since, Love thy Lieutenant lies : 

My forces razed, thy banners raised within. 

Of conquest, do not these effects suffice ? 

But wilt now war upon thine own begin 
With so sweet voice, and by sweet Nature so 
In sweetest strength ; so sweetly skilled withal 
In all sweet stratagems sweet Art can show : 

That not my soul, which at thy foot did fall. 

Long since forced by thy beams ; but stone nor tree 
By Sense's privilege, can 'scape from thee. 



XXXVII. 

[This 18 the Sonnet omitted in Newman's editions of 1591, probably from its being 
of too personal a character, as it distmctly identifies Stella with Lady Rich.] 

Y MOUTH doth water, and my breast doth swell, 

My tongue doth itch, my thoughts in labour be : 
Listen then Lordings with good ear to me ! 
of my life I must a riddle tell. 

Towards Aurora's Court, a nymph doth dwell 
Rich in all beauties which man’s eye can see : 

Beauties so far from reach of words, that we 
Abuse her praise saying she doth excel. 

Rich in the treasure of deserved renown. 

Rich in the riches of a royal heart. 

Rich in those gifts, which give th’etemal crown : 

Who, though most rich in these and every part. 

Which make the patents of true worldly bliss ; 

Hath no misfortune, but that Rich she is. 
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XXXVIII. 

D His night, while sleep begins with heavy wings 
To hatch mine eyes, and that unbitted thought 
Doth fall to stray; and my chief powers are brought 
To leave the sceptre of all subject things : 

The first that straight my fancy's error brings 
Unto my mind, is Stella's image; wrought 
By Love’s own self, but with so curious draught, 

That she, methinks, not only shines but sings : 

I start ! look ! hark ! hut what in closed up sense 
Was held, in open sense it flies away ; 

Leaving me nought but wailing eloquence. 

I, seeing better sights in sight’s decay ; 

Called it anew, and wooed sleep again : 

But him her host, that unkind guest had slain. 


XXXIX. 

B Ome Sleep I O Sleep ! the certain knot of peace t 
The baiting place of wit ! the balm of woe ! 

The poor man’s wealth ! the prisoner’s release ! 
Th'indifferent judge between the high and low ! 

With shield of proof, shield me firom out the press 
Of those fierce darts. Despair at me doth throw ! 

O make in me those civil wars to cease ! 

I will good tribute pay if thou do so. 

Take thou of me, smooth pillows, sweetest bed, 

A chamber deaf to noise and blind to light, 

A rosy garland, and a weary head : 

And if these things as being thine by right. 

Move not thy heavy Grace ; thou shalt in me 
Livelier than elsewhere, Stella’s image see. 
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XL. 

B S GOOD to write, as for to lie and groan. 

O Stella dear ! how much thy power hath wrought ! 
Thou hast my mind, none of the basest, brought 
My still-kept course, while others sleep, to moan. 

Alas, if from the height of Virtue’s throne. 

Thou canst vouchsafe the influence of a thought 
Upon a wretch, that long thy grace hath sought ; 

Weigh then, how I, by thee, am overthrown ! 

And then, think thus, “Although thy beauty be 
Made manifest by such a victoiy ; 

Yet noblest conquerors do wracks avoid.” 

Since then thou hast so far subdued me 
That in my heart I offer still to thee. 

O do not let thy temple be destroyed ! 


XLI. 

m AviNG THIS day, my horse, my hand, my lance 
Guided so well ; that I obtained the prize : 
Both by the judgment of the English eyes ; 
And of some sent by that sweet enemy, France ! 

Horsemen, my skill in horsemanship advance ; 
Townsfolk, my strength ; a daintier judge applies 
His praise to sleight, which from good use doth rise ; 
Some lucky wits impute it but to chance ; 

Others, because, of both sides, 1 do take 
My blood from them who did excel in this ; 

Think Nature me a man-at-arms did make. 

How far they shot awry 1 The true cause is, 
Stella lookt on, and from her heavenly face 
Sent forth the beams which made so fair my race. 
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XLI I 

Eyes ! which do the spheres of beauty move ; 
Whose beams be joys ; whose joys, all virtues be ; 
Who while they mi^e Love conquer, conquer Love. 
The schools where Venus hath learned chastity. 

O eyes ! where humble looks most glorious prove ; 

Only, loved tyrants ! just in cruelty. 

Do not ! O do not from poor me remove ! 

Keep still my zenith ! Ever shine on me ! 

For though I never see them, but straight ways 
My life foxgets to nounsh languisht sprites ; 

Yet still on me, O eyes ! dart down your rays ! 

And if from majesty of sacred lights 
Oppressing mortal sense, my death proceed ;; 

Wracks, triumphs be ; which love (high set) doth breed. 


XLIII. 

H Air eyes ! sweet lips ! dear heart ! that foolish 1 
Could hope, by Cupid’s help, on you to prey : 
Since to himself, he doth your gifts apply; 

As his main force, choice sport, and easeful stay. 

For when he will see who dare him gainsay ; 

Then with those eyes, he looks. Lo ! by and by. 

Each soul doth at Love’s feet, his weapons lay ; 

Glad if for her he give them leave to die. 

When he will play ; then in her lips, he is ; 

Where blushing red, that Love’s self them doth love ; 
With either lip, he doth the other kiss. 

But when he will for quiet’s sake, remove 
From all the world ; her heart is then his room : 
Where, well he knows, no man to him can come. 
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m Y WORDS, I know, do well set forth my mind ; 

My mind bemoans his sense of inward smart : 

Such smart may pity claim of any heart ; 

Her heart, sweet heart ! is of no tigress kind : 

And yet she hears, and yet no pity I find ; 

But more I cry, less grace she doth impart. 

Alas, what cause is there, so overthwart, 

That Nobleness itself makes thus unkind ? 

I much do guess, yet find no truth save this ; 

That when the breath of my complaints do touch 
Those dainty doors unto the Court of Bliss, 

The heavenly nature of that place is such, 

That once come there, the sobs of my annoys 
Are metamorphosed straight to tunes of joys. 


XL V. 

Tella oft sees the very face of woe 
Painted in my beclouded stormy face ; 

But cannot skill to pity my disgrace, 

Not, though thereof the cause herself she know : 

Yet hearing late a fable which did show 
Of lovers never known, a piteous case ; 

Pity thereof gat in her breast such place 

That from that sea derived, tears’ spring did flow. 

Alas, if Fancy drawn by imaged things, 
though false, yet with free scope more grace doth breed 
Than servant’s wrack, where new doubts honour bnngs ; 

Then think, my Dear ! that you in me do read 
Of lovers’ ruin, some sad tragedy. 

I am not I, pity the tale of me ! 
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XLVl. 

M Curst thee oft, I pity now thy case, 

Hlind-hitting boy ! since she, that thee and me 
Rules with a beck, so tyrannizeth thee. 

That thou must want or food or dwelling place. 

For she protests to ** banish thee her face.’* 

Her face ! O Love, a rogue thou then shouldst be! 

** If Love learn not alone to love and see. 

Without desire to feed of further grace.” 

Alas, poor wag! that now a scholar art 
To such a schoolmistress, whose lessons new 
Thou needs must miss; and so, thou needs must smart I 
Yet Dear I let me his pardon get of you, 

So long (though he from book myche to desire) 

Till without fuel, you can make hot lire. 


XLVII. 

Hat I HAVE 1 thus betrayed my liberty ? 

Can those black beams, such burning marks engrave 
In my free side ? or am 1 bom a slave. 

Whose neck becomes such yoke of tyranny ? 

Or want 1 sense to feel my misery ? 

Or sprite, disdain of such disdain to have ? 

Who for long faith, though daily help I crave. 

May get no alms, but scorn of beggar>'. 

Virtue, awake ! Beauty, but beauty is. 

I may, 1 must, 1 can, I will, I do 

Leave following that which it is gain to miss. 

Let her do f Soft ! but here she comes. Qo to I 
** Unkind ! I love you not.” O me I that eye 
Doth make my heart give to my tongue the lie. 
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XLVIII. 

Oul's joy ! bend not those morning stars from me I 
Where Virtue is made strong by Beauty’s might, 
Where Love is Chasteness, Pain doth learn Delight, 
And Humbleness grows one with Majesty : 

Whatever may ensue, O let me be 
Co-partner of the riches of that sight ! 

Let not mine eyes be hell-driven from that light I 
O look ! O shine ! O let me die and see 1 
For though I oft myself of them bemoan, 

That through my heart their beamy darts be gone ; 

Whose cureless wounds, even now, most freshly bleed ; 

Yet since my death wound is already got ; 

Dear Killer ! spare not thy sweet cruel shot 1 
A kind of grace it is, to slay with speed. 


XLIX. 

On my horse ; and Love on me, doth try 
Our horsemanships : while by strange work I prove 
A horseman to my horse, a horse to Love ; 
tow man’s wrongs in me poor beast! descry. 

The reins wherewith my rider doth me tie 
Are Humbled Thoughts, which bit of Reverence move; 
Curbed in with Fear, but with gilt boss above 
Of Hope, which makes it seem fair to the eye. 

The wand is Will, thou Fancy saddle art, 

Girt fast by Memory ; and while I spur 
My horse, he spurs with Sharp Desire my heart. 

He sits me fast, however I do stir ; 

And now hath made me to his hand so right. 

That in the menage myself takes delight. 
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L. 

Tblla ! THE fulness of my thoughts of thee 
Cannot be stayed within my panting breast ; 

B ut they do swell and struggle forth of me 
that in words, thy figure be exprest. 

And yet as soon as they so formed be, 

According to my lord Love’s own behest : 

With sad eyes, I their weak proportion see. 

To portrait that which in this world is best. 

So that I cannot choose but write my mind ; 

And cannot choose but put out what I write ; 

While these poor babes their death in birth do find. 

And now my pen, these lines had dashed quite. 
But that they stopt his fury from the same ; 
Because their forefront bare sweet Stella’s name. 



Till 


LI. 

I Ardon mine ears ! both I and they do pray, 

So may your tongue still fluently proceed 
To them, that do such entertainment need: 

So may you still have somewhat new to say. 

On silly me do not the burden lay 
Of all the grave conceits, your brain doth breed : 

But find some Hercules to bear (instead 
Of Atlas tired) your wisdom’s heavenly sway. 

For me, while you discourse of courtly tides : 

Of cunning fishers in most troubled streams ; 

Of straying ways, when valiant error guides : 

Meanwhile, my heart confers with Stella’s beams, 
And is even irkt that so sweet comedy 
By such unsttited speech, should hindered be. 
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LII. 

Strife is grown between Virtue and Love ; 

While each pretends that Stella must be his. 
“Her eyes, her lips, her all,” saith Love “ do this,” 
Since they do wear his badge, “ most firmly prove.” 

But Virtue thus that title doth disprove. 

“ That Stella,” O dear name ! “ that Stella is 
That virtuous soul, sure heir of heavenly bliss : 

Not this fair outside which our hearts doth move. 

And therefore though her beauty and her gprace 
Be Love's indeed : in Stella's self he may 
By no pretence claim any manner place.” 

Well, Love ! since this demurrer our suit doth stay. 
Let Virtue have that Stella's self; yet thus 
That Virtue but that body grant to us. 



LIII. 

H N martial sports I had my cunning tried ; 

And yet to break more staves did me address : 
While with the people’s shouts, I must confess, 
Youth, luck and praise even filled my veins with pride. 

When Cupid having me, his slave, descried 
In Mars* livery, prancing in the press. 

“ What now. Sir Fool ! ” said he (I would no less) 

“ Look here, I say ! *’ I looked, and Stella spied ; 

Who, hard by, made a window send forth light : 

My heart then quaked, then dazzled were mine eyes. 
One hand forgot to rule, th'other to fight. 

Nor trumpets' sound I heard; nor friendly cries ; 

My foe came on, and beat the air for me : 

Till that her blush taught me my shame to see. 

CAR . I- 34 
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LI V. 

Bcausb 1 breathe not love to every one. 

Nor do not use set colours for to wear, 

Nor nourish sp^ial locks of vow^d hair, 
give each speech a full point of a groan. 

The courtly nymphs, acquainted with the moan 
Of them who in their lips, Lovb*s standard bear : 

“ What he ! ” say they of me, “ now I dare swear 
He cannot love. No, no, let him alone ! ” 

And think so still ! so Stella know my mind. 
Profess indeed I do not Cupid's art: 

But you, fair maids ! at length, this true shall find, 
That his right badge is but worn in the heart. 
Dumb swans not chattering pies, do lovj^rs prove. 
They love indeed who quake to say they love. 



Nor 


LV. 




t lUsBS 1 I OFT invoked your holy aid, 

I With choicest flowers my speech t'engarland so, 
I That it, despised in true but naked show, 
ight win some grace in your sweet grace arrayed. 
And oft whole troops of saddest words I stayed, 
Striving abroad a foraging to go ; 

Until by your inspiring, 1 might know 

How their black banner might be best displayed. 

And now I mean no more your help to try, 

Nor other sugaring of my speech to prove ; 

But on her name incessantly to ciy. 

For let me but name her whom 1 do love, 


So sweet sounds straight mine ear and heart do hit, 
That I well find no eloquence like it. 
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LVI. 

B is t SCHOOL of Patience, fie ! your lesson is 
Far far too long to learn it without book. 

What 1 a whole week without one piece of look ! 
And think I should not your large precepts miss? 

When I might read those letters fair of bliss 
Which in her face teach virtue : I could brook 
Somewhat thy leaden counsels ; which 1 took 
As of a friend that meant not much amiss. 

But now that I, alas, do want her sight ; 

What ! dost thou think that I can ever take 
In thy cold stuff a phlegmatic delight ? 

No, Patience ! If thou wilt my good ; then make 
Her come, and hear with patience my desire : 

And then, with patience bid me bear my fire I 


LVII. 

Oe, having made with many fights his own. 

Each sense of mine, each gift, each power of mind : 
Grown now his slaves ; he forced them out to find 
The thoroughest words, fit for Woe’s self to groan. 

Hoping that when they might find Stella alone, 
Before she could prepare to be unkind; 

Her soul, armed but with such a dainty rind. 

Should soon be pierced with sharpness of the moan. 

She heard my plaints, and did not only hear, 

But them (so sweet is she) most sweetly sing ; 

With that fair breast making Woe’s darkness clear. 

A pretty case 1 I hoped her to bring 
To feel my griefs : and she with face and voice. 

So sweets my pains ; that my pains me rejoice. 

34 * 
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LVIII. 

E Oubt THERE hath been— when, with his golden chain, 
The Orator so far men’s hearts doth bind ; 

That no pace else their guided steps can find, 

But as he them more short or slack doth rein — 

Whether with words, this sovereignty he gain ; 
Clothed with fine tropes, with strongest reasons lined : 
Or else pronouncing grace, wherewith his mind 
Prints his own lively form in rudest brain ? 

Now judge by this. In piercing phrases, late, 

The anatomy of all my woes I wrote. 

Stella's sweet breath the same to me did read. 

O voice ! O face ! maugre my speeches* might 
Which wooed woe : most ravishing delight, 

Even those sad words, even in sad me, 3 id breed. 


LIX. 

M Ear ! WHY make you more of a dog, than me ? 

If he do love ; I bum, I burn in love ! 

If he wait well ; I never thence would move 1 
If he be fair ; yet but a dog can be. 

Little he is, so little worth is he. 

He barks ; my songs, thine own voice oft doth prove. 
Bidden perhaps, he fetcheth thee a glove ; 

But I unbid, fetch even my soul to thee ! 

Yet while I languish ; him, that bosom clips, 

That lap doth lap, nay, lets in spite of spite, 

This 80 ur*breathed mate taste of those sugared lips. 

Alas, if you grant only such delight 
To witless things ; then Love 1 hope (since wit 
Becomes a clog) will soon ease me of it. 
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LX. 

Hen my ^ood angel guides me to the place 
Where all my good I do in Stella see; 

That heaven of joys throws only down on me 
Thundered disdains and lightnings of disgrace. 

But when the rugged’st step of Fortune’s race 
Makes me fall from her sight ; then sweetly she 
With words — wherein the Muses’ treasures be — 
Shows love and pity to my absent case. 

Now I — ^wit-beaten long by hardest Fate — 

So dull am, that I cannot look into 

The ground of this fierce love and lovely hate. 

Then some good body tell me how I do ! 

Whose presence, absence ; absence, presence is : 
Blessed in my curse, and cursed in my bliss. 



LXI. 

m FT WITH true sighs, oft with uncalled tears, 

Now with slow words, now with dumb eloquence; 
1 Stella’s eyes assailed, invade her ears : 

But this, at last, is her sweet breathed defence. 

** That who indeed infelt affection bears. 

So captives to his saint both soul and sense ; 

That wholly hers, all selfness he forbears : 

Thence his desires he learns, his life’s course thence.'* 
Now since her chaste mind hates this love in me: 
With chastened mind, 1 needs must show that she 
Shall quickly me from what she hates, remove. 

O Doctor Cupid ! thou for me, reply ! 

Driven else to grant by angel’s sophistry. 

That I love not, without I leave to love. 
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LXII. 

B ^te tired with woe, even ready for to pine 

With rage of love, I called my love ** unkind ! ’* 
She in whose eyes love, though unfelt, doth shine 
Sweetly said, *‘That I, true love in her should find.” 

I joyed ; but straight thus watered was my wine. 

“ That love she did, but loved a love not blind ; 

Which would not let me, whom she loved, decline 
From nobler course, fit for my birth and mind ; 

And therefore by her love’s authority. 

Willed me, these tempests of vain love to fly ; 

And anchor fast myself on Virtue’s shore.” 

Alas, if this the only metal be i, 

Of love new coined to help my beggary : 

Dear ! love me not, that ye may love me more 1 


LXIII. 

m Grammar rules ! O now your virtues show I 
So children still read you with awful eyes ; 

As my young Dove may in your precepts wise 
Her grant to me, by her own virtue know. 

For late, with heart most high, with eyes most low ; 

I craved the thing which ever she denies : 

She lightning love, displaying Venus’ skies. 

Lest once should not be heard; said twice Nol” **No!** 
Sing then my Muse ! now lo P<san sing 1 
Heavens ! envy not at my high triumphing ; 

But Grammar’s force with sweet success confirm I 
For Grammar says (O this dear Stella’s Nay 1” ) 
For Grammar says (to Grammar, who 8 a 3 rs **Nay ” ?) 

** That in one speech, two negatives affirm.” 
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LXIV. 

H ) MORE ! my Dear 1 no more these counsels try ! 

O give my passions leave to run their race 1 
Lret Fortune lay on me her worst disgrace ! 

Let folk o’ercharged with brain, against me ciy I 
Let clouds bedim my face, break in mine eye ! 

Let me no steps but of lost labour trace ! 

Let all the earth in scorn recount my case ; 

But do not will me from my love to fly ! 

I do not envy Aristotle’s wit ; 

Nor do aspire to Cesar's bleeding fame ; 

Nor ought do care, though some above me sit ; 

Nor hope, nor vdsh another course to frame: 

But that which once may win thy cruel heart. 

Thou art my Wit, and thou my Virtue art. 


LXV. 

B Ove I BY sure proof I may call thee unkind ; 

That giv’st no better ear to my just cries ! 

Thou, whom to me, such my good turns should bind* 
As 1 may well recount, but none can prize. 

For when, naked boy 1 thou couldst no harbour find 
In this old world, grown now so too too wise ; 

I lodged thee in my heart : and being blind 
By nature bom, I gave to thee mine eyes. 

Mine eyes ! my light ! my heart ! my life I Alas ! 

If 80 great services may scorned be : 

Yet let this thought, thy tigerish courage pass. 

That I, perhaps, am somewhat kin to thee ; 

Since in thine arms, if learned Fame truth hath spread, 
Thott barest the arrow ; I, the arrow head. 
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LXVI. 

H Nd DO I see some cause a hope to feed ? 

Or doth the tedious burden of long woe 
In weakened minds, quick apprehending breed 
Of every image, which may comfort show ? 

I cannot brag of word, much less of deed ; 
Fortune’s wheel’s still with me in one sort slow ; 

My wealth no more, and no whit less my need : 
Desire still on the stilts of fear doth go. 

And yet amid all fears, a hope there is 
Stolen to my heart, since last fair night (nay, day I) 
Stella’s eyes sent to me the beams of bliss ; 

LfOoking on me, while I lookt other way : 

But when mine eyes back to their heavemdid move ; 
They fled with blush, which guilty seemed of love. 


LXVII. 

m OpB ! ART thou true, or dost thou flatter me ? 
Doth Stella now begin with piteous eye. 

The ruins of her conquest to espy ? 

Will she take time, before all wracked be ? 

Her eye’s speech is translated thus by thee : 

But fail’st thou not in phrase so heavenly high ? 
Look on again ! the fair text better try ! 

What blushing notes dost thou in margin see ? 

What sighs stolen out, or killed before full bom ? 
Hast thou found such, and such like arguments ? 
Or art thou else to comfort me foresworn ? 

Well 1 how so thou interpret their contents : 
t am resolved thy error to maintain ; 

Rather than by more truth to get more pain. 
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LXVIII . 

Tblla ! THB only planet of my light ! 

Light of my life ! and life of my desire ! 

Chief good ! whereto my hope doth only aspire : 
World of my wealth ! and heaven of my delight ! 

Why dost thou spend the treasures of thy sprite, 
With voice more fit to wed Amphion's lyre ; 

Seeking to quench in me the noble fire, 

Fed by thy worth, and blinded by thy sight? 

And all in vain, for while thy breath so sweet, 

With choicest words ; thy words, with reasons rare ; 
Thy reasons firmly set on Virtue’s feet ; 

Labour to kill in me this killing care : 

O think I then, what paradise of joy 
It IS, so fair a virtue to enjoy ? 



LXIX. 

Joy! too high for my low style to show. 

O bliss ! fit for a nobler seat than me. 

Envy ! put out thine eyes I lest thou do see 
What oceans of delight in me do flow. 

My friend 1 that oft saw, through all masks, my woe. 
Come ! come 1 and let me pour myself on thee ! 

Gone is the winter of my misery! 

My spring appears I O see what here doth grow ! 

For Stblla hath with words (where faith doth shine), 
Of her high heart given me the monarchy : 

11 110 1 may say that she is mine. 

And though she give but thus conditionally 
This realm of bliss, while virtuous course I take 
Mo kings be crowned, but they some covenant make. 
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LXX. 

H Y Muse may well grudge at my heavenly joy, 

If still I force her in sad rhymes to creep ; 

She oft hath drunk my tears, now hopes t'enjoy 
Nectar of mirth, since I, Jove's cup do keep. 

Sonnets be not bound 'prentice to Annoy: 

Trebles sing high, as well as basses deep : 

Grief, but Love's winter livery is : the boy 
Hath cheeks to smile as well as eyes to weep. 

Come then, my Muse ! show thou height of delight 
In well-raised notes : my pen, the best it may 
Shall paint out joy, though but in black and white. 

“Cease! eager Muse!" “Peace! pen! For my sake, stay!'* 
I give you here my hand for truth of this 
“ Wise silence is best music unto bliss.'* 


LXXI. 

H Ho will in fairest book of Nature know 

How virtue may best lodged in beauty be ; 
Let him but learn of love to read in thee I 
Stella 1 those fair lines which true goodness show. 

There, shall he find all vices' overthrow ; 

Not by rude force, but sweetest sovereignty 
Of Reason : from whose light those night birds fly. 
That inward sun in thine eyes shineth so. 

And not content to be perfection's heir. 

Thyself dost strive all minds that way to move; 
Who mark in thee, what is in thee most fair : 

So while thy beauty draws the heart to love, 

As fast thy virtue bends that love to good. 

But ah ! Dbsirb still cries, “ Give me some food 1 ^ 
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LXXII. 

m EsiRB I though thou my old companion art, 

And oft so clings to my pure love, that I 
One from the other scarcely can descry ; 

While each doth blow the fire of my heart: 

Now from thy fellowship, I needs must part. 
Venus is taught with Dxan*s wings to fly. 

I must no more in thy sweet passions lie. 

Virtue’s gold now, must head my Cupid’s dart. 

Service and Honour, Wonder with Delight, 

Fear to offend. Will worthy to appear. 

Care shining in mine eyes, Faith in my sprite: 

These things are left me by my only Dear. 

But thou, Desire ! because thou wouldst have all ; 
Now banisht art : but yet, alas, how shall ? 



[The Second Song, see page 560, comes in here in the 1 598 edition.] 
LXXIII. 

OvB STILL a boy, and oft a wanton is ; 

Schooled only by his mother’s tender eye. 

W hat wonder then, if he his lesson miss ; 

When for so soft a rod, dear play he try ? 

And yet my Star, because a sugared kiss 
In sport I suckt, while she asleep did lie : 

Doth lower ; nay, chide ; nay, threat for only this! 

'* Sweet I It was saucy Love, not humble I.” 

But no ’scuse serves; she makes her wrath appear 
In Beauty’s throne. See now! who dares come near 
'Those scarlet judges, threat’ning bloody pain ? 

O heavenly fool ! Thy most kiss-worthy face, 

Anger invests with such a lovely grace ; 

That Anobr*s self! I needs must kiss again I 
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LXXI V. 

H Never drank of Aganippe's well ; 

Nor never did in shade of Tempe sit : 

And M uses scorn with vulgar brains to dwell. 
Poor layman, 1 ! for sacred rites unfit. 

Some do, I hear, of poets* fuiy tell ; 

But (GOD wot) wot not what they mean by it : 

And this 1 swear by blackest brook of hell ; 

I am no pick- purse of another's wit. 

How falls it then, that with so smooth an ease 
My thoughts I speak ? and what I speak doth flow 
In verse ? and that my verse best wits doth please ? 

Guess we the cause. What is it thus ? Fie, no ( 
Or so ? Much less ! How then ? Sure thus it is. 
My lips are sweet, inspired with Stella s kiss. 


LXXV. 

m F ALL the Kings that ever here did reign ; 

Edward named Fourth; as first in praise 1 name. 
Not for his fair outside, nor well-lined brain ; 
Although less gifts imp feathers oft on Fame. 

Nor that he could young-wise wise-valiant, frame 
His sire's revenge, joined with a kingdom's gain: 

And gained by Mars ; could yet mad Mars so tame. 
That balance weighed what sword did late obtain. 

Nor that he made the ft^wr de luce so 'fraid. 

Though strongly hedged, bloody lion's paws ; 

That Vitty Louis to him a tribute paid. 

Nor this, nor that, nor any such small cause; 

But only tor this worthy Knight durst prove 
To lose his crown, rather than fail his love. 



541 


A S TROPffE L AND StelLA. 
LXXVI. 

IHb comes! and straight therewith her shining 
I twins do move 

ukJ Their rays to me ; who, in her tedious absence, lay 
Benighted in cold woe : but now appears my day. 

The only light of joy, the only warmth of love. [prove 

She comes with light and warmth! which like Aurora 
Of gentle force, so that mine eyes dare gladly play 
With such a rosy mom ; whose beams, most freshly gay, 
Scorch not : but only do dark chilling sprites remove. 

But lo ! while I do speak, it groweth noon with me ; 

Her flamy glistering lights increase with time and place : 

My heart cries, “Ah ! It bums !** Mine eyes now dazzled be. 

No wind, no shade can cool. What help then in my case ? 
But with short breath, long looks, stayed feet, and walking 
head ; 

Pray that my Sun go down with meeker beams to bed. 


LXXVII. 

H Hosb looks ! whose beams be joy, whose motion is 
delight ; [is ; 

That face ! whose lecture shows what perfect beauty 
That presence ! which doth give dark hearts a living light ; 
That grace ! which Venus weeps that she herself doth miss; 
That hand ! which without touch, holds more than Atlas' 
might ; 

Those lips! which make death’s pay, a mean price for a kiss ; 
That skin ! whose past-praisehue scorns this poor term of white ; 
Those words ! which do sublime the quintessence of bliss ; 

That voice 1 which makes the soul plant himself in the ears ; 
That conversation sweet ! where such high comforts be, 

As construed in true speech, the name of heaven it bears : 


Make me in my best thoughts and quiet’st judgment see 
That in no more but these, I might be fully blest ; 

Utit ah 1 My maiden Muse doth blush to tell the rest. 
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LXXVIII. 

How THE pleasant airs of true love be 
Infected by those vapours, which arise 
From out that noisome gulf, which gaping lies 
Between the jaws of hellish Jealousy. 

A monster! others* harm ! seifs misery! 

Beauty’s plague I Virtue's scourge ! succour of lies I 
Who his own joy to his own hurt applies ; 

And only cherish doth with injury ! 

Who since he hath — by Nature's special grace — 
So piercing paws, as spoil when they embrace ; 

So nimble feet, as stir still though on thorns ; 

So many eyes, aye seeking their own w^e ; 

So ample ears, that never good news know ; 

Is it not evil that such a devil wants horns ? 



LXXIX. 

H Weet kiss ! thy sweets 1 fain would sweetly endite 
Which even of sweetness, sweetest sweet’ner art ! 
Pleasing*st consort * where each sense holds a part 
Which coupling doves guide Venus* chariot right. 

Best charge and bravest retreat in Cupid's fight 1 
A double key ! which opens to the heart. 

Most rich, when most his riches it impart 1 
Nest of young joys ! schoolmaster of delight I 
Teaching the mean at once to take and give. 

The friendly fray ! where blows both wound and heal» 
The pretty death ! while each in other live. 

Poor hope’s first wealth ! hostage of promised weal I 
Breakfast of love ! But lo I lo 1 where she is. 

Cease we to praise. Now pray we for a kiss? 
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LXXX. 

Weet swelling lip ! well maycst thou swell in pr'de ; 
Since best wits think it wit, thee to admire : 
Nature’s praise ! Virtue's stall ! Cupid’s cold fire! 
Whence words, not words but heavenly graces slide. 

The new Parnassus ! where the Muses bide. 

Sweet’ner of music 1 wisdom’s beautifier ! 

Breather of life ! and fast’ner of Desire ! 

Where Beauty’s blush in Honour’s grain is dyed. 

Thus much my heart compelled my mouth to say, 

But now spite of my heart, my mouth will stay ; 

Loathing all lies, doubting this flattery is : 

And no spur can his resty race renew ; 

Without how far this praise is short of you. 

Sweet lip 1 you teach my mouth with one sweet kiss ! 



LXXXI. 

m Kiss ! WHICH dost those ruddy gems impart, 

Or gems or fruits of new-found Paradise ; 
Breathing all bliss and sweet’ning to the heart ; 
Teaching dumb lips a nobler exercise. 

O kiss I which souls, even souls together ties 
By links of love, and only Nature’s art : 

How fain would I paint thee to all men’s eyes 
Or of thy gifts at least shade out some part ? 

But she forbids. With blushing words, she says 
She builds her fame on higher-seated praise : ” 

But my heart bums, I cannot silent be. 

Then since, dear life 1 you fain would have me peace; 
And I, mad with delight, want wit to cease : 

Stop you my mouth with still still kissing me 1 
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LXXXII. 

Ymph of the garden ! where all beauties be ; 
Beauties which do in excellency surpass 
His, who till death lookt in a wat*ry glass; 

Or hers, whom naked the Trojan boy did see. 

Sweet garden nymph ! which keeps the cherry tree. 
Whose fruit doth far th* Hesperian taste surpass: 

Most sweet fair I most fair sweet ! do not, alas, 

From coming near those cherries, banish me I 
For though full of desire, empty of wit. 

Admitted late by your best graced grace ; 

I caught at one of them a hungry bite : 

Pardon that fault ! Once more grant me the place ; 
And 1 do swear even by the same delight^ 

I will but kiss, 1 never more will bite. 


LXXXIII. 

OoD BROTHER Philip ! I have bom you long. 

I was content you should in favour creep, 

While craftily you seemed your cut to keep ; 

As though that fair soft hand did you great wrong. 

I bare (with envy) yet 1 bare your song. 

When in her neck you did love ditties peep ; 

Nay, more fool I ! oft suffered you to sleep 
In lilies’ nest, where Love’s self lies along. 

What ! doth high place ambitious thoughts augment 7 
Is sauciness, reward of courtesy ? 

Cannot such grace your silly self content ; 

But you must needs, with those lips billing be ? 

And through those lips drink nectar from that tongue 7 
Leave that Sir Phip ! lest off your neck be wrung 1 
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fThe Third Song atp. 561 is inserted here in the Arcadia e^wxon of 1598.] 
LXXXIV. 

H IGHWAY ! SINCE you my chief Parnassus be ; 

And that my Muse to some ears not unsweet. 
Tempers her words to trampling horses’ feet 
More oft than to a chamber melody. 

Now blessed you ! bear onward blessed me 
To her, where I my heart safeliest shall meet. 

My Muse and I must you of duty greet 
With thanks and wishes, wishing thankfully. 

Be you still fair 1 honoured by public heed ! 

By no encroachment wronged ! nor time forgot ! 

Nor blamed for blood, nor shamed for sinful deed 1 
And that you know I envy you no lot 
Of highest wish, I wish you so much bliss : 

Hundreds of years you Stella’s feet may kiss 1 


LXXXV. 

B SJJI See the house ! My heart ! thyself contain ! 

Bfl Beware full sails drown not thy tottering barge ! 
HH Lest joy — by Nature apt, spirits to enlarge — 

Thee to thy wrack, beyond thy limits strain. 

Nor do like lords, whose weak confused brain. 

Not ’pointing to fit folks each underchaige ; 

While every office themselves will discharge, 

* With doing all, leave nothing done but pain : 

But give apt servants their due place 1 Let eyes 
See Beauty’s total sum summed in her face I 
Let ears hear speech, which wit to wonder ties ! 

Let breath suck up those sweets 1 Let arms embrace 
The globe of weal 1 Lips, love’s indentures make I 
Thou but of all, the Kingly tribute takel 

^fra,GAR. I. 35 
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[The Fourth Song at p. 562 occurs here in the 1598 edition.] 
LXXXVI. 

H Las ! WHENCE came this change of looks ? If I 
Have changed desert, let mine own conscience be 
A still felt plague to self-condemning me ! 

Let woe gripe on my heart ! shame load mine eye ! 

But if all faith, like spotless ermine, lie 
Safe in my soul ; which only doth to thee 
(As his sole object of felicity) 

With wings of love in air of wonder fly ; 

O ease your hand ! treat not so hard your slave ! 

In justice, pains come not till faults do call : 

Or if I needs, sweet Judge! must torments have; 

Use something else to chasten me withal, 

Than those blest eyes, where all my hop^s do dwell. 

No doom should make once heaven become his hell. 

[The Fifth to the Eighth Songs at pp. $64^574 come in here in the 
1598 impression.] 

LXXXVII. 

Hen I WAS forced from Stella ever dear — 

Stella ! food of my thoughts, heart of my heart ; 
Stella I whose eyes make all my tempests clear— 
By iron laws of duty to depart ; 

Alas, 1 found that she with me did smart ; 

I saw that tears did in her eyes appear ; 

I saw that sighs, her sweetest lips did part ; 

And her sad words, my saddest sense did hear. 

For me, 1 wept to see pearls scattered so ; 

1 sighed her sighs ; and wail^ for her woe : 

Yet swam in joy ; such love in her was seen. 

Thus while th'effect most bitter was to me, 

And nothing than the cause more sweet could be s 
1 had been vext, if vext I had not been. 
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LXXXVIII. 

Ut 1 TRAITOR Absence ! Darest thou counsel me 
From my dear Captainess to run away ? 

Because, in brave array, here marcheth she 
That to win me, oft shows a present pay. 

Is faith so weak, or is such force in thee ? 

When sun is hid, can stars such beams display ? 
Cannot heaven's food, once felt, keep stomachs free 
From base desire, on earthly cates to prey ? 

Tush ! Absence 1 while th}' mists eclipse that light, 
My orphan sense flies to the inward sight; 

Where memory sets forth the beams of love. 

That where before heart loved and eyes did see ; 

In heart both sight and love both coupled be. 

U nited powers make each the stronger prove. 



LXXXIX. 

H Ow THAT of absence the most irksome night, 

With darkest shade, doth overcome my day : 

Since Stella’s eyes wont to give me my day ; 
Leaving my hemisphere, leave me in night. 

Each day seems long, and longs for long-stayed night; 
The night as tedious, woos th’approach of day. 

Tired with the dusty toils of busy day ; 

Languisht with horrors of the silent night : 

Suffering the evils both of the day and night ; 

While no night is more dark than is my day. 

Nor no day hath less quiet than my night. 

With such bad mixture of my night and day ; 

That living thus in blackest winter night, 

1 feel the flames of hottest summer's day. 
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xc. 

H Tella ! THINK not that I by verse seek fame ; 

Who seek, who hope, who love, who live but thee* 
Thine eyes my pride ; thy lips mine history : 

If thou praise not, all other praise is shame. 

Not so ambitious am I as to frame 
A nest for my young praise in laurel tree : 

In truth I swear, 1 wish not there should be 
Graved in my epitaph, a Poet's name. 

Ne if I would, I could just title make 
That any laud to me thereof should grow, 

Without my plumes from others* wings I take. 

For nothing from my wit or will doth flow ; 

Since all my words, thy beauty doth indite ; 

And love doth hold my hand and makes me write. 


XCI. 

H Tella 1 while now, by honour’s cruel might, 

I am from you — light of my life misled ! 

And that fair you, my sun, thus overspread, 

With absence veil ; 1 live in sorrow's night 
If this dark place yet show, like candlelight, 

Some beauty's piece, as amber-coloured head, 

Milk hands, rose cheeks, or lips more sweet, more red ; 
Or seeing gets black, but in blackness bright : 

They please, I do confess, they please mine eyes* 
But why ? Because of you they models be. 

Models ! Such be wood globes of glistering skies. 

Dear t Therefore be not jealous over me, 

If you hear that they seem my heart to move. 

Not them, O no ! but you in them I love. 
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XCII. 

E YOUR words made, good Sir 1 of Indian ware ; 
That you allow me them by so small rate ? 

Or do you cutted Spartan’s imitate ? 
you mean my tender ears to spare ? 

That to my questions, you so total are. 

When I demand of Phoenix Stella’s state ; 

You say, forsooth ! You left her well of late.” 

O GOD ! think you that satisfies my care ? 

I would know whether she sit or walk ? 

How clothed ? how waited on ? sighed she or smiled ? 
Whereof ? with whom ? how often did she talk ? 

With what pastime Time’s journey she beguiled ? 

If her lips deigned to sweeten my poor name ? 

Say all ! and all well said, still say the same 1 



Or do 


[The Tenth Song at p. 576 is placed here in the 1598 edition.] 

xciir. 

Fate ! O fault ! O curse I child of my bliss I 
What sobs can give words grace my grief to show? 
What ink is black enough to paint my woe ? 
Through me, wretched me! even Stella vexdd is. 

Yet Truth — if caitiff’s breath may call thee I — ^this 
Witness with me, that my foul stumbling so 
Prom carelessness did in no manner grow ; 

But wit confused with too much care, did miss. 

And do I then myself this vain 'scuse give ? 

I have (live I, and know this !) harmdd thee ! 

Though worlds quite me, shall I me self forgive ? 

pnly with pains, my pains thus eased be, 

That all thy hurts in my heart’s rack I read : 

I cry thy sighs, Dear 1 thy tears I bleed. 
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XCIV. 

Rief ! FIND the words ! For thou hast made my brain 
So dark with misty vapours, which arise 
From out thy heavy mould, that inbent eyes 
Can scarce discern the shape of mine own pain. 

Do thou then (for thou canst !) do thou complain 
For my poor soul ! which now that sickness tries : 

Which even to sense, sense of itself denies, 

Though harbingers of death lodge there his train. 

Or if thy love of plaint yet mine forbears — 

As of a caitiff worthy so to die — 

Yet wail thyself ! and wail with causefull tears ! 

That though in wretchedness thy life doth lie ; 

Yet grow*st more wretched than thy natuce bears. 

By being placed in such a wretch as 1 1 


xcv. 

^ Et Sighs ! dear Sighs ! indeed true friends you arc, 
That do not leave your left friend at the worst : 

But as you with my breast 1 oft have nurst ; 

So grateful now, you wait upon my care. 

Faint coward Joy no longer tarry dare ; 

Seeing Hope yield, when this woe strake him first ; 
Delight protests he is not for the accurst, 

Though oft himself my mate in arms he sware. 

Nay, Sorrow comes with such main rage, that he 
Kills his own children. Tears ; finding that they 
By Love were made apt to consort with me. 

Only true SiOHS ! you do not go away 1 
Thank may you have for such a thankful part ; 
Thankworthicst yet, when von shall break my heart ! 
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XCVI. 

Hought ! with good cause thou likest so well the night ! 
Since kind or chance gives both one lively : 

Both sadly black, both blackly darkened be ; 
barred from sun ; thou, from thine own sunlight. 
Silence in both displays his sullen might ; 

Slow heaviness in both holds one degree ; 

That full of doubts ; thou, of perplexity : 

Thy tears express night’s native moisture right. 

In both a mazeful solitariness. 

In night, of sprites the ghastly powers do stir ; 

In thee, or sprites or sprited ghastliness : 

But, but, alas, night’s side the odds hath far : 

For that, at length, yet doth invite some rest ; 

Thou, though still tired, yet still dost it detest 1 



XCVII. 

m l AN, THAT fain would cheer her friend the Night, 
Shows her oft at the full her fairest face : 

Bringing with her those starry nymphs, whose chase 
From heavenly standing, hits each mortal wight. 

But, ah, poor Night ! in love with Phcebus’ light. 

And endlessly despairing of his grace ; 

Herself (to show no other joy hath place) 

Silent and sad in mourning weeds doth dight. 

Even so, alas, a lady, Dian*s peer ! 

With choice delights and rarest company, 

Would fain drive clouds from out my heavy cheer : 

But woe is me I though Joy itself were she ; 

She could not show my blind brain ways of joy ; 

While I despair my sun’s sight to enjoy. 
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XCVIII. 

H H, bed ! the field where joy's peace some do see ; 

The field where all my thoughts to war be trained : 
How is thy grace by my strange fortune stained 1 
How thy lee shores by my sighs stormed be ! 

With sweet soft shades, thou oft invitest me 
To steal some rest ; but, wretch ! I am constrained — 
Spurred with Love's spur, though gold ; and shortly reined 
With Care's hard hand — to turn and toss in thee 1 
While the black horrors of the silent night 
Paint Woe’s black face so lively to my sight ; 

That tedious leisure marks each wrinkled line. 

But when Aurora leads out Phcebus’ dance. 

Mine eyes then only wink : for spite perchance ; 

That worms should have their sun, and I want mine* 



XCIX. 

J Hen far-spent night persuades each mortal eye, 
To whom nor art nor nature granteth light ; 

To lay his then mark-wanting shafts of sight, 
Closed with their quivers, in sleep’s armoufy : 

With windows ope then most my mind doth lie. 
Viewing the shape of darkness and delight ; 

Takes in that sad hue, which with th’inward night 
Of his ma2ed powers keeps perfect harmony. 

But when birds charm, and that sweet air which is 
Mom’s messenger, with rose-enamelled skies, 

Call each wight to salute the hour of bliss ; 

In tomb of lids, then buried are mine eyes : 

Forced by their lord ; who is ashamed to find 
$ttch light in sense, with such a darkened mind. 
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c. 

Tears I no tears but rain from beauty’s skies 
Making those lilies and those roses grow ; 

Which aye most fair, now more than most fair show ; 
While graceful pity, beauty beautifies. 

O honeyed Sighs 1 which from that breast do rise, 
Whose pants do make unspilling cream to flow : 

Winged with whose breath, so pleasing zephyrs blow 
As can refresh the hell where my soul fries. 

O Plaints ! conserved in such a sugared phrase, 

That eloquence itself envies your praise. 

While sobbed out words a perfect music give. 

Such Tears, Sighs, Plaints, no sorrow are but joy : 

Or if such heavenly signs must prove annoy ; 

All mirth, farewell ! Let me in sorrow live! 



Cl. 

TBLLA IS sick, and in that sick bed lies 
Sweetness, which breathes and pants, as oft as she; 
And Grace, sick too, such fine conclusions tries, 
That Sickness brags itself best graced to be. 

Beauty is sick, but sick in such fair guise 
That in that paleness Beauty’s white we see ; 

And Joy, which is inseparate from those eyes. 

Stella now learns — strange case ! — to weep in thee* 
Love moves thy pain, and like a faithful page. 

As thy looks stir, comes up and down to make 
All folks prest at thy will, thy pain to assuage. 

Nature with care sweats for her darling’s sake : 
Knowing worlds pass ere she enough can find 
Of such heaven stuff, to clothe so heavenly a mind* 
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CII. 

Herb be those roses gone, whioh sweetened so our 
eyes ? 

Where those red cheeks, which oft with fair increase 
did frame 

The height of honour, in the kindly badge of shame ? 

Who hath the crimson weeds stolen from my morning skies? 

How doth the colour vade of those vermilion dyes 
Which Nature's self did make, and self engrained the same ? 
I would know by what right this paleness overcame 
That hue, whose force my heart still unto thraldom ties ? 

Galen's adoptive sons, who by a beaten way 
Their judgments hackney on, the fault on sickness lay : 

But feeling proof makes me (say they) mistake it far. 

It is but Love that makes his paper perfect white. 

To write therein more fresh the story of delight : 

While beauty's reddest ink, Venus for him doth stir. 



CIII. 

m Happy Thames! that didst my Stella bare, 
I saw thyself with many a smiling line 
Upon thy cheerful face, Joy’s livery wear; 
While those fair planets on thy streams did shine. 

The boat, for joy could not to dance forbear : 

While wanton winds, with beauties so divine. 
Ravished; stayed not, till in her golden hair 
Th^ did themselves (O sweetest prison I) twine. 

And fain those iEoL’s youths there would their stay 
Have made ; but forced by Nature still to fly ; 

First did with puffing kiss, those locks display. 

She so dishevelled, blushed. From window, 1, 
With sight thereof, cried out, “ O fair disgrace ! 

Let honour’s self to thee grant highest place I ” 
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CIV. 

Nvious WITS ! what hath been mine offence, 

That with such poisonous care my looks you mark ? 
That each word, nay sigh of mine you hark, 

As grudging me my sorrows* eloquence ? 

Ah ! is it not enough, that I am thence ! 

Thence ! so far thence ! that scarcely any spark 
Of comfort dare come to this dungeon dark; 

Where rigour’s exile locks up all my sense ? 

But if I by a happy window pass ; 

If I but stars upon mine armour bear ; 

Sick, thirsty, glad (though but of empty glass I ) 

Your moral notes straight my hid meaning tear 
From out my ribs ; and puffing prove that I 
Do Stella love. Fools 1 who doth it deny ? 


fThe Eleventh Song at p. 578 comes in here in the 1 598 edition.] 
C V. 

U nhappy sight ! And hath she vanished by? 

So near I in so good time ! so free a place I 
Dead glass I dost thou thy object so embrace, 

As what my heart still sees thou canst not spy ? 

I swear by her I love and lack, that 1 
Was not in fault, who bent thy dazzling race 
Only unto the heaven of Stella’s face ; 

Counting but dust what in the way did lie. 

But cease mine eyes ! your tears do witness well 
That you guiltless thereof, your nectar missed : 

Curst be the page from whence the bad torch fell 1 
Curst be the night which did your strife resist 1 
Curst be the coachman that did drive so fast ! 

>yith no worse curse than absence makes me taste. 
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CVI. 

Absent presence ! Stella is not here ! 

False flattering hope 1 that with so fair a face 
Bare me in hand that in this orphan place 
Stella, 1 say, my Stella t should appear. 

What sayest thou now ? Where is that dainty cheer 
Thou told'st mine eyes should help their famished case ? 
But thou art gone now ; that self-felt disgrace 
Doth make me most to wish thy comfort near* 

But here I do store of fair ladies meet ; 

Who may with charm of conversation sweet. 

Make in my heavy mould, new thoughts to grow* 

Sure they prevail as much with me, as he 
That bade his friend, but then new-maiMied, to be 
Merry with him and not think of his woe. 



CVI I. 

Tella ! SINCE thou so right a Princess art 
Of all the powers which life bestows on me ; 
That ere by them ought undertaken be, 
first resort unto that sovereign part. 

Sweet ! for a while give respite to my heart. 
Which pants as though it still should leap to thee ; 
And on my thoughts give thy Lieutenancy 
To this great cause, which needs both use and art. 

And as a Queen, who from her presence sends 
Whom she employs, dismiss from thee my wit I 
Till it have wrought what thy own will attends* 

On servants’ shame oft master’s blame doth sit. 
O let not fools in me thy works reprove ; 

And scorning, say, “ Sec I what it is to love I ** 



They 




* 1 ?ii?!S 3 E|:] Astxopbel abb Stebla. 557 


C VIII. 

Hbn Sorrow, using mine own fire's might, 

Melts down his lead into my boiling breast : 
Through that dark furnace to my heart opprest, 
shines a joy from thee, my only light ! 

But soon as thought of thee breeds my delight. 

And my young soul flutters to thee his nest ! 

Most rude Despair, my daily unbidden guest, 

Clips straight my wings, straight wraps me in his night. 

And makes me then bow down my head, and say, 

“ Ah what doth Phcebus’ gold that wretch avail, 

Whom iron doors do keep from use of day ? " 

So strangely, alas, thy works in me prevail : 

That in my woes for thee, thou art my joy ; 

And in my joys for thee, my only annoy. 



There 


The End op 
Astrophel and Stella, 
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FIRST SONG. * 

H Oubt you to whom my Muse these notes 
intendeth ; 

Which now my breast o’ercharged to 
music lendeth ? 

To you ! to you ! all song of praise is due : 
Only in you, my song begins and endeth. 


Who hath the eyes which marry' State with Pleasure ? 
Who keeps the key of Nature’s chiefest treasure ? 

To you I to you ! all song of praise is due ; 

Only for you, the heaven forgat all measure. 


Who hath the lips, where Wit in fairness reigneth ? 
Who womankind at once both decks and staineth ? 
To you I to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only by you, Cupid his cro¥m maintaineth. 
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Who hath the feet, whose steps all sweetness planteth ? 
Who else ; for whom Fame worthy trumpets wanteth ? 
To you, ! to you I all song of praise is due : 

Only to you, her sceptre Venus granteth. 


Who hath the breast, whose milk doth passions nourish ? 
Whose grace is such, that when it chides doth cherish ? 
To you ! to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only through you, the tree of life doth flourish. 


Who hath the hand, which without stroke subdueth ? 
Who long dead beauty with increase reneweth ? 

To you ! to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only Sit you, all envy hopeless rueth. 


Who hath the hair, which loosest fasteth tieth ? 
Who makes a man live then glad when he dieth ? 
To you ! to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only of you, the flatterer never lieth. 


Who hath the voice, which soul from senses sunders ? 
Whose force but yours the bolts of beauty thunders ? 
To you I to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only with you, not miracles are wonders. 


Doubt you to whom my Muse these notes intendeth ; 
Which now my breast o’ercharged to music lendeth ? 
To you ! to you ! all song of praise is due : 

Only in you, my song begpns and endeth. 
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SECOND SONG. 



Avb I CAUGHT my heavenly jewel, 
Teaching sleep most fair to be ? 
Now will I teach her, that she. 
When she wakes, is too too cruel. 


Since sweet sleep her eyes hath charmed, 
The two only darts of Love ; 

Now will I with that boy prove 
Some play, while he is disarmed. 


Her tongue, waking, still refuseth ; 
Giving frankly, niggard “ No ; 

Now will I attempt to know 

What “ No'' her tongue sleeping, uscth. 


See the hand that waking, giiardeth ; 
Sleeping, grants a free resort : 

Now will I invade the fort ; 

Cowards, Love with loss rewardeth. 


But, O fool I think of the danger 
Of her just and high disdain ; 

Now will 1, alas, refrain, 

Love fears nothing else but anger. 


Yet those lips, so sweetly swelling, 

Do invite a stealing kiss : 

Now will I but venture this, 

Who will read must first learn spelling. 
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O sweet kiss 1 bufsh I she is waking. 

Low’ring beauty chastens me : 

Now will I away hence flee ; 

Fool I more fool t for no more taking. 


THIRD SONG. 


E VJ|F Orpheus' voice had force to breathe such music's 
BH love 

HH Through pores of senseless trees, as it could make 
them move : 

If stones good measure danced the Theban walls to build, 
To cadence of the tunes which Amphion’s lyre did yield ; 
More cause a like effect at least wise bringeth. 

O stones ! O trees ! learn hearing ! Stella singeth I 


If love might sweeten so a boy of shepherd brood, 

To make a lizard dull, to taste love’s dainty food : 

If eagle fierce could so in Grecian maid delight, 

As his light were her eyes, her death his endless night : 
Earth gave that love. Heaven, I trow, love refineth. 
O beasts! O birds! look! love! lo, Stella shineth! 


The beasts, birds, stones and trees feel this ; and feeling, love. 
And if the trees nor stones stir not the same to prove ; 

Nor beasts nor birds do come unto this blessed gaze: 

Know that small love is quick, and great love doth amaze. 
They are amazed : but you, with reason armed, 

O eyes I O ears of men I how are you charmed I 

a«r0. 1. 36 



562 Other Songs op variable verse. 


FOURTH SONG. 

m NLY JOY I now here yon are. 

Fit to hear and ease my care. 

Let my whispering voice obtain 
Sweet reward for sharpest pain. 

Take me to thee, and thee to me I 

No, no, no, no, my Dear! let be. 

Night hath closed all in her cloak, 
Twinkling stars love thoughts provoke^ 
Danger hence, good care doth keep ; 
Jealousy itself doth sleep. ^ 

Take me to thee, and thee to me ! 

No, no, no, no, my Dear! let be. 


Better place no wit can find, 
Cupid's yoke to loose or bind; 
These sweet flowers on fine bed too. 
Us in their best language woo. 

Take me to thee, and thee to me I 

No, no, no, no, my Dear! let be* 


This small light the moon bestows. 
Serves thy beams but to disclose : 
So to raise my hap more high. 

Fear not else I none can us spy. 
Take me to thee, and thee to met 


No, no, no, no, my Dear ! let be* 
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That you heard was but a mouse, 

Dumb Sleep holdeth all the house : 

Yet asleep, methinks they say 
“ Young folks, take time while you may I” 

Take me to thee, and thee to me 1 

No, no, no, no, my Dear / let be* 


Niggard time threats, if we miss 
This large offer of our bliss ; 

Long stay ere he grant the same. 

Sweet ! then, while each thing doth frame^ 
Take me to thee, and thee to me ! 

No, no, no, no, my Dear I let he* 


Your fair mother is abed, 

Candles out, and curtains spread ; 
She thinks you do letters write. 
Write 1 but let me first indite 
**Take me to thee, and thee to me I* 

, No, no, no, no, my Dear! let he. 


Sweet I alas, why strive you thus ? 
Concord better htteth us. 

Leave to Mars the force of hands ; 
Your power in your beauty stands. 
Take me to thee, and me to thee 1 


No, no, no, no, my Dear! let he, 

36* 
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Woe to me ! and do you swear 
Me to hate, but 1 forbear ? 

Cursed be my destinies all 1 
That brought me so high to fall. 

Soon with my death I will please thee I 

No, no, no, no, my Dear! let be. 


FIFTH SONG. 

Hilb favour fed my hope, delight with hope was 
brought ; 

Thought waited on delight ; and speech did follow 
thought. 

Then grew my tongue and pen records u/Ito thy glory. 

I thought all words were lost that were not spent of thee ; 

I thought each place was dark, but where thy lights would be; 
And all ears worse than deaf, that heard not out thy story. 

1 said thou wert most fair, and so indeed thou art. 

I said thou art most sweet, sweet poison to my heart. 

1 said my soul was thine, O that I then had lied i 
I said thine eyes were stars, thy breasts the mi Ike n way, 

Thy fingers Cupid’s shafts, thy voice the Angels' lay : 

And all I said so well, as no man it denied. 



But now that hope is lost, unkindness kills delight; 

Yet thought and speech do live, thought metamorphosed quite : 
For Raob now rules the reins, which guided were by 
Pleasure. 

1 think now of thy faults, who late thought of thy praise. 
That speech falls now to blame which did thy honour raise. 
The same key open can, which can lock up a treasure. 
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Thou then whom partial heavens conspired in one to frame 
The proof of beauty’s worth, th’inheritrix of fame, 

The mansion seat of bliss, and just excuse of lovers : 

See now those feathers pluckt, wherewith thou flew most 
high 1 

See what clouds of reproach shall dark thy honour’s sky 1 
Whose own fault casts him down, hardly high seat recovers. 


And O my Muse 1 though oft you lulled her in your lap; 
And then a heavenly child, gave her ambrosian pap ; 

And to that brain of hers, your hidnest gifts infused I 
Since she disdaining me, doth you in me disdain ; 

Suffer not her to laugh, while both we suffer pain. 

Princes in subjects wronged, must deem themselves abused. 


Your client poor, my self ; shall Stella handle so ? 
Revenge ! revenge ! my Muse ! Defiance trumpet blow 1 
Threaten what may be done 1 yet do more than you threaten I 
Ah ! my suit granted is. I feel my breast doth swell. 

Now child ! a lesson new you shall begin to spell. 

Sweet babes must babies have, but shrewd girls must be 
beaten. 


Think now no more to hear of warm fine-odoured snow, . 
Nor blushing lilies, nor pearls ruby-hidden row. 

Nor of that golden sea whose waves in curls are broken : 
But of thy soul, so fraught with such ungratefulness. 

As' where thou soon might’st help ; most faith thou dost 
oppress. 

Ungrateful who is called, the worst of evils is spok’n. 
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Yet worse then worst, 1 say thou art a Thief 1 A thief I 
Now GOD fortodl A Thief I and of worst thieves, the 
chief. 

Thieves steal for need ; and steal but goods, which pain 
recovers : 

But thou, rich in all joys, dost rob my joys from me ; 
Which cannot be restored by time nor industiy. 

Of foes, the spoil is evil : far worse of constant lovers*. 


Yet gentle English thieves do rob, but will not slay. 
Thou English murdering thief! wilt have hearts for thy 
prey. 

The name of Murderer now on thy fair forehead sitteth. 
And even while I do speak, my death wounds bleeding be ; 
Which, I protest, proceed from only cruel thee. 

Who may and will not save; murder in truth committeth. 


But murder's private fault seems but a toy to thee. 

I lay then to thy chaig;e unjustest Tyranny I 
If rule by force without all claim, a tyrant showeth. 

For thou dost lord my heart, who am not bom thy slave ; 
And which is worse, makes me most guiltless torments 
have. 

A rightful Prince by unright deeds a Tyrant groweth. 


Lot you grow proud with thisl For tyrants make folk 
bow. 

Of foul Rebellion then I do appeach thee now ! 

Rebd by Nature*s laws, Rebd by law of reason. ^ 
Thoo sweetest subject wert bora in the realm of Lcm; 
And yet against thy Prince, thy force dost daily prove* 
Novhrtoe merits praise, once touched with blot of treaeon. 
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But valiant rebels oft in fools* mouths purchase fame. 
I now then stain thy white with vagabonding shame ; 
Both Rebel to the Son and Vagrant from the Mother. 
For wearing Venus’ badge, in every part of thee ; 
Unto Diana’s train thou Runaway didst flee ! 

Who faileth one is false, though trusty to another. 


What, is not this enough ? Nay, far worse cometh here. 
A Witch 1 I say thou art, though thou so fair appear. 

For I protest my sight never thy face enjoyeth. 

But 1 in me am changed ; I am alive and dead, 

My feet are turned to roots, my heart becometh lead. 

No witchcraft is so evil, as which man’s mind destroyeth. 


Yet witches may repent. Thou art far worse than they. 
Alas 1 that I am forced such evil of thee to say. 

I say thou art a Devil 1 though clothed in angel’s shining; 
For thy face tempts my soul to leave the heavens for 
thee, 

And thy words of refuse do pour even hell on me. 

Who tempt, and tempted plague; are Devils in true 
defining. 


You then ungrateful Thief! you murdering Tyrant you! 
You Rebel 1 Runaway ! to Lord and Lady untrue. 

You Witch ! you Devil I Alas, you still of me beloved I 
You see what I can say. Mend yet your froward mind ! 
And such skill in my Muse you, reconciled, shall find; 
That by these cruel words, your praises shall be proved. 
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SIXTH SONO. 

ffl You THAT hear this voice I 
O you that see this facf 1 
Say whether of the choice 
Deserves the former place ? 
Fear not to judge this bate. 
For it is void of hate. 


This side doth Beauty take. 
For that doth Music speaK. 

Fit orators to make 
The strongest judgments weaL 
The bar to plead the right, 

Is only True Delight. 


Thus doth the voice and face, 
These gentle lawyers wage, 

Like loving brothers' case. 

For father’s heritage : 

That each, while each contends. 
Itself to other lends. 


For beauty beautifies, 

With heavenly hue and grace. 
The heavenly harmonies : 

And in this faultless face, 

The perfect beauties be 
A perfect harmony. 
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Mosic more lofty swells 
In speeches nobly placed ; 

Beauty as far excels 
In actions aptly graced. 

A friend each party draws 
To countenance his cause. 

Love more affected seems 
Beauty’s lovely light ; 

And Wonder more esteems 
Of Music’s wondrous might: 

But both to both so bent 
As both in both are spent. 

Music doth witness call 
The ear, his truth to try ; 

Beauty brings to the hall 
The judgment of the eye : 

Both in their objects such. 

As no exceptions touch. 

The common Sense which might 
Be arbiter of this ; 

To be forsooth upright, 

To both sides partial is : 

He lays on this side chief praise ; 

Chief praise on that he lays. 

Then Reason, Princess high I 
Whose throne is in the mind ; 

Which music can in sky, 

And hidden beauties find. 

Say I whether thou wilt crown 
With limitless renown ? 
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SEVENTH SONG. 



SO evil consort their stepdame 


IHosb senses in 
Nature lays, 

I That ravishing delight in them most sweet tunes 
doth not raise : 

Or if they do delight therein, yet are so closed with wit ; 

As with sententious lips to set a title vain on it. 

O let them hear these sacred tunes, and learn in 
Wonder's schools 

To be (in things past bounds of wit) fools, if they be 
not fools. 


Who have so leaden eyes, as not to sec sweet Beauty's 
show; 

Or seeing, have so wooden wits as not that worth to know ; 
Or knowing, have so muddy minds as not to be in love ; 

Or loving, have so frothy thoughts as easy thence to move : 
O let them see these heavenly beams! and in fair letters 
read 

A lesson fit, both sight and skill, love and firm love to 
breed. 


Hear then! but then with wonder hear ; seel but adoring 
see 

No mortal gifts, no earthly fruits, now here discerned be. 
Seel do you see this face ? A facel nay image of the skies; 
Of which the two life-giving lights are figured in her eyes. 
Hear you this soul-invading voicel and count it but a 
voice? 

The very essence of their tunes when Angela do r^ome. 
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EIGHTH SONG. 

I N A OROVB most rich of shade, 

Where birds wanton music made ; 

May then young, his pied weeds showing, 
New perfumed with flowers fresh growing; 


Astrophbl with Stblla sweet, 
Did for mutual comfort meet ; 

Both within themselves oppressed. 
But each in the other blessed. 


Him great harms had taught much care; 
Her fair neck a foul yoke bare: 

But her sight his cares did banish, 

In his sight her yoke did vanish. 


Wept they had, alas the while, 

But now tears themselves did smile ; 
While their eyes by love directed, 
Interchangeably reflected. 


Sigh they did, but now betwixt 
Sighs of woe were glad sighs mixt ; 
With arms crossed, yet testifying 
Restless rest, and living dying. 


Their ears hungry of each word, 

Which the dear tongue would afford : 

But their tongues restrained from walking, 
Till their hearts had ended talking. 
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But when their tongues could not speakt 
Love itself did silence break : 

Love did set his lips asunder» 

Thus to speak in love and wonder. 

** Stella I Sovereign of my joy I 
Fair triumpher of annoy ! 

Stella 1 Star of heavenly fire I 
Stella 1 Loadstar of desire ! '* 

Stella ! in whose shining eyes, 

Are the lights of Cupid's skies ; 

Whose beams where they once are darted. 
Love therewith is straight imparted." 

** Stella ! whose voice when it speaks. 
Senses all asunder breaks. 

Stella ! whose voice when it singeth, 
Angels* to acquaintance bringeth." 

" Stella ! in whose body is 
Writ each character of bliss. 

Whose face all, all beauty passeth ; 

Save thy mind which yet surpasseth.** 

Grant 1 O grant I but speech, alas. 

Fails me, fearing on to pass : 

Grant 1 O me ! what am 1 saying ? 

But no fault there is in praying." 

** Grant I O Dear I on knees I pray** 
Knees on ground he then did stay 
** That not 1 ; but since 1 love you, 

Time and place for me may move you I ** 
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** Never season was more fit: 

Never room more apt for it. 

Smiling air allows my reason ; 

These birds sing : now use the season ! 

** This small wind which so sweet is^ 

See how it the leaves doth kiss ! 

Each tree in his best attiring, 

Sense of love to love inspiring." 

Love makes earth, the water drink ; 

Love to earth makes water sink : 

And if dumb things be so witty, 

Shall a heavenly grace want pity ? ” 

There his hands in their speech, fain 
Would have made tongue’s language plain : 

But her hands, his hands repelling, 

Gave repulse, all grace excelling. 

TThe eight following stanzas are omitted in Newman's 
Quartos of 1591.] 

Then she spake, her speech was such, 

As not ears, but heart did touch ; 

While such wise she love denied, 

As yet love she signified. 

“ Astrophel ! ” said she, " my love I 
Cease in these effects to prove. 

Now be still ! yet still believe me, 

Thy grief more than death would grieve me." 

If that any thought in me, 

Can taste comfort but of thee ; 

Let me fed with hellish anguish. 

Joyless, hopeless, endless languish." 
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“’If those eyes you praisM, be 
Half BO dear as you to me ; 

Let me home return, stark blinded 
Of those eyes ; and blinder minded I ** 

** If to secret of my heart, 

I do any wish impart ; 

Where thou art not foremost placed : 

Be both wish and I defaced 1 *' 

** If more may be said, I say 
All my bliss on thee I lay. 

If thou love, my love content thee ! 

For all love, all faith is meant thee.’* 

Trust me, while I thee deny,^ 

In myself the smart I try. 

Tyrant Honour doth thus use thee. 
Stella's self might not refuse thee!** 

** Therefore, Dear I this no more move : 
Lest, though I leave not thy love. 

Which too deep in me is framed ; 

I should blush when thou art named 1 ’* 

Therewithal away she went. 

Leaving him to passion rent, 

With what she had done and spoken ; 
That therewith my song is broken. 

NINTH SONG. 

m o MY FLOCK I go get you hence ! 

Seek a better place of feeding ; 

Where you may have some defence 
Fro the storms in my breast breeding 
And showers from mine ^s proceeding. 
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Leave a wretch in whom all woe 
Can abide to keep no measure : 

Meny flock ! such one forego, 

Unto whom mirth is displeasure : 

Only rich in mischiefs treasure. 

Yet, alas, before you go. 

Hear your woeful master's story ; 

Which to stones 1 else would show. 

Sorrow only then hath gloiy, 

When *tis excellently sorry. 

Stella ! fiercest shepherdess I 
Fiercest but yet fairest everl 
Stella 1 whom O heavens do bless I 
Though against me she persevere ; 

Though I bliss inherit never. 

Stella hath refuse me ! 

Stella, who more love hath proved 
In this caitiff heart to be ; 

Than can in good ewes be moved, 

Towards lambkins best beloved. 

Stella hath refused me 1 
Astrophel that so well served, 

In this pleasant spring, must see, 

While in pride flowers be preserved 
Himself only winter-starvdd. 

Why, alas, doth she then swear 
That she loveth me so dearly ? 

Seeing me so long to bear 
Coals of love that bum so clearly : 

And yet leave me helpless merely ? 
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Is that love ? Forsooth, 1 trow, 

If I saw my good dog grieved. 

And a help for him did know ; 

My love should not be believed. 

But he were by me relieved. 

No, she hates me, welaway I 
Feigning love somewhat to please me : 
For she knows, if she display 
All her hate ; death would soon seize me, 
And of hideous torments ease me. 

Then adieu, dear flock ! adieu I 
But, alas, if in your straying. 

Heavenly Stella meet with ypu t 
Tell her in your piteous blaying. 

Her poor slave's unjust decaying. 


TENTH SONG. 



Dear life ! when shall it be 
That mine eyes, thine eyes may see ? 
And in them, thy mind discover. 
Whether absence have had force 
Thy remembrance to divorce 
From the image of the lover ? 


Or if I myself find not, 

Alter parting ought forgot ; 

Nor be barred from Beauty's treasure ; 
Let no tongue aspire to tell 
In what high joys 1 shall dwell. 

Only Thought aims at the pleasure. 
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Thought therefore I will send thee I 
To take up the place for me ; 

Long I will not after tarry. 

There, unseen, thou mayest be bold, 

Those fair wonders to behold, 

Which in them, my Hopes do carry. 

Thought ! see thou no place forbear I 
Enter bravely everywhere I 
Seize on all to her belonging ! 

But if thou wouldst guarded be. 

Fearing her beams ; take with thee 
Strength of Liking, Rage of Longing ! 

(The next three stanzas are omitted in Newman's 
Quartos of 1S91*] 

Think of that most grateful time ! 

When my leaping heart will climb 
In my lips to have his biding ! 

There those roses for to kiss. 

Which do breathe a sugared bliss ; 

Opening rubies, pearls dividing. 

Think of my most princely power ! 

When I blessed shall devour 
With my greedy lickorous senses 
Beauty, Music, Sweetness, Love : 

While she doth against me prove 
Her strong darts, but weak defences. 

Think ! think of those dallyings ! 

When with dovelike murmurings, 

With glad moaning passed anguish ; 

We change eyes, and heart for heart 
Each to other do depart ; 

Joying till joy make us languish, 

37 
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O my Thouf^ht ! my Thoughts surcease 1 
Thy delights, my woes increase. 

My life melts with too much thinking. 
Think no more 1 but die in me. 

Till thou shalt revived be ; 

At her lips my nectar drinking. 

FINIS. 


Sir PfHILIP^ S'^IDNEY]. 

(Here end the ( 9 / 4 /r Songs of vartable verse in the hrst Quarto of 1591. 
The next Song first occurs in the Arcadia impression.] 


ELEVENTH SOHG. 

Ho 18 it that this dark night, 
Underneath my window plaineth ? 
It is one who from thy sights 
Beings ah! exiled ; disdaineih 
Every other vulgar light. 



Why, alas ! and are you he ? 

Be not yet those fancies changed ? 
Dear ! when you find change in me. 
Though from me you be estrangld; 
Let my change to ruin be. 

Well in abaence this will die. 

Leave to see 1 and leave to wonderl 
Absence sure will help, if I 
Can leam how myself to sunder 
From whal in my heart doth lie. 



Other Songs of variable verse. 579 

But time will these thoughts remove : 

Time doth work what no man knoweth. 

Time doth as the subject prove^ 

With time still tW affection groweth 
In the faithful turtle dove. 

What if you new beauties see ! 

Will not they stir new affection ? 

I will think thy pictures he 
{Image-like of saints* perfection) 

Poorly counterfeiting thee. 

But your reason’s purest light 

Bids you leave such minds to nourish 1 

Dear ! do reason no such spite! 

Never doth thy beauty flourish 
More than in my reason's sight. 

But the wrongs love bears, will make 
Love at length leave undertaking. 

Noy the more fools it do shake 
In a ground of so firm makings 
Deeper still they drive the stake. 

Peace ! I think that some give ear ! 

Come no more ! lest I get anger. 

Bliss ! I will my bliss forbear; 

Fearing, Sweet ! you to endanger I 
Bui my soul shall harbour thee. 

Well begone 1 begone I say ! 

Lest that Argus’ eyes perceive you. 

O unjust Fortune's sway ! 

Which can make me thus to leave you : 

And from louts to run away. 


37 
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0 wailing verse ! the infant of my love — 
MiNERVA-like, brought forth without a 
mother — 

That bears the image of the cares I prove ; 
Witness your father’s grief exceeds all 
other. 

Sigh out a story of her cruel deeds^ 

With interrupted accents of despair : 

A monument that whosoever reads, 

May justly praise and blame my loveless Fair. 

^y I her disdain hath dridd up my blood. 

And starved you, in succours still denying. 

Press to her eyes t importune me some good ! 

Waken her sleeping cruelty with crying 1 

Knock at her hard heart 1 Say 1 1 perish for herl * 
And fear this deed will make the world abhor her. 
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SONNET I. 

H P so IT hap the offspring of my care, 

These fatal anthems and afflicted songs, 
Come to their view, who like to me do fare ; 
May move them sigh thereat, and moan my wrongs. 

But untouched hearts ! with unaffected eye. 
Approach not to behold my soul’s distress ! 
Clearsighted, you will note what is awry, 

Whilst blind ones see no error in my verse. 

You blinded souls 1 whom hap and error lead. 
You outcast eaglets dazzled with the sun ! 

Ah you, and none but you, my sorrow read ! 

You best can judge the wrong that she hath done : 
That she hath done, the motive of my pain ; 
Who whilst 1 love, doth kill me with disdain. 



SONNET II. 

IHbsb sorrowing sighs, the smokes of mine annoy» 
1 These tears, which heat of sacred Are distils ; 

I These are the tributes that my faith doth pay ; 
And these my tyrant’s cruel mind fulfil. 

1 sacrifice my youth and blooming years 
At her proud feet ; that yet respects no whit 
My youth, untimely withered with my tears ; 

By winter woes, for spring of youth unfit. 

She thinks a look may recompense my care. 

And so with looks prolongs my long lookt ease : 

As short the bliss, so is the comfort rare ; 

Yet must that bliss my hungry thoughts appease. 

Thus she returns my hopes to fruitless ever; 

Once let her love indeed or eye me never ! 
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SONNET III. 

He only bird alone that Nature frames, 
When weary of the tedious life she lives 
By fire dies, yet finds new life in flames; 

Her ashes to her shape new essence give. 

When only I, the only wretched wight. 

Weary of life that breathes but sorrow's blasts ; 
Pursue the flame of such a beauty bright, 

That bums my heart ; and yet my life still lasts. 

O sovereign light ! that with thy sacred flame 
Consumes my life, rewc me after this ! 

And make me (with the happy bird) the same 
That dies to live, by favour of thy bliss ! 

This deed of thine will show a goddess' power; 
In so long death to grant one living hour. 


SONNET IV. 

Ears, vows and prayers gain the hardest hearts : 
Tears, vows and prayers have I spent in vain. 
Tears cannot soften flint, nor vows convert. 

Prayers prevail not with a quaint disdain. 

I lose my tears, where I have lost my love, 

I vow my faith, where faith is not regarded, 

I pray in vain a merciless to move ; 

So rare a faith ought better be rewarded. 

Though frozen will may not be thawed with tears. 
Though my souFs idol scometh all my vows. 

Though all my prayers be made to deafened ears, 

No favour though the cruel Fair allows ; 

Yet will I weep, vow, pray to cruel She : 

Flint, frost, disdain ; wears, melts and yields* we see. 
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SONNET V. 

Hy doth my mistress credit so her glass 
Gazing her beauty, deigned her by the skies ? 
And doth not rather look on him, alas ! 
Whose state best shows the force of murdering eyes. 

The broken tops of lofty trees declare 
The fury of a mercy-wanting storm : 

And of what force your wounding graces are, 

Upon m3rself, you best may find the form. 

Then leave your glass, and gaze yourself on me I 
That mirror shows the power of your face : 

To admire your form too much may danger be. 
Narcissus changed to flower in such a case. 

I fear your change ! Not flower nor hyacinth ; 
Medusa’s eye may turn your heart to flint* 



SONNET VI* 

H Hbsb amber locks are those same nets, my Dear 1 
Wherewith my liberty thou didst surprise. 

Love was the flame that fired me so near. 

The darts transpiercing were these crystal eyes. 

Strong is the net, and fervent is the flame, 

Deep is the stroke, my sighs can well report : 

Yet do I love, adore and praise the same ; 

That holds, that burns, that wounds me in that sort. 

I list not seek to break, to quench, to heal 
This bond, this flame, this wound that festereth so; 

By knife, by liquor or by salve to deal : 

So much I please to perish in my woe. 

Yet, lest long travels be above my strength 
Good Lady 1 loose, quench, heal me now at length! 
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SONNET VII. 

^ Ehold what hap Pygmalion had, to frame 
And carve his grief himself upon a stone : 
My heavy fortune is much like the same, 

I work on flint, and that's the cause I moan. 

For hapless lo even with mine own desires, 

I figured on the table of my heart ; 

The goodliest shape that the world's eye admires x 
And so did perish by my proper art. 

And still I toil to change the marble breast 
Of her whose sweet Idea I adore : 

Yet cannot find her breathe unto my rest. 

Hard is her heart, and woe is me therefore. 

O blessed he that joys his stone and art ! 
Unhappy 1 1 to love a stony heart. 


SONNET VIII. 

^ Ft AND in vain my rebel thoughts have ventured 
To stop the passage of my vanquished heart ; 

And close the way, my friendly foe first entered : 
Striving thereby to free my better part. 

Whilst guarding thus the windows of my thought. 
Where my heart's thief to vex me made her choice ; 

And thither all my forces to transport : 

Another passage opens at her voice. 

Her voice betrays me to her hand and eye. 

My freedom’s tyrant, gloiying in her art : 

But, ah I sweet foe ! small is the victory, 

With three such powers to plague one silly heart. 

Yet my soul's sovereign I since I must resign; 
Reign in my thoughts I My love and life are thinel 
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SONNET IX. 

K Eion in my thoughts! fair hand! sweet eye! rare voice! 
Possess me whole, my heart’s Triumvirate ! 

Yet heavy heart ! to make so hard a choice 
Of such as spoil thy whole afflicted state. 

For whilst they strive which shall be Lord of all, 

All my poor life by them is trodden down : 

They all erect their triumphs on my fall, 

And 3H[eld me nought ; who gains them there renown. 

When back I look, and sigh my freedom past. 

And wail the state wherein I present stand, 

And see my fortune ever like to last : 

Finding me reined with such a cruel hand. 

What can I do but yield ? and yield I do; 

And serve them all, and yet they spoil me too I 


SONNET X. 

HH KIHb sly Enchanter, when to work his will 
IH |3| And secret wrong on some forespoken wight ; 
Frames wax in form to represent aright 
The poor unwitting wretch he means to kill : 

And pricks the image, framed by magic’s skill. 
Whereby to vex the party day and night. 

Like hath she done, whose show bewitched my sight 
To beauty’s charms, her lover’s blood to spill. 

For first, like wax she framed me by her eyes ; 
Whose ** Nays I ” sharp-pointed set upon my breast 
Martyr my life ; and plague me in this wise 
With ling’ring pain to perish in unrest. 

Nought could, save this, my sweetest fair suffice, 
To try her art on him that loves her best. 



586 Sonnets after A str opmel &c. [*" 


SONNET XI. 

I VBBEstorb thy treasure to the golden ore I 
SRs Yield Cythbrea's son those arks of love 1 

Bequeath the heavens, the stars that I adore I 
And to the Orient do thy pearls remove ! 

Yield thy hands* pride unto the ivory white I 
To Arabian odour give thy breathing sweet 1 
Restore thy blush unto Aurora bright ! 

To Thetis give the honour of thy feet ! 

Let Venus have the graces she resigned I 
And thy sweet voice yield to Hbrmonius* spheres! 
But yet restore thy fierce and cruel mind 
To Hyrcan tigers and to ruthless bears 1 

Yield to the marble thy hard he^ again ! 

So shah thou cease to plague, and 1 to pain. 


SONNET XII. 

H Hb tablet of my heavy fortunes here 

Upon thine altar, Paphian Power! I place. 

The grievous shipwrack of my travels dear 
In bulged bark, all perished in disgrace. 

That traitor Love ! was pilot to my woe ; 

My sails were Hope, spread with my Sighs of Grief; 
The twin lights which my hapless course did show 
Hard by th’inconstant sands of false relief. 

Were two bright stars which led my view apart. 

A SiRBN*8 voice allured me come so near 
To perish on the marble of her heart : 

A danger which my soul did never fear. 

Lo, thus he fares that trusts a calm too much 
And thus fare I whose credit hath been such. 
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SONNET XIII. 

iT Cynthia hath the waters of mine eyes, 

The ready handmaids on her Grace attending, 
That never fall to ebb, nor ever die ; 
to their flow she never grants an ending. 

The Ocean never doth attend more duly 
Upon his sovereign, the night wand’ring Queen ; 
Nor ever hath his impost paid more truly, 

Than mine, to my souFs Queen hath ever been. 

Yet her hard rock, firm fixt for aye removing. 

No comfort to my cares she ever giveth ; 

Yet had I rather languish in her loving. 

Than to embrace the fairest she that liveth. 

I fear to find such pleasure in my reigning ; 
As now I taste in compass of complaining. 


SONNET XIV. 

m F A TRUE heart and faith unfeigned ; 

If a sweet languish with a chaste desire ; 

If hunger-starven thoughts so long retained, 

Fed but with smoke, and cherished but with fire ; 

And if a brow with Care’s characters painted ; 
Bewray my love, with broken words half spoken, 

To her which sits in my thoughts’ temple, sainted ; 
And lay to view my vulture-gnawen heart open : 

If 1 have wept the day and sighed the night. 

While thrice the sun approached his northern bound ; 
If such a faith hath ever wrought aright. 

And well deserved, and yet no favour found. 

Let this suffice ; the whole world it may see. 

The fault is hers, though mine the most hurt be. 



For 
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SONNET XV, 

H Incb the first look that led me to this error, 

To this thoughts* mase to my confusion tending \ 
Still have I lived in grief, in hope, in terror ; 

The circle of my sorrows never ending. 

Yet cannot have her love, that holds me hateful ; 

Her eyes exact it, though her heart disdains me. 

See what reward he hath that serves th'ungrateful ? 

So long and pure a faith no favour gains me. 

Still must I whet my young desires abated, 

Upon the flint of such a heart rebelling : 

And all in vain ; her pride is so imated, 

She 3delds no place at all for Pity's dwelling. 

Oft have I told her that my soul did love her, 

And that with tears : yet all this will not move her. 



SONNET XVI. 

|Eioh but the cause! and give me leave to plain me, 
For all my hurt, that my heart's Queen hath 
wrought it; 

She whom 1 love so dear, the more to pain me, 

Withholds my right, where I have dearly bought it. 

Dearly I bought that was so highly rated, 

Even with the price of blood and body’s wasting ; 

She would not yield that ought might be abated, 

For all she saw my love was pure and lasting : 

And yet now scorns performance of the passion ; 

And with her presence Justice ovemileth. 

She tells me flat her beauty bears no action ; 

And so my plea and process she excludeth. 

What wrong she doth, the world may well perceive it: 
To accept my faith at first, and then to leave it. 
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SONNET XVII. 

Hilst by her eyes pursued, my poor heart flew it 
Into the sacred bosom of my Dearest ; 

She there, in that sweet sanctuary, slew it. 

When it had hoped his safety to be nearest. 

My faith of privilege could no whit protect it; 

That was with blood, and three years’ witness signed : 
Whereby she had no cause once to suspect it. 

For well she saw my love, and how I pined. 

Yet no hope's letter would her brow reveal me, 

No comfort's hue which falling spirits erecteth ; 

What boots to laws of succour to appeal me ? 

Ladies and tyrants never laws respecteth. 

Then there I die, where I had hope to liven ; 

And by her hand that better might have given. 

SONNET XVIII. 

OOK IN my griefs ! and blame me not to mourn. 
From thought to thought that lead a life so bad : 
Fortune’s orphan ! Her’s and the world's scorn ! 
Whose clouded brow doth make my days so bad. 

Long are their nights, whose cares do never sleep ; 
Loathsome their days, whom never sun yet joyed ; 

A pleasing grief impressed hath so deep. 

That thus I live both day and night annoyed. 

Yet since the sweetest root doth yield thus much, 

Her praise from my complaint I must not part ; 

I love the effect, because the cause is such ; 

1 praise her face, and blame her flinty heart. 

^ilst that we make the world admire at us ; 

Her for disdain, and me for loving thus. 
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SONNET XIX. 

^ Appy in sleep ; waking, content to languish ; 

Embracing clouds by night ; in day time mourn; 

All things I loathe save her and mine own anguish ; 
Pleased in my heart moved to live forlorn. 

Nought do 1 crave but love, death or my lady. 

Hoarse with crying, “ Mercy I ” (Mercy yet my merit), 
So many vows and prayers ever made I ; 

That now at length to yield, mere pity were it. 

Yet since the Hydra of my cares renewing. 

Revives still sorrows of her fresh disdaining : 

Still must 1 go the summer winds pursuing, 

And nothing but her love and my hearths paining. 

Weep hours ! grieve days I sigh gionths 1 and still 
mourn yearly I 

Thus must 1 do because 1 love her dearly. 
SONNET XX. 

F Beauty bright be doubled with a frown, 

That Pity cannot shine through to my bliss ; 

And Disdain's vapours are thus overgrown, 

That my life’s light to me quite darkened is. 

Why trouble I the world then with my cries, 

The air with sighs, the earth below with tears ? 

Since 1 live hateful to those ruthful eyes ; 

Vexing with my untuned moan, her dainty ears. 

If I have loved her dearer than my breath, 

(My breath that calls the heaven to witness it) 

And still hold her most dear until my death ; 

And if that all this cannot move one whit : 

Yet let her say that she hath done me wrong. 

To use me thus and know I loved so long. 




*'®wJSONNETS AFTER ASTHOPHMt & C. 59I 
SONNET XXI. 

^ Omb Death ! the anchor hold of all my thoughts, 
My last resort whereto my soul appealeth : 

For all too long on earth my Fancy dotes, 

While dearest blood my fiery passions sealeth. 

That heart is now the prospective of horror 
That honoured hath the crueFst Fair that liveth ; 

The cruelest Fair that knows I languish for her, 

And never mercy to my merit giveth ; 

This is the laurel and her triumph’s prize. 

To tread me down with foot of her disgrace ; 

Whilst I did build my fortune in her eyes, 

And laid my soul’s rest on so fair a face. 

That rest I lost ; my love, my life and all : 

Thus high attempts to low disgrace do fall. 


SONNET XXII. 

H F this be love, to draw a weary breath. 

To paint on floods till the shore cry to the air ; 
With prone aspect still treading on the earth. 
Sad horror ! pale grief ! prostrate despair 1 
If this be love, to war against my soul, 
kise up to wail, lie down to sigh, to grieve me. 
With ceaseless toil Care’s restless stones to roll. 
Still to complain and moan, whilst none relieve me. 

If this be love, to languish in such care 
Loathing the light, the world, myself and all. 

With interrupted sleeps, fresh griefs repair; 

And breathe out horror in perplexed thrall. 

If this be love, to live a living death : 

Lo then love I, and draw this weaiy breath. 
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SONNET XXIII. 

m Y YEARS draw on my everlasting night. 

And Horror’s sable clouds dim my life’s sun ; 
That my life’s sun, and Thou my worldly light 
Shall rise no more to me. My days are done I 
I’ll go before unto the myrtle shades, 

To attend the presence of my world’s dear : 

And dress a bed of flowers that never fade , 

And all things fit against her coming thei-e. 

If any ask, ** Why that so soon I came ? ” 

I’ll hide her fault, and say “ It was my lot.” 

In life and death I'll tender her good name ; 

My life and death shall never be her blot. 

Although the world this deed of <hers may blame ; 
The Elysian ghosts shall never know the same. 


SONNET XXIV. 

H He star of my mishap imposed my paining 
To spend the April of my years in crying ; 

That never found my fortune but in waining. 

With still fresh cares my blood and body trying. 

Yet her I blame not, though she might have blest me ; 
But my Desire’s wings so high aspiring ; 

Now melted with the sun that hath possest me 
Down do I fall from off my high desiring. 

And in my fall do cry for mercy speedy, 

No piteous eye looks back upon my mourning ; 

No help I find, when now most favour need I : 

My ocean tears drown me, and quench my burning. 

And this my death must christen her anew, 

Whiles faith doth bid my cruel Fair, ” Adieu I " 
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SONNET XXV. 

H O HEAR the impost of a faith not feigning, 
That duty pays, and her disdain extorteth : 
These bear the message of my woeful paining. 
These olive branches mercy still exhorteth. 

These tributaiy plaints with chaste desires, 

I send those eyes, the cabinets of love ; 

The paradise whereto my soul aspires, 

From out this hell, which my afflictions prove : 

Wherein, poor soul I I live exiled from mirth. 
Pensive alone, none but despair about me. 

My joys* liberties perished in their birth, 

My cares long lived, and will not die without me. 
What shall I do, but sigh and wail the while ; 
My martyrdom exceeds the highest style. 


SONNET XXVI. 

H Oncb may I see, when years may wreck my wrong. 
And golden hairs may change to silver wire ; 

And those bright rays (that kindle all this fire) 
Shall fail in force, their power not so strong. 

Her beauty, now the burden of my song, 

Whose glorious blaze the world’s eye doth admire ; 
Must yield her praise to tyrant Time’s desire : 

Then fades the flower, which fed her pride so long. 

When if she grieve to gaze her in her glass, 

Which then presents her winter-withered hue : 

Go you my verse I go tell her what she was ! 

For what she was, she best may find in you. 

Your fiery heat lets not her glory pass, 

But Phcenix-like to make her live anew. 

I. 38 
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tispi. 


SONNET XXVII. 

Aising my hope on hills of high desire, 

Thinking to scale the heaven of her heart ; 

My slender mean presumes too high a part : 
Disdain’s thunderbolt made me retire, 

And threw me down to pain in all this lire. 

Where lo, I languish in so heavy smart 
Because th’attempt was far above my art : 

Her state brooks not poor souls should come so nigh her. 

Yet I protest my high aspiring will 
Was not to dispossess her of her right : 

Her sovereignty should have remained still, 

I only sought the bliss to have her sight. 

Her sight contented thus to see me spill, 

Framed my desires fit for her eyes to kill. 

FINIS. 

[Samuel] Daniel. 





Sonnets after Asr/i opjijsl <Sfc. 595 


Canto primo. 



|Ark all you ladies that do sleep 1 
The Fairy Queen Proserpina 
Bids you awake ! and pity them that weep • 
You may do in the dark 
What the day doth forbid ; 

Fear not the dogs that bark, 

Night will have all hid. 


But if you let your lovers moan ; 

The Fair Queen Proserpina 

Will send abroad her fairies every one : 

That shall pinch black and blue 
Your white hands and fair arms ; 

That did not kindly rue 
Your paramours* harms. 

In myrtle arbours on the downs, 

The Faiiy Queen Proserpina 
This night by moonshine, leading merry rounds, 
Holds watch with sweet Love, 

Down the dale, up the hill. 

No plaints nor griefs may move 
Their holy vigil. 

All you that will hold watch with Love, 

The Fairy Queen Proserpina 

Will make you fairer than Diana’s dove. 

Roses red, lilies white. 

And the clear damask hue ; 

Shall on your cheeks alight. 

Love will adorn you. 

38* 
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All you that love ! or loved before ! 

The Fairy Queen Proserpina 
Bids you increase that loving humour more 1 
They that have not yet fed 
On delight amorous ; 

She vows that they shall lead 
Apes in Avemus. 


Canto secundo. 


|Hat fair pomp have I spied of glittering Ladies ; 
With locks sparkled abroad, ancWosy coronet 
On their ivory brows, trackt to the dainty thighs 
"WitlT robes like Amazons, blue as violet, 

With gold aiglets adorned, some in a changeable 
Pale ; with spangs wavering taught to be movable. 



Then those Knights that afar off with dolorous viewing. 

Cast their eyes hitherward : lo, in an agony 

All unbraced, cry aloud, their heavy state rueing: 

Moist cheeks with blubbering, painted as ebony 
Black ; their feltred hair tom with wrathful hand : 

And whiles astonied, stark in a maze they stand. 


But hark ! what merry sound ! what sudden harmony I 
Look ! look near the grove 1 where the Ladies do tread 
With their Knights the measures weighed by the melody. 
Wantons 1 whose traversing make men enamoured ; 

Now they fain an honour, now by the slender waist 
He must her aloft, and seal a kiss in haste. 



fJJJ:] SoUHETS ATTEK AsTXOPff£L &C. $97 

Straight down under a shadow for weariness they lie 
With pleasant dalliance, hand knit with arm in arm ; 
Now close, now set aloof, they gaze with an equal eye, 
Changing kisses alike ; straight with a false alarm, 
Mocking kisses alike, pout with a lovely lip. 

Thus drowned with jollities, their merry days do slip. 

But stay ! now I discern they go on a pilgrimage 
Towards Lovb*s holy land, fair Paphos or Cyprus. 

Such devotion is meet for a blithesome age ; 

With sweet youth, it agrees well to be amorous. 

Let old angry fathers lurk in an hermitage : 

Come, we*ll associate this jolly pilgrimage ! 


Canto tertio. 


H Y love bound me with a kiss 
That I should no longer stay : 
When I felt so sweet a bliss, 

I had less power to pass away. 
Alas ! that women do not know, 
Kisses make men loth to go. 


Canto quarto, 

H Ovb whbts the dullest wits, his plagues be such : 
But makes the wise by pleasing, dote as much. 
So Mat is purchased by this dire disease. 

0 let me dote! so Lovb be bent to please, 
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Canto quinto. 



Dat, a night, an hour of sweet content 
Is worth a world consumed in fretful care. 
Unequal gods I in your arbitrement ! 

To sort us days whose sorrows endless are ! 
And yet what were it ? as a fading flower ; 
To swim in bliss a day, a night, an hour. 


What plague is greater than the gpief of mind? 
The grief of mind that eats in every vein, 

In every vein that leads such clods behind. 

Such clods behind as breed such bitter pain. 

So bitter pain that none shall ^er find, 

What plague is greater than the grief of mind ? 


Doth sorrow fret thy soul ? O direful spirit ! 
Doth pleasure feed thy heart ? 0 blessed man I 
Hast thou been happy once ? O heavy plight 1 
Are thy mishaps forepast ? 0 happy then 1 
Or hast thou bliss in eld ? O bliss too late I 
But hast thou bliss in youth ? O sweet estate I 


FINIS. 



C O N TB VT- 
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Megliora spero. 






Action that ever dwells in Court where 
wit excels, 

Hath set defiance. 

Fortunb and Love have sworn that they 
were never born 
Of one alliance. 


Cupid which doth aspire to be god of Desire, 

Swears he ** gives laws ; 

That where his arrows hit, some joy, some sorrow it : 
Fortune no cause.” 


Fortune swears ” weakest hearts,” the books of Cupid’s arts, 
” turned with her wheel. 

Senseless themselves shall prove. Venture hath place in love. 
Ask them that feell ” 


This discord it begot atheists, that honour not. 
Nature thought good 

Fortune should ever dwell in Court where wits excel ; 
Love keep the wood. 


So to the wood went I, with Love to live and die. 
Fortune’s forlorn. 

Experience of my youth made me think humble Truth 
In deserts bom. 
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My saint I keep to me, and Joan herself is free, 

Joan fair and true I 

She that doth only move passions of love with Love. 
Fortune 1 adieu! 

FINIS. 

£. O. [ue. Edward db Verb, Earl of Oxford.] 


[The author of the following final poem in this Collection of N bwmam’I * 
first Quarto of 1591 ts not indicated.] 


P FLOODS of tears could cleanse my follies past 
And smokes of sighs might sacrifice for sin ; 

If groaning cries might salve my fault at last ; 
Or endless moan for error, pardon win : 

Then would I cry, weep, sigh, and ever 
moan 

Mine error, fault, sins, follies past and gone. 

I see my hopes must wither in their bud, 

I see my favours are no lasting flowers, 

1 see that words will breathe no better good 
Than loss of time, and lightning but at hours. 

Then when I see, then this I say therefore. 

That favours, hopes and words can blind no more. 

FINIS. 
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A True Relation of a Brave English 

Stratagem practised lately upon a sea town in Galicia^ one of 
the kingdoms in Spain; and most valiantly and success- 
fully performed by one English ship alone of thirty 
tons, with no more than 35 men in her. 

With two other remarkable Accidents between the 
English and Spaniards, to the glory 
of our Nation. 

Ou SHALL here, loving Countrymen ! receive 
a plain, full and perfect relation of a 
stratagem bravely attempted, resolutely 
seconded with bold English spirits, and by 
them as fortunately executed upon our 
enemies, the Spaniards : who, albeit upon 
what kingdom soever they once set but 
they write Plus ultra \ devouring it 
up in conceit, and feeding their greedy ambition that it is all 
their own. Yet this golden faggot of dominion may have 
many sticks plucked out of it, if cunning fingers go about to 
undo the band : as by this Galician enterprise may appear. 

A pregnant testimony hereby being given, that if the great 
wamors of the sea would join together, and thunder all along 
the Spanish coasts; the Castilian kingdoms might easily be 
shaken : when so poor a handful of our English being spread 
before one of their sea towns, was the forerunner of so terrible 
a storm to all the inhabitants. 

Such a brave mustering of all the gods of the Ocean into 
one coi^oined army, would quickly make the great Dons to 
alter their proud and insolent poesy of Non sufficit orhis, ** the 
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mrld is too little ** to fill their belly (when the Bast Indies 
lies upon one of their trenchers, and the West Indies upon 
another), yea, and compel them to dwell quietly at hotne in 
their own hot barren country of Spain; contented With a 
dinner of a few olives, a handful of raisins, and such poor 
trash : not intruding into other King’s territories (especially 
these fruitful ones of ours) to eat our fat beefs [oxen], veals 
[calves]^ muttons [sheep] and capons; victuals too good for such 
insatiable feeders, when whole countries — might they swallow 
down their fill — are nothing to be devoured at one meal. 

Come forth, therefore, you renowned English ! and by the 
example of a few countrymen of yours, plough up the funpws 
of your enemy’s seas ! and come home ladened, as we have 
done, with spoils, honours, victory and richly purchased prizes. 

Fear not to fight ! albeit five Kings bring their men of war 
into the field : for you have a Joshua [? Charles /.] to stand 
up in your defence, and to bid them to battle. 

And when you go to draw your swords, or to discharge youi 
carmon against the iron ribs of the Arniadas of this potent 
and bloody Enemy: pray unto the LORD toward the way of the 
city which he hath chosen ! and toward the house which in 
that place is built for His name ! and He in heaven will hear 
your prayers and supplications, and judge your cause ; and 
deliver these wild boars and bulls of Tarifa into' your toils. 

To arm you for action for your country, for your fames, for 
wealth, and the credit of your nation : whensoever it pleaseth 
GOD liiat you put to sea, may you be prosperous! and speed 
no worse than these have done! whose story 1 am now going 
to set down. 

One Captain Quailb, bom in Portsmouth, desiring to 
attempt something for the honour of England and the benefit 
of himself and followers : by the license and authority of those 
in England, who might give him leave; got a bark of Plymouth, 
which by him and his friends, was sufficiently furnished mtb 
men, victuals and munition. The bark being but of thirty 
tons, and the men in her to the number of 34 or 35. 

This captain and the resolute gang with him, went 
merrily to sea, and sailed to and fro ; without fastening on 
any purchase answerable to their expectation or defnmi^ 
such a chaige as they and their ship had been at. Their 
fortunes in England were not great, and if they should return 
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home without some exploits, their estates would be less. 
Hereupon, the Captain discovering his mind to his Lieutenant, 
whose name was Frost; they two, after consultation between 
themselves, persuaded the rest of their company to try their 
uttermost adventures rather than like cowards to go back : 
who, hearing the Captain’s resolution, were on fire to follow 
him through all dangers, happen whatsoever could. And so 
they clapped hands upon this desperate bargain, yet protesting 
and seriously vowing not to turn pirates ; thereby to make 
booty either of their own countrymen or friends to the State. 

Good hope thus, and a prosperous wind filling their sails ; 
they hovered along the coast of Galicia, which lies upon the 
head of Portugal to the northward. passing by which, 
the ship being clear [ ? of enemies] and tfs shores quiet ; the 
Captain commanded them to cast anchor tnfore a certain town 
called Cris, which had a platform or fort^ with ordnance to 
defend it. And this was done at noon day. 

Then he, being perfect in the French tongue, wrote a letter 
in that language to the Governor or Captain of the fort, 
importing thus much. “ That they were poor distressed 
Frenchmen, driven thither by some Turkiah^en of War; and 
dying to them (as to their friends) for suckur : pretending 
their greatest want to be wood for firing, anJ fresh water to 
relieve them. Of both which necessaries, ^hey knew that 
place to be abundantly stored ; and for which ^hey would give 
any reasonable content.” Thus riding at anchor in sight of 
the town, and their cock-boat being lost in a storm ; they had 
no other device to convey the letter to the Spanish Commander, 
than by sending a sailor upon an empty hogshead, with an 
oar in his hand to guide him to land ; he being very skilful 
both in French, and in swimming. 

The Spaniards seeing a man making to them in that 
strange manner, thought verily they were men distressed 
indeed: and thereupon manning out a skiff to meet and 
receive him, they took him in. 

The letter spake his business to the Spanish Captain, who 
talking further in French to the mariner, and being thereupon 
certainly assured of their distress; determined to sell to them 
such commodities as they wanted at as dear a rate as he 
could : and for that purpose commanded another skiff to be 
mdnu^ out with certain Spaniards; who, suspecting nothing. 
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hastened to go aboard the Pinnace, with their Captain in 
company. 

In the meantime, Captain Quails had shut his portholes 
close and hid his oi^nance ; discovering not above five men 
above the hatches, who seemed to carry sickly faces and weak 
bodies, and were all unarmed. The Spaniards were jo 3 rfully 
embraced and welcomed. Such poor victuals as they haia 
aboard, were with arguments of much love set before them. 
Holland cheeses were cut in the middle ; and such wine and 
beer offered them, as they were furnished with. 

This entertainment carrying away all suspicion with it : 
Captain Quails invited the Spanish Captain and the rest of 
his company to his cabin. In passing into which, the Spanish 
commander espied M piece of ordnance : at which, starting 
back, and, not halt well pleased, demanding why it lay 
there ; " Quails Excused it and said that it was all the 
protection they carried about them to defend them from 
dangers : ’* and so, with much cunning as he could, he drew 
by compliment and disguised fair language all the Spaniards 
into his cabin. Whither with good words he welcomed them, 
and saluted then with cans of wine : which, while they were 
tossing — albeit me Spaniard is the most temperate drinker 
in the world — Captain Quails, with his foot giving a knock 
for more; that sign of the foot was a watchword to fetch up all 
mariners. Whf , crying ** St. George ! ” appeared in their full 
number, every man armed with a charged pistol and a short 
sword drawn in his hand. 

The Spaniards, astonished at this unexpected surprisali 
seeing no remedy, 3 delded themselves ; and so were all taken 
prisoners : an assurance being given them by the English 
Captain— upon the oath of a soldier (his honour) and the 
faith of an Englishman (which to an enemy he scorns to 
break)— -that not a Spaniard there should be in any dan^ 
for his life, so they would be quiet and silent ; otherwise 
death! 

Certain fishermen were all this while round about them, at 
their labour ; yet perceived nothing. 

With all speed therefore that possiblv could be used, 
Captain Quails and his Lieutenant, making their prisoners 
sure; manned out the two Spanish skiffs with his English 
ftm^eteers : evei:^ one of them lying down in the skiffs flsi 
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on his belly ; none that might be mistrusted being seen, but 
such only as rowed the two skiffs. 

Then, iinth great circumspection (attended upon by a 
resolution to meet death face to face) they landed themselves ; 
and, active as fire, suddenly, with little or no danger at all, 
surprised the platform, and, with the same dexterity, were 
masters of the fort. For the act being quick as lightning, so 
amazed the Spaniards: that it took from them all apprehen- 
sion not only of fear, but of prevention or acknowledgment 
of that danger which trod upon their heels. So that Captain 
Quailb, what with his own success and the others' astonish- 
ment, in a short time, and without resistance, seized upon 
the ordnance of the platform, which turning and discharging 
upon the town, and his own bark likewise giving fire to her 
pieces on the other side : away ran the people, to the number 
of two hundred persons, besides women and children. At 
the noise of these sudden terrors, the fishermen likewise, 
cutting their nets, hastened as fast as they could to the 
shore ; having more care to save themselves than to catch any 
fish. And so the people fiying up into the country, the 
town was left naked, and let to new landlords. 

Who, meeting no Spaniards willing to be their tenants ; 
and the Englishmen themselves being loth to tarry among 
such bad neighbours : they rifled both the fort and the town, 
and had the pillaging of both for eight hours together. In 
which time, they hurried to their ship an3^hing that was of 
value : and besides the abundance of much riches ; they 
brought away the ordnance of the fort, the bell out of the 
church, and the chalice. And so, without wrong to their 
peiBons, putting their Spanish prisoners into their own skiffs; 
to shore they sent them : with a warlike triumphing farewell 
from their own pieces; and are now with much honour 
arrived in England. 

If this example, noble Countrymen 1 cannot give you 
sufficient encouragement: do but look back into the former 
ages, and take a brief survey what honourable attempts, 
exploits, undertakings and stratagems have in foreim 
countries been enterprized and achieved by the Engliw. 
Wben brave ohn of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, &c., being 
bat a subject, without borrowing or charging of the King's 
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treasures ; out of his own purse and coffers* and asdsted by 
his friends and such voluntary gentlemen as craved depen- 
dence upon his fortunes, without press or compelling any 
man, beating up his drums, levied so sufficient an army that 
with it he conquered all Spain, removed the usurper and 
reinstated the expulsed Don Pedro: and after by inter- 
changeable marriages, made himself and successive issue, 
competitors and allies to the Crown and Dignity Imperiah 

Of what honours our nation have purchased from the 
French, even their own Chronicles without the flatteiy of 
ours, give ample and sufficient testimony. Witness the 
battles of Poitiers and Cressy, fought by ''the Invin^ble 
Soldier *’ (for the great terror, which he brought into France) 
called the Black Prince; who, with inimitable Falour, 
courage undaunted, and expedition almost beyond human 
apprehension, against infinite odds, and nothing in his own 
party to encourage him, save want of numbers and disadvan- 
tage of place : yet notwithstanding, not^only disrouted their 
mighty armies, killing many and defeating all, but brought 
the King, Dauphin, and all the Prince Peers of the land, 
prisoners, and presented them at the feet of his father. 

The Scotch King, taking the advantage of the King of 
England then being in France, who lay at Calais ; made 
inroads and excursions into this land : whom the Queen 
Philippa — ^then destitute of all her nobility and gentry, as 
being then with the King her husband in France — met with 
an army of priests, husbandmen, artificers and some few 
gentlemen ; gave him battle, vanquished his army, took him 
prisoner, and added one thing more to the eternising of her 
husband’s and son’s famous and renowned valours. 

1 omit the CTcat battle fought by Henry V. at Agincourt, 
with many others : and lest 1 be taxed of [with] too great a 
digression, return to the former discourse; by me promised, 
and I make no question by you expected. 

In Lisbon, not long since, a young merchant, who for 
divers respects desires to have his name concealed, being in 
the company of certain Dons, and falling into discourse 
about the valour of several nations, they so far exceeded in 
the hyperboles of their own praise, that they blushed not to 
affirm that one Spaniard was able to beat two Bngliiiiiiien 
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out of the field, which they in their braggadesme {brag^ 
gadocio] enforced so far; that though the rest were silent, this 
young gentleman, not able to conceal a true English spirit, 
alter some retort of language, there made a protestation, 
**That if it pleased the Governor to give him leave, he 
himself would undertake (making choice of his weapon) to 
fight singly against three of the proudest champions they 
could produce against him.*’ To cut off circumstance ; the 
challenge was accepted. The Governor prepared the com- 
batants, with the time and place appointed. A great 
confluence of people assembled : where one young merchant^ 
amed only with his sword and a Spanish pike, in the lists 
appeared, who by the three adversaries was boldly and 
resolutely charged. But GOD and his good cause defended 
him so well, that the combat continued not long till one of 
them he had laid dead at his foot ; and having received from 
them some few scratches with the loss of a small quantity of 
blood and without danger, he so actively and resolutely 
behaved himself against the survivors that they, after divers 
wounds from him received, began to quail in their former 
courage and hght more faintly and further 6ff: which the 
Governor perceiving, commanded the combat to cease, and 
withal to guard the Englishman from the fuiy of the 
displeased multitude who could have found in their hearts to 
have plucked him in pieces. There calling him up to him, 
conveyed him safe to his heuse and, after much commenda- 
tion of his valour, very nobly secured him to his ship ; wishing 
him for his own safety to be seen no more ashore: whose* 
counsel he followed ; and since with much envy from th^m 
and great honour to us, he is arrived in his own country. 

I desire to be tedious in nothing, but will acquaint you 
with another exploit ; no less remarkable than the former, 
performed in the beginning of this last month,* April : and 
thus it was. 

A worthy gentleman, one Captain Warner, with two small 
Pinnaces, was bound towards some part of the West Indies : 
ne^er of them being of above thirty tons burthen. He, being 

• It is dear from this, that this tract was written in Msiy, 1626. The 
ftuefoing incident is a confused and inaccurate account 'of R. Peeks’s 
' brave act, which will be found, narrated by himself, on pages 621-645. 

Cjn. I. 39 
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thus at sea, was chased by a tall Man of War, a Duokirker 
[cowitfi^^ from Dunkirk] ; who came towards them, as if she 
meant to overrun them at once and buiy their ruins 
in the bottom of the ocean. Which Warner perceiving, 
pretended to make away with one of his Pinnaces; as if he 
purposed to save a stake, and leave the other to the enemy’s 
fuiy and spoils. The Dunkirker, not able to fasten on both 
at once, took the advantage of the first; intending when he 
had seized her to make like prize of the other: hails her, 
boards her ; his sailors and soldiers, being all greedy of booty, 
neglect their own ship; only bus3ring themselves in the rifling 
of the other, where 1 leave them all busy at work. » 

Which Warner perceiving, and not willing to slack so good 
an opportunity, takes advantage of the wind, suddenly casteth 
about [tacks] and seizeth upon the Dunkirk’s ship, whose 
men were, most of them, aboard the other pinnace; boards 
her, takes her, mans her: and now being armed with her 
strength ; commands both his other Pinnace and all the 
enemies aboard her. By which stratagem, he not only 
ransomed his own, but subdued his enemies; made prize both 
of ship and goods, and took all the men pi isoners. A noble 
enooun^ment to all the brave captains and commanders of 
our nation to try to imitate him in his resolution and valour. 

And thus, worthy Countrymen! you see that notwithstanding 
the proud braves [bravados] of the Public Enemy, their 
scandals and calumnies with all the aspersions of disgrace 
that their malice can devise, to cast upon our Kingdom and 
country; maugre their invasions threatened on land or their 
naval triumphs boasted at sea : how the great Creator of all 
things (in whose sight pride, vainglory and ambition are 
abominable) can when He pleases, by the hand of the young 
man David stoop the stiff neck of the strongest Goliath. 
^d, noble countiymen! may these few encouragements pot 
into you the ancient courage of your ancestors; whose 
memories through all seas, nations and languages, have been 
and ever shall be sacred to all posterities. Now is the time 
of acting, uid to show yourselves as you have been ever 
held and esteemed; brave in attempting, and bold in peri 
forming. And so, without question, your expeditions shall 
be succMsful, as the fame of your virtues immortal*^ 


FINIS 
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Love Posies. 


The manuscript in which this Collection is found, was written 
about 1596. 


There is no smart 
Qan turn my heart 
IMl never be his, 
Whose ring this is. 

A small remembrance. 
Take me up, as I. 
There is a time. 

As black as a cony. 
You wot what I wish. 
Delayed too long. 
Never fainthearted. 

A foe, where you hate. 
Mirth means wells. 

A better were fitter. 

1 am not glad, 

If you be sad. 

As true in love, 

As turtle-dove. 

So able, as willing 
Faithful am I, 

So will I die. 

Respect my mind. 

And not my gift 
I require. 

But you retire. 

I will not refuse thee^ 
TUI life refuse me. 


[HarL MS, € 910 .] 
Though a gift be small, 

Yet goodwill is aU. 

I give it thee 
To think on me. 

Sith hands are tied with hearts 
consent 

Let only death the knot prevent 

Your mouse am 1, 

So 1 will die. 

Thoughts keep me waking. 
Farewell ! till then. 

Chastity is a jewel 
A mite for a million. 

No revel runs riot 
It is done, what then ? 

Wilt thou ? whit not 1 ? 

A token to present 
The absent. 

In thee my choice, 

I do rejoice. 

A token of my goodwill 
Rather die, 

Than faith deny. 

Chastity, my felicity. 

I love no honey. 

A friend's gift. 

Wear this for a remembrance; 
39* 
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Not the gift, 
fiat the giver. 

I present the absent 
Too light to requite. 

1 live I, if not I die. 

As brown as a berry. 

The hidden flame bumeth hottest 
Your constancy 
Is my felicity. 

Hope is my only comfort 
Forgetfulness breeds disdain. 

No chance shall alter mind. 

As faithful, as friendly. 

Accept my goodwill 
Hold, lest I fall 

0 slay not I 

As you find, so use. 

. Wantons waver ! 

A New Year's toy. 

1 would if 1 might 
Love lives in loyalty. 

Accept my gift in loyalty. 

Accept roy gift in goodwill 
Desert deserveth. 

Deserve and then desire. 

Happy choice is my secret joy. 

I frivour, as 1 find. 

In time, or never. 

Desire, what love may require. 

I require, 

But you retire. 

I hope to see 
You yield to me. 

If I may stay, 

Paai one day. 


Let me find thee 
In one agree. 

Disdain not me ! 

That am happy in thee. 

Death strike ! if 
She show spite. 

0 happy time ! 

When you yield mine. 

My troubled head 
Wisheth you his bed. 

A friend to one, 

Enemy to none. 

Not the gold, but the giver 
My love is sure, 

Firm to endure. 

If you will me love, 

1 will it quiclfjy prove. 

Never fear to love. 

We join our hearts in GOD. 
Faithful to one, 

And faithless to none. 

A friend to the end. 

Whilst I breathe, I hope. 
Yours by desert 
More for remembrance. 

Than for recompense. 

To thee, a friend in all 
Keep secret for me. 

As I love, so 1 like. 

Fancy flattereth me. 

If thou be well, all is well 
No beauty without virtue. 

All my wits die in your decay. 
It is pain to part 
Firm faith flourisheth. 

As you find me, so use M 
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My heart is yours. 

Youn in heart 

Let virtue be thy guide. 

Love and obey. 

Advised choice, admits no change. 
My joy I do enjoy. 

Love and Fortune’s best conclu- 
sion. 

My choice is made, I am con- 
^ tent 

Away ; you hurt me. 

Disdain doubleth death. 

Desire hath set my heart on fire. 
Last but best 
I mourn till then, 

I know not when. 

Sweet 1 wipe thine eyes I 
I am fast bound his, 

That gave me this. 

The yoke of friendship. 

Dally, but do it not 1 
Faith flattereth not 
Caught and content 
Seal me in thy heart I 
With hope, my mind is eased. 
Goodwill is worth goodwill 
By me to thee. 

Not mine but thine. 

As promise doth bind, 

Be faithful and kind. 

This ring is round and hath no 
tod, 

So is my love unto my friend 
If you deny, my heart will die. 

If you deny, 1 wish to die. 


Posies. fn$ 

1 wish my faith could ^cy 
please. 

With hope my mind is eased. 

Forget not him that thinks on 
you. 

It is good to fish in tune. 

GOD’S providence is my inherit- 
ance. 

Continue you, for I am true. 

The end of my hope. 

To me be true, as I to ypu. 

A constant mind, 1 hope to find. 
My choice, no change can like. 
Love envieth not. 

Redeem the time. 

Your faith is my freedom. 

Mine eye is pleased, 

Mmc heart is eased. 

Not so able, as willing. 

Let pity plead my suit ! 

Naked truth is the anchor of 
credit. 

Careful to comfort thee. 

In trust, be just 1 
Though not rich, yet content 
Link love with liking. 

Stand to your tackling 1 
Finish my desire I 
My constancy continued, 

May not be removed 
I choose not you, in hope to 
change. 

Love is a trouble. 

As GOD decreed, so we afpeed. 
One pleased, both eased 
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Tnie love hath led my heart to 
choose. 

My heart is dead, if you refuse. 
As fidthlul to thee, as may be. 

1 ytm to be thine 1 

Long wished, at last obtained. 

By desert worthy Of praise. 
Restless I live. 

Loathing life yet living death. 

My secret hope in time may hap. 
No lack where love. 

Pity his part, 

Who presenteth thee his heart 
Let love prevail, 

TQl death doth fail. 

Let not absence forget fnendship. 
Death is gain, life is pain. 

Let love increase ! 

When fortune firowneth. 

Then love is changed. 

The pledge of her remembrance. 
Bold force overcometh high 
things. 

Together, and for ever. 

Blessed are the dead 
That die in the LORD. 

Be true tiU death 
Doth take thy breath. 

Wherever I be. 

Think on me. 

Friends fail, but GOD never. 

Let no man part that GOD hath 
joined. 

Nothing but GOD above 
Can piurt my love. 

No good oometh of fdtenett. 


The courteous person will say 
well 

Ever, or never. 

My rejoicing is repentance. 
Yours, or not his own. 

If virtue thou embrace, 

Thou needs must fear disgrace. 

No friend to faith in sickness or 
health. 

My faith unfeigned, my friend 
shall And. 

Requite my love. 

Remit my love. 

GOD guide the hand, 

Whereon I stand. 

Experientia daqft. 

Bought wit is best 
Out of sight, out of mind. 

Time trieth all things. 

Time tarrieth no man. 

By faith I live, and faith I give. 
O that I were as able as willingl 
Speak well, or else be mute. 
What joy to a contented mind ? 
Live in love without mislike. 

The man that receiveth wellf 
fareth not ill. 

No labour lost in doing well 
A quiet wife prolongeth life, 
live well, and die never ; 

Die well, and live ever. 

Repentance deserveth pardon 
GOD made my choice, 

To cause my j^. 

Fancy is fickle. 
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Change not thy chosen fnend i 
Mutual consent in love affords 
happy content in life. 

That want denies* goodwill sup- 
plies. 

My body heartless, my grief end- 
less. 

Live, love and die 
In f^th and constancy. 

As promise doth bind thee, 
let me find thee. 

Gold pure, love a friend sure ! 

A merry heart is life. 

1 give it thee 
To think on me. 

As you find me, so use me ! 

I wish you joy. 

Nothing but to be. 

Let patience conquer grief 1 

A merry heart, 

Puts by smart. 

I would I were 
With you, my Dear I 

1 would be glad, 

If you I had. 

If so 1 may, 

I will not say “ Nay.’* 

I have done. 

If you yield not soon. 

^pent is time, 

And you not mine 1 

Remember me, 

As 1 do thee. 

If you be pleased. 

My heart is eased. 

Thy dbath is mine, 

My life is thine. 


That love hath wrought 
Is dearly bought. 

There is no pain 
To love in vain. 

No heart can starve. 

Where love doth carve. 

Good luck shall be my lot 
The end doth try a faithful friend. 
Take in good part 
My loving heart * 

When this you see, 

Remember me ! 

Love not for ^ain. 

True dealing is plain. 

Glad for your goodwill, 

Sad for [your] ill. 

Better dead, than doubtful. 

In trial trusty. 

Far off, yet not forgot 
Remember me, as I love thee. 
When you see this. 

Wish me a kiss. 

I rest in hope, and time. 

Your stay, my wound. 

I am constant, and love ever. 

No bravery to beauty. 

Reward desert 
Hope, heart’s handmaid. 

I live to love. 

Try as gold. 

Fear to be bold. 

Cast my deserts ! 

Pity my passion ! 

Consent is sweet 
Be resolute till death ! 

Now, or never I 
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If once, for ever 1 
This, srith me. 

Remember your friend I 
Love to be loved ! 

To me have regard, 

And with love me reward. 
Suppose you love me ! 

Yours to command. 

Oh, that I might ! 

Do not to repent 
And 80 to be shent 
My affection is my affliction. 
Firm friendship flourisheth. 

Help many, hurt not any. 
Mistrust not the true 1 

A friend to hold, 

Is better than gold. 

A friend to find, 

No time unbind. 

1 joy to find, 

A constant mind. 

In silence I sorrow. 

Advised choice is void of change. 
In heart I him grave. 

His love-knot this gave. 

In my choice, 

I do rejoice. 

As joined in one, 

So joy in one. 

One quiet ; both happy. 

Stand fast in faith I 
Love and fear GOD ! 

GOD bath appointed, I am con- 
tent 

No earthly voice 
Shall chai^ my choice* 


Never inconstant 
Continue fiuthfiil 1 
Rather death, than fidse of fiuth. 
Be faithful and loving. 

Homely choice and happy joy. 
In GOD is my trust 
True love is the bond of peace. 
Keep faith till death I 
No hell to a dissembler. 

If part, I pine. 

No joy to heaven. 

Your perfect friend 
Till ground have end. 

Love unloved, labour ill lost 
Time shall tell thee, 

How much rtove thee I 
Your wrong, my grief. 

No bliss so sweet as this. 

Let not the guiltless mourn I 
My joy consisteth in hope. 
Poverty preventeth me. 

Myself and mine are only thine. 

My hue doth show 
My mistress' woe. 

Better never, if not ever. 

I mourn with silence. 

Contented with my hidden hap. 
Heigh ho ! 

Tread off my toe I 
Beauty is brave, 

If love thou have. 

Let virtue guide I 
Your goodness, my happanes^. 
A pretty thing for a maadea . 
Hard heart 1 adieui * I 
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In nlenoe, youn ! 

I see and say nothing. 

Until death I 
Twixt life and death. 

Silent sorrow. 

Love is truth 
Life in death. 

Still in hope. 

My faith is firm. 

Waiter not 1 

To thee, a friend in all 
Absent I am but for a time. 

And will you not 
Fall to my lot ? 

If I hap ill, 

My hope I spill 

Seldom seen is soon forgot 

When I was fit, 

1 could not sit 
He meant you his, 

1 sent you this. 

One to one 
Is match alone. 

Give him his due, 

That is so true 1 
Denials breed my smart. 

Not too last 
But to last 

Slow but sure. 

Hap what may, 

I list not stay. 

And why not 1 ? if thou agree. 
1 die if thou deny. 

Hm at kit, 
what shah 


PosxhS« 

Fear GOD ! love will live threr. 

I nought do crave 
But you to have. 

Outward shape. 

Doth reason hate, 

\^liere faith doth abide 
There love doth guide. 

Faith absent desires content 

Each good thix^g 
From GOD dodi spring. 

No fiiendlier rednmpense 
Than true obedieXce. 

True love with cominuance 
Keeps diis in remembrance. 

Thou hast my heart, and shall. 

A knot-knit love. 

My words I myself 1 

Yours at midnight, take this in 
hand. 

No longer life 
Than faithful wife. 

I hope my good will help my 
grief. 

Be true in heart 
Till death depart ! 

[i.e. part from oh* another,^ 

Let not your heart 
From your love start I 

I like, 1 love, I live content, 

1 made my choice not to repent 

A pledge that binds 
Two hearts, two minds. 

My ring a toy. 

My wife my joy. 

Fides tua, mea. 

A gage to love. 

Not to remove. ^ • 



6t8 Love 

1 ttiU rejmce 
In my fot dioice. 

Obey and command 1 
IHeld and conquer ! 

Pari Jugo, dulcis tracius. 

Be fButhful and loving I 
Believe and live 1 
One and all, and one is all 
Retire unstained I 
Oh / quando / , 

No more of tl^t I 
Say, but 8wea« not ! 

1 may not, if I would. 

For virtue, and not for wealth. 

I may and will not. 

Come, kiss me daintily 1 
One to one I wish alone. 

Climb not too high I 
Thought is dear bought 

My mind 1 frame 
To bear no blame. 

Unity increaseth amity. 

Hate not any I 
Lest hated of many. 

Never dread to love a maid I 

The summer is gay 
For maids to play. 

The shoe maketh me woo. 
Once chosen, never changing. 
No wealth to well content 
Refine not fiiendly fiutht 
The heart that is thine, 

I would it were mine. 

If 1 deserve, 1 ought to have. 
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I piay you give my heut igiw I 

That is desired of many. 

Is hardly kept of any. 

Faint heart delayeth too long. 

I like where I dare not love. 

Are you content? 

I yield consent 1 

Know thyself I 
Keep a mean 1 
Restraint augments desire. 

I serve in secret 
Dread no doubleness I 
Be quick and ready I 
Pity my passions 1 
Bent to content 
My gain is grief. 

Record my love ! 

I am glad it likes yoiu 

The want of thee. 

Is grief to me. 

Your consent. 

My content 

As joined to thee. 

So joy in me. 

Thy pitiless heart 
Hath wrought my smart 

Resolve my doubts 1 
Death only shall separate. 

Live and enjoy 1 

Let constant love content 1 

Hope helpeth grief 

Your laithful friend unto the end 

Once mine, always thine 1 
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Yours ever though never. 

No recompense, but remem- 
brance. 

My joy consisteth in hope. 

Two bodies, one heart 
I receive it thanklully. 

Think on the giver ! 

As I deserve, so 1 desire. 
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No time altereth me. 

Time trieth truth. 

For ever or never. 

A friend’s gift 
Still in hope 1 

Good hope upholds the heart 

True love alone 
Jobs two in one. 


Love Posies. 
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Fit I fie on blind fancy I 
It hinders youth’s joy. 
Fair virgins learn by me. 
To count love a toy. 



Hen Love learned first the A. B. C. of delight, 
And knew no figures nor conceited phrase ; 

He simply gave to due desert her right : 

He led not lovers in dark winding ways. 

He plainly willed to love, or fiatly answered ** No 1 " 
But now who lists to prove, shall find it nothing so. 
Fie ! fie then on fancy ! 

It hinders youth’s joy. 

Fair vii^gins learn by me. 

To count love a toy. 


For since he learned to use the poet’s pen. 

He learned likewise with smoothing words to feign : 
Witching chaste ears with trothless tongues of men ; 
And wronged faith with falsehood and disdain. 

He gives a promise now, anon he sweareth ** No I '* 
Who listeth for to prove, shall find his changing so. 
Fie 1 fie then on fancy I 
It hinders youth’s joy. 

Fair virgins learn by me, 

To count love a toy. 


Three to One. 

Being an English-Spanish combat performed 
by a Western Gentleman of Tavistock 
in Devonshire, with an English quarterstaif, 
against three Spaniards [at once] with rapiers 
and poniards; at Sherries IJTeresJ in Spain, 
the 15th day of November 1625: 
in the presence of Dukes, Condes, Marquises, 
and other great Dons of Spain ; being 
the Council of War. 

The author of this book, and the 
actor in this encounter ; 

R[ichard] Peeke. 



Printed at London for L T. and are 
to be sold at his shop. 
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THE KING’S 

MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

Gracious Sovereign, 

F I were again in Spain, I should think no happiness 
on earth so great as to come into England ; and at 
your royal feet, to laydown the story of my dangers 
and peregrination: which 1 tell, as a late sea- 
wrecked man, tossed and beaten with many misfortunes; 
yet, setting my weary body at last on a blessed shore: my 
hands now lay hold on your altar, which is to me a sanctuary. 
Here 1 am safe in harbopr. 

That psalm of kingly David, which I sang in my Spanish 
captivity, 

When aswesaU in Babylon &c, [Psal. cxxxvii.] 

I have now changed to another tune ; saying, with the same 
prophet, 

Great is Thy mer^ towards me, 0 LORD I for Thou hast 
delivered my soul from the lowest grave / [Psal. xvi. i6.] 
And, as your Majesty hath been graciously pleased both to let 
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your poor soldier and subject behold your royal person, and 
to hear him speak in his rude language : so if your Majesty 
vouchsafe to cast a princely eye on these his unhandsome 
papers: new sunbeams shall spread over him, and put a 
quickening soul into that bosom, which otherwise must want 
life for want of comfort. Those graces from your excellent 
clemency already received being such, that I am ashamed 
and sorry not to have endured and to have done more in 
foreign countries for the honour of Yours : when from so high 
a throne, my Sovereign deigns to look down on a creature so 
unworthy, whose life he prostrates before your Highness. 

Ever resting Your Maiest}’s 

Most humble and lo} al subject, 

Richard Pebeb. 
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BEING 

AN ENGLISH-SPANISH COMBAT. 

[OviNG Countrymen ! Not to weary you 
[ with long preambles, unnecessary for you 
to read and troublesome for me to set 
down ; I will come roundly to the matter : 
entreating you, not to cast a malicious 
eye upon my actions nor rashly to 
condemn them, nor to stagger in your 
opinions of my performance ; since I am 
ready with my life to justify what I set down, the truth of 
this relation being warranted by noble proofs and testimonies 
not to be questioned. 

I am a Western man; Devonshire my country, and 
Tavistock my place of habitation. 

I know not what the Court of a King means, nor what the 
fine phrases of silken Courtiers are. A good ship 1 know, and 
a poor cabin ; and the language of a cannon : and therefore 
as my breeding has been rough, scorning delicacy; and my 
present being consisteth altogether upon the soldier (blunt, 
plain and unpolished) so must my writings be, proceeding 
from fingers fitter for the pike than the pen. And so, kind 
Countrymen 1 1 pray you to receive them. 

Neither ought you to expect better from me, because I am 
but the chronicler of my own stoiy. 

After I had seen the beginning and end of the Algiers* 
voyage ; 1 came home somewhat more acquainted with the 
world, but little amended in estate : my body more wasted 
and yeather-beaten ; but my purse, never the fuller, nor my 
pockets thicker lined. 

Then the drum beating up for a new expedition, in which 
Mfre, OWE. 1. 4^ 
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many noble gentlemen and h^roical spirits were to venture 
their honours, lives and fortunes ; cables could not hold me : 
for away 1 would, and along I vowed to go ; and did so. 

The design opening itself at sea for Cadiz, proud I was to 
be employed there; where so many gallants and English 
worthies did by their examples encourage the common 
soldiers to honourable darings. 

The ship I went in was called the Convertine^ one of the 
Navy Royal. The captain, Thomas Portar. 

On the two and twentieth day of October, being a 
Saturday, 1625 ; our fleet came into Cadiz, about three o*clock 
in the afternoon : we, being in all, some 110 sail. r, 

The Saturday night, some sixteen sail of the Hollanders, 
and about ten White Hall Men (who in England are called 
Colliers) were commanded to hght against the Castle of 
Punthal, standing three miles from Cadiz: who did so 
accordingly; and discharged in that service, at the least, 
1,600 shot. . 

On the Sunday morning following, the Earl of Essex going 
up very early, and an hour at least before us, to the fight; 
commanded our ship, the Convertine, being of his squadron, 
to follow him : the Castle playing hard and hotly upon his 
Lordship. 

Captain Portar and the Master of our ship whose name 
is Master Hill, having upon sight of so fierce an encounter 
an equal desire to do something worthy of themselves and 
their country ; came up so close to the Castle as possibly men 
in such a danger either could or durst adventure, and there 
fought bravely. The Castle bestowed upon us a hot salutation 
(and well becoming our approach) with bullets ; whose first 
shot killed three of our men, passing through and through 
our ship ; the second killed four ; and the third two more at 
least; with great spoil and batteiy [battering] to our ship: the 
last shot fiying so close to Captain Portar that with the 
windage of the bullet, his very hands had almost lost the 
sense of feeling, being struck into a sudden numbness. 

Upon this. Captain Portar perceiving the danger we attd 
our ship were in, commanded a number of us to get upon the 
upper deck ; and with our small shot [musketry jwe] to tiy ff 
yrt could not force the cannoniers from their or^ance. 

We presently advanced ourselves, fell close to our wotk 
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and plied them with pellets [bidleU], In which hot and 
dangerous service, one Master William Jewbll behaved 
iiimself both manly and like a noble soldier, expressing 
much valour, ability of body, and readiness : with whom and 
some few more (I, among the rest) stood the brunt which 
continued about three hours. 

Our ship lay all this while with her starboard side to the 
fort ; which beat us continually with at least two hundred 
muskets, whose bullets flew so thick that our shrouds were ' 
tom in pieces, and our tacklings rent to nothing : and when 
she came off, there were to be seen flve hundred bullets, at 
the least, sticking in her side. 1, for my part (without vain- 
gioxy be it spoken) discharged at this time, some threescore 
and ten shot ; as they recounted to me, who charged my pieces 
for me. 

In the heat of this fight. Sir William Saint Leger, whether 
called up by my Lord of Essex or coming of himself I know 
not, seeing us so hardly beset ; and that we had but few shot 
upon our deck in regard of the enemy’s numbers which played 
upon us : came, with a valiant and noble resolution, out of 
another ship into ours; bringing some forty soldiers with him. 
Who there with us, renewed a second fight as hot or hotter 
than the former: where in this fight, one of our bullets 
[cannon-halls] was shot into the mouth of a Spanish cannon ; 
where it sticketh fast and putteth that roarer to silence. 

Upon this bravery, they of the fort began to wax calmer 
and cooler : and in the end, most part of their gunners being 
slain, gave over shooting; but yielded not the fort until 
night. 

Whilst this skirmish continued, a company of Spaniards 
within the castle, by the advantage of a wall whose end 
jutted out, they still as they discharged retired behind it, 
saving themselves and extremely annoying us : I removed 
into the forecastle of our ship, and so plied them with 
hailshot, that they forsook their stand. 

What men on our own part were lost by their small shot I 
cannot well remember, but sure I am, not very many : yet the 
Spaniards afterwards before the Governor of Cadix, comessed 
they Ipst about fifty; whose muskets they cast into a well 
tmause [ffi order Uuit] our men should not use them, tixrowing 
the dead bodies in after* 40 ^ 
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My hurts and bruises here received, albeit they were neither 
many nor dangerous, yet were they such that when the fight 
was done; many gentlemen in our ship, for my encouragement* 
gave me money. 

During this battle the Hollanders and White Hall Men, 
you must think, were not idle ; for their great pieces went off 
continually from such of their ships as could conveniently 
discharge their fire, because our ship lay between them and 
the fort : and they so closely plied their work that at this 
battery, were discharged from their ordnance, at least four 
thousand bullets [cannon balls]. 

The castle being thus quieted, though as yet not yielded ; ^e 
Earl of Essex, about twelve at noon, landed his regiment 
close by the fort, the Spaniards looking over the walls to 
behold them. Upon the sight of which, many of those 
within the castle (to the number of six score) ran away ; we 
pursuing them with shouts, halloings and loud noises, and 
now and then a piece of ordnance overtook some of the 
Spanish hares, and stayed them from runfiiog further. 

Part of our men being thus landed, they marched up not 
above a slight [musket) shot off, and there rested themselves. 
Then, about six at night, the castle yielded upon composition 
to depart with their arms and colours flying, and no man to 
offend them ; which was performed accordingly. 

The Captain of the fort, his name was Don Francisco 
Bustamentb; who, presently upon the delivery, was carried 
aboard the Lord General’s ship, where he had a soldierly 
welcome : and the next day, he and all his company were put 
over to Puerto Real upon the mainland, because they should 
not go to Cadiz, which is an island. 

On the Monday [October 24th j, having begun early in 
the morning ; all our forces, about noon, were landed : and 
presently marched up to a bridge between Punthal and Cadiz. 
In going up to which, some of our men were unfortunately 
and unmanly surpris^; and before they knew their own 
danger, had there their throats cut. Some had their brains 
beaten out with the stocks of muskets; others, their noses 
diced off; whilst some heads were spumed up and down 
the streets like footballs ; and some ears worn in scorn in 
Spanidi hats. For when I was in prison in Cadiz, whither 
some oi these Spanish ficaroa [robbers] were brought 
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in for fl3ring; from the castle, I was an eyewitness of 
Englishmen’s ears being worn in that despiteful manner. 

what the forces being on shore did or how far they went 
up I cannot tell, for I was no land soldier ; and therefoie 
all that while kept aboard. Yet about twelve o’clock, when 
they were marched out of sight, I (knowing that other 
Englishmen had done the like, the very same day) ventured 
on shore likewise, to refresh myself: with my sword only 
by my side; because I thought that the late storms 
had beaten all the Spaniards in, and therefore I feared no 
danger. 

• On therefore I softly walked, viewing the desolation of 
such a place : for I saw nobody. Yet I had not gone far 
from the shore, but some Englishmen were come even almost 
to our ships; and from certain gardens had brought with 
them many oranges and lemons. The sight of these 
sharpened my stomach the more to go on ; because I had 
a desire to present some of those fruits to my Captain. 
Hereupon I demanded of them, ** what danger there was in 
going? ” They said, ** None, but that all was hushed; and 
not a Spaniard stirring.” We parted ; they to the ships, I 
forward. 

And before I had reached a mile, I found (for all their 
talking of no danger) three Englishmen stark dead ; being 
slain, lying in the way, it being full of sandy pits, so that I 
could hardly find the passage : and one, some small distance 
from them, not fully dead. The groans which he uttered led 
me to him ; and finding him lying on his belly ; I called to 
him, and turning him on his back saw his wounds, and said, 
•"Brother! what villain hath done this mischief to thee ?” 
He lamented in sighs and doleful looks; and casting up his 
eyes to heaven, but could not speak. I then resolved, and 
was a^ut it, for Christian chanty’s sake and for country’s 
sake ; to have carried him on my back to our ships, far off 
though they lay; and there, if by any possible means it could 
have been done, to have recovered him. 

But my good intents were prevented. For on a sudden, 
came rusning in upon me, a Spanish horseman, whose name, 
aa afterwai^s 1 was informed, was Don Juan of Cadis, a 
Knight. I seemg him make speedily and fiercely at me with 
hi^rawn weapon, suddenly whipped out mine, wrapping my 
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cloak about mine arm. Five or six akiranfishes we bad ; and 
for a pretty while, fought off and on. 

At last, I getting, with much ado, to the top of a sandy 
hillock, the horseman nimbly followed up after. By good 
fortune to me (though bad to himself) he had no petronel or 
pistols about him : and there clapping spurs to his horse’s 
aides ; his intent, as it seemed, was with full career to ride 
over me, and trample me under his horse’s feet. But a 
providence greater than his fury, was my guard. 

Time was it for me to look alx>ut warily and to lay about 
lustily ; to defend a poor life so hardly distressed. As 
therefore his horse was violently breaking in upon me,* I 
struck him in the eyes with a flap of my cloak. Upon which, 
turning sideward, I took my advantage; and, as readily as I 
could, stepping in, it pleased GOD that 1 should pluck my 
enemy down, and leave him at my mercy for life : which 
notwithstanding 1 gave him, he falling on his knees, and 
crying out in French to me. Pardonn€z-mm,je vous prit^je 
mtis un bon ChrStien. ** Pardon me. Sir ! I am a good 
Christian.” 

I, seeing him brave, and having a soldier’s mind to rifle 
him, I searched for jewels but found none, only five pieces of 
eight about him in all, amounting to twenty shillings English. 
Yet he had gold, but that 1 could not come by. For 1 was 
in haste to have sent his Spanish knighthood home on foot, 
and to have taught his horse an English pace. 

Thus far my voyage for oranges had sped well ; but in 
the end, it proved a sour sauce to me : and it is harder to 
keep a victoiy than to obtain one. So here it fell out with 
mine. 

For fourteen Spanish musketeers spying me so busy 
about one of their countrymen, bent [aimed] all the mouths 
ol their pieces to kill me ; which they could not well do, 
without endangering Don Juan’s life. So that 1 was 
enforced (and glad 1 escaped so too) to yield myself their 
prisoner. 

True valour, I see, goes not always in good clothes. For 
he, whom before I had surprised, seeing me fast in the snare; 
and as the event proved, disdaining that his oeontrymen 
ihetsld report him so dishonoured ; most basely, when my 
hands were in a manner bound behind me, drm out hm 
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weapon, which the rest had taken from me to give him, and 
wounded me through the face, from ear to ear: and had there 
killed me had not the fourteen musketeers rescued me from 
his rage. 

Upon this, I was led in triumph into the town of Cadiz : 
an owl not more wondered and hooted at ; a dog not more 
cursed. 

In my being led thus along the streets, a Fleming spying 
me, cried out aloud “Whither do you lead this English dog? 
Kill him ! Kill him 1 he is no Christian.** And with that, 
breaking through the crowd, in upon those who held me ; ran 
me into the body with a halbert, at the reins \groin\ of my 
back, at the least four inches. 

One Don Fernando, an ancient Gentleman, was sent down 
this summer from the King at Madrid, with soldiers : but 
before our fleet came, the soldiers were discharged ; they of 
Cadiz never suspecting that we meant to put in there. 

Before him, was I brought to be examined : yet few or no 
questions at all were demanded of me ; because he saw that 
1 was all bloody in my clothes, and so wounded in my face 
and jaws that 1 could hardly speak. 1 was therefore 
committed presently to prison, where I lay eighteen days : 
the noble gentleman giving express charge that the best 
surgeons should be sent for: lest being so basely hurt 
and handled by cowards, I should be demanded at his 
hands. 

I being thus taken on the Monday when I went on shore ; 
the fleet departed the Friday following from Cadiz, at the same 
time when 1 was there a prisoner. Yet thus honestly was 1 
used by my worthy friend Captain Portar. He, above my 
deserving, complaining that he feared that he had lost such 
a man; my Lord General, by the solicitation of Master John 
Glanvillb, Secretaiy to the Fleet, sent three men on shore to 
enquire in Cadiz for me; and to offer, if I were taken, any 
reasonable ransom. But the town thinking me to be a 
better prize than indeed I waS; denied me, and would not part 
from me* 

’ Then came a command to the Terniente or Governor of 
Cadiz to have me sent to Sherrys, otherwise called Xerez, 
lyli^ three leagues from Cales. 

Wondroosly unwilling, could I otherwise have chosen. 
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was I to go to Xeres, because I feared I should then be put 
to torture. 

Having therefore a young man (an Englishman and a 
merchant, whose name was Goodrow), my fellow prisoner 
who lay there for debt, and so I thinking there was no 
way with me but one (that 1 must be sent packing to my 
long home) ; thus I spake unto him, Countryman ! what my 
name is, our partnership in misery hath made you know; 
and with it, know that I am a Devonshire man bom, and 
Tavistock the place of my once abiding. I beseech you ! if 
GOD ever send you liberty, and that you sail into England; 
take that country [Tavistock] in your way. Commend me io 
my wife and children, made wretched by me ; an unfortunate 
husband and father. Tell them and my friends (I entreat 
you, for GOD's cause) that if I be, as I suspect I shall be, 
put to death in Sherris [Xerez], I will die a Chnstian soldier : 
no way, 1 hope, dishonouring my King, country, or the justice 
of my cause, or my religion.** ^ 

Anon after, away was I conveyed with a strong guard by 
the Governor of Cadiz and brought to Xerez on a Thursday 
about twelve at night. 

On the Sunday following, two friars were sent to me ; both 
of them being Irishmen, and speaking veiy^ good English. 
One of them was called Padre Juan (Father John). After 
a sad and grave salutation, ** Brother,** quoth he, I come 
in love to you and charity to your soul to confess vou ; and 
if to us, as your spiritual ghostly fathers, you will lay open 
your sins, we will forgive them and make your way to heaven : 
for to-morrow you must die/' 

1 desired them that they would give me a little respite that 
I might retire into a private charnwr ; and instantly I would 
repair to them, and give them satisfaction. Leave 1 had ; 
away 1 went ; and immediately returned. They asked me "if 
I bad yet resolved, and whether I would come to confession ? " 

1 told them, that ** I had been at confession alreaiW.** One of 
them answered " With whom ? " I answered, ** With GOD 
the Father.” '*And with nobody else,” said the otber. 
” Yes,” quoth I, ” and with Jesus Christ my Redeeiner; wlio 
hath both power and will to forgive all men their sinst that 
truly repent. Before these Two have I fallen on my kneiif 
and confessed my grievous offences ; and trust They will give 
roe a free absolution and pardon.” 
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“ What think you of the Pope ? ” said Father John, I 
answered ‘‘ I knew him not.** They, hereupon, shaking their 
heads ; told me ‘‘they were sorry for me:** gnd so departed. 

Whilst thus I lay at Xerez, the Captain of the fort [at 
Punthal], Don Francisco Bustamentb, was brought in 
prisoner for his life, because he delivered up the castle ; but 
whether he died for it or not, I cannot tell. 

My day of trial being come; I was brought 
from prison into the town of Xerez, by two drums 
[drummers] and a hundred shot [musketeers], before 
three Dukes, four Condes or Earls, four Marquises ; 
besides other great persons. The town having in Marquis Db 
it, at least, five thousand soldiers. a^oenbzbs 

At my first appearing before the Lords ; my sword Ijdng 
before them on a table, the Duke of Medina asked me, ** if 1 
knew that weapon.** It was reached to me. I took it and 
embraced it with mine arms ; and, with tears in mine eyes, 
kissed the pummel of it. He then demanded, ** how many 
men 1 had killed with that weapon ?** I told him, ** If I had 
killed one, I had not been there now before that princely 
assembly : for when I had him at my foot, begging for mercy, 
1 gave him life : yet he, then very poorly, did me a mischief.** 
Then they asked Don John (my prisoner) **what wounds I 
gave him?** He said “None.” Upon this he was rebuked 
and told “ That if upon our first encounter, he had run me 
through ; it had been a fair and noble triumph : but so to 
wound me, being in the hands of others, they held it base.** 

Then said the Duke of Medina to me, “Come on! 
Englishman ! what ship came you in ? ** I told him “ The 
ConverUne,'* “ Who was your Captain ? ** “ Captain Portar.** 
“ What ordnance carried your ship? ** I said “ Forty pieces.** 
But the Lords looking all this while on a paper, which they 
held in their hands ; the Duke of Medina said, “ In their note, 
there were but thirty-eight.** 

In that paper— as after I was informed by my two Irish 
interpreters — there was set down the number 01 our ships ; 
their buiden, men, munition, victuals, captains, &c., as 
perfect as we ourselves had them in En^and. 

“ Of what strength,** quoth another Duke,’* is the fort at 
Plymouth ? ** I answered, “ Very strong.** What ordnance 
in it ? “ Fifty,** said I. “ That is not so,** said he, “ there 
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are but seventeen.** “ How many soldiers are hi the fort ? " I 
answered, Two hundred.** ** That is not so," quoth a 
Conde, ** there are but twenty.'* 

The Mi^uis Alquenbzbs asked me " Of what strength 
the little island was before Plymouth ? ’’ 1 told him, " I 

knew not." " Then,*’ quoth he, " we do." 

" Is Plymouth a walled town ? " " Yes, my Lords." ‘‘And 
a good wall ? ” " Yes," said I, " a veiy good wall." " True," 
says a Duke, "to leap over with a staff! " "And hath the 
town," said the Duke of Medina, " strong gates ?” " Yes." 

" But," quoth he, " there was neither wood nor iron to those 
gates; but two days before your fleet came away." 

Now before 1 go any further, let me not forget to tell you, 
that my two Irish confessors had been here in England the 
last summer; and when our fleet came from England, they 
came for Spain : having seen our King at Plymouth when the 
soldiers there showed their arms, and did then diligently 
observe what the King did, and how he carrjpd himself. 

"How did it chance," said the Duke Giron, that "you 
did not in all this bravery of the fleet, take Cadiz as you took 
Punthal ? " 1 replied, " That the Lord General might easily 
have taken Cadiz, for he had near a thousand scaling ladders 
to set up, and a thousand men to lose ; but he was loth to rob 
an almshouse, having a better market to go to." "Cadiz," 1 
told them, " was held poor, unmanned and unmunitioned." 
"What better market?" said Medina. 1 told him, " Genoa 
or Lisbon." And as I heard there was instantly, upon this, 
an army of six thousand soldiers sent to Lisbon. 

" Then," quoth one of the Earls, " when thou meetest me 
in Plymouth, wilt thOu bid me welcome ? " 1 modestly told 
him, " 1 could wish they would not too hastily come to 
Plymouth ; for they should find it another manner of place, 
than as now they slighted it." 

Many other questions were put to me by these great Dons ; 
which so well as GOD did ^able me 1 answered. They 
speaking id SkMmUi, and their words interpreted to me by 
those two Irisnmen before spoken of ; who also related my 
several answers to the Lords. 

And the common people, who encompassed me round, 
nkanv jeeriags, mockeries, scorns and bitter jests were to 
nice thrown upon our nation : which 1 durst dot so mtieh 
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as bite my lip against, but with an enforced patient ear stood 
Still, and let them run on in their revilings. 

At the length, amongst many other reproaches and spiteful 
names; one of the Spaniards called Englishmen, GalV^m 
(hens). At which the great Lords fell a laughing. Hereupon 
one of the Dukes, pointing to the Spanish soldiers ; bade me 
note how their King kept them — and indeed they were all 
wondrously brave in apparel ; hats, bands, cuffs, garters, 
&c. : and some of them in chains of gold — and asked further, 
** If 1 thought these would prove such hens as our English ; 
when next year they should come into England ? ’* 1 said, 

^*«No.'* But being somewhat emboldened by his merry 
countenance, I told him as merrily, '' I thought they would 
be within one degree of hens.” “ What meanest thou by 
that ? ” said a Conde. I replied, They would prove pullets 
or chickens.” “Barest thou then,” quoth the Duke of 
Medina, with a brow half angry, “ fight with one of these 
Spanish pullets?” 

“O my Lord!” said I, “I am a prisoner and my life at 
stake ; and therefore dare not to be so bold as to adventure 
upon any such action. There were here of us English, some 
fourteen thousand; in which number, there were above twelve 
thousand better and stouter men than ever I shall be : yet 
with the license of this princely assembly, I dare hazard the 
breaking of a rapier.” And withal told him, “ He is unworthy 
of the name of an Englishman, that should refuse to fight 
with one man of any nation whatsoever.” Hereupon my 
shackles were knocked off; and my iron ring and chain taken 
from my neck. 

Room was made for the combatants ; rapier and dagger 
were the weapons. A Spanish champion presented himself, 
named Signior Tiago; when, after we had played some 
reasonable good time, 1 disarmed him, as thus. I caught 
his rapier betwixt the bars of my poniard and there held it, 
till I closed with him ; and trifling up his heels, I took his 
weapons out of his hands and delivered them to the Dukes. 

I could wish that all you, my dear Countrymen! who read 
this relation had either been there, without danger, to have 
(Mehekl us: or that he with whom I fought were here in 
prison, to justify the issue of ^that combat. 

1 was then demanded, “ If 1 durst fight against another ? ” 
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I told them, ** My heart was good to adventure; but humbly 
revested them to mve me pardon, if I refused.*’ 

For to myself 1 too well knew that the Spaniard is 
haughty, impatient of the least affront ; and when he receives 
but a touch of any dishonour, disgrace or blemish (especially 
in his own country, and from an Englishman) his revenge is 
implacable, mortal and bloody. 

Yet being by the nobleman pressed again and again, to 
try my fortune with another; I (seeing my life in the lion’s 
paw, to struggle with whom for safety there was no way but 
one, and being afraid to displease them) said *‘that if their 
Graces and Greatnesses would give me leave to play at mine 
own country weapon called the quarterstaff ; I was then 
ready there, an opposite against any comer, whom they 
would call forth : and would willingly lay down my life before 
those Princes to do them service ; provided ray life might by 
no foul means, be taken from me.” 

Hereupon, the head of an halbert, which went with a 
screw, was taken off, and the steel [handle] delivered to me; 
the other butt end of the staff having a short iron pike in it. 
This was my armour : and in my place I stood, expecting an 
opponent. 

At the last, a handsome and well -spirited Spaniard steps 
forth, with his rapier and poniard. They asked me What 
I said to him ? ” I told them, I had a sure friend in my 
hand that never failed me, and therefore made little account 
of that one to play with: and should show them no sport.” 

Then a second, armed as before, presents himself. 1 
demanded, ”lf there would come no more?” The Dukes 
asked, ” How many I desired ? ” I told them, ” Any number 
under six.” Which resolution of mine, they smiling at in a 
kind of scorn; held it not manly, it seemed, not fit for their 
own honours, and the glory of their nation, to worry one 
man with a multitude : and therefore appointed three only, 
so weaponed, to enter into the lists. 

Now, Gentlemen t if here you condemn me for plucking, 
with mine own hands, such an assured danger upon mine 
own head ; accept of these reasons for excuse. 

To die, I thought it most certain; but to die basely, 1 
would not. For three to kill one had been to me no dishonout, 
to them, weapons considered, no glory. An honourable 
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tabjection^ I esteemed better than an ignoble conquest. 
UTOn these thoughts I fell to it. 

’ The rapier men traversed their ground ; 1, mine. Dangerous 
thrusts were put in, and with dangerous hazard avoided. 
Shouts echoed to heaven to encourage the Spaniards : not a 
shoot nor hand to hearten the poor Englishman. Only 
heaven I had in mine eye, the honour of my country in my 
heart, my fame at the stake, my life on a narrow bridge, and 
death both before me and behind me. 

It was not now a time to dally. They still made full at 
me; and I had been a coward to myself, and a villain to my 
nation, if I had not called up all that weak manhood which 
was mine to guard my own life, and overthrow my enemies. 

Plucking up therefore a good heart, seeing myself faint 
and wearied ; I vowed to my soul to do something, ere she 
departed from me : and so setting all upon one cast, it was 
my good fortune (it was my GOD that did it for me), with 
the butt end, where the iron pike was, to kill one of the three ; 
and within a few bouts after, to disarm the other two ; causing 
the one of them to fly into the army of soldiers then present, 
and the other for refuge fled behind the bench. 

I hope, if the braving Spaniards set upon England as they 
threaten ; we shall every One of us, give repulse to more 
than Three. Of which good issue for the public, I take this 
my private success to be a pledge. 

Now was I in greater danger, being, as I thought, in 
peace; than before when I was in battle. For a general 
murmur filled the air, with threatenings at me : the soldiers 
especially bit their thumbs, and was it possible for me to 
escape ? 

Which the noble Duke of Medina Sidonia seeing, called 
me to him; and instantly caused proclamation to be made 
that none, on pain of death, should meddle with me : and by 
his honourable protection I got off, not only with safety but 
with money. For by the Dukes and Condes were given me 
in gold, to the value of four pounds, ten shillings sterling : 
ana by the Marquis Alquenezes himself, as much; he, 
embracing me in his arms, and bestowing upon me that long 
Spanish russet cloak 1 now wear ; which he took from one of 
his men’s backs, and withal, furnished me with a clean band 
apd cuffs. It being one of the greatest favours a Spanish 
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Lord can do to a mean man to reward him .with some 
garment, as reconlpense of merit. 

After our fight in Xerea, 1 was kept in the Marc;^uis 
Alquenezbs* house; who, one day, out of his noble affability, 
was pleasant in speech with me: and, by my interpreter, 
desired I would sing. I, willing to obey him (whose goodness 
I had tasted), did so : and sang this psalm, 

When as we sate in Babylon^ &c. 

The meaning of which being told; he said to me ** Englishman 
comfort thyself ! for thou art in no captivity.*' 

After this, 1 was sent to the King of Spain, lying mX 
Madrid. My conduct [guard] being four gentlemen of the 
Marquis Alqubnezes* : he allowing unto me in the journey 
twenty shillings a day when we travelled, and ten shillings a 
day when we lay still. 

At my being in Madrid, before 1 saw the King, my 
entertainment by the Marquis Alquenej^^s* appointment, 
was at his own house; where I was lodged in the most 
sumptuous bed that ever I beheld : and had from his noble 
Lady a welcome far above my poor deserving, but worthy the 
greatness of so excellent a woman. She bestowed upon me 
whilst I lay in her house a very fair Spanish shirt, richly laced: 
and at my parting from Madrid, a chain of gold and two 
jewels for my wife, and other pretty things for my children. 

And now that her noble courtesies, with my own thankful- 
ness, lead me to speak of this honourable Spanish Lady ; I 
might very justly be condemned of ingratitude, if I should 
not remember with like acknowledgement, another rare 
pattern of feminine goodness to me a distressed miserable 
stranger: and that was the Lady of Don Juan of Cadiz. 
She, out of a respect she bare me for saving her husband’s 
life, came along with him to Xerez ; he being there to give 
evidence against me : and, as before when I lay prisoner in 
Cadiz, so in Xerez, she often relieved me with money and 
other means. My duty and thanks ever wait upon them bothi 
Upon Christmas Day, 1 was presented to the King, the 
Queen, and Don Carlos the Infante. 

Being brought before him : I fell, as it was fit, on mv knees. 
Many questions were demanded of me ; which, so well as ny 
plain wit directed me, I resolved. 
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In the end, His Majesty offered me a yearly pension (to a 
good value) if I would serve him either at land or at sea. For 
‘Which his royal favours, 1 (confessing myself infinitely bound 
and my life indebted to his mercy) most humbly intreated, 
that with his Princely leave, I might be suffered to return 
unto mine own country : being a subject only to the King of 
England, my Sovereign. 

And besides that bond of allegiance, there was another 
obligation due from me to a wife and children : and therefore 
I most submissively begged that His Majesty would be so 
Princely minded as to pity my estate, and let me go. To 
which he, at last, granted ; bestowing upon me one hundred 
pistolets [ = 3^25 = £150 in present value] to bear my charges. 

Having thus left Spain, 1 took my way through some part 
of France. Where by occasion, happening into company of 
seven Spaniards ; their tongues were too lavish in speeches 
against our nation. Upon which, some high words flying up 
and down the room ; I leaped from the table, and drew. One 
of the Spaniards did the like, none of the rest being weaponed ; 
which was more than I knew. Upon the noise of this bustling, 
two Englishmen more came in: who, understanding the 
abuses offered to our countiy; the Spaniards, in a short time, 
recanted on their knees, their rashness. 

And so hoisting sail for England, I landed on the three 
and twentieth day of April 1626, at Foy in Cornwall. 

And thus endeth my Spanish pilgrimage. With thanks to 
my good GOD, that in this extraordinary manner preserved 
me, amidst these desperate dangers. 

Therefore most gracious GOD ! Defender of men abroad! 
and Protector of them at home I how am I bounden to thy 
Divine Majesty, for thy manifold mercies ? 

On my Imees I thank Thee! with my tongue will I praise 
Thee ! with my hands fight Thy quarrel ! and all the days of 
my life serve Thee ! 

Out of the Red Sea I have escaped ; from the lion’s den 
been delivered, aye rescued from death and snatched out of 
the jaws of destruction, only by Thee ! O my GOD! Glory 
be to Thy Name for ever and ever ! Amen. 
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Certain Verses written by a friend 
in commendation of the Author ^ 
RicHAttD Peeke. 



Eldom do clouds so dim the day, 
iBut Sol will once his beams display ; 
Though Neptune drives the surging seas. 
Sometimes he gives them quiet ease : 

And so few projects speed so ill , 

But somewhat chanceth at our will. 


I will not instance in the great. 

Placed in Honour’s higher seat ; 

Though virtue in a noble line 
Commends it, and the more doth shine. 

Yet this is proved by sword and pen 
Desert oft dwells in private men. 

My proof is not far hence to seek ; 

There is at hand brave Richard Peeke, 
Whose worth his foes cannot revoke : 

Bom in the town of Tavistock 

In Devon ; where Minerva sits 
Shaping stout hearts, and pregnant wits. 

This well-resolved and hardy spark 
Aiming at lame, as at a mark ; 

Was not compelled against his will, 

In Mars his field to try his skill : 

As voluntary he did go 

To serve his King against his foc» 
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If he had pleased, he might have spent 
His days at home in safe content ; 

But nursing valour in his breast 
He would adventure with the best : 

Willing to shed his dearest blood, 

To do his Prince and Country good. 

Thus bentf he, adding wings to feet. 

Departed with the English fleet. 

There was no rub, no stay at all, 

The ships sailed with a pleasant gale : 

In setting forth they by their hap. 

Seemed lulled in Amphitrite’s lap. 

At length they did amve at Gales ; 

Where restless Peeke against the walls 
Made fourscore shot towards the shore. 

Making the welkin wide to roar : 

He kept his standing in this strife. 

Setting a straw by loss of life. 

Into a vineyard afterward 
He marched, and stood upon his guard; 

There he an horseman did dismount, 

By outward port of good account : 

But did on him compassion take. 

And spared his life, for pity’s sake. 

The next assault uneven he felt, 

For with twelve Spaniards he dealt 
At once, and held them lusty play ; 

Until through odds, theirs was the day : 

From ear to ear, they pierced his head, 

And to the town him captive led. 

41 
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In prison, they him shut by night. 

Laden with chains of grievous weight ; 

All comfortless, in dungeon deep, 

Where stench annoys, and vermin creep : 

He grovelled in this loathsome cell. 

Where ghastly frights and horrors dwell. 

Yet nothing could his courage quail, 

Hunger, nor thirst, nor wound, nor gaol; 

For being brought before a Don, 

And asked ** Why England did set on 
A scraping, no a pecking hen ? 

He answered Stain not Englishmen I 

** That England is a nation stout, • 

And till the last will fight it out ; 

Myself could prove by chivaliy. 

If for a captive this were free.” 

“ Why,*’ quoth the Duke, “ durst thou to fight 
With any of my men in sight? '* 

** Of thousands whom in war you use ; 

Not one,” quoth Peeks, ** do I refuse.” 

A chosen champion tlien there came ; 

Whose heels he tripped, as at a game : 

And firom his hand his rapier took, 

Presenting it unto the Duke. 

Then Three at once did him oppose; 

They rapiers, he a long staff chose : 

The use whereof so well he knows, 

He conquered them with nimble blows: 

One that beside him played his round 
He threw as dead unto the ground. 
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The noble Duke who this did see, 

Commended Peeks, and set him free. 

He gave him gifts, and did command 
That none should wrong him in their land. 

So well he did him entertain, 

And sent him to the Court of Spain. 

There he was ted with no worse meac 
Than which the King himhelf dii eat ; 

His lodging rich, for he did lie 
In furniture of tapestry. 

The King what of him he had heard, 

Did with his treasure well reward. 

Our then Ambassador was there, 

Peeke's pike and praise he doth declare : 

At Spanish Court while he attends, 

He thrives for virtue’s sake : as friends. 

Foes sent him in triumphant sort. 

Home from a foe and foreign port. 

If thus his very foes him loved, 

And deeds against themselves approved ; 

How should his friends his love embrace 
And yield him countenance and grace ? 

The praise and worth how can we cloke 
Of manly Peeke of Tavistock. 

rJNIS. 


J.D. 
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Sir W[ I L L I A M ?] H[e r b b r t ?]. 
The Boat ^ Bale. 

l/Wjt a'mt;. 

Hbsb lines 1 send by waves of woe. 

And Bale becomes my boat ; 

Which Sighs of Sorrows still shall keep 
On floods of fear afloat 



My Sighs shall serve me still for wind. 
My lading is my Smart ; 

And True Report my pilot is, 

My haven is thy heart. 

My keel is framed of CrabbM Care, 

My ribs are all of Ruth, 

My planks are nothing else but Plaints, 
With treenails joined with Truth. 

My midnmast made of nought but Moan, 
My tackling Trickling Tears ; 

My topyard, like a Trout fed Mind, 

A flag of folly bears. 

My cable is a Constant Heart ; 

My anchor. Luckless Love, 

Which Reason’s capstan from the ground 
Of grief cannot remove. 
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My decks are all of Peep Disgrace, 

My compass Discontent ; 

And Peril is my Northern Pole, 

And Death my Orient. 

My sailors are my Sorrowing Thoughts, 

The boatswain, Bitter Sense ; 

The master, Misery ; his mate 
Is Doleful Diligence. 


Sir W. H. 
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Edward Leigh, Esquire, M. A. 
Hints for Travellers^ 

1571-1671 A.D, 


\Tkrm 



|N SUCH a one going to travel; there is required — 
First. A competent age. That he be above 
eighteen or twenty years old: although the years 
of fourteen or fifteen are more prc^per for learning 
the true accent of any language ; and all exercises 
j to the body. 

Secondly. That he hath the Latin tongue ; and some skill 
in the liberal sciences. 

Thirdly. That he be skilful in architecture : able so well 
to limn or paint, as to take in paper the situation of a castle 
or a city, or the platform of a fortification. 

FourtUy. That he be well grounded in the true religion : 
lest he be seduced and perverted. 

Fifthly. He should be first well acquainted with his own 
country, before he go abroad ; as to the places and govern- 
ment. If any came heretofore to the Lords of the Council 
for a license to travel : the old Lord Treasurer Burlbiqh 
would examine him of England. If he found him ignorant ; 
he would bid him stay at home, and know his own country 
first. 


Sixthly. It were of use to inform himself, before he 
undertakes his voyage, by the best chorographical and 
geographical map of the situation of the country he goes to; 
both in itself, and relatively to the universe : to compare the 
veHtt el hadiema regio ; and to cany with him the republics 
\gevemmm(\ of the nations to which he ^s ; and a map of 
eveiy countiy he intends to travel through. 
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Seventhly. Before his voyage, he should make his peace 
with GOD ; receive the Lord’s Supper; satisfy his creditom» 
if he be in debt ; pray earnestly to GOD to prosper him in 
his voyage, and to keep him from danger : and— if he be sui 
juris — he should make his last will, and wisely order all his 
affairs ; since many that go far abroad, return not home. 


In the survey of a country, these things are observable. 

First. The Name and its derivation; the Latitude and 
Longitude of the place. The temperature of the climate. 
Che goodness or barrenness of the ground. The populousness 
or scarcity of the people. The limits of the country ; how it 
is bounded by sea or land, or both. The commodities, 
natural and artificial. The discommodities; either imper- 
fections or wants. The manners, shape, language, and attire 
of the people. Their building ; their havens and harbours. 
The religion and government. The history of the country 
and families. 

Secondly. The Courts of Princes are to be seen and 
observed; especially when they give audience' to Ambas- 
sadors: the Courts of Justice, while they sit and hear 
causes; and so of Consistories Ecclesiastical. The ohurches 
and the monuments therein. The walls and fortifications of 
cities and towns; Antiquities and Ruins; Libraries, Colleges; 
Disputations and Lectures, where they are. Shipping and 
Navies ; Houses and Gardens of state and pleasure, near 
great cities; Armouries, Arsenals, Magazines, Exchanges, 
Bourses, Warehouses; Exercises of horsemanship; fencing; 
training of soldiers ; and the like. Treasuries of jewels and 
robes ; Cabinets ; and rare Inventions. 

Aubertus Mirsus, in the life of Lipsius, saith that when 
he came first to Rome, he spent all his time, when he was at 
leisure, in viewing the stones and ancient places, and other 
rarities there: and that he spent his time in the Pope’s 
Vatican library, in comparing together the manuscripts of 
Sbnbca, Tacitus, Plautus, Propertius, and other ancients. 
He viewed also other famous libraries, public and private. 

Thirdly. The choice herbs and plants, beasts, birda^ 
fishes and insects proper to that country ; are to be tahsn 
notice of: together with minerals, metals, stones, and earths. 
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Their proverbs also should be observed ; in whidi, much of 
the wisdom of a nation is found. 

Fourthly. Learned men» and such as have abilities of any 
kind ; are worthy to be known : and the best books therSf 
are to be inquired after. 

Men that travel must be veiy cautious both of speech and 
demeanour. The Italian proveib smith, '* For a man to 
travel safely through the world ; it behoveth him to have a 
falcon’s eye, an ass's ears, a monkey's face, a merchant's 
words, a camel's back, a hog’s mouth, and a deer’s feet*’ 

Sir Henry Wotton, in his Letters, mentions twice the 
answer that was g^ven to him by Alberto Scipioni ; whclh 
he begged his advice, how he might cany himself securely 
at Rome. Signior Arrigomio, says he, pemieri stretti, e il viso 
sciolto* *'Your thoughts close and your countenance loose 
[open] will go safely over the world." 

Fifthly. Make choice of the best places for attaining of 
the language. As, Valladolid for the Spanish ; Orleans or 
Blois for the French ; Florence or Sienna for the Italian ; 
Leipsic or Heidelberg for the High-Dutch [German] tongues. 
In these places, the best language is spoken. 

What profit travelling brinjn to an architect, Vitruvius 
shows. What, to a soldier, Vrobtius. What, to a limner 
or statuaiy [scuiptor], the horses of Phidias and Praxiteles 
made by art, witness: these, with other colossal statues 
and pictures are yet at Rome. Merchandise is almost 
maintained by travel. How much are cosmography, 
topography and astronomy improved and furthered by 
travel ! 

Change of air by travelling, after one is used to it, is good: 
and the^ore great travellers have been long lived[I]. 

In the Philosophical Conferences of the Virtuosi of Prance, 
Conferenu 87, it is determined whether Travel be necessaiy 
to an ingenuous man. He smith there, if you except 
embassies — in which the good of the State drowns all other 
considerations — those that would travel must be young 
and strong, rich and welUbom ; to get any good by their 
travels. 

The French say Vn honnHe honme est un homme ** An 
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haxiest mim is a mixed man ; *' that is» one who has some- 
thing in him, in point of knowledge, of all nations. 

Charles V. made nine voyages into Germany; eix into 
Spain ; seven into Italy ; four into France ; ten into the Low 
Countries; two into England; as meny into Africa. He 
also passed the Ocean and Mediterranean seas, eleven times. 

The Emperor Hadriak travelled over a great part of the 
world ; and with his head bare, though it were cold and wet : 
and so fell into a deadly disease. Whence the verses of 
Florus the poet. 

Ego nolo CjESar esse^ 

A mbulare per Britawnos^ 

Scythicas pati prutnas. 

I will in no wise C^sar be, 

To walk along in Bntainie, 

The Scythic frost to feel and see. 

To which the Emperor answered in like strain. 

Ego nolo Florus esse, 

A mbulare per tahemas^ 

Latttare per popinas, 

CiUices pati rotundos. 

And I will never Florus be, 

To walk from shop to shop, as he, 

To lurk in taverns secretly. 

And there to feel the Rome wine fly. 

Whoever, since the beginning of things and men, hath 
been so often, by royal employment, sent Ambassador ; or to 
so many princes, so distant m place, so different in rites, as 
Sir Robert Shirley? Two Emperors, Rondolph and 
Ferdinand; two Popes, Clement VII. and Paul; twice 
the King of Spain ; twice the Polonian ; the Muscovite also ; 
have given him audience : and twice also — though not the 
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lOEst. far A bom subject to be Ambassador to his Sovereign*-^ 
His Majesty hath heard his embassage from the remote 
Persian. Purchas, Pilgrims, ii. lib. lo. c. xo. 

Doctor Nicholas Wotton. uncle to Sir Henry Wotton, 
was Privy Councillor to four successive Sovereigns, viz.; 
King Henry VIII. King Epward VI, Queen Mary, and 

S iieen Blizarbth. He was nine times Ambassador for 
e crown of England ; to the Emperor, the Kings of France 
and Spain, and other Princes. Camden, History of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Sir Thomas Roe, after many Embassies— to almost all 
the Princes and States in Christendom — all which wcAre 
managed with admirable dexterity, success, and satisfaction ; 
was last of all, Ambassador Extraordinary to Ferdinand III, 
Emperor of Germany : who gave him this character, I 
have met with many gallant persons of many nations ; but I 
scarce ever met with an Ambassador till now.*’ 

Paris, Rome and Constantinople are the Court of the 
world ; Venice, Genoa and Lisbon the City ; Provence, 
Andalusia and Italy, the Garden ; Africa and America, the 
Desert and Wildemess. Flecknoe’s Relation [of ten years' 
travels, &c.] Letter xxii. 

Johnson in his Relation of the many famous Kingdoms, 
lib. i. Of Travel; adviseth a traveller to take heed of the 
pride of Spain, the poison of Italy, the treason of France, 
and the drink of Flanders. 

Sir Benjamin Rudyard — ^whose discourse and speeches 
were full of apothegms — was wont to say, “ France is a good 
country to ride through, Jtaly a good country to look upon, 
Spain a good country to understand, but England a good 
country to live in.” 

So wishing the traveller a prosperous voyage : I here cast 
anchor. 
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Sir John Suckling. 

A fourth version of Cvpid's attack. 



Is NOW since I sat down before 
That foolish Fort, a heart ; 

|(Time strangely spent ! ) a year and more. 
And still I did my part : 


2. Made my approaches, from her hand 

Unto her lip did rise ; 

And did already understand 
The language of her eyes. 

3. Proceeded on with no less art, 

My tongue was Engineer : 

I thought to undermine the heart 
By whispering in the ear. 

4. When this did nothing ; 1 brought down 

Great cannon-oaths ; and shot 
A thousand thousand to the town : 

And ^ill it yielded not. 

5. I then resolved to starve the place 

By cutting off all kisses, 

Praising and gazing on her face, 

And all such little blisses. 
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6. To draw her out, and from her strength; 

I drew all batteries in, 

And brought myself to He at length 
As if no siege had been. 

7* When I had done what man could do^ 

And thought the place mine own ; 

The Enemy lay quiet too, 

And smiled at all was done. 

8. I sent to know from whence, and where 

These hopes, and this relief? 

A spy informed, Honour was there 
And did command in chief. 

9. “ March 1 " “ March 1 ” quoth I, •• the word straight 

Let’s lose no time, but leave her: [give. 

That giant upon air will live, 

And hold it out for ever.’* 

10. ** To such a place our camp remove. 

As will no siege abide. 

I hate a fool that starves her love. 

Only to feed her pnde.’* 
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Bishop John Earle. 
Character ef a Child, 

[Microeoe$Hagrtt^hy &»e.] 

Child is a man in a small letter ; yet the best 
copy of Adah before he tasted of Eve, or the 
apple : and he is happy, whose small practice in 
the world can only write this character. 

He is Nature’s fresh picture, newly drawn in 
oil ; which time and much handling dims and defaces. His 
soul is yet a white paper unscribbled with observations of the 
world ; wherewith, at length, it becomes a blurred note book. 

He is purely happy ; because he knows no evil, nor hath 
made means by sin to be acquainted with misery. He arrives 
not at the mischief of being wise ; nor endures evils to come, 
by foreseeing them. 

He kisses and loves all ; and when the smart of' the rod 
is past, smiles on his beater. Nature and his parents alike 
dandle him ; and entice him on with a bait of sugar to a 
draught of wormwood. He plays yet, like a young prentice 
the first day, and is not come to his task of melancholy. 

His hardest labour is his tongue ; as if he were loth to use 
so deceitful an organ; and he is best company with it, when 
he can but prattle. 

We laugh at his foc^sh sports, but his game is our earnest : 
and his drums, rattles and hobby-horses but the emblems 
and mocking of man’s business. 

His father hath written him as his own little story; 
wherein he reads those days of his life which he cannot 
remember, and sighs to see what innocence he has outlived. 

The older he grows, he is a stair lower from GOD ; and 
like his first father much worse in his breeches. 

He is the Christian’s example, and the old man’s relapse. 
The one imitates his pureness, the other falls into his 
simplicity. Could he put off his body with his little coat, 
he had got eternity without a burden ; and exchanged but 
one heaven for another. 
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Sir Wa lter Raleigh. 
Conclusion of his History. 

{Hutcry of tht f9^orU.J 

Y THIS which we have already set down, is seen the 
beginning and end of the three first Monarchies 
of the world ; whereof the founders and the erectors 
thought that they could never have ended. That of 
Rome, which made the fourth, was also at this time 
almost at the highest. We have left it flourishing in the middle 
of the field ; having rooted up, or cut down all that kept it 
from the eyes and admiration of the world. But after some 
continuance, it shall begin to lose the beauty it had. The 
storms of ambition shall beat her great boughs and branches 
one against another. Her leaves shall fall off, her limbs 
wither, and a rabble of barbarous nations enter the field 
and cut her down. 

Now these great Kings and conquering Nations have been 
the subject of those ancient histories, which have been 
preserved and yet remain among us : and withal of so many 
tr^cal poets as, in the persons of powerful Princes and other 
mighty men, have complained against Infidelity, Time, 
Destiny; and most of all, i^nst the Variable Success of 
Worldly Things and Instability of Fortune. 

To these undertakings, these great Lotda of the World have 
been stirred up, rather by the desire of Fame, which plougheth 
up the air and soweth m the wind ; than by the affection of 
bearing rule, which drawetb after it so much vexation and 
so many cares. And that this is true, the good advice of 
CiNBAS to Pyrrhus proves. 

And certainly, as Fame hath often been dangerous to the 
living ; so to the dead it is of no use at all, because separate 
from knowledge. Which were it otherwise, and the extreme 
ill bargain of buying this Lasting Discourse understood by 
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them which are dissolved: they themselves would then rather 
have wished to have stolen out of the world without noise» 
than to be put in mind that they have purchased the report 
of their actions in the world by rapine, oppression and cruelty; 
by giving in spoil the innocent and labouring soul, to the idle 
and insolent ; and by having emptied the cities of the world 
of their ancient inhabitants, and filled them again with so 
many and so variable sorts of sorrows. 

Since the fall of the Roman Empire (omitting that of the 
Germans, which had neither greatness nor continuance) there 
hath been no State fearful in the East, but that of the Turk ; 
ncy in the West, any Prince that hath spread his wings far 
over his nest, but the Spaniard : who, since the time that 
Ferdinand expelled the Moors out of Granada, have made 
many attempts to make themselves Masters of all Europe. 
And it is true, that by the treasures of both Indies and by the 
many kingdoms which they possess in Europe, they are at 
this day the most powerful. But as the Turk is now counter- 
poised by the Persian : so instead of so many millions as 
have been spent by the English, French and Netherlands in 
a defensive war, and in diversions against them ; it is easy to 
demonstrate, that with the charge of 3^200,000 continued but 
for two years, or three at the most ; the Spaniards may not 
be only persuaded to live in peace, but all their swelling and 
overflowing streams may be brought back into their natural 
channels and old banks. These two Nations, I say, are at 
this time the most eminent, and to be regarded : the one 
seeking to root out the Christian religion altogether, the 
other the true and sincere profession thereof; the one to 
join all Europe to Asia ; the other, the rest of Europe to 
Spain. 

For the rest, if we seek a reason of the succession and 
continuance of this boundless ambition in mortal man ; we 
may add to that which hath been already said : that the 
Kings and Princes of the world have always laid before 
them the actions, but not the ends of those Great Ones which 
preceded them. They are always transported with the 
glory of the one; but they never mind the misery of the 
other, till they find the experience in themselves. They 
neglect the counsel of GOD while they enjoy life, or hope of it : 
but then follow they the counsel of Death upon his first 
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approach. It is he that puts into man alf the wisdom of the 
world, without speaking a word : which' GOD, with all the 
words of his Law, promises or threats doth infuse. Death, 
which hateth and oestro^^eth man, is bdieved : GOD, which 
made 'him and loves him, is always deferred. *'1 have 
considered,** saith Solomon, ^*all the works that are under 
the aim; and, behold ! all is vanity and vexation of spirit : '* 
but who beli^bs it, till Death tells it to us ? 

It was Death, that opening the conscience of Charles 
the Fifth, made him enjoin his son Philip to restore 
Navarre; and King Francis the First of France to command 
that justice should be done upon the murderers of the Pro- 
testants in Merindol and Cabrieres, which till then he 
had neglected. 

It is therefore Death alone that can suddenly make man 
to know himself. He tells the proud and insolent that they 
are but adjects, and humbles &em at the instant : makes 
them cry, complain and repent ; yea, even to hate their 
forepassM happiness. He takes the aotoont of the rich, 
and proves him a beg^; a naked beggar, which hath 
interest in nothing but in the gravel that fills his mouth. 
He holds a glass before the eyes of the most beautiful, and 
makes them see therein their deformity and rottenness : and 
th^ acknowle^ it. 

0 eloquent, just and mighty Death I Whom none could 
advise, thou hast persuadra! What none have dared, thou 
hast done 1 And whom all the ^world hath flattered, thou 
only hast cast out of the world and despised ! Thou hast 
drawn together all the far-fetched greatness, all the pride, 
cruelty and ambition of man : and covered it all over with 
these two narrow words : 

Hie jacet. 
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